
“The New for the Old” 
(1 Chronicles 28)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we got another glimpse of the Messiah in the Old Testament in 

David’s conquest of the Promised Land and expansion of his reign.   

a.  When Joshua brought God’s people into the land, he subdued many of the 

Canaanites and divided the land among the Israelites, as a picture of Christ’s 

subduing of the world and advancing His kingdom; but the people weren’t 

completely subdued and the land he took was only a small portion of what 

God had promised Abraham.   

b.  The Lord reserved the honor of subduing and conquering all the land for 

David who finally enlarged the kingdom to its full extent:  from the 

wilderness to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the Mediterranean 

(Deu. 11:24).   

c.  In doing this, He provided an even greater picture to the OT church of what 

Messiah would do when He came:  He would rule “from sea to sea and from 

the River to the ends of the earth” (Psalm 72); the whole world would be 

subjected to Him (1 Cor. 15:25).   

 

2.  This can give us a great deal of confidence.   

a.  The Lord has called us to advance His kingdom.   

(i)  To pray that His kingdom would come with power.   

(ii)  To bear witness to the truth of the Gospel through our life and testimony.   

(iii)  To use our gifts and resources to support one another and promote His 

cause.   

 

b.  And there are many things in our way:   

(i)  Satan and his demonic army, the world, and our flesh all fight against us.   

(ii)  They weaken us, try to make us helpless, try to keep us on the sidelines.   

 

c.  But the Lord won’t allow anything to stop us:   

(i)  The world belongs to Him:  He has won the war and will win the battle 

through us.   

(ii)  All of this is a prelude to what will eventually be the subjection of the 

whole universe when He brings in the New Heavens and the New Earth 

where we will be able to spend all eternity with Him.   

(iii)  The work He began in you and in this world He will bring to 

completion.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Last week we saw how David completed what Joshua began – in the taking of 

the Promised Land.   
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2.  This morning, we’re going to see the same was true with regard to the Mosaic 

worship:   

a.  What the Lord used Moses to begin with regard to the Ceremonial Worship, 

He will now use David – the greater type of Christ – to complete.   

b.  We’ll consider two things:   

(i)  First, that the Lord used David to change certain aspects of the OT 

worship.   

(ii)  And second, that He did this as a picture of what Jesus would do in the 

New Covenant.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that the Lord used David to change different aspects of the Old 

Covenant worship by adding several new institutions and beginning the change in 

the place of worship.   

1.  First, he added some new things to the worship.   

a.  The Lord gave the Law through Moses, but not everything was given through 

him – the Lord also made some changes through David.   

(i)  Joshua began the work of conquering the land, and David completed it.   

(ii)  In the same way, Moses began the work of instituting the worship of 

God’s people, and David completed that.   

(iii)  It seems that the Lord often gave more than one type in each area to give 

a complete picture of His Son – because His Son has so much more glory 

than all of them put together.   

 

b.  What were the changes David made?   

(i)  First, he divided the Levites into several divisions and appointed them to 

work that was different than what Moses had assigned them.   

(a)  We read in 1 Chronicles 23:3-6, “The Levites were numbered from 

thirty years old and upward, and their number by census of men was 

38,000.  Of these, 24,000 were to oversee the work of the house of the 

LORD; and 6,000 were officers and judges, and 4,000 were 

gatekeepers, and 4,000 were praising the LORD with the instruments 

which David made for giving praise.  David divided them into divisions 

according to the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.”   

(b)  Along with these divisions, he also assigned the times they would 

fulfill these offices.   

 

(ii)  In this list, we see several new offices David appointed:   

(a)  He appointed officers, judges and gatekeepers.   

(b)  And he appointed singers:  “Now these are those whom David 

appointed over the service of song in the house of the LORD, after the 

ark rested there. They ministered with song before the tabernacle of the 

tent of meeting, until Solomon had built the house of the LORD in 

Jerusalem; and they served in their office according to their order” (1 

Chr. 16:31-32).   
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(iii)  He also divided the priesthood into divisions and appointed their times 

of service:  “Now the divisions of the descendants of Aaron were these: 

the sons of Aaron were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.  But Nadab 

and Abihu died before their father and had no sons.  So Eleazar and 

Ithamar served as priests.  David, with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar and 

Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, divided them according to their offices 

for their ministry” (1 Chronicles 24:1-3).   

 

c.  Why did David make these changes?   

(i)  It was because the work Moses assigned to the Levites was no longer 

necessary.   

(a)  Before, they had the job of packing up and transporting the tabernacle, 

furniture and utensils used for the ceremonial worship (Num. 3-4).   

(b)  They didn’t need to do this any longer now that they were in the land.   

 

(ii)  The priests were divided probably because there were so many and they 

all couldn’t work at the same time.   

(iii)  The old laws were abolished and new laws were put in their place (1 

Chr. 23:26).   

 

d.  These divisions actually continued as long as the OT worship continued.   

(i)  They continued after the Jews returned from captivity into the NT, where 

we see that Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, was of the division of 

Abijah (Luke 1:5; cf. 1 Chr. 24:10).   

