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 Reference: HEBREWS 13: 9-14 
 Church: GRACE Date: 08/15/10 

Privileges of Priesthood II:  
The Right to Eat from the Altar 
Purpose: To show believers the wonderful privilege they have to eat from the 
altar of Christ - and how they should make use of it. 

1.  Introduction 
Last week we began a short series on the privileges of NC priests 
Saw we are all priests to serve our God - no separate classes 
Saw the OC priesthood served as a type of the NC 
Aaron was a type of Christ, the great High Priest 
But our priesthood is greater and more exalted than theirs 
They served an earthly tabernacle, we the heavenly, true one 
1st privilege - access to God  
Christ, our HP, has gone before us into that tabernacle 
Sprinkled it and us with His blood, made our consciences clean 
Opened a new and living way for us to enter God's presence 
Even Aaron did not have the access to God that we enjoy! SO: 
Draw Near - do not be window shoppers 
Hold Fast -  don't change to something that cannot cleanse 
Spur on - meet to encourage your brothers and sisters to do these 
 
This week we'll look at another wonderful privilege we have 
Something we may do as NC priests that the OC priests couldn't 
It is found in Hebrews 13:10 but read 9-14 
To understand this, we will look at 3 things: 

 What were OC priesthood privileges regarding the altar? 
 What are NC priesthood privileges regarding the altar? 
 How shall we apply this truth to ourselves? 

2. What were the altar privileges of OC priesthood? 
OC priesthood had the right to eat from certain of the offerings 
Spelled out mainly in Leviticus (reading of God's Law) 
Grain offering - some offered with oil and incense, rest eaten 
Guilt offering - organs and fat burned on altar - rest eaten 
Peace/thanksgiving - offerer ate, fat burned, priests had breast 

Everyday sin offerings for individual who sinned unintentionally 
Blood applied to horns of the altar and poured out at its base 
The fat was burned on the altar 
But the meat was for the priests to eat (goats, rams, lamb) 
But there were other sin offerings 
For unintentional sin of anointed priest (brought guilt on people) 
Or for the unintentional sin of the entire congregation (bull) 
Some of the blood brought into holy place 
Sprinkled 7 times before the veil, applied to the incense altar 
The rest poured out at the base of the altar of burnt offering 
Fat and some internal organs burned up on the altar 
The body was taken outside the camp and burned 
Finally, Day of Atonement sacrifices  
Bull offered for the priest, goat for the people 
The blood of each was taken into the Holy of Holies 
Sprinkled before the mercy seat 
Sprinkled on the furnishings of the Holy place 
Applied to the incense altar and to the altar of burnt offering 
Fat was burned on that altar 
The bodies were taken outside the camp and burned 
 
So although the priests shared in the altar for many offerings 
They had no right to eat of the ones that made atonement  
Either for them or for the whole congregation 
These were all burned outside the camp (see 13:11) 
Writer seems to have Day of atonement in mind 

3. What are the altar privileges of NC priesthood? 
Do the OC priests function as a type for us in this matter? 
Does their right to share in OC altar mean something for us? 
Do we even have an altar under the NC? Look at 13:10 again 
We do indeed have an altar! 
What kind of altar will this be?  It must be spiritual 
Our ministry not conducted in an earthly tabernacle, but heavenly 
And the altar we have is one the OC priests have no right to eat of 
The implication is that we DO have the right to eat from this altar 
What, then, is this altar that we have? 
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Note the argument the writer makes in v10-11 
He speaks of the altar the OC priests have no right to eat from 
Then immediately he refers to the sacrifices they could not eat 
Uses the altar & the sacrifice made on the alter interchangeably 
They are inextricably linked  
Writer says this, in effect: 
OC priests had no right to eat from sacrifices that atoned for them 
Why? Because the bodies had to be burned outside camp (9-10) 
And because sharing in that altar did nothing for the heart 
BUT we have a right to eat of the sacrifice that atones for us! 
Jesus, Who  suffered outside city - 12 
He is the One the Day of Atonement sacrifices pointed to. 
Jesus Christ is the "altar", the sacrifice, referred to in vs 10 
And we, the NC priests, have a right to eat of Him! 
Not physically of course, but spiritually 
The right to share in the altar of our atonement 
The right to nourish our hearts on this most holy of offerings 
Speaks of our union and communion with Him through sacrifice 
Paul confirms that if we eat of Christ, we share in the altar: 

1 Corinthians 10:15–18 I speak as to wise men; you judge what I 
say. 16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the 
blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the 
body of Christ? 17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are 
one body; for we all partake of the one bread. 18 Look at the nation 
Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?  

Israel after the flesh ate some of the sacrifices; shared in the altar 
Israel after the Spirit eats The Last Sacrifice - share in that altar 
Think about this 
Aaron couldn't eat flesh of bull whose blood cleansed his flesh 
We have the right to eat of Him whose blood cleansed our hearts! 
Can we conceive a greater privilege than this? 
To fellowship, to share, in this most holy altar! 

