
The Preeminence of Love’’ 
(1 Corinthians 13: 1-31 

Introduction: In this text this morning we see something that the 
apostle Paul refers to which is of first importance in the life of 
the Christian, namely love. Throughout the Bible, love is insisted 
upon by Christ Tnqi the Apostles, more than any other virtue. 
word for love, apaq, means ”that disposition or affection whereby 
one is dear to another” (Edwards 2 ) .  It is used to signify both 
love to men and love to God. It is clear from this passage that 
love is the greatest virtue because of what it is compared to. 
First, he says that it is greater than the most excellent virtues 
which God bestows upon man, such as speaking in tongues, the gift of 
prophesy, understanding all mysteries, and faith so great as to 
remove mountains. Second, it is greater than the most virtuous 
sacrifices, giving all of one’s goods away and giving one’s body to 
be burned. Love is greater because Paul says if we have these 
things but do not have love, it profits nothing. If any of these 
other things mentioned were the marks of saving faith, then they 
would avail something without love. But what the Spirit is teaching 
you through this passage this morning is, 

The 

That which distinguishes a true Christian from a false 
Christian, a true faith from a false faith, is summed up in 
Christian love. 

I. The Spirit Is the One who Creates this Love in Your Heart. 
A. You Are Not to Think that this Virtue May Be Produced in 

Your Natural Strength. 
1.  The natural man can produce an outward display of love. 

a. It is not that the unbeliever never does any works 
which outwardly appear good. 
(il He may do works of philanthropy that put all 

Christians to shame. 

neighbors better than all his Christian 
ne i ghbor s . 

(iil He may love his wife, his children, and his 

b. But it falls short of a true love which is wrought 
by God because of the motive, standard and goal. 
(il The motive must be out of a love for God. 

(iil The standard must be the Word of God. 
(iiil 
(ivl 

And the goal must be the glory of God. 
Anything less does not honor God. 

2. But he is only enabled to do this through the work of 
God’s restraining influence. 
a. The natural man of himself is devoid of any good 

thing. 
(il He is totally depraved in all the parts of his 

being. 
Because of this he may not do anything with an 
absolutely pure motive. 

(iil 



2 

b. But those things which he does that are outwardly 
good are the result of God’s restraining grace. 

(il To see the works of some unregenerate people 
may leave you wondering why they need to be 
evangelized. 

They may even look better than you do as a 
Christian. 

1 ives. 

world, it would never survive while He calls 
out His elect. 

strength of one’s natural abilities. 

(iil They don’ t look so bad after all. 
(iiil 

(ivl But this is due to God’s restraint in their 

(vl If He was not restraining the evil in the 

(vil So this love may not be generated in the 

B. Rather, It Is the Work Wrought by the Spirit of God in Your 
Hearts. 
1.  God is love, and the one who has the Spirit of God 

dwelling in Him will have love dwelling in him as well. 
a. Christians are called ”partakers of the divine 

nature” ( 2  Pet. 1:4). 
(il God restores that which was lost in the Fall. 

(iil That which was lost was an aspect of God’s 
image. 

you begin to express the love of God in your 
1 ives. 

(iiil Now that that image is being restored in you, 

b. Children exhibit the same nature as their parents. 
When you came to Christ you were adopted as a 
child of God. 

re 1 at i onship. 

(il 

(iil Now your life will exhibit that change of 

2. The Spirit is represented in Scripture as the agent who 
works this love. 
a. The Spirit infuses in you love to God ”AND HOPE DOES 

NOT DISAPPOINT, BECAUSE THE LOVE OF GOD HAS BEEN 

WHO WAS GIVEN TO US” (Rom. 5:5). 

man ”IF WE LOVE ONE ANOTHER, GOD ABIDES IN US, AND 
HIS LOVE IS PERFECTED IN US. BY THIS WE KNOW THAT 
WE ABIDE IN HIM AND HE IN US, BECAUSE HE HAS GIVEN 
US OF HIS SPIRIT” ( I  John  4: 12, 13). 

c. And it is when the Spirit sovereignly converts you 
that He renews your heart in this love. 
(il When you trusted Christ, the Spirit of God 

began to dwell in your heart. 
And when He did, He began this work in you. 

always be there. 

POURED OUT WITHIN OUR HEARTS THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

b. By His indwelling the soul abides in love to God and 

(iil 
(iiil Whether in large measure or small, it will 

11. Love Is That Virtue which Distinguishes True Christians from 
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Mere Professors. 
A .  True Faith Works by Love and Fulfills all the Law of God. 

