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I.  The Revival of 1735.   

A.  Orientation:   

1.  Last week, we considered two things:   

a.  What a revival is.   

b.  And a brief history of revival.   

 

2.  With regard to what it is:   

a.  We saw that it is a work the Lord does,  

b.  But not apart from the means:  We must still pray; we must still evangelize.   

c.  However, we can do these things and still not see a revival.   

(i)  The Lord must also be willing to pour out of His Spirit.   

(ii)  We’ll see more about this in this lecture.   

 

3.  We also saw a brief history of revival,  

a.  Just to remind us that what Edwards said was true:   

b.  Revival is one of the main ways the Lord advances His kingdom.   

 

B.  Tonight, we’re going to look at a particular revival:  what we’ll call the revival of 1735.   

1.  The revival itself.   

a.  Toward the end of December of 1734,  

(i)  Sixteen years after the last revival in Northampton in 1718,  

(ii)  And in the eighth year of his ministry,  

(iii)  Edwards experienced the first revival to take place under his ministry.   

(iv)  He wrote in his Faithful Narrative of the Surprising Work of God, “Then it was . 

. . that the Spirit of God began extraordinarily to set in, and wonderfully to work 

among us:  and there were, very suddenly, one after another, five or six persons, 

who were to all appearances savingly converted.”   

 

b.  This revival continued into the opening weeks of 1735.   

(i)  Again he writes, “A great and earnest concern about the great things of religion, 

and the eternal world, became universal in all parts of the town and among 

persons of all degrees and all ages.  All other talk but about spiritual and eternal 

things was soon thrown by; all the conversation, in all companies and upon all 

occasions, was upon these things only, unless so much as was necessary for 

people carrying on their ordinary secular business…. The minds of people were 

wonderfully taken off from the world; it was treated amongst us as a thing of very 

little consequence.”   

(ii)  “When once the Spirit of God began to be so wonderfully poured out in a 

general way through the town, people had soon done with their old quarrels, 

backbitings, and intermeddling with other men’s matters.  The tavern was soon 

left empty and persons kept very much at home; none went abroad unless on 
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necessary business, or on some religious account, and every day seemed in many 

respects like a Sabbath-day.  The place of resort was now altered, it was no longer 

the tavern, but the minister’s house that was thronged far more than ever the 

tavern had been wont to be.”   

(iii)  “Our public assemblies were then beautiful:  the congregation was alive in 

God’s service, everyone earnestly intent on the public worship, every hearer eager 

to drink in the words of the minister as they came from his mouth; the assembly in 

general were, from time to time, in tears while the Word was preached; some 

weeping with sorrow and distress, others with joy and love, others with pity and 

concern for the souls of their neighbours.”   

(iv)  “Our public praises were then greatly enlivened; God was then served in our 

psalmody, in some measure, in the beauty of holiness.  It has been observable that 

there has been scarce any part of divine worship wherein good men amongst us 

have had grace so drawn forth, and their hearts so lifted up in the ways of God, as 

in singing his praises….”   

(v)  “Persons after their conversion often speak of religious things as seeming new to 

them:  that preaching is a new thing:  that it seems to them they never heard 

preaching before; that the Bible is a new book:  they find there new chapters, new 

psalms, new histories, because they see them in a new light.  Here was a 

remarkable instance of an aged woman, of above seventy years, who had spent 

most of her days under Mr. Stoddard’s powerful ministry.  Reading in the New 

Testament concerning Christ’s suffering for sinners, she seemed astonished at 

what she read, as what was real and very wonderful, but quite new to her.  At 

first, before she had time to turn her thoughts, she wondered within herself, that 

she had never heard of it before; but then immediately recollected herself, and 

thought she had often heard of it, and read it, but never till now saw it as real.  She 

then cast in her mind how wonderful this was that the Son of God should undergo 

such things for sinners and how she had spent her time in ungratefully sinning 

against so good a God and such a Saviour – though she was a person, apparently, 

of a very blameless and inoffensive life.  And she was so overcome by those 

considerations that her nature was ready to fail under them:  those who were about 

her, and knew not what was the matter, were surprised and thought she was a 

dying.”   

