
“The Power of God” 

(Romans 1:16-17) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  During the Reformation series, we’re going to be looking at how the Lord used 

the simple preaching of the Gospel to turn a nation from darkness to light.   

a.  Since it is the Gospel He uses to do His work, it would be good for us to 

make sure we understand it.   

b.  What is the Gospel?   

(i)  Paul says, “It is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes.”   

(a)  It’s what the Spirit works through to bring spiritual life to the dead.   

(b)  It’s what you must believe and place your hope in if you are to be 

saved.   

 

(ii)  The Gospel is both an event and a message.   

(a)  It refers to the work God did through His Son, Jesus Christ, to save 

fallen man:  to His birth, obedience, death, resurrection and ascension, 

session and rule, and His coming again to judge the living and the dead.   

(b)  But it also refers to the message of what He has done.   

(1)  The event is what the Lord actually did to save you.   

(2)  And the message is the recounting of what He has done, along with 

the proclamation that you must repent and believe this message, if 

you are to be saved.   

 

2.  Because the Gospel is the message the Lord makes powerful to save, He can 

save through it whether or not His messengers believe it.   

a.  The Gospel is the power of God to salvation, not you.   

(i)  I know someone, who was not a Christian, who gave a Bible to someone 

he knew thinking it might do him some good – he read it and was 

converted.   

(ii)  How many have been converted through a Bible the Gideons left in a 

hotel room?   

 

b.  But there is something else equally true:  the Lord generally uses you who 

believe to proclaim it – for at least two reasons:   

(i)  First, because He has given His Gospel to you and charged you to tell 

others.   

(ii)  And second, because He wants His message to be communicated by 

those who believe it and whose lives have been changed by it, as a further 

witness to them.   
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(iii)  The stronger your faith and the more evident your love and courage, the 

more powerful your witness and the more the Lord will use you to bear 

witness to it.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  It’s important then that you bring a strong testimony for the Gospel.  For this to 

happen, there are a few things that need to be true of you.   

a.  You must be convinced that the Bible is God’s Word – because it is the only 

source of this Gospel.   

b.  You must be convinced that you need this Gospel and that everyone else does 

as well – that there is no hope apart from the Gospel.   

c.  You must be convinced that He works through this message alone to raise 

those who are spiritually dead – otherwise you won’t tell others about it.   

d.  And you must have a love for the Lord and His Gospel that is strong enough 

to overcome any obstacle – otherwise you will either be afraid or ashamed to 

tell others about Jesus Christ.   

 

2.  Let’s consider each of these briefly this morning.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, you must be convinced that the Bible is God’s Word – because it is the only 

source of this Gospel.   

1.  If there’s any one thing the devil attacks, it’s this.   

a.  He knows if he can undermine the Bible, he can destroy everything that rests 

on it.   

b.  That’s why he works so hard to destroy it.   

(i)  Through atheists.   

(ii)  Through liberals.   

(iii)  Even through well-meaning Christians.   

 

c.  If he can succeed in undermining your confidence in the Bible, he can 

effectively stop you from helping others and threatening his kingdom.   

 

2.  If the Lord is to use you effectively to bring the Gospel to others, you must be 

confident that the Bible is His Word.   

a.  You must be convinced that everything it says is the truth.   

(i)  That it doesn’t contain any errors – if there are errors in it, how can you 

trust it?   

(ii)  That it can’t fail to be true in everything it says – if you have any doubts, 

again how can you trust it?  How can you tell others that they need to trust 

the eternal well-being of their souls to it?   

(iii)  You must believe that all of Scripture is His Holy Word – not just part 

or not just the part that speaks to you.   

(iv)  You must believe the very words themselves are each exactly what He 

intended to say – that they’re not just inaccurate expressions of what the 

authors of Scripture thought God wanted them to write.   
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b.  The Lord calls you to rest the future of your immortal soul on these words – 

to do this you must trust them completely and whole-heartedly.   

(i)  He also calls you to bring these words to others – to save them from 

something they can’t see with their own eyes.   

(ii)  If you’re not convinced what it says is true, you won’t have the strength 

of conviction that you need to persuade others – you can’t save someone 

by mere persuasion, but it is one of the means the Lord uses to focus 

attention and save whom He will.   

(iii)  You must believe that the Bible is God’s Word – and so has absolute 

authority in everything it says.   

 

B.  Second, you must be convinced that not only you, but that everyone needs this 

Gospel – that there is no hope for them apart from the Gospel.   

1.  Again, the devil works hard to convince people that they’re all right – that 

they’re safe – the flesh does the same.   

a.  They may have committed some small sins, they may have told some white 

lies, but they haven’t done anything really bad – they haven’t murdered; they 

haven’t committed adultery – though few can say this these days.   

b.  Overall, they’re pretty good – they’re ready for God’s judgment, “if there 

really is a god.”   

(i)  Their good works will outweigh their bad.   

(ii)  The Lord will receive them into heaven.  

 

c.  You need to be on your guard because your enemies – the world, the flesh 

and the devil – will try to convince you of the same thing.   

(i)  Have you found yourself thinking that they’re really not that bad?   

(ii)  I’ve  heard them talk about God – maybe they’re already a Christian – I 

don’t need to tell them the Gospel – they might get offended if I do.  

(iii)  If they die, they’ll probably be all right.   

(iv)  If someone isn’t bad, they really don’t need the Gospel.   

