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(Part 34:  The Olivet Discourse) 

 

 

 

V.  The Olivet Discourse.   

A.  Introduction.   

1.  We come this morning to two of the most controversial chapters in the Bible.   

a.  We’ve all wondered at one time or another what Jesus was speaking about, 

especially having been exposed to Dispensational thinking.   

b.  If you survey the commentaries that have been written on it, you’ll find 

they’re far from being unanimous as to how they understand them.   

c.  At first reading, they appear to be a warning of what will happen just prior to 

Christ’s Second Coming, and a command to be ready when He does, so that 

we’re not caught off guard.   

d.  The greatest question regarding this passage has to do with when these events 

would take place.  We really have only three choices:   

(i)  Jesus may have been referring to things that have already happened in the 

past.  Again, there are those who believe that every prophecy – including 

the Second Coming of Christ and the final Judgment – has already been 

fulfilled (Radical Preterists).   

(ii)  He may have been referring exclusively to the future, to the things that 

were going to take place just before His Second Coming in glory.   

(a)  This is what Dispensationalists believe.   

(b)  They believe Jesus describes here what will happen during the 

Tribulation (24:9, 21, 29) just prior to His return to set up the 

Millennial kingdom, covering the same ground as the book of 

Revelation.   

 

(iii)  Or He may have been referring to things He expected to have taken 

place in the past, as well as things that would take place in the future 

(Partial Preterism).   

(a)  Most of a Reformed persuasion take this position.   

(b)  Jesus was speaking first and foremost about what was going to happen 

in the near future (with respect to His time frame) in the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the Temple – He said these things to His disciples who 

were then living that they might be ready to escape God’s judgment 

that was about to fall on His rebellious covenant people.   

(c)  But because this terrible event was a coming of our Lord in judgment, 

Jesus also used it, at least in some respects, to show us what will 

happen when He finally does come again at the last day, to warn His 

people in every age to be ready.   

(d)  This is the perspective we’ll use:  that Jesus was referring to God’s 

judgment on Jerusalem in 70 AD, but also that He telescoped ahead to 

the Second Coming and final judgment.   
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2.  Why should we believe that the events Jesus described in the Olivet Discourse 

were near?   

a.  The first reason is that Matthew 24 and 25 both follow on the heels of the 

eight woes Jesus pronounced upon the leaders of Israel (Matt. 23).   

(i)  Because of their rejection and constant persecution both of Himself, His 

prophets, and those He was about to send, He would hold them guilty of 

all the righteous blood spilled on the earth, from the blood of righteous 

Abel to the blood Zechariah, the son of Berechiah (23:34-35).   

(ii)  Their rejection of the Gospel – of everything their law, ceremonies, 

sacrifices, priesthood and institutions were pointing to, of Christ Himself 

and all His servants, of everything God had for them in Christ – was a 

crime so great, because committed against so much light – that the 

consequences would be devastating.   

(iii)  Jesus didn’t often weep, but this rejection on the part of His people was 

so serious and the judgment coming so terrible, that the first thing He did 

as He approached Jerusalem in His Triumphal Entry was weep, “When He 

approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, ‘If you 

had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace!  But 

now they have been hidden from your eyes.  For the days will come upon 

you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and 

surround you and hem you in on every side, and they will level you to the 

ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one 

stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your 

visitation” (Luke 19:41-44).   

(iv)  Jerusalem was about to be made desolate:   

(a)  “Behold, your house is being left to you desolate” (v. 38, cf. 24:15), 

which has specific reference to the desolation of the Temple.   

(b)  They had rejected the King of Israel and the Lord of the covenant, and 

now He was rejecting them:  “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of 

God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the 

fruit of it” (Matt. 21:43).   

(c)  All that was left for them was destruction, which is what the Olivet 

Discourse is all about:  it describes God’s judgment on the Jews then 

living.   

 

(v)  This was symbolized by Jesus’ withdrawal from the Temple.   

(a)  This discussion in chapter 23 took place in the Temple – from chapter 

21:23 through the end of chapter 23, just before Jesus left the Temple 

for the last time – the glory of Israel departed.   

(b)  When they crucified Him – the culmination of their rejection – the veil 

of the Temple was torn from top to bottom, showing that the Lord had 

rejected that house (Matt. 27:51).   