 

c.  The revival reached its peak in March and April.   

(i)  At that time, Edwards was seeing conversions taking place “at the rate, at least, 

of four persons in a day, or near thirty in a week, take one with another, for five or 

six weeks together,” which is remarkable considering there were only about 200 

families in the town.   

(ii)  He writes, “I received into our communion about a hundred before our 

sacrament….  I took in near sixty before the next sacrament day, whose 

appearance, when they presented themselves together to make an open explicit 

profession of Christianity was affecting to the congregation.”   

(iii)  Another sixty were added at the next communion.   

(a)  Bear in mind, they weren’t having weekly communion as we are.   

(b)  They usually celebrated it every eight weeks.   
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d.  He concluded with regard to how many might have been saved:  “I am far from 

pretending to be able to determine how many have lately been the subjects of such 

mercy, but if I may be allowed to declare anything that appears to be probable in a 

thing of this nature, I hope that more than 300 souls were savingly brought home to 

Christ in this town in the space of half a year, and about the same number of males as 

females….  I hope that by far the greater part of persons in this town, above sixteen 

years of age, are such as have the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ….  There are 

very few houses in the whole town into which salvation has not lately come, in one 

or more instances.”   

 

2.  News of the revival begins to spread; A Faithful Narrative of the Surprising Work of 

God.   

a.  Widespread revivals were virtually unknown in these times, so others were having a 

hard time believing these things were true.   

b.  When Benjamin Colman, a senior minister in Boston, wrote to Edwards to find out 

more about the recent revival, Edwards replied in a short letter on May 30, 1735.   

c.  After describing what had taken place, Edwards wrote, “The extraordinariness of the 

thing has been, I believe, one principal cause that people abroad have suspected it….  

I have given you a particular account of this affair which Satan has so much 

misrepresented in the country.”   

d.  Colman was impressed enough to pass on part of the letter to John Guyse and Isaac 

Watts, two English Nonconformist leaders.   

e.  When Watts shared the letter with his congregation, they wanted to know more and 

to have what was known put into print.   

f.  Guyse wrote to Colman, who then wrote to Edwards’ uncle, William Williams.   

(i)  Because interest in the revival had spread to more than one country, Colman 

wanted this endeavor to be endorsed by the county’s senior minister.   

(ii)  Williams confirmed the event and passed on the request from London to his 

nephew at Northampton.   

 

g.  Edwards then wrote a much fuller letter to Colman, dated November 6, 1736.   

(i)  It was in the second letter that he gave the number of probable converts (as we 

saw above), along with two additional examples – that of Abigail Hutchison and 

Phebe Bartlet.   

(ii)  Edwards also gave Colman the freedom to use the letter as he saw fit.   

(iii)  Colman took, what would later amount to a 132 page book, reduced it to an 18 

page abridgement and included it as an appendix to a book of sermons by 

Williams that he was supervising through a Boston printer.   

(iv)  The book entitled, The Duty and Interest of a People, came out in December, 

1736.   

(a)  That appendix was the first printed news of the revival.   

(b)  Colman wrote at its conclusion, “If the taste here given of Mr. Edwards his 

excellent letter excite in persons of piety a desire to have the whole of it 

published, it is hereby notified that subscriptions for that end will be taken.”   
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(v)  Watts and Guyse received the abridgement in February of 1737, and 

immediately wanted to see the whole in print.  They wrote, “So strange and 

surprising [a] work of God that we have not heard anything like it since the 

Reformation….  should be published and left upon record.”   

(vi)  They also sent five pounds to contribute to its printing in Boston.   

 

h.  Colman decided not to go ahead with the printing, probably because he was waiting 

for more subscriptions and because he was too busy to transcribe and edit it for the 

printer.   

