
 

“The Motivation for Our Service” 
(Mark 12:28-34) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning we were looking at the ground of our confidence being rooted in the 
sovereign Lordship of the risen Savior.  Christ was born to be king, to be king not only over His 
church, but over the whole world.  All nations must bow down to Him, all nations must serve 
Him, for if they do not, then the Son may become angry and they will perish in the way.  I 
believe that this is why there is so much warfare, famine and sickness in the world, why there is 
so much poverty and destitution.  It is because the leaders of those nations, and their people, 
have not bowed down to do homage to the Son.  Isn’t this the exercise of His royal staff as He 
shatters kingdom as pots of earthenware?  It is true that in those nations where the Protestant 
faith has flourished, so has their prosperity.  It is exactly as the Lord told us.  There is a 
blessing for obedience, and a curse for disobedience.  Christ is in sovereign and absolute 
control.  If the nations will honor the Son, He will bestow great blessings upon them.  But if 
they will not, He may very well destroy them.  But it is also because Christ has this sovereign 
power over heaven and earth that we can have great confidence that Christ will save us.  He will 
not lose us to our sins, nor will He allow any of His and our enemies to destroy us as we seek to 
serve Him.  There is therefore no reason in the world why we should ever be afraid of 
identifying ourselves as His people, nor serving Him with boldness.  We can confidently say 
with the psalmist, “The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?” (Ps. 
118:6).   
 But there is something more that is needed besides this strong ground of confidence if we 
are to serve the Lord vigorously.  You may already be convinced in your mind that Christ is and 
that He is sovereign, and yet you may still be paralyzed when it comes to Christian service.  
You may yet find yourself not doing what you would like to do.  You may find little zeal, very 
little effort being expended on your part in your service to Christ.  What else could be lacking?   
 You will remember that two weeks ago we explored the major cause.  John writes, in 1 
John 2:15, “Do not love the world, nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.”  John says that the love of the world and the love of the Father 
are mutually exclusive; they cannot exist together.  They are like two ends of a continuum.  The 
more you move towards one, the more you move away from the other.  The more you love the 
world, the less you will love God.  And the more you love God, the less you will love the world.  
It is for this reason that last week we spent so much time searching out the root of our lusts and 
why and how we should put our lusts to death.  Having seen that we must put to death the sin in 
our members in order to love the world less, this evening I want us to focus on the fact that,   
 
 We are to love God with the totality of our being, with all that is within us.   
 
I.  The Text, You Will Notice, Has the Same Context as that Which We Looked at This 

Morning.   
A.  The Pharisees, Herodians, Sadducees and scribes are all gathered against Christ seeking 

to trap Him in a statement, so that they can turn Him over to His, and their, enemies.   
B.  There does, however, seem to be a notable exception in the particular man asking Him the 

question.   
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1.  This man had heard them arguing, and instead of becoming enraged and embarrassed 
as the rest of them, he recognized the fact that Jesus had answered them well.   

2.  And so he now puts a question to Jesus, a question which perhaps he was really 
seeking the true answer to, or, realizing what the truth was, he wanted to see if Jesus 
was of the same opinion.   

 
II.  The Question He Asked Is This, “What commandment is the foremost of all?”  Which 

is first above all the others?   
A.  “Jesus answered, ‘The foremost is, “HEAR, O ISRAEL!  THE LORD OUR GOD IS 

ONE LORD; AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR 
HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH 
ALL YOUR STRENGTH.”’” 
1.  Jesus answers by first quoting the most important creedal statement of faith which 

existed in Israel.  “Hear, O Israel!  The Lord our God is one Lord.”   
a.  The exhortation is first to hear; not merely to listen, but to hear!   
b.  This, O Israel, is your wisdom.  Listen to this!  Hear it!  Let it sink deep into your 

heart and mind!   
c.  What is it that they are to hear?  That the Lord, He is our God, He is one Lord.   
d.  Before the stipulations or requirements of the servant are given in a Suzerainty 

Treaty, the Suzerain first identifies himself.  Here, Yahweh, the covenant Lord of 
Israel, identifies Himself as the God of creation, and as the gracious Lord of 
redemption, who has entered into covenant with His people.   

e.  Now with the changing of the changing of Lords or gods, there must also be the 
changing of law.  Each religion has its own moral and ethical system, its own 
system of what is right and wrong.  Israel was led out of bondage to the Egyptians, 
who had their own gods and their own laws.  And God had entered into covenant 
with them, revealing to them His own holy Law.   

f.  Really, apart from religion, there is no such thing ultimately as a law which has 
morally binding force.  We can say for practical reasons that this or that is better, 
but we cannot say, apart from a sovereign God, that this or that ought, or must, be 
done.   

