
“The Purpose of Redemption” 
(Isaiah 51:7-8)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Over the past two Lord’s Days, we consider two Messianic psalms.   
a.  Last week, we considered Psalm 22:   

(i)  One of the clearest prophecies regarding the Messiah and the suffering He 
would undergo to save His people – everyone who would trust in Him.   

(ii)  It’s also one of the clearest prophecies regarding the blessings He would 
bring through His sufferings:  that He would be exalted over all, that He 
would receive a praising people, that all nations would bow before Him, that 
all the earth would experience the prosperity of His blessings.   

 
b.  Two weeks ago, we looked at Psalm 21:   

(i)  This psalm spoke of how much the Messiah would rejoice in the work the 
Father sent Him to do, of how the Messiah would trust the Father’s strength 
in His state of humiliation, and of the glory that would follow in His 
exaltation.   

(ii)  One aspect of this was how the Lord would find out and make all His 
enemies a fiery oven in the time of His anger.   

 
2.  These psalms remind us that the Father was showing His people His Messiah – 

who He was, what He would do – long before He actually came.   
a.  The Old Testament Scriptures are a record of the Father’s preparing for His 

Son’s coming.   
b.  The NT is a record of that coming and of what the outcome of His work will be 

in God’s overall plan.   
c.  Together, they form a history of the unfolding of God’s work of Redemption.   

(i)  The phrase “the History of Redemption” can be a loaded term today, 
especially since it is understood differently by different camps.   
(a)  All understand it as a history of God’s work of salvation.   
(b)  But some take it too far, believing that everything in the Old Testament 

somehow points directly to the person and work of Christ.   
 

(ii)  This is just to say we shouldn’t always assume we understand what 
someone means by this phrase until we see how they use it.   

(iii)  We should also be careful not to throw the baby out with the bathwater, by 
forgetting that the Bible is the History of God’s work of Redemption.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’re going to begin a series that looks at the Bible from this 
perspective:  as the record of God’s redemption of the world through Jesus Christ, 
and we’ll begin with Isaiah 51:7-8.   
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a.  For your information, many of the insights we’ll see this morning and in 
subsequent weeks will be taken from Edwards’ work The History of 
Redemption.   

b.  The first thing we should note is what the Lord was doing in our text.   
(i)  He intended to comfort His church from the persecution she was then going 

through.   
(ii)  He did this by reminding her of two things:  His faithfulness and mercy, 

both of which He would reveal through His salvation when He finally 
delivered her.   

(iii)  He does this by way of contrast:   
(a)  The power and prosperity of their enemies would be short lived.  “The 

moth will eat them like a garment, and the grub will eat them like wool.”  
Things might be going well for them now, but little by little they would 
lose everything and eventually be destroyed, and with their destruction, 
their persecutions would end.   

(b)  His Church, on the other hand, would be blessed:  “My righteousness 
shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation.”   

 
c.  Who are those who would be blessed?   

(i)  We see in verse 7, “You who know righteousness” and “a people in whose 
heart is My [God’s] Law”.   

(ii)  In other words, this blessing is promised to the Church.   
 

d.  What is the blessing that God promised her?   
(i)  First, God was pledging His righteousness:  His faithfulness in fulfilling His 

covenant promises, which they didn’t deserve, but which Christ would earn 
for them through the covenant of Grace.   

(ii)  The second was the promised blessing of salvation that comes in His 
righteousness.   
(a)  God’s righteousness was the cause and salvation the effect.  His 

faithfulness is the root, salvation is the fruit.   
(b)  Salvation is a word that summarizes everything God does to purchase 

and grant those blessings.   
 

e.  How long would this blessing continue?   
(i)  The blessings of salvation would continue to all generations; to the end of 

the world or to the end of the generations of men.   
(ii)  The work of salvation the Lord is speaking of here would end when God 

brought the world to an end, when He has delivered His church from all her 
enemies, at the last generation; but the fruits of salvation – those blessings He 
gives through Christ – would remain after the world as we now know it has 
ended:  “Lift up your eyes to the sky, then look to the earth beneath; for the 
sky will vanish like smoke, and the earth will wear out like a garment and its 
inhabitants will die in like manner; but My salvation will be forever, and My 
righteousness will not wane” (51:6).   
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(iii)  The work of salvation or redemption is something God carries on from 
generation to generation, or from the beginning generation to the last 
generation at the end of the world.   
(a)  The Lord began to reveal and apply it to Adam and Eve.   
(b)  He continued to apply it, as He willed, throughout their successive 

generations.   
(c)  And He will continue to do so until He has finished this work at the end 

of the world, at the Second Coming of Christ, when the last of His sheep 
have been gathered in.   