(i)  But because those in London were eager to see it, he sent the original letter to 

Watts and Guyse, who would be able to publish the letter for a much wider 

audience than New England.   

(ii)  This is how the letter came to be published as a book in the fall of 1737.  Watts 

and Guyse wrote the preface, and the entitled the work, A Faithful Narrative of 

the Surprising Work of God in the Conversion of Many Hundred Souls in 

Northampton, and the Neighboring Towns and Villages of New Hampshire, in 

New England.   

(a)  In it, they write, “Certainly it becomes us, who profess the religion of Christ, 

to take notice of such astonishing exercises of his power and mercy, and give 

him the glory which is due, when he begins to accomplish any of his promises 

concerning the latter days:  and it gives us further encouragement to pray, and 

wait, and hope for the like display of his power in the midst of us.  The hand of 

God is not shortened that it cannot save, but we have reason to fear that our 

iniquities, our coldness in religion, and the general carnality of our spirits, have 

raised a wall of separation between God and us:  and we may add, the pride 

and perverse humor of infidelity, degeneracy, and apostasy from the Christian 

faith, which have of late years broken out amongst us, seem to have provoked 

the Spirit of Christ to absent himself much from our nation.  ‘Return, O Lord, 

and visit thy churches, and revive thine own work in the midst of us.’”   

(b)  “We are taught also by this happy event, how easy it will be for our blessed 

Lord to make a full accomplishment of all his predictions concerning his 

kingdom, and to spread his dominion from sea to sea, through all the nations of 

the earth.  We see how easy it is for him with one turn of his hand, with one 

word of his mouth, to awaken whole countries of stupid and sleeping sinners, 

and kindle divine life in their souls.  The heavenly influence shall run from 

door to door, filling the hearts and lips of every inhabitant with importunate 

inquiries, What shall we do to be saved?  And how shall we escape the wrath 

to come?  And the name of Christ the Savior shall diffuse itself like a rich and 

vital perfume to multitudes that were ready to sink and perish under the painful 

sense of their own guilt and danger.  Salvation shall spread through all the 

tribes and ranks of mankind, as the lightning from heaven in a few moments 

would communicate a living flame through ten thousand lamps and torches 

placed in a proper situation and neighborhood.  Thus a nation shall be born in 

a day when our Redeemer please, and his faithful and obedient subjects shall 

become as numerous as the spires of grass in a meadow newly mown, and 

refreshed with the showers of heaven.”   
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(iii)  There were some things Watts and Guyse felt they had to edit from the letter – 

things that had mainly to do with the affections or emotions of those converted.   

(iv)  Murray writes, “The prevailing mood, even in many churches, was against the 

need or expectation of any emotion in those professing to be Christians.  Watts 

and Guyse mourned that fact and believed that things would change in any God-

given revival.  This was clearly their main concern in promoting the publication 

of Edwards:  ‘May a plentiful effusion of the blessed Spirit also descend on the 

British isles, and all their American plantations, to renew the face of religion 

there!’”   

 

3.  Influence of the book.   

a.  Edwards’ Faithful Narrative was possibly the most significant book written before 

the Great Awakening both in England and New England.  Between 1737 and 1739 it 

went through three editions and twenty printings.   

b.  In England it gained the attention of that generation of men who were about to be 

used by the Lord to shake the nation.  John Wesley wrote in his Journal for October 

9, 1738, “I set out for Oxford.  In walking I read the truly surprising narrative of the 

conversions lately wrought in and about the town of Northampton, in New England.  

Surely ‘this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.’”   

 

4.  Revivals outside of New England.   

a.  There were no reports of revival as yet in Britain, but there were in other places 

outside New England.   

b.  By the Fall of 1735, Edwards was exhausted.   

(i)  Believing that a lengthy ride would restore his health, he made the long journey 

down to New York (about 163 miles), where he had some acquaintances from his 

previous pastorate in New York from 1722-23.   

(ii)  It was at this time he became acquainted with the Tennents.   

