
 

“The More Certain Prophetic Word” 
(2 Peter 1:16-21) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week, in the evening service, we were looking at the fact that all men are 
rendered inexcusable for their sins before God, because God has given to each a revelation of 
His Being and His will in nature.  All men know that God is.  All men know that He is infinite, 
eternal and unchangeable.  All men know that He is intelligent, personal, and moral.  They 
know that He is good, but they also know that He is angry.  And they also know something of 
why He is angry, because they know something of His will, for He has written His 
commandments on the hearts of every man, by virtue of their having been created in His image.  
And although this revelation has been obscured by sin, and is made weaker and weaker 
throughout years of sinning, yet it is still there and is enough to make them accountable to God.   
 But remember that the one thing which nature does not tell anyone is how they might be 
reconciled to this God whom they have offended.  Therefore the Lord has given His Word, the 
revelation of His redemption through the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is what we will want to focus 
on more specifically this evening.   
 In his second letter, Peter is addressing the people of God to warn them against false 
teachers who deny both the coming of Christ and the way of godliness.  After all, if Christ is not 
coming, and there is no day of accountability, then why live such a strict life of godliness?  The 
unregenerate will always do all that they can to remove from their paths the standards of 
holiness, because it is ugly to them.  But if Christ is coming, and each man will be judged for his 
sins, then godliness is important not only for this life, but also for that life which is to come.  
Therefore, Peter exhorts his hearers not to listen to those false teachers, for they will lead them 
into perdition, but rather to pursue the God-like characteristics of righteousness and holiness.  
These are the things which will really profit them in this life, and more importantly, in the life to 
come.  Peter says the one who does not have these qualities is either dead in sin, or lacks 
foresight.  Therefore, he charges them to examine themselves in order that they might know 
whether they are Christ’s or not, for if the fruits of godliness are in them and are increasing, then 
the way into God’s kingdom will be abundantly supplied to them.  Peter is simply reminding 
them.  They already know these things and have been established in them.  But since the time 
of his departure is near, he wants to stir up their minds to these important truths at least once 
more before he leaves, so that when he is gone, they will remember.   
 It is at this point that we arrive at our text, in which Peter seeks to show them the two 
things upon which he bases his certain knowledge of this future event.  One is his experience on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, and the other is the word of prophecy.   
 
I.  First, Peter relates his experiences on the Mount of Transfiguration.   

A.  Peter first of all tells us that this event which he witnessed was not a story which he made 
up.  But it is the sober truth.   
1.  Men have throughout the centuries devised cunning tales and fables in order to keep 

other men under their power.   
a.  If you have read the Iliad and the Odyssey, or other works of Roman or Greek 

mythology, you have seen a good example of such fables.   
b.  In the more modern context, we have the Book of Mormon, written by a man who 
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claimed to receive a heavenly visitor, who told him where he could find the tablets of 
gold and the special glasses that he needed to decipher the Reformed Egyptian 
hieroglyphics which were on them.   

c.  But these things were not revealed from above.  These are lies spewed out of the 
mouth of the devil, through his spokesmen, in order to bring men into darkness, 
while deceiving them into thinking that they are walking in the truth.   

 
2.  But such is not the case with Peter.   

a.  He says that “We did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   

b.  He says “we,” for he is including himself among the apostles, who “were the 
eyewitnesses of His majesty.”   

c.  Peter is saying that he, and the other apostles, James and John, actually saw the 
power and coming of Christ.   

d.  Now what event is he referring to? 
 

B.  It is undoubtedly the event known as the Transfiguration of Christ.   
1.  Peter writes, “For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an 

utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is My beloved Son with 
whom I am well-pleased’--and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven 
when we were with Him on the holy mountain” (vv. 17-18).   

2.  This event is described for us in Matthew’s gospel, as well as in Mark and Luke.  In 
Matthew 16:27 - 17:8, we read, “‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of 
His Father with His angels; and WILL THEN RECOMPENSE EVERY MAN 
ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.  Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are 
standing here who shall not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His 
kingdom.’  And six days later Jesus *took with Him Peter and James and John his 
brother, and *brought them up to a high mountain by themselves.  And He was 
transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as 
white as light.  And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.  
And Peter answered and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I 
will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’  
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold, a 
voice out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; 
listen to Him!’  And when the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were 
much afraid.  And Jesus came to them and touched them and said, ‘Arise, and do not be 
afraid.’  And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, except Jesus Himself alone.”   

