
The Holy Spirit 

(“The Spirit is God”) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’re using this study to follow up what we learned from the Great Awakening.   

a.  We don’t want to forget whom the Lord sends to change hearts.   

b.  Who has the power to change hearts.   

c.  How much we need His ministry in our own hearts.   

d.  How much we need  

(i)  To seek the Lord  

(ii)  To send His Spirit  

(iii)  To change the hearts of the unconverted around us  

(iv)  And around the world.   

 

2.  Last time, we considered that He is a person.   

a.  Why do we need to deal with this subject?   

(i)  Anti-Trinitarians.   

(ii)  Even professing Christians.   

(a)  Talk about sending, filling and empowering.   

(b)  Having more or less of the Spirit,  

(c)  Might make us look at Him as an impersonal power.   

 

b.  How do we know He’s a person?   

(i)  Remember the attributes of personality?   

(a)  Self conscious:  Aware of own existence.   

(b)  Rational:  able to reason and reflect.   

(c)  Moral:  inclined towards good or evil; has affections.   

(d)  Purposeful:  makes choices based on reason and moral inclination.   

 

(ii)  Does the Spirit have these attributes?  Yes, He:   

(a)  Helps, convicts, guides/teaches, speaks, hears, takes and gives (John 

16).   

(b)  He is called “He” (v. 8).   

(c)  He can be grieved (Eph. 4:30).   

(d)  Quenched (1 Thes. 5:19).   

(e)  Resisted (Acts 7:51; His moral guidance).   

(f)  Lied to (Acts 5:1-5).   

(g)  Blasphemed (Matt. 12:31-32).   

(h)  He commands/sends (Acts 13:1-4).   

(i)  Comforts (Acts 9:31).   

(j)  Prays (Rom. 8:26-27).   

 

(iii)  Why is it important that you believe the Spirit is a person?   
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(a)  Because He resides in your heart/soul.   

(i)  And wants to guide,  

(ii)  Empower,  

(iii)  And make you holy.   

 

(b)  But you can grieve Him by resisting Him –  

(i)  Through your thoughts,  

(ii)  Words,  

(iii)  Actions,  

(iv)  Even through the intent of your heart.   

 

(c)  And so His work can be quenched,  

(i)  Weakening your ability to serve and honor  

(ii)  The Father and His Son, Jesus.   

 

B.  Preview:  Tonight, we’ll want to be reminded that He is also God.   

1.  This resident of your soul  

2.  Is not only a person,  

3.  He is a divine person.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Why is it important to believe the Spirit is God?   

1.  Because the Bible says He is.   

2.  So that we believe in the true God – who is Triune.   

3.  That we be even more careful not to offend Him.   

4.  That we recognize His authority and submit to it.   

5.  That we recognize His power and trust His ability to work in us.   

5.  That we see what a special gift God has given us.   

6.  That we don’t fail to worship Him.   

7.  That we be prepared to defend His honor when His deity is challenged.   

 

B.  How do we know the Spirit is God?   

1.  He is called God:  “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to 

lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?  While it 

remained unsold, did it not remain your own?  And after it was sold, was it not 

under your control?  Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart?  

You have not lied to men but to God’” (Acts 5:3-4).   

2.  To dishonor Him is blasphemy:  “Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy 

shall be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven.  

Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but 

whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in 

this age or in the age to come” (Matt. 12:31-32).   

3.  To dishonor Him is a sin that will never be forgiven (Ibid.).   

a.  Rather than assuming this is an arbitrary punishment,  

b.  We should see the heinousness of this sin  

c.  Is due to the particular worthiness  
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d.  And work of the Spirit.   

 

4.  His name is used in a way that shows He is equal with the other persons of the 

Godhead:   

a.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19).   

b.  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:14).   

 

5.  He has authority over the church:  “Now there were at Antioch, in the church 

that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called 

Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod 

the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the 

Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 

have called them.’  Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands 

on them, they sent them away.  So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went 

down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus” (Acts 13:1-4).   

6.  He has infinite knowledge:  “For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for 

the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  For who among men 

knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?  Even 

so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:10-11).   

7.  He is holy and the particular Author of holiness:  “Do you not know that you are 

a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If any man destroys 

the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that 

is what you are” (1 Cor. 3:16-17).   

8.  To have the Spirit dwelling in you makes you the temple of God:   

a.  Ibid.   

b.  “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you 

have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 

6:19-20).   

 

9.  Jesus was called the Son of God because He was begotten by the Holy Spirit in 

the womb of the Virgin:  “The angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit 

will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and 

for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God’” (Luke 1:35).   

a.  He is the eternal Son of God, begotten in eternity (deity).   

b.  But He is also the Son of God begotten in time (humanity).   

 

10.  The Spirit is eternal:  “For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a 

heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the 

flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God?” (Heb. 9:13-14).    

11.  The Spirit is omnipresent:  “Where can I go from Your Spirit?  Or where can I 

flee from Your presence?  If I ascend to heaven, You are there; if I make my bed 
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in Sheol, behold, You are there.  If I take the wings of the dawn, if I dwell in the 

remotest part of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me, and Your right hand 

will lay hold of me” (Psalm 139:7-10).   

a.  Notice that the Spirit and God’s presence are paralleled.   

b.  How far does the presence of God extend?  Everywhere.   

 

12.  The Spirit creates:  “They all wait for You to give them their food in due 

season.  You give to them, they gather it up; You open Your hand, they are 

satisfied with good.  You hide Your face, they are dismayed; You take away 

their spirit, they expire and return to their dust.  You send forth Your Spirit, they 

are created; and You renew the face of the ground” (Psalm 104:27-30).   

13.  Any attribute that God has, the Spirit has since He is God.   

14.  The One who resides in your soul is not only personal, He is divine.   

a.  Make sure you treat Him as such!   

b.  Next time, we’ll consider the relation the Spirit has to the other two members 

of the Godhead.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


