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 How many times will our faith be tested while we are alive on this earth?  How 
many times will we have to go through the fires of a trial?  As many times as it takes for 
the Lord to accomplish His work in us.  What is it that He’s trying to do?  He wants us to 
learn to trust Him, to trust His promises, His Word, to trust His Son.  For some reason 
this is a hard lesson for us to learn.  It’s doesn’t seem to be enough for us that the Lord 
has infinite power to fulfill His promises, that He is perfectly truthful and never lies, that 
He is always faithful and never fails to do what He promised, that He has shown us in His 
Word and through many examples in our own lives that these things are true.  Somehow 
we keep sliding back into doubt and need to be taught again.  The reason, of course, is 
because of our sin, because of the corruption that is in our hearts.  If that wasn’t there, we 
wouldn’t doubt.  On the day it is finally removed, we won’t doubt.  But while it is there, 
we will.  What better reason could there be for us to put our sin to death?  As long as it is 
alive, it will continue to fight against us.  However, the good new is that if you are a child 
of God this evening, it won’t win.  Jesus has put His Spirit in your heart, and with His 
Spirit the ability to overcome this sin, to overcome your doubt.  This is what we see in the 
life of Abraham this evening.   

Now as we saw last week, the Lord in His grace and mercy finally fulfilled His 
promise to Abraham by giving him Isaac.  The promised seed had finally arrived after 
twenty-five years of waiting (Cf. Gen. 12:4).  The Lord doesn’t always give what He 
promises right away, but He always gives it.  Things were beginning to look brighter now 
to Abraham, after all that he had gone through.  We might say that the promise became 
even clearer to him when Ishmael was sent away, even though Abraham already knew 
that he was not his heir.  Sure it was hard for Abraham to send his son Ishmael away, but 
as we saw last week, he had to do so if he was not to stand in the way of God’s plan of 
redemption for himself, for his children, and even for some of Ishmael’s children.  At this 
point, the way seemed very clear to Abraham.  But suddenly it seemed to become dark 
again as God now commanded Abraham to take Isaac and offer him on a mountain in 
Moriah as a burnt offering.  What we will want to see in our passage this evening in the 
offering of Isaac are three things:  1)  The testing of Abraham’s faith, 2)  The picture this 
offering was of the future sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 3)  How the Lord 
confirmed His promise after Abraham passed the test.   

First, in the offering of Isaac, we see the testing of Abraham’s faith.  Now there’s 
no question that this is what the Lord was doing to Abraham.  We read in verse one, 
“Now it came about after these things that God tested Abraham.”  And we read in the 
book of Hebrews, “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who 
had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son” (11:17).  But why was 
He testing him?  It was for the same reason that He tests our faith.  He wanted to see if 
Abraham really loved and trusted Him and would follow Him no matter what He asked 
him to do.  Now we would all have to admit that this would have been a very difficult 
test.  God called to Abraham and told him that He wanted him to go to the land of Moriah 
and to offer his son as a burnt offering on the one of the mountains He would show him.  
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Surely this would have deeply grieved Abraham and caused him to wonder whether he 
really heard God’s voice or not.  After all, God was asking for a human sacrifice, 
something that the heathen might do, but something that God hated.  What made things 
more difficult was the one God was asking him to sacrifice was his only son, the one he 
had waited twenty-five years for, the one who was dearer to him than his own life.  But 
what made them even more difficult was that this child was the child of promise, the one 
through whom all of God’s promises would be fulfilled.  How could Abraham become 
the father of a great nation through Isaac, a nation that the Lord had promised to give the 
land of Canaan, if Isaac were killed?  How could the nations be blessed through his seed 
if the child died?  These were difficult questions to answer.  These were difficult things to 
do.  But that’s exactly what a trial is all about.  The Lord was testing Abraham.  He 
wasn’t tempting him to do evil, but testing him to see if he would believe His promise 
and obey His Word.  Now of course God already knew fully what Abraham was going to 
do.  God didn’t really need to test him for His own sake.  He knows what will happen on 
every occasion and in every given set of circumstances.  The reason He did was to show 
Abraham what was in his heart, as well as to show those who would come after this 
“father of the faithful” that they too can trust God’s promises.  The Lord wanted to show 
us that we can trust Him.  He wants us to believe that His way is right and good, and that 
it is best for us to do His will always and not to worry.  Even though He tells us to do 
things that might seem wrong at the time, if it is God who tells us in His Word, we must 
believe it’s right.  He knows all things.  He knows what is good and bad.  There will be 
times when we will think something bad is good.  But we must continue to believe it is 
bad, because God says it is.  There will be times when something good will seem bad to 
us.  But again, we must believe it is good, because the One who knows all things says it 
is.  We must learn to trust His Word and obey what it says.   