3.  This event was a picture, a prefiguring of Christ’s second coming, not the event itself.   
a.  Peter says, “We made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

. . .  We were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”   
b.  Jesus had said to His disciples, “There are some of those who are standing here who 

shall not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”   
c.  Those to whom He was referring, were obviously Peter, James and John.   
d.  They were the ones who saw this heavenly vision.  They saw Christ Jesus 

transformed before them so that His face radiated light like the sun, and His clothing 
became as white as light.   
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e.  This was His receiving of honor and glory from God the Father.  And Peter is here 
using it as proof or evidence of who Christ is and what it is that He would do, as over 
against the false teachers and heretics.   

f.  What Peter saw was the divine light emanating from Christ.  It was His ineffable 
glory, that glory which Christ had with the Father before the world was.  It was the 
light of His holiness, which was only veiled from their eyes before by the veil of His 
human nature.  This, by the way, is also the description given of the clothing worn 
by the Ancient of Days in the book of Daniel, when He bequeaths a kingdom upon 
the Son of Man which will never pass away (Dan. 7:9-14).   

g.  But corresponding to this, there was also a light which was emanating from the 
cloud.  Matthew writes, “While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them.”  This cloud was apparently not illumined by the sun, but had a 
radiance of its own.  It was a light unlike any other which Peter had seen.  When 
John seeks to describe it in the book of Revelation, he says that it is like the light 
which shines from a Jasper, or a Sardius stone (Rev. 4:3; 21:11).  Since one of these 
stones gives off a green light, and the other a red, it appears as though John was 
trying to describe the quality of light, rather than its color.  Whatever it looked like, 
it was beautiful to behold.   

h.  Undoubtedly, the light of the cloud was of the same nature as that which was 
coming from Christ, and it probably served to confirm in the hearts of the apostles 
that the One who stood before them was God Himself.   

i.  An interesting study might be done on this subject of the Shikinah glory of God.  
There are those who believe that it is actually heaven breaking into earth, that that 
which the apostles saw was a window into heaven, the light being the glory of God, 
and the cloud the only thing which obscured their direct sight into that holy place.   

j.  Peter had mixed emotions concerning it.  On the one hand, he said, “Lord, it is good 
for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  Peter’s heart, having been changed by the grace 
of God, stood in awe at the beauty of the sight.  He apparently desired to hang 
around for a while to behold the spectacle, for he asked Jesus if he could build three 
tents for the three of them to stay in.   

k.  But on the other hand, Peter was also afraid.  Mark records that Peter said this 
because “he did not know what to answer; for they became terrified” (Mark. 9:6).   

l.  But this is not all.  After the cloud overshadowed them, “A voice out of the cloud, 
saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!’”  
And undoubtedly, the Spirit of God was also present in their hearts, confirming to 
them that what they were seeing was indeed true.   

m.  These things were so indelibly impressed upon his heart by the Spirit of God, and 
they were so cherished by him, that even though many years had passed, and he had 
come near to the end of his life, they were still just as vivid as when they happened.   

n.  And so here are the proofs of Christ’s deity:  the visible glory, the audible voice 
and the internal witness of the Spirit.  These also are the proofs of His coming again 
in glory, for as we saw this morning, God does not lie.   

 
B.  Now what does Peter tell his audience is the importance of this heavenly vision?   

1.  First, he tells them that this makes the prophetic more sure.   
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a.  There are actually two ways in which this verse can be translated.   
b.  One way is that of the King James, which states, “We have also a more sure word of 

prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.”   

c.  Taken this way, the meaning would be that the prophetic word of the Scripture is 
more sure than the audible voice from heaven.  However, it would be difficult to 
understand how this could be the case.  The written word has no more authority than 
the spoken word of God, since they both come from the same source.   

d.  The other way of rendering the passage is seen in the NASB, “And so we have the 
prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your 
hearts.”   

e.  Taken this way, Peter is saying that the events on the Holy Mountain have had the 
effect of making the prophetic writings even more sure.  That now there is the 
additional testimony of God to the same effect.   

f.  This really is the whole purpose of such a miracle.  God does these things which are 
above nature, and reveals Himself in these ways, always that He might confirm His 
Word.  He takes His Word very seriously, even putting its honor on a par or ever 
over His very name (Ps. 138:2).   

 
2.  With this confirmation in mind, Peter says we would do well to pay attention to it.   

a.  This truth has been repeated so many times in Scripture.  But since Peter is telling 
this to a people who were already established in these truths, it shouldn’t hurt us to 
hear them again.   

b.  God speaks in order to be heard.  He even sends His preachers out to a people who 
are hardened in sin against Him and incapable of responding to the word to preach 
repentance to them.   

c.  But of course, God gives the ability to His people to respond to His word, and 
having come to Him, He continues to give them the ability to carry it out fully, if 
only they will submit themselves to Him.   

d.  In this case, Peter has more specifically in mind the prophetic writings of Scripture 
which bear on the second coming of Christ, as we have already seen.   