(a)  The Tennents were just becoming known in New England through their 

writings.   

(b)  Gilbert Tennent’s sermon, A Solemn Warning to the Secure World, and John 

Tennent’s, The Nature of Regeneration Opened, had just been published in 

Boston.   

(c)  William Tennent Sr., a Presbyterian pastor and teacher at his “log college” on 

Neshaminy Creek (twenty miles north of Philadelphia), had become a strong 

spokesman for revitalized Christianity.   

(d)  Through his four sons – Gilbert, William, John and Charles – as well as some 

of his pupils, his influence increased.   

(e)  Gilbert was pastor in New Brunswick, New Jersey and John in Freehold.  

When John died in 1732, he was succeeded by his elder brother William 

Tennent, Jr.   

(f)  William was thirty when Edwards met him in 1735, and it was likely that 

Edwards first heard about the revivals outside of New England from him.   

(g)  All three of the Tennent brothers had witnessed awakenings in local 

congregations a few years before the revival in Northampton.   
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5.  What the revivals had in common.   

a.  The spiritual state of the church was deplorable.   

(i)  Murray writes, “Prior to the 1730’s, the state of professing Christians in most 

parts of the English-speaking world appeared reminiscent of the wise and foolish 

virgins, ‘they all slumbered and slept.’  There was small difference between the 

church and the world.  Almost any degree of religious interest, or of adherence to 

the forms of religion, was considered enough to justify a person’s Christian 

profession, and all who grew up in the church were commonly treated as 

belonging to Christ, irrespective of evidence to the contrary.  Commenting on the 

state of affairs among the Presbyterian churches of the Middle Colonies, 

Archibald Alexander writes that there was soundness in the faith ‘but as to the 

vital power of godliness, there is reason to believe that it was little known or 

spoken of….  The habit of the preachers was to address their people as though 

they were all pious and only needed instruction and confirmation.  It was not a 

common thing to proclaim the terrors of a violated law and to insist on the 

absolute necessity of regeneration.’”   

(ii)  “This assessment would have been accepted by all the preachers of whom we are 

now speaking.  They judged that the fundamental need of their contemporaries 

was to understand the meaning of being a true Christian and, further, they were 

convinced that the absence of this understanding was to be attributed chiefly to a 

defective view of sin.  It had become assumed that men could be savingly related 

to Christ without any prior conviction about the sin which made their salvation 

necessary.  Men were treated as saved who never knew they were lost.  In New 

England spiritual conditions were probably better than in other parts, yet even 

there Solomon Stoddard could write:  ‘Multitudes of souls perish through the 

ignorance of those that should guide them in the way to heaven:  men are 

nourished up with vain hopes of being in a state of salvation before they have got 

half the way to Christ.’”   

(iii)  “It has sometimes been assumed that the preaching of the eighteenth-century 

leaders in the revivals in North America was simply continuing a well-established 

tradition.  That, however, is not the case.  The commonly-accepted preaching was 

not calculated to break through the prevailing formalism and indifference, and the 

preaching which did bring men to a sense of need and humiliation before God was 

of a very different order.”   

 

b.  The preaching necessary to awaken them.   

(i)  Murray writes [note the difference from Finney], “In the preaching which 

Edwards, the Tennents, and others were recovering in the 1730’s there was much 

more than a new degree of earnestness.  Their understanding of what was 

required of a preacher was different.  As Reformed pastors they knew that the 

purpose of preaching was not to induce the regeneration of their hearers.  The 

giving of new life to the spiritually dead is solely the act of the Spirit of God.  

None can enter the Kingdom of God without first being born from above.  But 

they also believed that it was God’s usual way and manner, in bestowing grace, to 

work in sinners prior to their regeneration in order to reveal their false security 
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and to bring them to conscious emptiness and need.  While they did not deny that 

faith may be given to infants, or even to some in older years, without any prior 

period of conviction, they understood the Bible to teach that, as a general rule, 

conviction precedes conversion.  Such conviction, in their view, is not a 

qualification which entitles a sinner to believe, nor can it savingly separate a man 

from sin, but it brings those who are destined for salvation to the acknowledgment 

of their need of mercy.”  