(d)  After that, the work will be done, but its fruits will remain forever.   
 

2.  This morning, we’re going to consider two things as we begin.   
a.  First, we’ll consider precisely what we’ll be looking at in this study of the 

History of Redemption.   
b.  And second, what God’s purpose was behind this redemption.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what will we be looking at?   
1.  Sometimes the work of redemption has a very narrow focus, centering on the work 

Jesus did to accomplish it.   
a.  It begins with His incarnation and ends with His resurrection.   
b.  His work is what purchased the grace that makes all this possible.  Without 

Jesus, there would be no redemption; but this isn’t all we’re going to look at.   
 

2.  We’re going to consider this work in its larger sense:  everything God did to 
accomplish this work:   
a.  Everything the Father did that leads up to it; the work Jesus did to purchase 

redemption for us; and the application of that work to us by the Spirit.   
b.  Another way of saying this is that we will be looking at:   

(i)  All that Jesus did as mediator – as prophet, priest and king – before He was 
in the world, while in the world, and since He was exalted.   

(ii)  All that the Father and Holy Spirit have done in preparing, accomplishing 
and promoting this work.   

(iii)  All that is involved in the execution of the one plan of the eternal covenant 
of redemption.   

(iv)  Everything between the Fall and the end of the world, including the work 
the Lord did to bring about the blessings and what the blessings are 
themselves.   

 
3.  This doesn’t mean, of course, that the Lord didn’t do anything towards 

accomplishing this work before the Fall.   
a.  There was the eternal covenant between the members of the Godhead, in which 

the three persons of the Godhead agreed to do this work and how it would be 
done – the Father would send the Son, the Son would submit to the Father and 
come, the Spirit would apply that work and be the reward purchased.   
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b.  There was the creation of the world as the arena in which the Lord would work 
out His redemption.   

c.  There was the creation of heaven as the place the redeemed would dwell with 
Him.   

d.  And the creation of the angels that they might be the servants of those who 
would inherit eternal life (Heb. 1:14).   

e.  There was work the Lord did to prepare for the work of redemption.   
 

4.  And it doesn’t mean that there aren’t fruits of this work that will also continue after 
the work is done.   
a.  The work of redemption will end with the world.   
b.  But the fruits of it – the glory and blessedness of the saints, and the glory the 

Father, Christ and the Spirit receive from this, will remain forever.   
 

B.  Second, let’s consider why God planned this redemption.  What was His purpose?   
1.  We can better understand what God is doing if we know why He is doing it, what 

He is seeking to accomplish.   
a.  If we saw a construction crew working on something, but we didn’t know what 

they were building, we would be confused until what they were building began 
to take shape.  On the other hand, if we knew what they were building before 
they started, we would better be able to understand what they were doing at each 
step.   

b.  The same is true with regard to the work of Redemption – looking back at what 
God did, knowing now what He intended, gives us a better understanding of the 
different parts.   

 
2.  So what is God’s purpose in this work?  There are actually four:   

a.  First, God intends to glorify Himself in this work by subduing His enemies.   
(i)  Very soon after the Creation, evil entered the Creation through the fall of the 

angels and through Adam’s sin.   
(a)  Satan and his angels rose up against God, and tried to overthrow His plan 

on earth, take His throne, and set himself up as the god of this world.   
(b)  When he failed, he tried to destroy man by making him God’s enemy – 

and so he tempted Adam and Eve, brought sin into the world, and its 
consequences, misery and death.   

 
(ii)  One of God’s purposes for His work of redemption is to subdue these 

enemies under His feet (1 Cor 15:25).   
(a)  He revealed this at the very beginning of this work:  the seed of the 

woman was to crush the serpent’s head (Gen. 3:15).   
(b)  One aspect of Christ’s mission in coming into the world was to destroy 

the works of the devil (1 John 3:8):   
(1)  This includes setting His people free from their corruption, 

transforming them into His image, and giving them victory over death:  
This is how He subdues part of His enemies, since even the elect were 
His enemies at one time.   
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(2)  And it includes the subjection of all His other enemies by force.   
 

b.  Second, God intends to glorify Himself in this work by restoring the Creation.   
(i)  The Fall brought the curse down upon all Creation.  But the Lord intends to 

restore it:   
(a)  Peter tells us that heaven must receive Jesus until “the restoration of all 

things” (Acts 3:21).   
(b)  He also tells us that there are “times of refreshing” in the future that will 

come from the Lord (v. 19).   
 