e.  He says that we are to pay attention to it as to a lamp shining in a dark place.   
f.  He means that we are focus on that light of His Word, the light of His promises, 

which is the only hope in this darkness.  We are surrounded by darkness on all sides, 
as was the audience of Peter’s day.  And even as they had to endure heresies and 
heretics, false prophets and false teachers, wickedness and apostasy, even so must 
we.   

g.  But in the midst of this darkness, which is like a black sky, there is a star shining.  
It is the star of hope, it is the light of Christ’s coming.  And if we focus on that 
glorious event, it can bring joy into our hearts.  It is the same as if a man was 
trapped in a dark place and didn’t know which way to go.  But then suddenly he 
fixes his eyes on a spot of light shining from a distance.  Should he turn away from 
the light, or should he pursue it?  He should pursue it for in that light there is a hope 
of his deliverance.   

h.  Peter says the same is true here.  We should fix our eyes on the light until the full 
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day appears in them, and the morning star, that star which signals the awakening of 
the dawn arises in our hearts.   

i.  Now if we have already come to Christ, that light has already dawned.  We already 
see the day of Christ through the eyes of faith.  It is that light by which we travel in 
this world.  Christ’s coming is that star that we fix our bearing by, that we might 
steer a straight course through this world.  Through faith we may even have a 
measure of the joy of that day in our hearts now to comfort us through our trials and 
tribulations.   

j.  But if you have not yet come to Christ, if you cannot yet see Him through the eyes 
of faith, then you need to fix your eyes on His Word until that morning star does 
dawn in your heart, and the full light of faith has risen.  Otherwise, if you turn away, 
you will have nothing but darkness before your eyes, and will have no way of 
knowing which way to go.   

k.  Peter has been telling them to make their calling and election sure.  This is but one 
other way to do so.   

 
II.  Lastly, Peter gives us one more reason to convince us that we should listen to this 

prophetic Word.  “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of 
one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but 
men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (vv. 20-21).   
A.  Holy Scripture, in all it contains, is not the word of man.   

1.  This is true of the cleverly devised tales.  And it is also true of what the false teachers 
teach.   

2.  But the Word of God is just that, the Word of God.   
a.  But again, there is a difference of opinion as to what this passage is saying.   
b.  It might be saying that once given, prophecy is not to be interpreted by an individual 

apart from the sanctifying and illumining work of the Spirit of God.  And this is 
certainly true.  There are liberal theologians who study the Scripture their whole 
lives and yet remain completely void of a saving knowledge of it.  Apart from the 
Spirit’s work, they may know many facts about it, but they will never see its beauty 
or feel its transforming power.   

c.  Now this certainly is true, but it doesn’t quite fit the context.   
d.  The other possibility is that Peter is saying that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter 

of one’s own interpretation of the way things are.  In other words, it is not the word 
of man, but the word of God.   

 
B.  This position seems to be strengthened by what follows, “For no prophecy was ever made 

by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”   
1.  Prophecy, unlike the deceptions of men, is not by an act of a person’s will.  A prophet 

may not prophesy whenever he feels like it.  Nor is it a matter of a man giving forth his 
own thoughts on the matter.   

2.  Rather, it is an act of the Holy Spirit, bearing men along according to what they ought 
to say or write.   
a.  The Spirit does not eliminate their minds, as though they go into some kind of 

ecstasy.   
b.  Rather, He was leading and guiding the men He used, shaping their lives and the 
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circumstances into which they wrote, so that what they wrote was precisely what He 
intended.   

c.  What then are we to learn from this?  It is simply this.  We too live in a world of 
skepticism.  What Peter writes was true of his age, as it is of ours, for in reality it is 
still the same age:  the last days.   

d.  He says, “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their 
mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His 
coming?  For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the 
beginning of creation’” (3:3-4).   

e.  All around us there are mockers and scoffers and false teachers and heretics.  What 
are we to do?   

f.  We are to fix our eyes on the more sure Word of prophecy, that Word which was 
given by the prophets so many years ago, and that Word which was confirmed by 
God on the Holy Mountain.  We are to lift up our eyes to the Lord in the heavens 
and look expectantly for Him.  His coming is the light which shines in this darkness, 
and it is His Word which reveals that coming.   

g.  And we must strive, as Peter said earlier, after godliness and holiness that the 
entrance into His eternal kingdom would be abundantly supplied to us.  Let us not 
be blinded by the world and its treasures, but instead let us look steadfastly on the 
beauty of heaven and the radiant glory of our Lord.   

h.  Let us therefore daily look to His Word and His promises to draw forth the 
guidance, the comfort and the joy that we need, to speed us on to our journey’s end.  
May God bless His Word to our hearing this evening.  Amen.   