(ii)  “Edwards and his brethren consequently denied that ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ’ was the one message to be addressed to the unconverted.  Certainly that 

command presents the one term of salvation, and as such it is to be made known 

to all, but something else is first needed to make the command relevant.”   

(iii)  Robert Bolton writes, “A man must feel himself in misery, before he will go 

about to find a remedy; be sick before he will seek a physician; be in prison 

before he will seek for a pardon.  A sinner must be weary of his former wicked 

ways before he will have recourse to Jesus Christ for refreshing.  He must be 

sensible of his spiritual poverty, beggary, and slavery under the devil, before he 

thirst kindly for heavenly righteousness, and willingly take up Christ’s sweet and 

easy yoke.  He must be cast down, confounded, condemned, a cast away, and lost 

in himself; before he will look about for a Saviour.”   

(iv)  How can a person be brought to see this?   

(a)  Edwards tells us they won’t see it by themselves – their sin blinds them to 

reality, so that they feel “secure.”   

(b)  “They do not realize that God sees them when they commit sin and will call 

them to an account for it.  They are stupidly senseless to the importance of 

eternal things.”   

(c)  The Holy Spirit must apply the truth to their consciences to awaken them.   

(d)  This He typically does through the preaching of the Word.   

(1)  Solomon Stoddard, Edwards’ grandfather, writes in his Guide to Christ, “It 

is the duty of ministers to preach such things to sinners as are proper to 

work this preparation.”   

(2)  David Dickson tells us that there is a voluntary examination that Christians 

often engage in, but there is also “a forced examination and wakening up of 

the conscience, whether the sinner wills or not.”   

(3)  This is what Paul did when he witnessed before Felix:  “The pastor’s part 

here is, not only to exhort men to a voluntary examination of themselves, 

but also by the sword of the Spirit, he must labour to open the apostums 

[festering sores] of proud sinners, discovering unto them as occasion serves, 

their wickedness, and denouncing the wrath of God against them, if 

possibly the Lord shall give them repentance, as he did to the hearers of 

Peter.”   

 

(e)  Edwards saw that though men are fallen, they still have a conscience that 

gives them a sense of right and wrong, and tells them there is a judgment 

coming for their crimes.   

(1)  These need to have their consciences stare them in the face otherwise, they 

won’t see their need of a sacrifice.   
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(2)  Robert Bolton writes, “Pressing upon men’s consciences with a jealous, 

discreet powerfulness, their special, principal, fresh-bleeding sins, is a 

notable means to break their hearts and bring them to remorse.”   

 

(f)  How can this be done?   

(1)  Through the Law.  Paul writes, “For through the Law comes the 

knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20).   

(2)  The Law brings men face to face with God’s holiness and shows them why 

they should fear Him – “that every mouth may be closed, and all the world 

may become accountable to God” (Rom. 3:19).   

(3)  When the Law does its work – when it creates a deep awareness of sin and 

the need of a Savior – in several people at one time, this is revival.   

(4)  Edwards writes regarding the 1735 revival, “The only thing in their view 

was to get the kingdom of heaven and every one appeared pressing into it.  

The engagedness of their hearts in this great concern could not be hid, it 

appeared in their very countenances.  It then was a dreadful thing amongst 

us to lie out of Christ, in danger every day of dropping into hell; and what 

persons’ minds were intent upon was to escape for their lives, and to fly 

from wrath to come….  The town seemed to be full of the presence of God; 

it never was so full of love, nor of joy, and yet so full of distress, as it was 

then.”   

(5)  Murray writes, “Possibly the greatest practical lesson from the 1735 

revival for the pulpit of our day is that when ministers have to deal with 

indifference and unconcern they will simply beat the air unless they begin 

where the Holy Spirit begins, ‘When he is come he will convict the world of 

sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment’(John 16:8).”   