(ii)  In other words, David made changes in the Ceremonial Law as the work 

of redemption continued to progress and his changes were just as 

authoritative as the things Moses instituted (2 Chr. 23:18).   

 

2.  The second thing David did was to make the plans and prepare for the building 

of the Temple, which laid the foundation for the abolishment of the tabernacle 

worship.   

a.  The Lord gave Moses the plans to built the tabernacle on Mount Sinai (Ex. 

26:30; Heb. 8:5).   

b.  In the same way, the Lord revealed to David the plans for the Temple:  “Then 

David gave to his son Solomon the plan of the porch of the temple, its 

buildings, its storehouses, its upper rooms, its inner rooms and the room for 

the mercy seat; and the plan of all that he had in mind, for the courts of the 

house of the LORD, and for all the surrounding rooms, for the storehouses of 

the house of God and for the storehouses of the dedicated things . . .  ‘All 

this,’ said David, ‘the LORD made me understand in writing by His hand 

upon me, all the details of this pattern’” (1 Chr. 28:11-12, 19).   

c.  Again, the Lord was making changes through David as the history of 

redemption continued to progress.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider that David did this as a picture of what Jesus would do in 

the New Covenant.   
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1.  When Jesus Christ came, He would also modify the worship of God.   

a.  Moses was a picture of Jesus in instituting the kind of worship that was 

pleasing to God – through Moses, the Lord set up the typical tabernacle and 

ceremonial worship that pictured Christ’s body, priesthood, sacrifice and 

mediation.   

b.  David was also a picture of Jesus in altering the worship of God when He 

came:   

(i)  When He came, He changed certain aspects of OT worship and abolished 

other parts, as David made changes and set aside the tabernacle worship.   

(ii)  He also set up the more glorious spiritual temple of God – as David laid 

the groundwork for the building of the Temple.   

 

c.  When God’s plan of redemption moved forward, the Ceremonial Law 

changed.   

(i)  The Ceremonial Law was not meant to continue forever.   

(ii)  If David, a type of the Messiah could abolish part of the ceremonial law 

of Moses and change portions of it, then the Messiah could certainly 

abolish the whole, which is exactly what He did when He fulfilled it on 

the cross by accomplishing our redemption.   

 

2.  Now He has instituted a more spiritual worship in His New Covenant Church.   

a.  We still need the Lord to tell us how He wants to be worshipped, and He has:   

(i)  He tells us that we are still to approach God through a sacrifice, but that 

sacrifice is to be His and not animal sacrifices.   

(ii)  We are still to approach Him through a mediator, but that Mediator now 

is Christ, instead of the OT priests.   

(iii)  We are still to offer Him prayer and praise, but now our prayer and 

praises are to reflect the fulfillment of the New Covenant; we are no 

longer to worship merely under the OT shadows.   

 

b.  We also no longer need to worship in a particular place.   

(i)  The Samaritans believed the faithful needed to worship on Mount 

Gerizim, while the Jews knew it was rightly in Jerusalem.   

(ii)  But with the bringing in of the New Covenant, we are no longer to direct 

our worship toward the earthly Jerusalem, but towards the heavenly 

Jerusalem – where our Mediator and the true temple is located.   

(iii)  Jesus told the Samaritan woman, “Woman, believe Me, an hour is 

coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship 

the Father.  You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 

know, for salvation is from the Jews.  But an hour is coming, and now is, 

when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 

such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  God is spirit, and those 

who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:21-24).   
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3.  Finally, the Lord not only set aside the OT ceremonial worship and replaced it 

with a more spiritual worship, He also abolished the physical temple that He 

might build a spiritual one.   

a.  We’ve seen what the Lord did with the earthly Temple in our class on last 

things:  When the Jews wickedly rejected their Messiah, Jesus Christ, He 

rejected them and destroyed their city and Temple.   

b.  But before this happened, He gathered His lost sheep into His spiritual 

Temple – the church – and has been doing the same ever since, through the 

Gospel.   

(i)  The Bible tells us that our Lord is building the true temple out of living 

stones:  Peter writes, “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has 

been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you 

also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ” (1 Pet. 2:4-5).   

(ii)  These living stones are those whom Christ has redeemed – through His 

obedience and death – and which He has applied to them through the 

Gospel – as they put their trust in Him to reconcile them to God.   

(iii)  This is the Temple Jesus is building – His church – and it is a building 

that is far more glorious, will give Him far more glory and will last 

forever.   

(iv)  Are you a part of this building this morning?   

(a)  You are if you are looking to Christ for His sacrifice and trusting in 

Him for your righteousness.   

(b)  You are if your life shows that you are through your loving obedience 

and worship.   

(c)  If you are not a part of this building, which are the only members of 

mankind that He will save from this world, then look to His cross now 

for the sacrifice to cover your sins and to His obedience to cover your 

disobedience.   

(d)  Trust in Him – alone – to save you, and He will save you and add you 

to His Temple/His Church and you will be safe for all eternity.  Amen.   