Now as I said, this was an extremely difficult test for Abraham.  Just think how 
difficult it would be for you if the Lord called you to do this.  Abraham had a lot of 
obstacles to overcome in order to obey the Lord.  But he was able to do it, because of his 
love for God.  He knew the Lord’s voice; there was no mistake.  And He knew that since 
God told him, he must sacrifice his son, the promised seed.  But he also knew that God 
would be faithful to His Word, that Isaac would live.   

And so Abraham rose early in the morning, took two of his young men and Isaac, 
prepared the wood for the sacrifice and then started off for the land of Moriah.  
Apparently the place was a long ways off from where Abraham lived, because he didn’t 
reach his destination until the third day.  When he arrived, he told the young men to stay 
where they were while he and Isaac went to worship and then returned.  Notice that even 
here Abraham was revealing what was in his heart and mind.  “We” were going to 
worship, and “we” would return.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “By faith Abraham, 
when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering 
up his only begotten son; it was he to whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your descendants shall 
be called.’  He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from 
which he also received him back as a type” (11:17-19).  If God wanted Abraham to offer 
Isaac as a burnt offering, surely the Lord was intending to raise him up again.  This is 
why Abraham said to his young men, we will worship and we will return.  Abraham 
believed the promise of God, and he acted on it even though what God asked seemed to 
be the very opposite of what He had promised.  Abraham knew that God would fulfill His 
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promise, and that he and Isaac would return, no matter what he might have to do to Isaac 
– even if he reduced him to a pile of ashes.  He wasn’t going back to Beersheba without 
Isaac.   

And so Abraham took the wood and laid it on Isaac, and he took the fire and the 
knife, and they continued on their journey.  As they were walking, Isaac very reasonably 
asked, “My father! . . . Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?” (v. 7).  Abraham answered that God would provide the lamb for Himself, 
knowing very well that, as far as he knew, Isaac was that lamb.  When they arrived at the 
place, Abraham built the altar, arranged the wood, bound his son and laid him on top of 
the wood.  You know it’s interesting here that there isn’t even a hint of a struggle.  It’s 
true that Isaac could have been very young still, but he could have been as old as in his 
thirties.  Joseph is called a lad when he is seventeen years old.  I think we often assume 
that Abraham easily overpowered Isaac and tied him up.  But I think we need to see here 
instead the calm submission of Isaac to the will of his father, and more importantly, to the 
will of God.  Abraham took the knife and was ready to kill his son, when the angel of the 
Lord called to him from heaven, telling him not to hurt the boy, since He knew now that 
Abraham feared God enough not to withhold his son, his only son, from Him.  Abraham 
then lifted up his eyes and saw the ram caught in a thicket which the Lord was providing 
for the offering, and he took the ram and offered it in the place of his son.  Then Abraham 
called the name of that place Jehovah-Jireh, or the Lord will see.  And Moses writes, “As 
it is said to this day, ‘In the mount of the Lord it will be seen,’” that is, what the Lord will 
provide will be seen in His mount.  Abraham loved the Lord.  He trusted Him.  He 
believed His promises and acted on His Word, and he was not disappointed.  The author 
to the Hebrews tells us that we must learn to do the same.  If we do, we will not be 
disappointed either.   