 

6.  Let’s end this lecture with one of the two testimonies Edwards included in his book, A 

Faithful Narrative:  that of Phebe Bartlet.   

a.  This comes from Edwards’ Faithful Narrative of the Surprising Work of God, and 

will be told in his own words, with some abridgement.   

(i)  The account comes from Phebe’s parents, whom Edwards had no reason to 

doubt.   

(ii)  There are several indications here that she was genuinely converted.   

(iii)  History also bears it out:  the editor of the edition the Banner of Truth reprinted 

indicated that Phebe was still living in his day – he writes, “She was still living in 

March 1789, and maintained the character of a true convert.”   

(iv)  May the Lord use this example of His gracious work also to challenge our 

hearts to see whether He has done a saving work in us.   

 

b.  “She was born in March, 1731.  About the latter end of April, or beginning of May, 

1735, she was greatly affected by the talk of her brother, who had been hopefully 

converted a little before, at about eleven years of age, and then seriously talked to her 

about the great things of religion.  Her parents did not know of it at that time, and 

were not wont, in the counsels they gave to their children, particularly to direct 

themselves to her, being so young, and, as they supposed, not capable of 
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understanding.  But after her brother had talked to her, they observed her very 

earnestly listen to the advice they gave to the other children; and she was observed 

very constantly to retire, several times in a day, as was concluded, for secret prayer.  

She grew more and more engaged in religion, and was more frequent in her closet; 

till at last she was wont to visit it five or six times a day:  and was so engaged in it, 

that nothing would at any time divert her from her stated closet exercises.  Her 

mother often observed and watched her, when such things occurred as she thought 

most likely to divert her, either by putting it out of her thoughts, or otherwise 

engaging her inclinations; but never could observe her to fail.  She mentioned some 

very remarkable instances.”   

c.  “She once of her own accord spoke of her unsuccessfulness, in that she could not 

find God, or to that purpose.  But on Thursday, the last day of July, about the middle 

of the day, the child being in the closet, where she used to retire, her mother heard 

her speaking aloud; which was unusual, and never had been observed before.  And 

her voice seemed to be as of one exceedingly importunate and engaged; but her 

mother could distinctly hear only these words, spoken in a childish manner, but with 

extraordinary earnestness, and out of distress of soul, PRAY, BLESSED LORD, give 

me salvation!  I PRAY, BEG, pardon all my sins!  When the child had done prayer, 

she came out of the closet, sat down by her mother, and cried out aloud.  Her mother 

very earnestly asked her several times what the matter was, before she would make 

any answer; but she continued crying, and writhing her body to and fro, like one in 

anguish of spirit.  Her mother then asked her, whether she was afraid that God would 

not give her salvation.  She then answered, Yes, I am afraid I shall go to hell!  Her 

mother then endeavored to quiet her, and told her she would not have her cry, she 

must be a good girl, and pray every day, and she hoped God would give her 

salvation.  But this did not quiet her at all; she continued thus earnestly crying, and 

taking on for some time, till at length she suddenly ceased crying, and began to 

smile, and presently said with a smiling countenance, Mother, the kingdom of heaven 

is come to me!  Her mother was surprised at the sudden alteration, and at the speech; 

and knew not what to make of it; but at first said nothing to her.  The child presently 

spoke again, and said, There is another come to me, and there is another, there is 

three; and being asked what she meant, she answered, One is, Thy will be done, and 

there is another, Enjoy him for ever; by which it seems, that when the child said, 

There is three come to me; she meant three passages of her catechism that came to 

her mind.   

d.  “After the child had said this, she retired again into her closet, and her mother went 

over to her brother’s, who was next neighbor; and when she came back, the child, 

being come out of the closet, meets her mother with this cheerful speech; I can find 

God now! referring to what she had before complained of, that she could not find 

God.  Then the child spoke again and said, I love God!  Her mother asked her, how 

well she loved God, whether she loved God better than her father and mother.  She 

said, Yes.  Then she asked her, whether she loved God better than her little sister 

Rachel.  She answered, Yes, better than any thing! . . . Her mother asked her, 

whether she was afraid of going to hell, and if that had made her cry?  She answered, 

Yes, I was; but now I shan’t.  Her mother asked her, whether she thought that God 

had given her salvation: she answered, Yes.  Her mother asked her. When?  She 
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answered, Today.  She appeared all that afternoon exceeding cheerful and joyful. . . . 