(ii)  He’s talking about the New Creation:  the New Heavens and the New Earth 
that will be populated by New Creatures in Christ.   
(a)  God intends through His work to restore the souls of His elect.   

(1)  Man was ruined by the fall; the image of God was effaced/erased; he 
became corrupt.   

(2)  He intends to restore this image in His people – to begin it in this 
world and to perfect it in the next.   

 
(b)  He intends to restore man’s body.   

(1)  Man’s body was ruined by the Fall and became subject to death.   
(2)  God intends through the work of Redemption not only to restore it 

through the resurrection, but to make it immortal by conforming it to 
Christ’s glorified body.   

 
(c)  And He intends to restore the world:   

(1)  The world was also ruined by the Fall – Scripture represents it as 
returning to the chaos from which God made it (Jer. 4:23).   

(2)  But God intends to restore the Creation, to make a new heaven and a 
new earth:   
(A)  “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former 

things will not be remembered or come to mind” (Isa. 65:17).   
(B)  “But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and 

a new earth, in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:13).   
 

(3)  He began this work immediately after the Fall, and will continue it 
until it is completed at the end, when the world will be restored (Rev. 
21:1).   

 
c.  Third, He intends to glorify Himself in this work by gathering His elect to 

Himself and by perfecting and glorifying them.   
(i)  He intends to gather them – both elect men and angels – into one body, 

under one Head, to Himself.   
(a)  We know that Christ came to gather His people together and to reconcile 

them to God.   
(b)  But we don’t often think about the holy angels in this regard:   
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(1)  It’s true they don’t need to be reconciled, because they were never 
alienated from Him.   

(2)  But they are a part of this redemption:   
(A)  God gave them the grace to remain true to Christ when Satan 

rebelled – in a certain sense, they were redeemed by Christ.   
(B)  And He gave them this grace that they might serve the purpose for 

which they were created – to be ministering spirits to those who 
inherit salvation (Heb. 1:14).   

(C)  Edwards believes this is the reason Satan and his angels rebelled in 
the first place:  being superior to man, they didn’t want to subject 
themselves to serve man.   

(D)  But the elect angels did, by God’s grace, and so they will be 
gathered to the Father through Christ.   

 
(ii)  He also intends to perfect and glorify His people.   

(a)  The angels are already perfect and in glory, but man isn’t.   
(b)  The Lord intends through this work to perfect and glorify the elect 

through Christ.   
(c)  Paul writes, “Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and 

which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for 
those who love Him” (1 Cor. 2:9).   

(d)  It was God’s plan to perfect His image in them in holiness and to bring 
them into a state of glory and blessedness, and along with them the elect 
angels under one head.   

 
d.  Finally, God intended through this work to glorify each member of the Trinity.   

(i)  He planned to glorify His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, and by glorifying 
Him, to glorify Himself:  “Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now 
is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him; if God is glorified in 
Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and will glorify Him 
immediately’” (John 13:31-32).   

(ii)  And of course He planned to glorify the Spirit by being what Christ 
purchased for us and by applying Himself to the hearts of the elect.   

(iii)  Through the work of Redemption we see the glory of each member of the 
Trinity and the whole Godhead is honored, as we’ve seen in the past Lord’s 
Day evening messages.   

 
e.  From here we will move on to explore the unfolding plan of God in the pages of 

Scripture, moving from the beginning of this work to its end.   
f.  But remember, if you love the Lord this morning, this work was for you – we’re 

looking at the history of God’s grace and mercy towards you.   
g.  If you aren’t trusting Jesus this morning, realize that God offers this work to 

you, this redemption, if you will reach out and embrace Jesus by faith, turn from 
your sins and follow Him.  Why wouldn’t you?  He’s done everything to 
provide salvation, to save you, all you need to do is receive it.  If you haven’t, 
do so now and enter into the love of God.  Amen.    