And so we see first in the offering of Isaac the test of Abraham’s faith.  But 
clearly, as the author to the Hebrews has already told us, we also see a type or a picture of 
Christ.  In a very real sense, God was the One who was making the sacrifice on Mount 
Moriah.  Isaac was the child of promise, the one through whom His Son would eventually 
come.  In sacrificing Isaac, He was the One who was giving up what was dear to Him.  
And yet further this was a picture of what God was actually intending to give – His own 
dear Son, the One He loved most of all.  Just as God told Abraham that He wanted him to 
sacrifice his son, his only son, so the Lord was intending to actually give His Son, His 
only-begotten Son, His dearly Beloved, for the sins of His people.  Just as He told 
Abraham to offer him up as an act of worship, so the Father intended His Son to offer 
Himself as an act of worship.  Just as Isaac carried the wood of the sacrifice on his back 
up the mountain, so our Lord carried the wood of His cross to the place of His sacrifice.  
Just as Isaac died in the eyes of his father when the Lord told Abraham to sacrifice his 
son, because the Lord had dedicated him for this purpose, so the Lord Jesus actually gave 
His life on the cross.  And as Isaac came to live again when the angel told Abraham to 
stay his hand, so the Lord Jesus Christ was raised from the dead on the third day.  Even 
the ram on that mountain was a picture of Jesus, who gave His life in the place of Isaac’s, 
so that Isaac wouldn’t have to die.  Interestingly enough, the mountain on which God told 
Abraham to sacrifice Isaac would be the very place that the Temple would be built, where 
many thousands of more sacrifices would be offered, all pointing to the final sacrifice of 
Christ.  Some even believe that this was the very mountain where Jesus eventually died.  
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How great is the love of God for us?  It was so great that He was willing to give His own 
dear Son to pay the ransom for our souls.  What should we give Him in return?  Whatever 
He asks of us, no matter how dear it is to us.  Jeremiah Burroughs, a pastor who lived 
many years ago, once wrote this, “‘For God so loved the world that He gave His Son.’  
The Son of God is infinitely dearer to God than ten thousand millions of worlds!  Now, [a 
walk] that becomes the revelation of such love must be this:  whatever, then, is dearest 
unto our souls must be given up to God.  It was a testimony of the love of Abraham to 
God when God said, ‘Hereby I know thou lovest Me.’  Why?  Because he gave up his 
Isaac to God.  He would not spare his only son whom he loved.  That is how God showed 
His love to us.  We may say, ‘Lord, hereby we know Thou lovest us, that Thou have 
given Thy Isaac, Thy only Son for us; and hereby, Lord shall men and angels know us; 
and hereby, Lord, shall men and angels know that we love Thee, that whatever is dear to 
our souls, Thou shalt have it.  We will offer it up to Thee in way of sacrifice” (Gospel 
Conversation 77-78).   

Finally, the Lord again confirms the promise with an oath.  Because he had not 
withheld his only son from the Lord, the Lord swore that He would fulfill the promise He 
had given him.  The Lord would bless Abraham and make his descendants as numerous 
as the stars of the heaven and as the sand on the seashore.  His people would conquer all 
their enemies.  In his seed, all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  The greatest 
blessing Abraham received was that the Redeemer would be born in his line.  It was 
through Him all the nations would be blessed.  Abraham himself would be blessed 
through that child, and was blessed, for it was only through the power which Christ 
supplies, through the Spirit of the Lord, that he was able to love the Lord in this way and 
carry out this obedience.  All of us who have His Spirit also have this faith and this 
power.  It might not be as strong as Abraham’s, but it is still there.  And if we would only 
faithfully and fully surrender to Him, the Lord would also bless us and use us to become 
a blessing to many, through our service, our prayers and our witness.  We have the 
greatest example and the strongest motivation possible.  God gave His Son for us.  How 
can we not then given everything we have to Him?  Amen.   


