
“The Power of God” 

(Romans 1:16-17) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the fear of the Lord as a part of the Christian 

experience.   

a.  It’s first of all the beginning of all godly knowledge and wisdom:  it teaches 

us to turn away from evil, embrace the Gospel, and then to spend the balance 

of our years in light of the Day of Judgment.   

b.  It’s second, a powerful motivation to reach out to others with the Gospel in 

the hopes that they might escape His judgment.   

 

2.  What is this fear?   

a.  Frankly, it is seeing God for who and what He is.   

(i)  He is the infinitely holy God who has infinite power to punish sin.   

(ii)  The One who loves what is right perfectly and hates what is wrong with 

perfect hatred, and so the one who loves wrong.   

 

b.  Seeing God in this way creates a godly fear, a sanctifying terror.   

(i)  At least it does in the hearts of His children; there it’s also joined with 

love, producing a holy reverence for this infinitely holy Being.   

(ii)  In unbelievers, it creates a horrific terror, a paralyzing fear, that this 

infinitely holy God will one day require them to answer for their offenses 

against Him.   

(iii)  Let’s not forget what we read from Edwards regarding this judgment as 

a means to awaken ourselves to help everyone we know to escape this 

judgment through Christ:  “O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you are 

in:  it is a great furnace of wrath, a wide and bottomless pit, full of the fire 

of wrath, that you are held over in the hand of that God, whose wrath is 

provoked and incensed as much against you, as against many of the 

damned in hell. . . . It is everlasting wrath.  It would be dreadful to suffer 

this fierceness and wrath of Almighty God one moment; but you must 

suffer it to all eternity.  There will be no end to this exquisite horrible 

misery.  When you look forward, you shall see a long forever, a boundless 

duration before you, which will swallow up your thoughts, and amaze 

your soul; and you will absolutely despair of ever having any deliverance, 

any end, any mitigation, any rest at all.  You will know certainly that you 

must wear out long ages, millions of millions of ages, in wrestling and 

conflicting with this almighty merciless vengeance; and then when you 

have so done, when so many ages have actually been spent by you in this 

manner, you will know that all is but a point to what remains.  So that your 

punishment will indeed be infinite.  Oh, who can express what the state of 

a soul in such circumstances is!  All that we can possibly say about it, 
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gives but a very feeble, faint representation of it; it is inexpressible and 

inconceivable: for “who knows the power of God’s anger?”   

(iv)  If the realizing of the truth of this doesn’t motivate us to seek to reach 

others with the Gospel, we either don’t really believe it’s true or we really 

don’t care enough about others.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s consider one more motivation to share the Gospel with 

others:  namely, that it alone is the power of God to salvation.   

a.  Paul tells us in our text that he was not ashamed of this Gospel – the message 

of what God has done to save sinners from hell through the cross of Christ.   

b.  Why?   

(i)  Because he believed that hell is a real place and that all were on their way 

to spend eternity there.   

(ii)  Because he believed that it alone is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes – not only for his countrymen the Jews, but also 

for the Gentiles.   

(iii)  Because he cared enough about God’s glory and his neighbor’s well 

being to do something about it.   

(iv)  Perhaps knowing that this Gospel God has entrusted to us is the only 

means God uses to save souls from hell will encourage us not to be 

ashamed of it either.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things this evening:  that the Gospel is the power of God to 

salvation to everyone who believes.  We’ll see two things:   

a.  First, what it doesn’t mean that the Gospel is power of God to salvation to 

everyone who believes.   

b.  And second, what it does mean.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider what it doesn’t mean that the Gospel is the power of God to 

salvation to everyone who believes.   

1.  First, it doesn’t mean that the words themselves are able to save us.   

a.  There is nothing magical about the words themselves.   

(i)  They do not contain grace.   

(ii)  Merely announcing them or reading them to someone won’t save them.   

(iii)  They are a means of salvation, not the cause of it.   

 

b.  How do we know this?   

(i)  Because not everyone who hears them is saved:  consider all the Jews 

who rejected it from the finest preacher who ever lived, Jesus Christ; 

consider Simon the magician; consider the Jews who rejected the 

preaching of Paul.   

(ii)  The Gospel can’t effect salvation through the bare words:  it is not the 

power of God in this sense.   
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2.  Second, it doesn’t mean that we have the power to save ourselves if we will only 

believe these words.   

a.  Salvation is not in the hands of everyone, simply if they choose to believe 

these words.   

(i)  John Wesley believed that though all men come into this world totally 

depraved and completely unable to receive Christ, God gives everyone 

enough grace to make this choice.   

(ii)  Broad Evangelicals today believe that the image of God was not 

completely destroyed in the Fall, so that everyone has enough moral 

goodness left in them to choose Christ, if they so desire.   

 

b.  The problem with this view is not only is it unbiblical – since Scripture 

represents us as dead in our sins and completely unable to do anything 

pleasing to God – but it places the power in man’s hands, rather than in 

God’s:  They believe that belief in the Gospel is the power of God for 

salvation, rather than the Gospel being the power of God to salvation.   

 

3.  Third, it doesn’t mean that God works through the Gospel to bring about 

salvation to everyone who hears every time it is preached.   

a.  Lutheran’s believe that when the Gospel is proclaimed, the Lord works with 

His almighty and omnipotent power to draw everyone within hearing 

distance to Himself, if only they don’t resist.   

b.  But this can’t be right for at least two reasons:   

(i)  How can anyone resist God’s almighty power?   