1.  It fulfills our duty toward God and man. 
a. The Scriptures say that the greatest commandment is 

to love God. 

(il ”AND ONE OF THEM, A LAWYER, ASKED HIM A 
QUESTION, TESTING HIM, ’TEACHER, WHICH IS THE 
GREAT COMMANDMENT IN THE LAW?’ AND HE SAID TO 
HIM, ’YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 
YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH 
ALL YOUR MIND.’ THIS IS THE GREAT AND FOREMOST 
COMMANDMENT” (Matt . 22: 35-38 1 .  
Love fulfills all of our duty to God summed up 
in the first four commandments. 

(iil 

b. It is also the sum of our duty toward man. 

NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ ON THESE TWO 
COMMANDMENTS DEPEND THE WHOLE LAW AND THE 
PROPHETS” (Matt . 22: 39-40 1 .  

(iil ”OWE NOTHING TO ANYONE EXCEPT TO LOVE ONE 
ANOTHER; FOR HE WHO LOVES HIS NEIGHBOR HAS 
FULFILLED THE LAW” [Rom. 13:8). 

(iiil ”FOR THE WHOLE LAW IS FULFILLED IN ONE WORD, IN 
THE STATEMENT, ’YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF” (Gal. 5: 14). 

(il THE SECOND IS LIKE IT, ’YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 

2. Furthermore the Scripture tells us that true faith works 
through love (Gal. 5: 6). 
a. Love is the most distinguishing mark of a true and 

1 iving f ai th. 
(il 

(iil 
(iiil 
(ivl 
(Vl 

(vi 1 

(viil 

(viiil 
(ixl 

Saving faith is not merely a speculative faith. 
It is a faith which works through love. 
Love is the heart and soul of a practical faith. 
A speculative faith is like light without heat. 
It is the assent of the understanding, without 
the consent of the heart. 
That is the kind of faith that the devils have. 
It is historical faith; it is non-saving faith. 
But a true faith accepts and embraces Christ; 
it is the act of the soul choosing Christ in 
love as its dearest portion. It is both light 
and heat. 
Love is that which makes the faith alive. 
As he says here in Corinthians, faith without 
love is nothing, it is useless, even though it 
is great enough to move mountains. 

b. And since everything which the Christian does 
proper] y comes from f ai th, all Christian exercises 
of the heart, and works of life, must also be in love. 
(il Every act which the Christian performs is by 

faith. ”I HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST; AND 
IT IS NO LONGER I WHO LIVE, BUT CHRIST LIVES IN 
ME; AND THE LIFE WHICH I NOW LIVE IN THE FLESH 
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I LIVE BY FAITH IN THE SON OF GOD, WHO LOVED 
ME, AND DELIVERED HIMSELF UP FOR ME” [Gal. 
2: 2 0 ) .  

14: 23. 

all true faith is working through love. 
Therefore, all that the Christian does is 
through love. 

(iil ”AND WHATEVER IS NOT FROM FAITH IS SIN” [Rom. 

(iiil All that the Christian does is by faith, and 

c. ”Hence, love appears to be the sum of all the virtue 
and duty that God requires of us, and therefore must 
undoubtedly be the most essential thing--the sum of 
all the virtue that is essential and distinguishing 
in real Christianity” (Edwards 13). 

B. This Is Evident when We Look at the Nature of Love Itself. 
1. Love will naturally render its due to both God and man. 

a. If you sincerely love God, you will show Him all the 
respect that is due. 
(il It will dispose you to honor Him, to worship 

and adore Him, to whole-heartedly acknowledge 
His greatness and glory and dominion. 

Him, for THE SERVANT WHO LOVES HIS MASTER AND 
THE SUBJECT WHO LOVES HIS SOVEREIGN, WILL GIVE 
HIM THE SUBJECTION AND OBEDIENCE WHICH IS HIS 
DUE. 

(iiil If you love God, and He is your Father, it will 
incline you to trust in Him as a child does its 
father. 
(a1 You will come to Him for help in 

(bl You will put all your trust in Him. 

(iil It will dispose you to all acts of obedience to 

difficulties. 

(ivl It will incline you to believe His Word for 
love results in trust. 
It will motivate you to praise God for all the 
mercies you have received, just as you would 
thank any kindness which comes for anyone else. 