4. How shall we apply this truth to ourselves? 
The writer points us to three things: 

4.1. Strengthen your heart with grace not "foods" (v9) 
Why did writer bring up the subject of vs 10-12 in the first place? 

Because Hebrews were tempted to return to OC types & shadows 
Some were even teaching that they must 
Or that they should bolt Christ on to the OC ceremonies 
Writer calls these "multi-colored" and "unheard of" teachings (9) 
Which were based on the ceremonial "foods"  See 9:9-10 
But those who walked in these ceremonies had no heart-benefit 
The OC priests were outwardly cleansed but consciences defiled 
The Judaizers, too, gained nothing of heart-benefit from them 
Why not? because these things contain no grace 
And it's good for heart to be strengthened with grace, not foods 
 
Where would they get this grace?  "WE HAVE AN ALTAR..." 
And the right to eat from it 
From which they may obtain grace to strengthen their hearts 
If they have this altar to eat from, why would they eat elsewhere? 
Why would they walk in things that supply no grace for the heart 
How sad! How tragic! No wonder the writer warns them! 
 
Dear Friends - What are you strengthening your heart from? 
What are you trying to satisfy it with? 
Some still try rituals - but there is no benefit there 
Some try works (reading, prayer, attendance..) no benefit there 
Some try the world - will that strengthen the heart? No 
Some try instant self-gratification - no benefit there 
 
How foolish we are! 
We poke around in the trash, looking for scraps 
We delight in spiritual junk food - empty calories 
But we have the right to share in a feast of heart-food! 
We begin with the Spirit but try to be perfected by the flesh 
"It is good for the heart to be strengthened with grace!" 
There is no benefit in looking elsewhere 
There is grace ONLY in our Altar for strengthening our hearts! 
 
How do I get this grace, strengthen my heart? It is granted as we: 
Meet at His table - communing with Him 
He deigns to meet the guests at His table - to draw near to them 
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To shower grace upon those who receive in faith 
It comes also as we 
- read His Word/hear it faithfully preached - He speaks to us 
- seek His face in prayer - He grants His Spirit and listens to us 
- meditate on Him & all His beauty, He reveals Himself to us 
- fellowship with Him in our brothers and sisters (qualify) 
- Use whatever channels He has given to pour grace into hearts 
We partake in Him - we feed on Him in our hearts by faith 
Where Christ is, there is grace for the believer.   
So go to the places where He is, and you will find His grace 
And grace makes our hearts strong. 

4.2. Take up your cross and follow Jesus (v13-14) 
Christ was made a reproach, suffering outside city 
The readers are urged to go to Him there - to leave the old ways 
To share in His reproach so that they may share in His reward 
They needed their hearts strengthened with grace to endure 
To be able to look beyond their situation in this world 
However trying and adverse it may be 
Because this is not the place where they had a lasting home 
They were to be seeking the city that is to come 
Even  Moses, through whom the ceremonial law was given 
Made exactly this choice: 

Hebrews 11:24–26  By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to 
endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin, 26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.  

What choice will you make today?  Surely it's a no-brainer? 
We have the right to eat from our Altar, our Sacrifice, our Savior 
To gain grace for our hearts so we may endure His reproach 
It means separating from the junk food of this world 
It means taking a path of persecution and hardship 
But it means possessing the greatest treasure imaginable 
That will last long after all the baubles and trinkets of the world 
And all the vain philosophies of men have turned to dust. 
Let's go to Him outside the camp! Take up cross and follow Him 

4.3. Don't go back to the old ways (v10-11) 
Note the subtle warning in these verses 
If you (Hebrews) return to OC worship, you'll cut yourselves off  
You'll have no right to eat of Christ - there will be no union 
Just as the OC priests could not eat the offerings of atonement 
You'll renounce any right to eat of Christ & receive grace 
Same is true for us - there is grace in no-one else 
No other way to get the true meat and true drink that bring life 
So do not abandon Christ - He is your only hope 
No matter how hard things may become by following Him, 
There is nowhere else to go for the grace you need! 
 
Perhaps you never came to Christ - still living in the old ways  
Hoping in rituals and ceremonies and works to save you 

John 6:53–58 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, 
you have no life in yourselves. 54 “He who eats My flesh and drinks 
My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 
“For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. 56 “He who eats 
My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57 “As the 
living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who 
eats Me, he also will live because of Me. 58 “This is the bread which 
came down out of heaven; not as the fathers ate and died; he who 
eats this bread will live forever.”  

You MUST eat of this altar - there is no other that brings life! 

5. Conclusions 
We are here as the NC priesthood in the heavenly tabernacle 
We have the right to eat from our altar 
To do spiritually something OC priesthood couldn't do physically  
This is our privilege - far greater than anything under the OC 
Freely granted to us in Christ - amazing grace! 
How we should praise our God for this! 
 
Let's use Lord's Supper today to feast in our hearts on Jesus 
To strengthen our hearts with grace  
To resolve to take up our cross and follow, not to turn back  
And to be very, very thankful!  Amen! 