(a)  If He speaks, the work is done and no one and nothing can resist Him.   

(b)  If this were true, we could go anywhere and just say the words and 

watch people melt and be drawn like a magnet to Christ.   

(c)  That simply doesn’t happen.   

 

(ii)  Second, the Bible says that God works through the Gospel both to work 

salvation and to bring judgment.   

(a)  There were many Jews who heard the Gospel, but its truth was hidden 

from them because God had determined to hand them over to 

judgment:  When Paul had finished explaining the Gospel to the Jews 

at Rome, Luke tells us, “Some were being persuaded by the things 

spoken, but others would not believe.  And when they did not agree 

with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting 

word, ‘The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your 

fathers, saying, “Go to this people and say, ‘You will keep on hearing, 

but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not 

perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, and with their 

ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes; otherwise they 

might see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with 

their heart and return, and I would heal them.’”  Therefore let it be 

known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; 

they will also listen’” (Acts 28:24-28).   



4 

(b)  It is not God’s intention to save everyone; if it was, everyone would 

be saved.   

(c)  He does not work with His almighty power in the preaching of the 

Gospel to bring everyone to salvation.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider what it does mean that the Gospel is the power of God to 

salvation to everyone who believes:  It does mean that ordinarily the Gospel is the 

only message through which the Lord brings about salvation.   

1.  God uses this message, and only this message, to bestow salvation.   

a.  He doesn’t use the message of Islam, that the five pillars or death in a holy 

way will earn you a place in heaven.   

b.  He doesn’t use the “gospel” of the Jehovah’s Witnesses that through good 

works and going door to door, you can live in a paradise on earth.   

c.  He doesn’t use the “good news” of the Mormons that through good works 

and marriage in their temple you can become a god.   

d.  Nor the liberal message of many mainline churches of the fatherhood of God 

and brotherhood of all men.   

e.  Nor the sacramental message of the Roman Church that if you are baptized, 

confirmed, and remain in the Roman church you will be saved.   

f.  He uses only the message of the Gospel:  the message of God’s infinite love 

in sending His Son as the only sacrifice for sin; the message of Christ’s dying 

love of pouring out His life on the cross to satisfy God’s divine justice; the 

message of man’s guilt and his need of repentance; the message of God’s free 

grace offered as a gift and received through faith alone.   

 

2.  This is only the message through which He works through with His almighty 

power to save.   

a.  God works the Gospel to judge and condemn as well, as we saw above.   

b.  But when He intends to save, He works through this message by His Holy 

Spirit to renew, regenerate, and bestow the new birth.   

(i)  We believe with the Lutherans that He works through the Gospel, but we 

disagree in that it is directed to those whom He has chosen, and we 

disagree that it can ultimately be resisted.   

(ii)  All those whom the Lord purposes to save will be saved.   

(iii)  He will change their heart and remove their resistance so that they come 

willingly.   

 

3.  This is how He ordinarily works with regard to salvation.   

a.  God also works in extraordinary ways, such as when He intends to save an 

infant who dies in infancy or one who grows up without the capacity to 

understand.   

b.  In these cases, He saves them apart from the Gospel and apart from a 

reasonable understanding of the Gospel on their part.   
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III.  Application.  Now realizing that the Gospel is the power of God to salvation, that this 

is the message that He has used to save you this evening, that this is the only message 

He works through to save others, then how can you be ashamed of it?   

A.  Certainly, there is nothing to be ashamed of in the message itself:   

1.  In it, God reveals His love for you, in sending His Son to die for you, to save 

you from hell.   

2.  Who else has ever loved you that much?   

 

B.  So why would you feel shame?   

1.  Doesn’t it come from what the world thinks about this message?   

a.  What they think about those who believe it?   

b.  Especially of those who try to tell them about it?   

 

2.  Should we really care what they think about it?  They’re obviously wrong, and 

unless they change their minds – or more accurately, unless the Lord changes 

their hearts – they will perish because of their opinions.   

3.  Should we really care what they think about us?   

a.  Jesus tells us that it’s really a bad thing when everyone has a good opinion of 

us, “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers used to 

treat the false prophets in the same way” (Luke 6:26), and that it’s a good 

thing when they don’t, “Blessed are you when people insult you and 

persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matt. 5:11-12).   

b.  Paul also tells us that it’s bad if we don’t receive at least some persecution, 

“Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 

Tim. 3:12).   

c.  The world will hate us the more we are like Jesus, and the more we 

communicate the Gospel to others, the more we will be like Him, “If the 

world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you” (John 

15:18).   

d.  If we’re doing what’s right, we should expect to be persecuted, not loved by 

the world.   

 

4.  In closing, let’s consider the gracious warning the Lord gives us in this regard:   

a.  “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in 

the glory of His Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38).   

b.  There is nothing shameful in the Gospel itself, we shouldn’t care about what 

the world thinks about it or us, it is the message by which we were saved and 

the only message that can save others, and Jesus warns us against being 

ashamed of it.   

c.  Brethren, let’s repent of our shame and glory in the fact that Christ has given 

the Gospel to us, and let’s do all we can to reach others with it, that the Lord 

might be glorified, for He is worthy.  Amen.   


