
“The Pleasure of Knowing God, Part 2” 

(Psalm 16:11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered that our relationship with God was the most satisfying 

thing we will ever possess, either in this life or the next.   

a.  We might be tempted to think that the things of the world will really make us 

happy; but don’t forget what God taught us through Solomon:  he had 

everything the world had to offer – everything anyone could ever want – and 

he had lots of it – but these things didn’t make him happy.   

b.  Only God can make us happy.   

(i)  It doesn’t matter who or what in this world you want, it won’t satisfy you.   

(ii)  Sooner or later you’ll grow tired of it and begin to look for something 

else to fill the gap it left behind.   

(iii)  But that won’t happen with God – you will never stop enjoying Him.    

 

2.  We also began to look at what God gives that is so satisfying:  It’s Himself.   

a.  He gives Himself to us in a personal relationship.  

(i)  He puts His Spirit in our hearts and begins to reverse the effects of the 

Fall.   

(ii)  Instead of hating God, we begin to love Him and in that love, we 

embrace Him through Jesus Christ.   

(iii)  And now being in Christ, we have a new relationship with God that is, 

or should be, truly satisfying (John 17:3).   

 

b.  You know how much pleasure a relationship with someone you love can be.  

It’s infinitely more so with God.   

(i)  One of the greatest joys we have on earth is to experience the love of a 

good friend, of a parent, of a spouse, or of your children.   

(ii)  Perhaps we think these relationships are the greatest pleasures we can or 

will ever experience.   

(iii)  But we’re wrong:  the pleasure of a relationship with God is greater in 

the same measure that His love is greater.   

(iv)  This is what He gives that is so satisfying.   

(v)  But what we only have only as a foretaste of here is what we will enjoy 

in all its fullness in heaven forever.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  It’s this fullness of joy and happiness in heaven that I want us to consider this 

morning:   

a.  It’s strange that we don’t think about the enjoyment of God and heaven more 

than we do.   

(i)  Maybe it’s because of the kind of world we live in.   
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(ii)  There are so many things here that can distract us – there are more “fun” 

things to do today than there have been in any other time in history.   

(iii)  We seem not even to think about heaven until we reach the end of our 

lives and have to let go of the world.   

 

b.  The same wasn’t true in years past.   

(i)  When all you had to look forward to was a few years and hard labor, you 

thought often about heaven.   

(ii)  This is one of the reasons the first question in the Shorter Catechism 

deals with the joy we can have here and in the hereafter, “What is the chief 

end of man?  Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”   

(iii)  We’ve already seen something of what it means to enjoy Him here.  

What does it mean to enjoy Him hereafter?  Thomas Vincent, in his 

Family Instruction Guide, writes this, “God will be enjoyed hereafter by 

his people, when they shall be admitted into his glorious presence, have an 

immediate sight of his face, and full sense of his love in heaven, and there 

fully and eternally acquiesce and rest in him with perfect and 

inconceivable delight and joy”   

(iv)  This is exactly what our text says, “In Your presence is fullness of joy; 

in Your right hand there are pleasures forever” (Ps. 16:11).   

 

2.  This morning, let’s look ahead to this world of love.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  We don’t know everything about heaven, but we know enough to see that it’s 

much better than what we have here.   

1.  There are some things about it we won’t fully understand until we get there.   

a.  Since we haven’t had any experience with our glorified bodies, we won’t 

know exactly what the difference will be, except that it will be much better.   

b.  We also haven’t experienced life in the intermediate state – the time when we 

will exist as disembodied spirits, between the time we die and the time our 

bodies are raised again.  But from what we read in Scripture, we know it will 

be better than what we’re experiencing now.   

(i)  As disembodied spirits, we won’t have our nervous systems to produce 

the sensations we now associate with love, joy and peace.   

(ii)  But we will still have that spiritual sensation in our souls to a much 

higher degree.   

 

2.  There are a number of mysteries surrounding heaven, but one thing is not a 

mystery:  We will enjoy it because God and Christ will be there, and for the 

Christian, that’s what makes heaven, heaven.  Consider the thoughts of a few 

who wrote about this:   

a.  First, J.C. Ryle, “I cannot describe what kind of place paradise is, because I 

cannot understand the condition of a soul separate from the body.  But I ask 

no brighter view of paradise than this – that Christ is there.  All other things, 

in the picture which imagination draws of the state between death and 
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resurrection, are nothing in comparison of this.  How He is there, and in what 

way He is there, I know not.  Let me only see Christ in paradise when my 

eyes close in death, and that [is enough].  Well does the psalmist say, ‘In 

Your presence is fullness of joy’ (Ps. 16:11).  It was a true saying of a dying 

girl, when her mother tried to comfort her by describing what paradise would 

be.  ‘There,’ she said to the child, ‘there you will have no pains, and no 

sickness; there you will see your brothers and sisters, who have gone before 

you, and will be always happy.’  ‘Ah, mother,’ was the reply, ‘but there is 

one thing better than all, and that is, Christ will be there!’ (Holiness).   

b.  Because Christ, our greatest joy will be there, we won’t miss anything we 

leave behind.  Thomas Watson writes, “When a man comes to the sea, he 

doesn’t complain that he wants his cistern of water:  though you drew 

comfort from your relations; yet when you come to the ocean, and are with 

Christ, you shall never complain that you have left your cistern behind.  