g.  If we are all the results of some cosmic accident, then who is to say that this or that 
is right or wrong?  Won’t rightness and wrongness in this case depend upon what 
every man thinks is right or wrong?  Doesn’t man in this case become his own god 
making his own absolutes?   

h.  But people disagree about what is right or wrong.  How can you say that we must 
do this or we must do that, if you have no objective standard, something outside of 
yourself which has absolute authority?  It is impossible.  We might be able to say 
what people think is right or wrong, but we would never be able to define an absolute 
which all men must hold to.  Today, for the most part, the standards of our society 
come from the religion of humanism, the idea that man is the highest and most 
important being in the universe.   

i.  But we also recognize that there are other religions, all of which have their own 
standards of right and wrong, based upon what they believe their gods want.   

j.  Jesus begins by telling us who the true God is:  He is the God of Creation, the 
covenant Lord of Israel, before He tells us what it is that He would have us to do.  
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And in telling this to us, He is also telling us the following things about this law.   
(i)  It is an absolute Law, one which never changes, because God never changes.   
(ii)  It is one which requires absolute and universal obedience, because He is the 

sovereign Lord to whom we are indebted for our own existence, as well as our 
own salvation.   

(iii)  It is the way in which God would have us to worship Him, by reflecting back 
His own glory and image by being conformed to His will.   

(iv)  And it is one that God will be jealous to keep, for He is a jealous God who 
cannot deny Himself.   

 
2.  Having identified Israel’s covenant Lord and His absolute claim on their lives, Jesus 

now identifies the greatest of all His commandments.  He says, “And you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength.”   
a.  Simply put, you are to love God with all of your being, with all of your faculties, 

with all that is within you.   
(i)  God has first of all given to you a heart.  The heart is the seat of the emotions.  

But more specifically, it is the seat of the affections.   
(ii)  Your affections are those inclinations which draw you toward or repel you away 

from various things.  If you are strongly affected towards one particular thing, 
you will seek to have it.  If you are strongly affected against something, you will 
try to avoid it.  We are all creatures that are driven by our affections.   

(iii)  God says first that He wants you to love Him with all your heart, with all your 
affections.  He doesn’t want only part of your heart, or most of your heart; He 
wants all of it.  He wants your affections to be exercised strongly towards Him.  
He doesn’t want to compete with anything else for your affections.  He knows 
that if He has your heart, He will have all of you.  You will give yourself up to 
Him in whatever it is He asks you to do, no matter what the obstacle that may get 
in your way.  This is why He says, “Love Me with all your heart.”   

(iv)  But He also says that we are to love Him with all our mind.  The mind is that 
faculty God has given us by which we reason.  By it, we have the ability to 
contemplate and meditate upon things.  By it also we have the ability to evaluate 
and judge the quality and worth of an object, whether it is good or bad, and also 
the moral quality of an action or word, whether it is right or wrong.   

(v)  God says that we are to love Him with all our mind, which means that we are to 
exercise this faculty strongly towards Him.  We are to let Him be the object of 
our meditations.  We are to think on the things which He has revealed about 
Himself that we might know the beauty and the moral excellence of them.  God 
has made our minds to govern our thoughts and, working with our hearts, it is to 
govern our actions.  God wants to be foremost in our minds.   

(vi)  Thirdly, God has given to us a soul.  The word “soul” is used in Scripture in 
various ways.  It can mean the heart, or the mind, or both.  It can also refer to the 
whole person, or only the immaterial part of a man.  It can also refer to that 
principle within man which makes him alive.   

(vii)  I think here, because of the all inclusiveness of these commands, God has the 
whole being in mind.  We are to exercise all that is within us, the vital, 



4 

 

life-giving principle, all of our being, towards Him.   
(viii)  And this goes along with the final statement, that we are to love Him with all 

our strength.  The soul may refer to our spiritual might, while our strength may 
refer to our physical might.  Having Him as the chief object of our affections, and 
the foremost thought in our minds, we are to devote all of our energies, all that He 
has given to us, in order that we might love and serve Him accordingly.   

 
b.  And why should we do this?  Why should we love God in this way?  We have 

already considered this.   
(i)  God is the One who made us.  He is the One who takes care of us.   
(ii)  He is also the One who has made an infinite stoop to redeem us when we had 

fallen away from Him in rebellion.  As we saw this morning, He is the sovereign 
King who subdues us and our enemies under His feet.  Though God had every 
right to be infinitely angry with us and to reject us forever, He did not do so.  
And even when He came to us and found us all sinners and haters of God, yet He 
still sent His Son to die for us to remove the hatred from our hearts.  And He 
entered into covenant with us through His Son.  He graciously became our 
covenant Lord.   

