
“The Outpouring of the Spirit” 

(Acts 2:1-21) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  As we continue with the history of redemption following the foundation Jesus laid 

in His life, death, resurrection and ascension, we’ve seen two things:   

a.  First, His commission:   

(i)  His authoritative commission to His church to continue the Gospel 

ministry.   

(ii)  And His commission to enlarge the scope of the work beyond the Jewish 

nations to all the Gentile nations.   

 

b.  Last week, something of the motive, the strategy and the method of carrying 

out this commission from the example of the apostle Paul.   

(i)  His motive:  love for God and the desire for His glory.   

(ii)  His strategy:  which was to reach those closest in proximity and truth, and 

then those further away.   

(iii)  And his method:  which was to find a point of contact in natural 

revelation or church background from which to move our hearers towards 

the Gospel.   

 

2.  These things are important for us to know, because:   

a.  Since we are all part of the church, part of this obligation falls on each of us to 

complete it through our prayers, the use of our gifts, our giving, and our 

actually reaching out to others as the Lord gives us opportunity.   

b.  This being the case, Paul’s motive, strategy and method can be a great help.   

(i)  We need to seek after a greater love both to God and our neighbor to move 

us to do this work.   

(ii)  We need a wise strategy that will help us to move forward.   

(iii)  And we need a method that’s simple and effective enough to use:   

(a)  Paul’s method is probably the best for us.   

(b)  Breaking the ice with the Gospel is always the most difficult thing to 

do.   

(c)  It’s easier when you know how to bring it up more naturally in the 

conversation.   

(d)  This can be done through these points of contact.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’re going to look at the next thing Jesus did towards moving His 

church forward in the application of His redemption:  He sent the Spirit.   

a.  After Jesus ascended into heaven, the next thing He did was to send His Spirit 

to empower His church to carry out His commission.   
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b.  Not only did the Spirit endow His church with several supernatural gifts to 

confirm and establish it, but He also empowered the Church to do the work 

Christ had called them to do.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, Christ’s pouring out His Spirit to establish His Word to His church.   

b.  And second, Christ’s pouring out His Spirit to empower His church to fulfill 

the Great Commission.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider Christ’s pouring out His Spirit to establish His church in His 

Word.   

1.  After Christ commissioned His apostles (Matt. 28:18-20), He told them to return 

to Jerusalem and wait for the promise of the Father (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5) – 

that promise was given ten days later on the day of Pentecost.   

a.  Pentecost, you’ll remember, was the feast of the first-fruits or the ingathering.   

b.  It pictured the ingathering or harvest of souls that would first take place among 

ethnic Israel, prior to the Lord’s judgment on Israel.   

c.  On that day alone, three thousand were converted (Acts 2:41).   

 

2.  It was on this day that the Lord poured His Spirit out upon His church to equip 

her for the work, as He had promised.   

a.  We read in Ephesians 4:8-13, “Therefore it says, ‘When He ascended on high, 

He led captive a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.’  (Now this 

expression, ‘He ascended,’ what does it mean except that He also had 

descended into the lower parts of the earth?  He who descended is Himself also 

He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)  

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, 

and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work 

of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the 

unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to 

the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”   

b.  When He ascended, He not only gave gifted men – as Paul tells us – He gave 

special charismatic gifts to many of His people, as we are told in Joel’s 

prophecy:  “It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all 

mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream 

dreams, your young men will see visions.  Even on the male and female 

servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days” (2:28-29).   

c.  Peter tells us that this was fulfilled on Pentecost.   

(i)  The first and most noticeable manifestation of these gifts was the disciples’ 

speaking in tongues, which was meant to be a sign to unbelieving Israel (1 

Cor. 14:21-22); some believe the disciples may also have used it to 

communicate the Gospel cross culturally (although the whole world at that 

time spoke Greek).   

(ii)  But there were other gifts as well:  the gift of prophecy, knowledge, 

wisdom, faith, miracles, healing, and distinguishing of spirits.   
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d.  I don’t want to spend much time on these gifts except to say that they were 

given for a specific purpose:  to establish God’s Word to God’s people, to lay 

the Scriptural foundation of the church.   