There will be nothing that brings sorrow in heaven; there shall be joy, and 

nothing but joy:  heaven is described set out by these words, ‘Enter into the 

joy of your Lord.’  Here joy enters into us, there we enter into joy; the joys 

we have here are from heaven; the joys that we shall have with Christ are 

without measure and without mixture.  In Your presence is fullness of joy” 

(Treasury).   

 

3.  We also know that this joy will last forever.   

a.  How could we have complete satisfaction unless we had a happiness that 

never ended.   

(i)  It doesn’t matter how great it is, if it comes to an end, it can never fully 

satisfy us.   

(ii)  But heaven is a place where that joy lasts forever, because the God who 

has promised to give it to us is eternal.   

 

b.  Again, listen to Ryle, “Let us settle it then in our minds, for one thing, that 

the future happiness of those who are saved is eternal.  However little we 

may understand it, it is something that will have no end:  it will never cease, 

never grow old, never decay, and never die.  ‘God will fill us with joy in His 

presence, with eternal pleasures at His right hand.’ (Psalm 16:11)  Once they 

arrive in paradise, the saints of God will never ever leave that wonderful 

place.  Their inheritance ‘can never perish, spoil or fade.’  They will ‘receive 

the crown of glory that will never fade away.’ (1 Peter 1:4; 5:4)  Their 

warfare is finished; their fight is over; their work is done.  ‘Never again will 

they hunger; never again will they thirst.’  They are traveling on towards an 

‘eternal glory that far outweighs’ all their struggles; towards a home which 

will never be broken up, a meeting without a parting, a family gathering 

without a separation, a day without night.  Faith will be swallowed up in 

sight, and hope in certainty.  They will see as they have been seen, and know 

as they have been known, and ‘be with the Lord forever.’  I am not surprised 

that the apostle Paul adds, ‘Encourage each other with these words.’ (1 

Thessalonians 4:17, 18; Practical).   
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c.  And Thomas Brooks writes, “Mark, for quality, there are pleasures; for 

quantity, fullness; for dignity, at God’s right hand; for eternity, for evermore.  

And millions of years multiplied by millions, do not make up one minute to 

this eternity of joy that the saints shall have in heaven.  In heaven there shall 

be no sin to take away your joy, nor no devil to take away your joy; nor no 

man to take away your joy.  ‘Your joy no man takes from you.’  John 16:22.  

The joy of the saints in heaven is never ebbing, but always flowing to all 

contentment.  The joys of heaven never fade, never wither, never die, nor 

never are lessened nor interrupted.  The joy of the saints in heaven is a 

constant joy, an everlasting joy, in the root and in the cause, and in the matter 

of it and in the objects of it.  ‘Their joy lasts forever whose objects remain 

forever’” (Treasury).   

 

4.  But let’s not forget one thing we saw last week:  to enjoy heaven in the future, 

you must enjoy Christ here.   

a.  Again Ryle writes, “It may be you do not think much about your soul.  It may 

be you know little of Christ as your Saviour, and have never tasted by 

experience that He is precious.  And yet perhaps you hope to go to paradise 

when you die.  Surely this passage is one that should make you think.  

Paradise is a place where Christ is.  Then can it be a place that you would 

enjoy?”   

b.  How can you know whether you enjoy Christ here, so that you will know you 

will enjoy Him there to all eternity?   

(i)  Do you think about Christ often?   

(ii)  Do you like to hear about Christ?   

(iii)  Do you like to read about Him?   

(iv)  Do you like to please Him?   

(v)  Do you like His friends, His people?   

(vi)  Are you jealous of His name and honor?   

(vii)  Do you enjoy speaking with Him?   

(viii)  Do you enjoy spending time with Him?   

(ix)  If your answer is yes to each of these, then you do love Him and will be 

with Him.   

(x)  But if you really don’t enjoy Him, then you really don’t love Him.   

(xi)  If that is the case with you, ask the Lord to give you that love and keep 

asking Him in Jesus’ name, until He does.   

 

B.  Before we close this subject, let’s consider two things that flow from the fact that 

heaven is real and promises a much greater joy and happiness than anything we can 

experience here.   

