
“The Price of Redemption” 

(Acts 20:28) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week we considered the incarnation of Christ:  how He came into the world by 

taking to Himself our nature.   

a.  Remember what this means:  Christ became a man.   

b.  But remember also what it doesn’t mean:  He did not cease to be God.   

(i)  He does not become a man by giving up His Deity.   

(ii)  Rather, He humbles Himself by taking to Himself a second nature, a human 

nature.   

 

2.  We saw why He had to do this to save us.   

a.  Unless He became a man, He would not have been able to obey for us, for Christ, as 

God, is absolutely sovereign and can’t submit.   

b.  And unless He became a man, He would not have been able to suffer or die for us, 

for being the infinitely blessed and eternal God, He could not be subject to either.   

c.  It was also necessary that the nature that sinned against God and that owed God this 

obedience should be the one that would both obey and suffer.   

 

3.  We saw how He did this:   

a.  He was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary, His human nature being made of 

her substance, so that He might be in the line of Adam, in the line of Abraham and in 

the line of David, and so that He might be the seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15).   

b.  And because this conception took place by the Holy Spirit – because Jesus didn’t 

have a human father – He was not be charged with Adam’s sin.  If He had, He would 

not have been able to save Himself, not to mention us.   

 

4.  And we saw when He did this:  in the fullness of time.   

a.  When the principle of sin had worked its way throughout the world to show us how 

evil it is, that we might see how glorious and gracious He is.   

b.  And when the Lord had finished preparing the world so that the Gospel could be 

quickly communicated.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’re going to begin to look at what Jesus did to purchase salvation for 

us.   

a.  We’ll begin by looking at the price He paid generally, then we’ll look at some of the 

specifics beginning next week.   

b.  We’re not going to examine in detail everything that Jesus did, but look at the whole 

of His work more generally, just like we did when we went through the OT in this 

series.   
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c.  There are advantages both to broad sweeping overviews and by looking at the minute 

details.   

(i)  The broad overviews help us see the picture as a whole, seeing the forest, from 

the trees.   

(ii)  And descending into the details helps us to learn as much as we can about how 

the Lord would have us to love and serve Him.   

(iii)  We’re looking more at the forest, at the whole history of redemption, to 

understand the flow of the Bible from the beginning to the end, so that we will 

better be able to grasp what it’s all about.   

 

d.  The question we’re going to consider in this section is, What is it that Jesus did to 

purchase salvation?  The answer is, He did the two main things that needed to be 

done:   

(i)  First we owed a debt to God’s justice for our sins – our sins in Adam, as well as 

our own sins.  If we were to be saved, that debt needed to be paid.   

(a)  If we paid it, we would have to suffer forever in hell.   

(b)  But Jesus paid it for us – He satisfied His Father’s justice, He suffered hell for 

us – that we might escape hell.  We call this work the propitiation or 

satisfaction of Christ.   

 

(ii)  But we also owed God something else, if we were to enter heaven:  we owed 

Him perfect obedience.   

(a)  Jesus paid this as well:  we call this merit.   

(b)  He obeyed His Father’s Law, so that He might earn a perfect righteousness to 

cover our nakedness, a righteousness that He gives by faith.   

 

(iii)  The good news is, Jesus has paid both of these debts for us:   

(a)  Our debt to God’s justice through a life of humiliation and suffering.   

(b)  And our obligation to obey God’s Law perfectly through His own perfect life.   

 

2.  This is what we’re going to look at generally this morning:   

a.  The first thing we want to see is that everything Jesus did throughout the whole time 

He lived on this earth was to satisfy God’s justice and to merit our salvation.   

b.  And second, that everything Jesus did throughout the whole of His time on earth was 

both satisfying and meritorious.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what Jesus did throughout the whole time He was on earth, during the whole time of 

His humiliation, from the incarnation to the resurrection, not just at the cross, but through 

the whole of His life, was to purchase our salvation.   

1.  Everything that Christ endured while on earth, either though His humiliation or His 

suffering, was to satisfy our debt, not just His death.   

a.  The satisfaction He made wasn’t just at the end of His life, when He was handed 

over to the Gentiles, when He was scourged and crucified, though this was the 

greatest of His sufferings and His greatest act of satisfaction; but everything He 
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suffered, and every way in which He humbled Himself, from the incarnation to the 

resurrection, was all to satisfy His Father’s justice.   

b.  This included the incarnation – the fact that He, being God, humbled Himself to 

become a man:  that by itself was an infinite humiliation – the circumstances in 

which He was born were humble – born of a poor virgin, in a stable, laid in a manger 

– taking a human nature under the limitations and weaknesses brought about by the 

