
The Holy Spirit 

(Part 4:  Why He Is Called the Spirit) 

 

 

 

IV.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’re returning to our study on the person and work of the Spirit.   

 It’s important that we know these things:   

a.  Because He wants us to know Him.   

(i)  Personally, of course,  

(ii)  But also about Him:   

(a)  Who He is,  

(b)  And what He does.     

 

b.  The Lord wants us to know:   

(i)  Who brings awakening.   

(ii)  Conversion.   

(iii)  Revival.   

(iv)  Moves the work of the Kingdom ahead.   

(v)  As we saw in our last Reformation Series.   

(vi)  So we know what to ask the Father  

(vii)  In the name of the Son,  

(viii)  And who we should rely on  

(ix)  To bring these things about.   

 

2.  So far we’ve seen,  

a.  He is a person:     

(i)  He thinks, loves, has purpose, teaches, guides, convicts.   

(ii)  He can be resisted, grieved, quenched, lied to and blasphemed.   

(iii)  He commands, comforts and prays.   

 

b.  He is a divine person:   

(i)  He’s called God (Acts 5:3-4).   

(ii)  Can be blasphemed (Matt. 12:31-32).   

(iii)  Which is a sin that will never be pardoned (ibid.).   

(iv)  Is equal with the Father and Son (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).   

(v)  Has authority over the church (Acts 13:1-4).   

(vi)  Has infinite knowledge (1 Cor. 2:10-11).   

(vii)  His presence in you makes you the temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19-20).   

(viii)  Jesus is called the Son of God because begotten by the Spirit (Luke 1:35).   

(ix)  He is eternal (Heb. 9:13-14); omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-10);  

(x)  And He creates (Ps. 104:27-30).   

 

c.  And He is a distinct person from the other persons of the Godhead.   

(i)  He is not a mode of a unipersonal god.   
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(ii)  He is fully God and yet a separate person from the Father and Son.   

(a)  The Father loves the Son (John 5:20),  

(1)  And the Son loves the Father (14:30-31),  

(2)  Which means the Father and Son are distinct persons.   

 

(b)  Jesus sends the Spirit (John 15:26),  

(1)  And the Father sends the Spirit (Gal. 4:6),  

(2)  Which means the Father and Son are distinct from the Spirit.   

 

(c)  When Jesus was baptized,  

(1)  The Spirit was seen descending from heaven,  

(2)  And the voice of the Father was heard (Matt. 3:16-17),  

(3)  Which means they are all distinct from each other.   

 

B.  To further understand their personal distinctiveness, let’s consider why each person of the 

Godhead bears their particular name.   

1.  We did not name the persons of the Godhead.   

a.  God has revealed Himself to us  

b.  As Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

c.  Each being personal, divine and distinct.   

 

2.  What do these names mean?   

a.  Father:  One who begets.   

b.  Son:   

(i)  One who is begotten.   

(ii)  Does this apply merely to His human nature?   

(iii)  No.  It also applies to His divine nature.   

(a)  “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a 

woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under 

the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).   

(b)  “We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of 

the world” (1 John 4:14).   

(c)  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).   

(d)  “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 

glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (1:14).   

(e)  “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom 

of the Father, He has explained Him” (v. 18).   

 

c.  Spirit:   

(i)  Means breath, wind, inner life, spirit.   

(ii)  One who is breathed out.   

(iii)  “So Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I 

also send you.’  And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to 

them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:21-22).    
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3.  What are these names meant to convey to us?   

a.  The Father begets, the Son is begotten and the Spirit is breathed out or proceeds.   

b.  Nicene Creed:   

(i)  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 

things visible and invisible.   

(ii)  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the 

Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made.   

(iii)  Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate 

by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also 

for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right 

hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and 

the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

(iv)  And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped 

and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.   

(v)  And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 

baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen.   

 

c.  Athanasian Creed:   

(i)  The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten.   

(ii)  The Son is of the Father alone; not made nor created, but begotten.   

(iii)  The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son; neither made, nor created, nor 

begotten, but proceeding.   

 

d.  WCF:  “In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, 

and eternity; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.  The Father is of 

none, neither begotten, nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; 

the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son” (2.3).   

(i)  The Father is called the Father because He begets the Son.   

(ii)  The Son is called the Son because He is begotten of the Father.   

(iii)  And the Spirit is called the Spirit because He proceeds from the Father and the 

Son.   

 

e.  Do these statements mean there was a time when the Son and Spirit didn’t exist?   

(i)  Notice the word “eternally.”   

(ii)  This begetting was not done in time, but eternally.   

(iii)  The same is true with regard to the proceeding of the Spirit.   

 

f.  Is this begetting and proceeding a choice on the part of God?   

(i)  No, it is His nature.   

(ii)  This happens of necessity.   
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g.  Are we to understand these terms literally?   

(i)  No.   

(a)  The Father does not beget as we beget.   

(b)  The Son is not begotten as we are begotten.   

(1)  Certainly not with regard to His divinity.   

(2)  Although similar with regard to His humanity.   

 

(c)  The Spirit is not breathed out as we breathe.   

(ii)  And yet they mean something.   

(a)  Somehow the Father begets,  

(b)  The Son is begotten,  

(c)  And the Spirit proceeds.   

(d)  For the most part, the church has left the matter here.   

 

g.  Edwards’ view:   

(i)  The Father’s eternal contemplation of His own image gives rise to the person of 

the Son.   

(ii)  The Father’s love breathed out towards the Son, and the Son’s love breathed out 

towards the Father gives rise to the Spirit.   

(a)  “That image of God which God infinitely loves and has His chief delight in, is 

the perfect idea of God.  It has always been said that God’s infinite delight 

consists in reflecting on himself and viewing his own perfections or, which is 

the same thing, in His own perfect idea of himself, so that ‘tis acknowledged 

that God’s infinite love is to and his infinite delight [is] in the perfect image of 

Himself.  But the Scriptures tell us that the Son of God is that image” (MS 94).   

(b)  “Nothing can more agree with the account the Scripture gives us of the Son of 

God, his being in the form of God and his express and perfect image and 

representation:  (2 Cor. 4:4) ‘Lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ 

who is the image of God should shine unto them.’  (Phil. 2:6) ‘Who being in 

the form of God.’  (Col. 1:15) ‘Who is the image of the invisible God.’  (Heb. 

1:3) ‘Who being the brightness of his glory and the express image of his 

person” (Essay on the Trinity).   

(c)  “The Holy Spirit is the act of God between the Father and the Son, infinitely 

loving and delighting in each other.  Sure I am that, if the Father and the Son 

do infinitely delight in each other, there must be an infinitely pure and perfect 

act between them, an infinitely sweet energy which we call delight.  This is 

certainly distinct from the other two. . . .  It is distinct from each of the other 

two, and yet it is God.  It is in the Spirit that God is eternal and pure act” (MS 

94; cf. John 17:24-26).   

(d)  “Trinity.  It may be thus expressed that the Son is the Deity, generated by 

God’s understanding or having an idea of himself; the Holy Ghost is the divine 

essence flowing out or breathed forth in infinite love and delight, or which is 

the same, the Son is God’s idea of himself; and the Spirit is God’s love to and 

delight in himself” (MS 117).   
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h.  Next time, we’ll consider how their particular characteristics apply to their particular 

role in the work of redemption (Economic Trinity).   

 

 http://www.graceopcmodesto.org  


