
“The Only Evidence” 
(Matthew 25:31-46)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Edwards has been showing us the roll our works have in revealing the true 

condition of our hearts.   

a.  They show us what we are – what’s really in our hearts – especially when we 

are going through trials.   

(i)  Remember the Lord brings trials for this very reason.   

(ii)  When our hearts are stirred, what’s in them becomes more visible, and 

we can see more clearly.   

 

b.  Works also show the world what we are:   

(i)  It’s by our love for each other and for all men that the world will know 

that we are Christians.   

(ii)  Until we show them, they’re not going to pay any attention.   

 

c.  Works are the reason the Lord gave you His grace in the first place:  that you 

might turn from sin and live a life that is glorifying to Him.   

(i)  Paul writes, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your 

own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 

your body” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).   

(ii)  He writes, “Christ Jesus . . . gave Himself for us to redeem us from every 

lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, 

zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:13-14).   

(iii)  And Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill 

cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, 

but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let 

your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:14-16).   

(iv)  James says that when your life begins to reflect Christ’s nature, then 

God’s grace has fulfilled its purpose in you.  Speaking of Abraham’s 

willingness to offer up his son Isaac on the altar, he writes, “You see that 

faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 

perfected” (2:22).   

 

2.  What you do shows what you are.   

a.  It doesn’t matter that you think you’re a believer or say that you are if you 

don’t live a godly life – actions speak louder than words.   

b.  What do your works tell you about the condition of your hearts – not just 

what you do in public, but what you do in private – especially when you’re 

going through trials?   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, Edwards will give us one more argument to consider about the 

evidential power of our works:  namely, that this is the very evidence Christ will 

examine on the Day of Judgment.   

a.  This is another very compelling line of reasoning to show that our works are 

the best evidences of the genuineness of our conversion, not only to others, 

but also to ourselves.   

b.  This is what the Lord will judge us by on that day to reveal the eternal state 

of our souls:  it won’t be our profession, or what our hearts tell us; but what 

our lives say.   

 

2.  We’ll consider two things:   

a.  First, that the Lord will put us on trial on that day both to show us and the 

world the righteousness of His judgment.   

b.  And second, that the evidence He will examine will be our works.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord will put us on trial both to show us and the world the righteousness 

of His judgment.   

1.  The Lord will not examine us to discover for Himself the condition of our 

hearts.   

a.  His knowledge is infinite.   

b.  He know everything - everything we would do, and why, even before we 

were born.   

c.  This judgment is not for His benefit.   

 

2.  Rather, it is to show us in particular and the world in general the righteousness 

of His judgment.   

a.  On that day everyone will see clearly what he or she is and will know that 

Christ is absolutely just in either acquitting or condemning them.   

b.  That’s one reason that day is called the “day of . . . [the] revelation of the 

righteous judgment of God” (Rom. 2:5).   

c.  Now we can deceive others as to what we are.  We can even deceive 

ourselves.  But we will not be able to justify ourselves or deceive Christ on 

that day.   

(i)  How many times have you argued with someone knowing you were right 

and the other person was wrong, but that other person wouldn’t 

acknowledge it, and so you were never reconciled?   

(ii)  That won’t happen on this day:  Christ will show each of us clearly what 

we are; we will see it as well as everyone else; and when He passes 

judgment on us, we will have no choice but to acknowledge that His 

judgment is just.   

(iii)  No one will be able to argue against His decision:   
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(a)  It will be just like the servant whose master forgave him of his great 

debt but who refused to forgive his fellow servant – he had nothing to 

say when he was condemned (Matt. 18:31-35).   

(b)  Or like those workers in the vineyard who complained about their 

wages when those who were hired later received the same wage they 

did for the day’s work in the vineyard – they knew they were receiving 

a just wage (Matt. 20:8-15).   

(c)  Or as the man who came to the wedding feast was speechless when he 

was confronted with his lack of wedding attire (Matt. 22:11-13) – he 

knew he had no right to be there.   

(d)  Or the man who took his master’s talent, buried it in the ground, and 

then returned the same to his master, having disregarded his master’s 

command to trade with them – he knew he had been a wicked and lazy 

slave when his master called him to account (Matt. 25:19-30; cf. Luke 

19:15-23).   