(i)  God would speak His Word through His apostles and prophets, and He 

would authenticate that Word through miraculous signs and wonders which 

only He could perform.   

(ii)  It appears that these gifts were also meant to establish the people of God 

since they were given to others besides the apostles and prophets – Joel said 

that their sons and daughters would prophecy, that young men would see 

visions and old men dream dreams, that both men and women would 

receive these gifts (as we also see in the NT that women would prophesy on 

occasion).   

(iii)  All of Christ’s people had a gift, though not everyone had what we would 

call a charismatic gift.   

(iv)  Once the church was established in the truth and the foundation was laid 

at the end of the apostolic age, the charismatic, revelatory and confirming 

gifts passed away.   

(v)  But the service gifts remained and will remain until the end of the world.   

 

3.  Now this tells us two things:   

a.  First, that since the Lord gave the charismatic gifts to establish His Word and 

since that Word is complete, we shouldn’t look for the continuance of His gifts 

or further revelation.   

(i)  We don’t need to see miracles happening today to know that the Bible is 

God’s Word:   

(a)  All we need to do is look to the miracles He originally gave to 

authenticate it.   

(b)  Calvin was once asked by the Roman church where the miracles were 

that proved that his teaching was true.  Calvin responded that they were 

recorded in the pages of Scripture.   

 

(ii)  Along these same lines, we should not expect any further special 

revelation from God since that revelation is complete.   

(a)  The Lord still speaks to us through His Creation to show us that He 

exists, what He is like, what pleases and angers Him (through 

conscience).   

(b)  He still guides us subjectively through our hearts.   

(c)  He guides us through His providence.   

(d)  And He certainly guides us through His Word.   

(e)  But He will not give us any additional special, verbal revelation.   

(f)  His Word is complete.  It’s all we need for life and godliness (2 Tim. 

3:16-17).   

(g)  It’s what He used to established the church at the very beginning, and 

it’s what He will continue to use to do so through the end of the age.   
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(h)  And so if we need knowledge, or wisdom, or to know God’s will for 

our lives, we need to read, understand and apply God’s Word.   

(i)  It is His full and final revelation.   

 

b.  Second, we should covet and cherish the gifts He has given us and our brothers 

and sisters, knowing that Jesus has given them for our good.   

(i)  The charismatic gifts are no longer available because their purpose has 

been fulfilled.   

(ii)  But the service gifts are still available, and each of us has at least one.   

(iii)  Let’s use them – as the Lord directs – to build each other up and to build 

up the church of Christ.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider Christ’s pouring out His Spirit to empower His church to 

fulfill the Great Commission.   

1.  On the Day of Pentecost, Jesus also empowered His church to be His witnesses.   

a.  We see this clearly in Peter when he stood to preach the Gospel to the Jews – 

the same Peter who earlier had denied three times that he even knew Christ.   

b.  We see this later in the book of Acts when Peter and John healed the lame man 

and preached the Gospel to those who saw the miracle (Acts 3).   

c.  We see this in their fearless proclamation of the Gospel to the Sanhedrin after 

they were arrested, and in their subsequent release and prayer when the place 

they were gathered was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

“and began to speak the word of God with boldness” (4:31).   

d.  The Spirit not only gave them gifts to use for Christ’s glory, He gave them the 

power to use them, and that power is still available.   

e.  It’s not only available, we’re commanded to be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 

5:18) 

 

2.  This is what we need to seek in our own lives.   

a.  We need the Spirit’s power; without it, we won’t work for God as we should 

because we’ll lack the heart.   

b.  The Spirit is the One who gives us love for God – and love is the most 

powerful motivating force in the world.   

c.  We know the extent to which our hearts will take us once we set our affections 

on anything.   

d.  When the Spirit sets our affections on God and His work, this is what moves 

the kingdom forward.   

e.  We need to take the gifts God has given us, and pray that He would empower 

us with His Spirit so that we would move His kingdom forward.   

f.  We need to feed our souls with the means of grace, through faith; we need to 

keep from quenching the Spirit through our sins.   

g.  And we need to pray that the Lord would pour His Spirit out in revival, 

because this is the way He most powerfully advances His work.   

h.  May the Lord give us the grace to apply what we’ve heard this morning.  

Amen.   

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