Fall was humbling – He was born in the likeness of sinful flesh and very likely 

subject to sickness.   

c.  All of His sufferings in His infancy and childhood, all the difficulties of His work 

both before His ministry as a carpenter and after He began His ministry, all the 

hatred and contempt He suffered from others, all the temptations He was subjected 

to, and all of the difficulties of any kind He suffered throughout His life, were all to 

satisfy God’s justice.   

d.  When He was under the power of death for three days while He was buried in the 

tomb, though at that time He was neither suffering in His body nor in His soul, was 

still a part of His humiliation and something He had to endure.  The wages of sin is 

death.  Jesus was dead, subject to the power of death – His body was in the grave, 

His soul was separated from His body – this was also part of the satisfaction He 

rendered to His Father for our sins.   

 

2.  What was true of His sufferings to satisfy God’s justice was also true of His obedience.   

a.  Every act of obedience, from the time He was born to the time He rose again from 

the dead, both in obeying God’s law in life, as well as His obedience in laying down 

His life, was all to purchase heaven for us.   

b.  When Jesus suffered and was humbled, He did it to pay for our crimes.  But when 

He obeyed, He did what man was obligated to do before he fell – to obey God 

perfectly.  Everything that Jesus did from His incarnation to His resurrection – all of 

His obedience – was meritorious; all of it was part of the price He paid for our 

happiness.   

 

B.  Second, everything Jesus did throughout the whole of His time on earth was at the same 

time both satisfying and meritorious.   

1.  Everything Jesus did in His suffering was an act of obedience to merit our happiness in 

heaven, and everything He did in His obedience was an act of either suffering or 

humiliation to satisfy for our sins.   

a.  He didn’t satisfy God’s justice through some things and purchase our salvation 

through others; but by the same acts, He did both at the same time.   

b.  When Christ obeyed, this was part of the righteousness by which He purchased 

heaven for us; but because everything He did also included some measure of self-

denial, difficulty and humiliation, it was also part of the satisfaction He made to 

God’s justice to secure our release.   

 

2.  Examples:   

a.  For example, when Jesus traveled about doing good, preaching the Gospel, and 

teaching His disciples, this was part of the good He did to merit heaven for us, 

because He did this in obedience to the Father; but it was also part of the satisfaction 



4 

He made to God’s justice, because it required a great deal of work and exposed Him 

to a great deal of ridicule and contempt.   

b.  When He laid down His life to satisfy God’s justice, He bore God’s wrath in our 

place; but when He did this, He was obeying His Father who had commanded Him 

to suffer in our place and lay down His life for us.   

c.  His circumcision, even though it wasn’t done as an act of His will, was still done 

according to the Law of Moses, and so was part of His obedience, but because it 

involved humiliation and pain, it was part of His satisfaction.   

d.  Even His being born in poverty was part of His satisfaction – because it was 

humbling – and part of His obedience, because He willingly submitted to it.   

e.  Everything He did was both satisfying and meritorious, from the very beginning of 

His life on earth to its very end.   

 

III.  Application.   

A.  Consider the price the Lord paid for your salvation.   

1.  It was the main part of God’s plan from all eternity to provide this salvation for us in 

Christ.   

2.  It’s what took up all of Christ’s time while on earth.   

3.  It’s something that has continued and still continues to involve all of His time in 

heaven, as He rules, protects and intercedes for us.   

4.  The Lord has given us an infinite gift, something that cost Him a great deal.   

5.  Do you understand it is the only price that can save you, and realizing this, have you 

received it?  Do you understand that it’s the only payment that can save others and have 

you been willing to tell others about it?   

 

B.  Second, considering what our Lord has done for us, what should we be willing to give to 

Him in return?   

1.  We probably understood before now that Christ’s obedience to earn heaven for us was 

throughout His life, but perhaps not to this degree.   

2.  We may not have understood that His whole life was a life of humiliation and suffering 

and so was part of the satisfaction He made to His Father’s justice, as well as His 

suffering and death on the cross.   

3.  This may also be the first time we’ve consider how everything Jesus did was both to 

satisfy His Father’s justice, as well as to earn our salvation.   

4.  He gave you His whole life:  what are you willing to give Him?  Jesus tells you what 

He wants in return:   

a.  He wants everything:  “So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give 

up all his own possessions” (Luke 14:33).   

b.  He wants you even to be willing to lay down your life for Him, as He laid down His 

life for you:  “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up 

his cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but 

whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” Matt. 16:24-25).   

c.  Have you paid this price?  You must, if you would be saved.   

d.  Let’s consider these things for a few moments as we prepare to come to the Table.   