(iii)  But aside from what God has done for us, He is also infinitely worthy of this 
love.  He is the greatest object of adoration in all the universe.  Not only is He 
infinite in all of His own perfections, and for that reason infinitely beautiful, but 
He is also infinitely holy and pure.  He is worthy that we should love Him with 
our whole being.  To not do so would be the greatest folly.   

(iv)  Surely, all these things were in the mind of the apostle Paul, when he wrote, “I 
urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:1-2).   

(v)  When you love God in this way, you will surely, as the apostle also states, fulfill 
the whole law concerning Him.  When you love someone with all your heart, 
your whole purpose in life become to please that person who is so dear to you.   

 
B.  But Jesus says that there is more.  “The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these.”   
1.  If you love your neighbor, which includes everyone who around you at any given time, 

as you love yourself, you can’t go wrong.   
a.  Paul knew that every man, and every person for that matter, loves himself.  That is 

why when he gave the command for husbands to love their wives, he said that they 
should love their wives even as they love themselves (Eph. 5:28-29).   

b.  Paul also wrote, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who 
loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  For this, "YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT 
ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU 
SHALL NOT COVET," and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in 
this saying, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."  Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 
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13:8-10).   
c.  When you think about it, if you love your neighbor in this way, how could you 

possibly do anything to him but good?  If you love someone do you want to hurt 
them, lie to them, steal from them?  Of course not!  You want to do what is good 
for them.  Love therefore is the fulfillment of the Law!   

 
2.  Jesus also tells us in Matthew 22:39, that this second command is like the first.   

a.  How are they similar?  Well, for one thing, man is made in the image of God.  
Even fallen man still retains the natural image of God -- which is composed of his 
ability to think, his spiritual and immortal nature, and his ability to make morally 
significant choices--, though he has completely lost any resemblance to God’s moral 
image.  If you love God, you will also love those in His image.   

b.  But this is even more true of those who have been recreated in the image of God.  
They not only bear His natural image, but they are also being restored in His moral 
image.  They share in the beauty of His moral attributes in some measure.   

c.  If you do not love those who are recreated in the image of God, it must be that you 
do not love God.  John writes, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, 
he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love 
God whom he has not seen” (1 John 4:20).   

d.  But if you love God, you will love those who are in His image.   
 
III.  Jesus Was Right.  These Are the Greatest Commandments, and There Are No 

Others Greater than These.   
A.  And so the scribe replied, “Right, Teacher, You have truly stated that HE IS ONE; AND 

THERE IS NO ONE ELSE BESIDES HIM; AND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL THE 
HEART AND WITH ALL THE UNDERSTANDING AND WITH ALL THE 
STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE ONE'S NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, is much more than all 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.”   
1.  This scribe acknowledged that Jesus was correct.  God is the only One, and they 

should have no other.  He recognized the fundamental truth regarding the “Shema.”   
2.  But he also recognized that the moral law, which is eternally binding, was more 

important than the ceremonial law, which is only binding as long as God says they are 
to continue.   
a.  He says that to love God with your whole being and to love those made in His 

image is far more important than all the sacrifices and burnt offerings.  Why?   
b.  Because it is conceivable that a time would come in which these sacrifices would 

end.  But it is not conceivable that we should ever stop loving God or our neighbor.   
 

B.  “And when Jesus saw that he had answered intelligently, He said to him, ‘You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.’”   
1.  Jesus says that this man was nearer to His kingdom than others.  Why?   

a.  This man knew the truth about God and the truth about His commandments.  There 
were many who did not.   

b.  He not only knew these things, but he also gave his ascent to them.  He believed 
that they were true.  There are many who are aware of the truths of God’s Word and 
yet are still unconvinced of them.   
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2.  But yet Jesus says that he was not in the kingdom, but only near.  Why is this?   

a.  It is because he had not entrusted himself to the One who was the King.  He had not 
embraced the Savior.  He, in other words, did not love Him.   

b.  In one sense he was near, and yet in another, he was far.  All he needed to do was 
to love Christ and to trust in Him from his heart.  And yet this was impossible for 
him, as it is for any man, apart from the grace of God.   

c.  He was not far away, and yet he was far enough to perish forever, unless God would 
have mercy on Him and change His heart.   

d.  And this again confirms for us that it is not enough to know the truth, or even to 
believe that it is true.  We must embrace Jesus Christ from the heart, with our whole 
heart, and with our whole being.  This is what gives life to all of our service, this is 
what directs the course of our ship.  And the more you love God, the more your 
affections are wrapped around Him, the more your life will be wrapped up in 
pleasing and giving honor to Him.   

e.  May the Lord therefore help us to run from the world and to flee to Christ.  May He 
help us all to love Him and embrace Him with all our being, that in so doing we 
would find the true motivation in the true service of God.  Amen.   