That evening, as she lay a-bed, she called one of her little cousins to her, who was 

present in the room, as having something to say to him; and when he came, she told 

him, that Heaven was better than earth.  The next day, her mother asked her what 

God made her for?  She answered, To serve him; and added, Every body should 

serve God, and get an interest in Christ.  

e.  “The same day the elder children, when they came home from school, seemed much 

affected with the extraordinary change that seemed to be made in Phebe.  And her 

sister Abigail standing by, her mother took occasion to counsel her, now to improve 

her time, to prepare for another world.  On which Phebe burst out in tears, and cried 

out, Poor Nabby!  Her mother told her, she would not have to cry; she hoped that 

God would give Nabby salvation; but that did not quiet her, she continued earnestly 

crying for some time.  When she had in a measure ceased, her sister Eunice being by 

her, she burst out again, and cried, Poor Eunice! and cried exceedingly; and when 

she had almost done, she went into another room, and there looked upon her sister 

Naomi:  and burst out again, crying, Poor Amy!  Her mother was greatly affected at 

such a behavior in a child, and knew not what to say to her.  One of the neighbors 

coming in a little after, asked her what she had cried for.  She seemed at first 

backward to tell the reason:  her mother told her she might tell that person . . . upon 

which she said, she cried because she was afraid they would go to hell.  

f.  “At night, a certain minister, who was occasionally in the town, was at the house, and 

talked with her of religious things.  After he was gone, she sat leaning on the table, 

with tears running from her eyes; and being asked what made her cry, she said, I was 

thinking about God. . . .   

g.  “From this time there appeared a very remarkable abiding change in the child.  She 

has been very strict upon the Sabbath; and seems to long for the Sabbath-day before 

it comes, and will often in the week time be inquiring how long it is to the Sabbath-

day, and must have the days between particularly counted over, before she will be 

contented.  She seems to love God’s house, and is very eager to go thither.  Her 

mother once asked her, why she had such a mind to go? whether it was not to see 

fine folks?  She said, No, it was to hear Mr. Edwards preach.  When she is in the 

place of worship, she is very far from spending her time there as children at her age 

usually do, but appears with an attention that is very extraordinary for such a child.  

She also appears very desirous at all opportunities to go to private religious 

meetings; and is very still and attentive at home, during prayer, and has appeared 

affected in time of family-prayer.  She seems to delight much in hearing religious 

conversation.  When I once was there with some strangers, and talked to her 

something of religion, she seemed more than ordinarily attentive; and when we were 

gone, she looked out very wistfully after us, and said, I wish they would come again!  

Her mother asked her, Why? Says she, I love to hear ’em talk.   

h.  “She seems to have very much of the fear of God before her eyes, and an 

extraordinary dread of sinning against him; of which her mother mentioned the 

following remarkable instance.  Some time in August, the last year, she went with 

some bigger children to get some plums in a neighbor’s lot, knowing nothing of any 

harm in what she did; but when she brought some of the plums into the house, her 

mother mildly reproved her, and told her that she must not get plums without leave, 
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because it was sin:  God had commanded her not to steal.  The child seemed greatly 

surprised, and burst out in tears, and cried out, I won’t have these plums! and turning 

to her sister Eunice, very earnestly said to her, Why did you ask me to go to that 

plum-tree?  I should not have gone, if you had not asked me.  The other children did 

not seem to be much affected or concerned; but there was no pacifying Phebe.  Her 

mother told her, she might go and ask leave, and then it would not be sin for her to 

eat them; and sent one of the children to that end; and, when she returned, her mother 

told her that the owner had given leave, now she might eat them, and it would not be 

stealing.  This stilled her a little while; but presently she broke out again into an 

exceeding fit of crying.  Her mother asked her, What made her cry again?  Why she 

cried now, since they had asked leave?  What it was that troubled her now?  And 

asked her several times very earnestly, before she made any answer; but at last said, 