 

b.  The second reason we should believe these events were near is because of the 

question Jesus was answering.   
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(i)  As Jesus came out from the Temple and was leaving, His disciples came 

up to point out the Temple buildings to Him.   

(a)  They understood something of what Jesus was saying about the 

Temple being made desolate, but wondered how these buildings made 

from such massive stones could ever be overthrown.   

(b)  Josephus tells us the Romans beat against those walls with their 

battering rams for six days without leaving any impression.   

 

(ii)  Jesus answered, “Do you not see all these things?  Truly I say to you, not 

one stone here shall be left upon another, which will not be torn down” 

(vv. 1-2).  When Titus eventually overthrew the city, he ordered that the 

whole city and the Temple be completely torn apart.   

(iii)  This piqued the disciples’ curiosity, and so they came to Him privately, 

as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, just across the Kidron Valley 

opposite the Temple, where they would have had a clear view of the 

Temple, and asked, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be 

the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (v. 3).  Apparently, 

they saw these three events as all tied together (and they actually were).   

(iv)  These are the questions Jesus is here answering, and what He tells them 

is:  The Temple would be destroyed when He would come in judgment 

against Jerusalem, at the end of the Old Covenant Age.   

(a)  Jesus said there was another age coming after that one in which the 

blasphemy against the Holy Spirit would not be forgiven (Matt. 12:32).   

(b)  He wasn’t referring to the eternal state, since by that time everyone 

will have been finally judged and sentenced.   

(c)  He was referring to the Church Age, the age of the New Covenant, the 

Millennium.   

(d)  The one age would end with judgment before the next would begin.   

 

c.  The third reason is that Jesus said this judgment would fall on that generation 

then living:  “Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this 

generation” (23:36).   

(i)  After explaining a good deal of what this judgment would be like, He 

then says something very similar, just before He warned His disciples to 

be ready:  “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 

these things take place” (24:34).   

(ii)  Clearly, Jesus was holding that generation responsible for the crimes of 

Israel and her leaders, and so it was that generation that would suffer the 

consequences.   

(a)  A generation in Scripture is about forty years.   

(1)  The Lord made the children of Israel wander in the wilderness for 

forty years.   

(2)  The reason was He wanted that whole generation that had rebelled 

against Him to die off before He brought their children into the land.   

 



4 

 

(b)  Jesus pronounced the woes against the Jews about 30 AD, and He 

brought the predicted desolation upon them in 70 AD, exactly 40 years 

later:  “This generation will not pass away until all these things take 

place” (24:34).   

(c)  All the things Jesus was referring to – at least before 24:34 – would be 

fulfilled before that generation passed away:  including the destruction 

of Jerusalem and the Temple, just as we saw in Revelation and Daniel 

9.   

 

d.  There are other indicators that show us that Jesus was referring primarily to 

what would happen in 70 AD.   

(i)  Notice that throughout the chapter, Jesus was speaking to His disciples.   

(a)  He says in verse 4, “See to it that no one misleads you.”   

(b)  In verse 6, “And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see 

that you are not frightened.”   

(c)  In verse 9, “They will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and 

you will be hated.”   

(d)  In verse 15, “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation.”   

(e)  In verse 20, “But pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a 

Sabbath.”    

(f)  And so on to verse 33, “Even so you too, when you see all these things, 

recognize that He is near, right at the door.”   

 

(ii)  On the basis of these things, He warns them, “Therefore be on the alert, 

for you do not know which day your Lord is coming” (v. 42).   

(a)  Since these warnings were graciously directed towards them that they 

might avoid this judgment, it must have taken place in their days.   

(b)  Jesus said, “This generation will not pass away until all these things 

take place” (v. 34).   

 

e.  This just opens the topic of what Jesus was speaking about in Matthew 24.  

Next week, we’ll begin to work our way through this chapter.   

f.  But let’s not forget why the Lord told them these things:   

(i)  He was graciously warning them of what was coming so that they would 

be ready for it.   

(ii)  He has warned us as well of coming judgment, one that will involve all 

of mankind and one that will expose absolutely everything we have ever 

done.   

(iii)  The only way we can get ready for this judgment is if we trust in Christ, 

turn from our sins, and do what He calls us to do.   

(iv)  The only way we can help others, is if we tell them as well.   
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