 

2.  That’s not what God teaches in His Word.   

a.  He says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” and, “The 

wages of sin is death” (Rom. 3:23; 6:23).   

b.  “There is none righteous, not even one” (3:10).   

c.  “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the Book of Life, he was 

thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15).   

d.  You had to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation.   

e.  You had to repent of all your sins.   

f.  You had to pick up your cross and follow Him.   

g.  If they don’t do the same, they will perish in hell forever.  Luke writes, “Now 

on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  And Jesus said 

to them, ‘Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all 

other Galileans because they suffered this fate?  I tell you, no, but unless you 
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repent, you will all likewise perish.  Or do you suppose that those eighteen on 

whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all 

the men who live in Jerusalem?  I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will 

all likewise perish” (Luke 13:1-5).   

h.  If you believe that God will accept others because of their own goodness, you 

won’t reach out to them with the Gospel.   

i.  You must be convinced that not only you, but everyone else needs the Gospel.   

 

C.  Third, you must be convinced that God works through the Gospel alone to raise 

those who are spiritually dead.   

1.  Here is another way Satan attacks the truth:  he teaches there are many ways to 

God.   

a.  All right, you need help, but there’s plenty of help around in so many 

different religions.   

b.  It doesn’t matter what religion you believe – you can be a Jew, a Muslim, a 

Hindu, a Buddhist, a Jehovah’s Witness, a Mormon, a Catholic or a 

Protestant.   

c.  There are many ways to God – just make sure that what you believe you 

believe sincerely and follow faithfully, and God will accept you.   

d.  I suppose in this scheme the only thing you can’t be is non-religious or an 

atheist – but Satan has that covered as well with the idea of universal 

salvation – it doesn’t matter what you believe or how you live, the death of 

Christ will save everyone.   

 

2.  Here again, you must know and be convinced that this isn’t true.   

a.  You must believe the Lord uses the Gospel alone – the message of what He 

has done through Jesus Christ alone – to save others.   

b.  You must believe that as long as the Muslim, the Hindu, and even the Jew, 

believe as they do, they are cut off from the life of God – they are lost.   

c.  You must believe that as long as the Jehovah’s Witnesses reject the deity of 

Christ and look to God to accept them for their works, they can’t be saved.   

d.  You must believe that as long as the Mormons embrace the decidedly anti-

Christian beliefs of their teachers, they will be condemned.   

e.  There is only one message the Lord uses to save anyone – and that is the 

Gospel.   

(i)  Paul writes, “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16).   

(ii)  Peter said, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 

name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be 

saved” (Acts 4:12).   

(iii)  He also said, “Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His 

name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins” (10:43).   

(iv)  Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 

the Father but through Me” (John 14:6).   

(v)  If there had been any other way to be saved, the Father would never have 

put His Son to death.   
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f.  As long as you believe there are other ways – that God will forgive and 

accept people who come in other ways – you will not reach out to them with 

the Gospel.   

g.  You must believe the Gospel is the only means the Lord uses to save.   

 

D.  And finally, you must have a love for the Lord and His Gospel that is strong 

enough to overcome any obstacle – otherwise you will either be afraid or ashamed 

to tell others about Jesus Christ, even if you have the above convictions.   

1.  If Satan can’t deceive you with his other lies, he’ll try to get you here:  to 

convince you that it’s too either too dangerous or too difficult to tell others the 

Gospel.   

a.  They might get angry at you, call you names, or hurt you in some other way.   

b.  Your friends might reject you – put you out of the in-group.   

c.  You might put a barrier between you and your neighbors – they might not 

like you.   

d.  Your employer might begin to look for ways to get rid of you.   

e.  If you try to defend the Gospel, they might get the better of you and make 

you look foolish.   

f.  It’s better that you just remain silent – after all, there were Jews that weren’t 

openly professing Jesus because they too were afraid of their leaders.   

 

2.  But what does Jesus tell you?   

a.  First, He tells you not to be afraid of them, but afraid of God.   

(i)  “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but 

rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt. 

10:28).   

(ii)  One fear cures another – if you fear God, there is nothing else to fear.   

 

b.  Second, He tells you not to be ashamed.   

(i)  “Whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes 

in the glory of His Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38).   

(ii)  But, “Everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him 

before My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32).   

(iii)  Paul was a human being, just like you and me – so were Whitefield, 

Wesley, Toplady and Rowlands – who could just as easily been 

intimidated by others.  But he chose not to be:  “I am not ashamed of the 

Gospel for it is the power of God for salvation” (Rom. 1:16).   

(iv)  Fear and shame is a choice – you can either chose to be or not.  But,  

(a)  Why should you be ashamed of the One who gave His life for you?   

(b)  Why should you be ashamed of the message He used to save you?   

(c)  Why should you be embarrassed to own Jesus before those who 

clearly hate Him?   

(d)  They have every reason to be ashamed – and they will be when they 

stand before God – but don’t you ever be ashamed.    
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c.  If you are to be effective in bringing the message of the Gospel to others, you 

must believe:   

(i)  That the Bible, that alone contains the Gospel, is His Word.   

(ii)  That everyone has no hope without it.   

(iii)  That it is the only message the Lord uses to save.   

(iv)  And you must have a love for the Lord and His Gospel that is strong 

enough to overcome all your fear and embarrassment.   

 

d.  To have these things, you need God’s Spirit.   

(i)  The more He indwells you and controls you, the more convinced and 

courageous you will be.   

(ii)  So let’s prepare to come to the Table to receive more of the Spirit’s help 

through the One who lived and died to give us His Spirit.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