It was because, BECAUSE IT WAS SIN.  She continued a considerable time crying; 

and said she would not go again if Eunice asked her an hundred times; and she 

retained her aversion to that fruit for a considerable time, under the remembrance of 

her former sin. 

i.  “She sometimes appears greatly affected, and delighted with texts of Scripture that 

come to her mind.  Particularly about the beginning of November, that text came to 

her mind, Rev. 3:20, ‘Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 

voice, and open the door, I will come in, and sup with him, and he with me.’  She 

spoke of it to those of the family with a great appearance of joy, a smiling 

countenance, and elevation of voice; and afterwards she went into another room, 

where her mother overheard her talking very earnestly to the children about it; and 

particularly heard her say to them, three or four times over, with an air of exceeding 

joy and admiration, Why, it is to SUP WITH GOD. . . .  

j.  “She has often manifested a great concern for the good of others’ souls:  and has been 

wont many times affectionately to counsel the other children.  Once, about the latter 

end of September, the last year, when she and some others of the children were in a 

room by themselves, husking Indian corn, the child, after a while, came out and sat 

by the fire.  Her mother took notice that she appeared with a more than ordinary 

serious and pensive countenance; but at last she broke silence, and said, I have been 

talking to Nabby and Eunice.  Her mother asked her what she had said to them.  

Why, said she, I told them they must pray, and prepare to die; that they had but a 

little while to live in this world, and they must be always ready.  When Nabby came 

out, her mother asked her, whether she had said that to them.  Yes, said she, She said 

that, and a great deal more.  At other times, the child took opportunities to talk to 

the other children about the great concern of their souls, so as much to affect them. . . 

.   

k.  “She has discovered an uncommon degree of a spirit of charity, particularly on the 

following occasion.  A poor man that lives in the woods, had lately lost a cow that 

the family much depended on; and being at the house, he was relating his misfortune, 

and telling of the straits and difficulties they were reduced to by it.  She took much 

notice of it, and it wrought exceedingly on her compassion.  After she had attentively 

heard him awhile, she went away to her father, who was in the shop, and entreated 

him to give that man a cow:  and told him, that the poor man had no cow! that the 

hunters, or something else, had killed his cow! and entreated him to give him one of 
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theirs.  Her father told her that they could not spare one.  Then she entreated him to 

let him and his family come and live at his house: and had much more talk of the 

same nature, whereby she manifested bowels of compassion to the poor.   

l.  “She has manifested great love to her minister:  particularly when I returned from my 

long journey for my health, the last fall.  When she heard of it, she appeared very 

joyful at the news, and told the children of it, with an elevated voice, as the most 

joyful tidings; repeating it over and over.  Mr. Edwards is come home!  Mr. Edwards 

is come home!   

m.  “She still continues very constant in secret prayer, so far as can be observed, for she 

seems to have no desire that others should observe her when she retires, being a child 

of a reserved temper.  Every night, before she goes to bed, she will say her 

catechism, and will by no means miss.  She never forgot it but once, and then, after 

she was a-bed, thought of it, and cried out in tears, I han't said my catechism! and 

would not be quieted till her mother asked her the catechism as she lay in bed.  She 

sometimes appears to be in doubt about the condition of her soul; and when asked, 

whether she thinks that she is prepared for death, speaks something doubtfully about 

it.  At other times she seems to have no doubt, but when asked, replies, Yes, without 

hesitation.”   

n.  Any questions?   
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