1.  First, we should stop looking for our full happiness here.   

a.  We should be thankful for the joy and pleasure He gives us in this life.   

b.  But we should remember that the trials He sends are to remind us that our full 

happiness is ahead.   

c.  Watson writes, “Worldly joys are soon gone.  Such as crown themselves with 

rosebuds, and bathe in the perfumed waters of pleasure – may have joys 
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which seem to be sweet – but they are swift.  They are like meteors, which 

give a bright and sudden flash, and then disappear.  But the joys which 

believers have are abiding; they are a blossom of eternity – a pledge of those 

rivers of pleasure which run at God’s right hand!” (Watson, Body of 

Practical Divinity).   

 

2.  And second, if we really love God and are convinced that when we die we will 

go to be with Him and that we’ll be far happier there, then far from being afraid 

of death, we should actually welcome it, as Paul did, “To depart and be with 

Christ . . . is very much better” (Phil. 1:23).  I really don’t know how it can be 

put any better than by Thomas Brooks, and I’ll close with his words,  

a.  “If God is a believer’s portion, then never let a believer be afraid to die, or 

unwilling to die.  Let those be afraid to die – who have only this world for 

their portion here, and hell for their portion hereafter; but let not a saint be 

afraid of death – who has the Lord of life for his portion.  A man who has 

God for his portion should rather invite death than tremble at it; he should 

rather sweetly welcome it, than turn his back upon it; for death to such a one 

is but the way to paradise, the way to all heavenly delights, the way to those 

everlasting springs of pleasure which are at God’s right hand, the way to life, 

immortality, and glory, and the way to a clear, full, constant, and eternal 

enjoyment of God, Psalm 16:11.  Augustine upon those words, Exod 33:20-

21, ‘You can not see my face and live,’ makes this short but sweet reply, 

‘Then, Lord, let me die, that I may see your face.’  Death is the bridge which 

leads to the paradise of God.  All the hurt that it can do is to bring a believer 

to a full enjoyment of God, his everlasting portion.   

b.  “When Modestus, the emperor’s lieutenant, threatened to kill Basil, he 

answered, ‘If that be all, I fear not; yes, your master cannot more pleasure me 

than in sending me unto my heavenly Father, to whom I now live, and to 

whom I desire to hasten.’  Old Alderman Jordan used to say that death would 

be the best friend he had in the world, and that he would willingly go forth to 

meet it; or rather say with holy Paul, ‘O death, where is your sting?’ 

triumphing over it.  What is a drop of vinegar put into an ocean of wine?  

What is it for one to have a rainy day, who is going to take possession of a 

kingdom?  A Dutch martyr feeling the flame to come to his beard, ‘Ah, said 

he, what a small pain is this, to be compared to the glory to come!’  

Lactantius boasts of the braveness of that spirit which was upon the martyrs 

in his time.  Our children and women, not to speak of men, says he, do in 

silence overcome their tormentors, and the fire cannot so much as fetch a sigh 

from them.  John Noyes took up a [stick] at the fire and kissed it, saying, 

‘Blessed be the time that ever I was born, to come to this preferment.’  Never 

did a neckerchief fit me so well as this chain, said Alice Driver, when they 

fastened her to the stake to be burnt.  Mr. Bradford took off his cap, and 

thanked God, when the keeper’s wife brought him word that he was to be 

burnt on the morrow.  [John] Rogers, the first who was burnt in Queen 

Mary’s days, sang in the flames.  ‘Be of good cheer,’ said the woman-martyr 

to her husband that was to suffer with her, ‘for though we have but an ill 
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dinner on earth, we shall sup with Christ in heaven.’  And what said Justin 

Martyr to his murderers, in behalf of himself and his fellow-martyrs?  ‘You 

may kill us—but you can never hurt us.’   

c.  “Ah, Christians! how can you read over these choice instances and not blush, 

and not be ashamed to consider what a readiness, what a forwardness, and 

what a noble willingness there was in these brave worthies to die and go to 

heaven, and to be fully possessed of their God, of their portion, while you 

shrug at the very thoughts of death, and frequently put that day far from you, 

and had rather, with Peter, fall upon ‘building of tabernacles,’ Matt 17:4, 

than, with Paul, ‘desire to be dissolved, and to be with Christ,’ Phil 1:23.  O 

Christians! how justly may that father be angry with his child that is 

unwilling to come home! and how justly may that husband be displeased with 

his wife who is unwilling to ride to him in a rainy day, or to cross the sea to 

enjoy his company!  And is not this your case? is not this just your case, who 

have God for your portion, and yet are unwilling to die, that you may come to 

a full enjoyment of your portion?”  (An Ark for All God’s Noahs in a Gloomy 

Stormy Day).   

d.  Let’s pray.    


