
The Holy Spirit 

(“The Spirit Is the Third Person”) 

 

 

 

III.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’re studying the person and work of the Spirit.   

a.  That person of the Godhead who applies Christ to your soul,  

b.  Who brings conversion,  

c.  Who brings awakening,  

d.  Who brings Revival.   

 

2.  We’ve seen that,  

a.  He is a person:   

(i)  He thinks – God’s thoughts, about God’s will.   

(ii)  He loves – the Father and Son, and His children.   

(iii)  He has purpose – He advances God’s will.   

(iv)  He teaches, guides, convicts.   

(v)  He can be resisted, grieved and quenched.   

(vi)  He can also be lied to and blasphemed.   

(vii)  He commands, comforts and prays.   

(viii)  You need to make sure you treat this guest with honor.   

 

b.  We’ve also seen that He is a divine person:   

(i)  He is called God (Acts 5:3-4).   

(ii)  He can be blasphemed (Matt. 12:31-32).   

(iii)  To blaspheme Him is to commit a sin that will never be pardoned (ibid.).   

(iv)  His name is used in such a way that shows equality with the other persons 

(Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).   

(v)  He has authority over the church (Acts 13:1-4).   

(vi)  He has infinite knowledge (1 Cor. 2:10-11).   

(vii)  To have the Spirit in you makes you the temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19-

20).   

(viii)  Jesus is called the Son of God because begotten by the Spirit (Luke 1:35).   

(ix)  He is eternal (Heb. 9:13-14); omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-10);  

(x)  He creates (Ps. 104:27-30).   

(xi)  Being God, He has all the attributes of God.   

(xii)  We should be even more careful not to offend Him,  

(xiii)  But submit to Him and worship Him.   

 

B.  The Spirit is the third Person of the Godhead.   

1.  The Father, Son and Spirit are one God, but three separate persons.   

a.  Why do we need to consider this?  Are there any who deny this?   

(i)  Modalism:  the belief that there is only one person in the Godhead.   

(a)  Modalistic Monarchianism:   



(1)  God is one person.   

(2)  Who appears and works in different modes:  the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.   

(3)  Sabellius was its chief proponent.   

(4)  Also called patripassianism because teaches the Father suffered on the 

cross.   

 

(b)  Dynamic monarchianism:   

(1)  God is one person.   

(2)  Jesus not co-eternal with the Father.   

(3)  Was granted Godhood – adopted –  

(4)  Either at His baptism or ascension.   

(5)  Also called Adoptionism.   

(6)  Taught by Theodotus of Byzantium (2
nd

 Century).   

(7)  This is not modalism,  

(8)  But is anti-Trinitarian.   

 

(c)  Can you think of another very common Monotheistic/anti-Trinitarian heresy?   

(1)  Arianism.   

(2)  Jesus of a similar substance with the Father.   

(3)  Greatest of God’s creatures.   

(4)  Held by Jehovah’s Witnesses.   

 

(ii)  Who hold the modalistic view today?   

(a)  Apostolic Church.   

(b)  United Pentecostals.   

(1)  “The basic and fundamental doctrine of this organization shall be the Bible 

standard of full salvation, which is repentance, baptism in water by 

immersion in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 

and the baptism of the Holy Ghost with the initial sign of speaking with 

other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance.”   

(2)  “There is one God, who has revealed Himself as our Father, in His Son 

Jesus Christ, and as the Holy Spirit.  Jesus Christ is God manifested in flesh. 

He is both God and man.”   

(3)  http://www.upci.org/about-us/beliefs 

 

(iii)  Why are there modalists?   

(a)  The problem of one God, but three persons.   

(b)  The statement of Jesus to baptize “in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit” (Matt. 28:19).   

(c)  Cf., Acts 2:38, “Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and each of you be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”   

(d)  The statement of Jesus that He and the Father are one (John 10:30).   

(e)  The statement of Paul that “in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily 

form” (Col. 2:9).   



(f)  John’s statement that, “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 

saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 

truth” (John 1:14); the Word being God.   

 

b.  Why do we believe the Father, Son and Spirit are separate persons?   

(i)  First, because the passages used to prove He is one person don’t prove it:   

(a)  Matthew 28:19 can be resolved in at least two ways:   

(1)  An elision:  “In the name of the Father, and in the name of the Son and in 

the name of the Holy Spirit.”   

(2)  There is one name that applies to all of them:  Yahweh.   

 

(b)  When Peter tells them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ,  

(1)  He doesn’t mean to use that as a formula, but as the authority:   

(2)  Jesus authorized them to baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Spirit.   

 

(c)  When Jesus said He and the Father are one, He didn’t mean one person.   

(1)  He used the neuter form of the adjective “one.”   

(2)  It can’t mean one person, but can one in substance or purpose.   

 

(d)  All the fullness of deity has reference to the one who is the person of the man 

Christ Jesus:  God the Son.   

(1)  It can’t refer to the totality of God.   

(2)  The finite can’t contain the infinite.   

(3)  Rather, it refers to the One who is the fullness of the Godhead,  

(4)  Dwelling in bodily form:  the Second Divine Person.   

 

(e)  With regard to the Word becoming flesh,  

(1)  The Word is not only God,  

(2)  But is with God,  

(3)  Showing plurality in the Godhead.   

 

 (ii)  Second, because the relationship they have with each other makes it impossible 

that they could be one person.   

(a)  “For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is 

doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will 

marvel” (John 5:20).   

(b)  “I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, 

and he has nothing in Me; but so that the world may know that I love the 

Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Get up, let us go from here” 

(John 14:30-31).   

(c)  “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the 

Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me” (John 

15:26).   

(d)  “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our 

hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Gal. 4:6).   



(e)  “After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 

behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a 

dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is 

My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased’” (Matt. 3:16-17).   

 

(iii)  Next time, we’ll look at what distinguishes the three persons.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org   