(vil It will dispose you to submit to His will, for 
who are you most willing to serve but those whom 
you love? 
You will walk humbly before Him and acknowledge 
the vast distance between yourself and God. 

in humility before Him because of that distance. 

(vl 

(viil 

(viiil And you will exalt God and cast yourself down 

b. If you sincerely love your neighbors, you will show 
them all the respect that is their due. 
(il Your love for them will move you to deal justly 

with your neighbor ”LOVE DOES NO WRONG TO A 
NEIGHBOR; LOVE THEREFORE IS THE FULFILLMENT OF 
THE LAW” (Rom. 13: 101. 

(iil You will also deal truthfully with them and 
will not lie, defraud or deceive them. 

(iiil You will treat them as friends which will 
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change their lives. Love destroys enemies, for 
it breaks down the wall of enmity. 
You will walk humbly before your neighbors and 
seek to esteem them more highly than yourself 
( 1 Pet. 2: 17 ”HONOR ALL MEN” 1 .  

(vl You will not covet anything that they have or 
envy them on account of any good thing they 
possess. 

(vil It will dispose you to treat your neighbors 
kindly and not to deal with them in any harsh 
way. 

(ivl 

(viil 

(viiil 

(ixl 

(XI 

(xi 1 

(xiil 

(xiiil 

(xivl 

(xvl 

It will keep you from becoming embittered 
against them, because love has no bitterness in 
it, but is a gentle and sweet disposition of 
the soul towards them. 
It will prevent quarrels with men and dispose 
you to peace and to forgive wrongs committed 
against you (Prov. 10: 12 ”HATRED STIRS UP 
STRIFE, BUT LOVE COVERS ALL TRANSGRESS IONS . ” 1 . 
Love will dispose you to acts of mercy toward 
your neighbor because you feel pity for those 
whom you love. 
It will incline you to give to the poor and 
bear one another’s burdens, to weep with those 
who weep and to rejoice with those who rejoice. 
You will submit to those in rule over you, give 
all proper duty to your ministers and submit to 
them in matters of faith and practice. 
It will cause your ministers faithfully and 
unceasingly to seek the good of your souls, 
watching over you as those who must give an 
account. 
It will dispose you children to honor your 
parents, and you parents to love your children. 
Love inclines you to all duties both toward God 
and man. 
Every duty of man is summed up in love. 

2. Conversely, whatever you may do without love is 
destructive and hypocritical. 
a. There will be no proper respect to God. 

(il Without love to God, all that you do for Him is 
merely show. 

(iil A true and lively faith must have love. 
(iiil Without it, faith is as dead as the body 

without the soul. 

and thus you will not cast yourself into the 
arms of His mercy. 

(ivl If you do not love God, you will not trust Him 

b. And if you do not love your neighbors, then you will 
not render proper respect to them either. 
(il There will be no desire to do anything for 

them, but everything for your own benefit. 
(iil Hence, to not love your neighbors is to break 
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the law of God and to demonstrate the absence 
of His Spirit. 

C. So the Question I Would Ask You This Morning Is: Do You 
Have This Love of the Spirit in Your Heart? 
1.  Is this love characteristic of your life? 

a. Where are your works of love? 
b. Have you abounded and are you abounding in them? 
c. If you have true faith in Christ, won’t your life 

abound in these things? 

2. In what ways have you expressed that love? 
a. Do you love God? 
b. What have you done for Him, for His glory, for the 

advancement of His kingdom in the world? 
c. How much have you denied yourself to promote the 

Redeemer’s interest among men? 
d. Do you love your fellow-men? What have you done for 

them? 
e. Consider what deeds you have done, how short they 

fall of what you ought to have done, and how proper 
it is for you to abound more in deeds of love. 

f. Do not excuse yourself by saying that you haven’t 
had any opportunity. If your heart is full of love, 
it will find a way to vent itself. WHEN A FOUNTAIN 
IS FULL OF WATER, IT WILL SEND FORTH STREAMS. 
LOVE IS THE MAIN PRINCIPLE OF THE CHRISTIAN HEART, 
SO THE LABOR OF LOVE IS THE MAIN BUSINESS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

morning and do not love in word only, but in deed 
and truth. 

g. 

h. Consider what the Spirit is saying to you this 

3.  And especially consider this as you come to the Lord’s 
Table this morning. 
a. This is the time to renew your commitment to 

Christ. 
b. Where you have failed, confess your sins and the 

Lord will abundantly pardon. 
c. And come to the table this morning where you will 

find the strength and spiritual nourishment to 
enliven that love. Amen. 