 

d.  The Lord doesn’t need to see these things to know whether or not we’re 

converted.  But He does know it’s the best means to show both us and the 

world that His judgment is just and righteous.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider that the evidence He will use to silence every objection on 

that day will be our works.   

1.  It will be how we have lived our lives in this world – whether we obeyed Him 

out of love, or disobeyed Him out of a desire for selfish pleasure.   

a.  There is nothing more clearly spelled out in Scripture than the fact that we 

will be judged according to what we have done.   

(i)  John writes in Revelation 20, “And I saw the dead, the great and the 

small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another 

book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged 

from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave 

up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them 

according to their deeds” (12-13).   

(ii)  And Paul writes to the church at Corinth, “For we must all appear before 

the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his 

deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 

Cor. 5:10).   

 

b.  Works are the only thing the Bible tells us will be examined on that day.   

(i)  The Lord warned His people regarding this in the Old Covenant:   

(a)  Elihu said to Job, “For He pays a man according to his work, and 

makes him find it according to his way” (Job 34:11).   

(b)  Solomon wrote, “Deliver those who are being taken away to death, 

and those who are staggering to slaughter, oh hold them back.  If you 

say, ‘See, we did not know this,’ does He not consider it who weighs 
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the hearts?  And does He not know it who keeps your soul?  And will 

He not render to man according to his work? (Prov. 24:11-12).   

(c)  And the Lord said through Jeremiah the prophet, “I, the LORD, search 

the heart, I test the mind, even to give to each man according to his 

ways, according to the results of his deeds” (Jer. 17:10).   

 

(ii)  This is clearly stated in the New Testament as well:  consider our text.   

(a)  “Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he 

must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  For whoever 

wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My 

sake will find it.  For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole 

world and forfeits his soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for 

his soul?  For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His 

Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his 

deeds” (Matt. 16:24-27).   

(b)  Paul wrote to the church at Rome, “”But because of your stubbornness 

and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day 

of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will 

render to each person according to his deeds:  to those who by 

perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, 

eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey 

the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.  There will 

be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the 

Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to 

everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For 

there is no partiality with God.  For all who have sinned without the 

Law will also perish without the Law, and all who have sinned under 

the Law will be judged by the Law; for it is not the hearers of the Law 

who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified” 

(2:6-13).   

(c)  And Jesus tells us in the last book of the NT, “Behold, I am coming 

quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according 

to what he has done” (Rev. 22:12).   

 

(iii)  The Judge will not look at our conversion experience, or whether we 

claimed to love Him, He will look at our works to see whether we really 

have loved Him.   

(iv)  He will use the same evidence that He reveals to us through the trials He 

brings into our lives.   

 

2.  And so look at yourself.  What do these trials reveal about you?   

a.  When the Lord puts you to the test, do you choose God or the world?   

b.  When you are faced with the possible loss of something you want in order to 

obey the Lord, or to disobey Him in order to hold onto it, which do you 

choose?   
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c.  Do you follow Jesus only when it’s convenient to follow Him, when you 

think He’s leading you down the path you want to go?  Or do you follow Him 

even when the path He’s showing you means you must die to yourself and 

give up something you desperately want?   

d.  This is the evidence the Lord will examine on that day and weigh in the 

scales:   

(i)  This is why our works – the actual decisions we make – are the best 

evidence of our Christianity.   

(ii)  It’s the very evidence the Judge Himself will use on that day.   

 

e.  We should be thankful that He has told us in advance that it is:   

(i)  If the Lord hadn’t shown us, we would wish that He had so that we would 

know how to get ready.   

(ii)  But He has told us, and so if we are wise, we will look carefully at what 

our lives tell us about our spiritual condition.   

(iii)  Consider what you are doing; consider whether that’s the evidence you 

want brought to God’s tribunal.   

(iv)  Peter writes, “If you address as Father the One who impartially judges 

according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time 

of your stay on earth” (1 Pet. 1:17).   

(v)  And Solomon writes, “For God will bring every act to judgment, 

everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil” (Ecc. 12:14).   

(vi)  If what you’re doing now isn’t the evidence you want brought, then trust 

in Jesus, repent and begin to do what is right.   

(vii)  If you do, He will blot out all your sins, give you a perfect 

righteousness and the ability to live a life that is full of good works.   

(viii)  That is the best way to prepare for that day.  Amen.   


