
”The Model of a Faithful Servant” 
(Ephesians 6:21-22) 

Introduction: For the past several months we have seen the many 
truths Paul wrote to the Ephesian church as well as the way they 
were to live in the light of them; truths that apply every bit as 
much to us as they did to them. And I hope that your lives have 
been enriched by the Word of God so that you might be better 
equipped to serve the Lord where He has placed you in His 
providence. But now Paul is drawing his letter to a conclusion by 
speaking of the messenger by whose hand the letter was sent. There 
is really very little said in the Bible about this man, named 
Tychicus. But from what we do know about him in Scripture, I 
believe that the Lord has given to us in this man a model of a 
faithful servant. Nothing contained in Scripture is superfluous. 
The Lord does not add to His revelation unnecessary trivialities. 
The Holy Spirit was not simply trying to fill in space or round out 
the letter by adding this comment. A model is something that all 
of us need. Yes, we have a perfect example in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but He is God in human flesh. And yes we do have the 
examples of the apostle Paul and all the apostles, but these were 
highly gifted men, called to serve in a very important office. But 
here the Lord gives to us an example of a man with ordinary gifts 
to show us that He will honor all those who honor Him. And what 
you need to see from this example this morning is, 

The Lord does not honor you according to your giftedness 
or your talents, but by your faithfulness in using what he has 
given you. 

I. Tychicus Is a Model to You of a Faithful Servant. 
A. Tychicus Was a Traveling Companion of the Apostle Paul. 

I. He accompanied Paul on his third missionary journey. 
a. When Paul was on the return leg of his third 

journey, Tychicus was with him. 
(il ”AND AFTER THE UPROAR HAD CEASED [THAT HAVING 

TO DO WITH DEMETRIUS AND THE SILVERSMITHS], 
PAUL SENT FOR THE DISCIPLES AND WHEN HE HAD 
EXHORTED THEM AND TAKEN HIS LEAVE OF THEM, HE 
DEPARTED TO GO TO MACEDONIA. AND WHEN HE HAD 
GONE THROUGH THOSE DISTRICTS AND HAD GIVEN 
THEM MUCH EXHORTATION, HE CAME TO GREECE. AND 
THERE HE SPENT THREE MONTHS, AND WHEN A PLOT 
WAS FORMED AGAINST HIM BY THE JEWS AS HE WAS 
ABOUT TO SET SAIL FOR SYRIA, HE DETERMINED TO 
RETURN THROUGH MACEDONIA. AND HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY SOPATER OF BEREA, THE SON OF 
PYRRHUS; AND BY ARISTARCHUS AND SECUNDUS OF 
THE THESSALONIANS; AND GAIUS OF DERBE, AND 
TIMOTHY; AND TYCHICUS AND TROPHIMUS OF ASIA” 

He was among the delegates sent from the 
Gentile churches ”who accompanied Paul to Judea 
in AD 57 to hand over those churches’ gifts to 

(Acts 20: 1-4). 
(iil 
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their brethren in Jerusalem” [Bruce 135). 
And here we see his being with Paul meant that 
he had to possibly face dangers from the Jews 
as well. 

(iiil 

b. But unlike John  Mark, who had abandoned Paul and 
Barnabas on their first journey, Tychicus remained 
f ai thf ul . 
(il We do not read of Tychicus returning home 

because of any difficulties that might have 
accrued to him while traveling with Paul. 

was a dependable servant. 
(iil Rather, we see from later references that he 

2. He also ministered to Paul in his imprisonment. 
a. Paul was in prison in Rome when he penned the 

epistle to the Ephesians. 
(il You may remember that Ephesians, as well as 

Philippians, Colossians and Philemon were 
written during Paul’s first Roman 
imprisonment. 
Paul never took regard of his own life when he 
sought to fulfill the Lord’s commission in his 
life. 

and be spent for the proclamation of the 
Gospe 1. 

(iil 

(iiil He ventured his all and was willing to spend 

b. But even in prison, Tychicus was still there, 
faithfully ministering to him, not being ashamed of 
the Gospel, nor of God’s messenger in chains. 

B. He Was Also Sent by Paul on Various Occasions as a 
Messenger and a Minister to the Churches. 
1.  He was sent to deliver the letter to the Ephesians and 

minister comfort to them. 
a. He was given the privilege of delivering the Word 

How valuable do you think this document was? 
(iil This is not a task that you would entrust to 

just anyone. 
Tychicus had gained the respect of the apostle 
so that he sent him with this precious letter. 
And he was given the honor of being a 
messenger sent from God, bearing a portion of 
God’s revelation to His church for all time. 

of God through Paul to Ephesus. 
(il 

(iiil 

(ivl 

b. He was also entrusted with the responsibility to 
keep Ephesus informed about Paul’s circumstances 
and to comfort them. 
(il Tychicus was to let them know about what the 

Lord had accomplished through Paul and his 
present circumstances. 

encouragement to their hearts. 
(a) 

(iil He also was sent to bring comfort and 

The word parakaleo is the same word used 
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to describe the Holy Spirit as the 
Paraclete, that is, the Comforter. 
Tychicus was to minister to their needs 
and give them consolation in the Gospel 
even as the Holy Spirit came in the place 
of Christ as ”another Comforter. ” 

(bl 

2. He was sent in the same way to the Colossians. 
a. Paul also used Tychicus to deliver an epistle to 

b. ”AS TO MY AFFAIRS, TYCHICUS, OUR BELOVED BROTHER 
the church at Colossae. 

AND FELLOW BOND-SERVANT IN THE LORD, WILL BRING YOU 
INFORMATION. FOR I HAVE SENT HIM TO YOU FOR THIS 
VERY PURPOSE, THAT YOU MAY KNOW ABOUT OUR 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND THAT HE MAY ENCOURAGE YOUR 
HEARTS; AND WITH HIM ONESIMUS, OUR FAITHFUL AND 
BELOVED BROTHER, WHO IS ONE OF YOUR NUMBER. THEY 
WILL INFORM YOU ABOUT THE WHOLE SITUATION HERE” 
(Col . 4: 7-9). 

c. Again, Tychicus was honored for his faithfulness by 
God in allowing him to bear the good tidings. 

3.  And it appears as though he also was sent to Timothy 
and Titus to relieve them in their pastoral duties so 
that they might come to Paul. 
a. Paul sent Tychicus to replace Titus while he 

visited Paul at Nicopolis. 
(il ”WHEN I SEND ARTEMAS OR TYCHICUS TO YOU, MAKE 

EVERY EFFORT TO COME TO ME AT NICOPOLIS, FOR I 
HAVE DECIDED TO SPEND THE WINTER THERE” [Titus 
3: 12) .  
Tychicus apparently was ordained as a minister 
in the Lord’s church. This would explain how 
he might minister in Titus’ place. 

(iil 

b. And when Paul was in his second Roman imprisonment, 
just prior to his martyrdom, he sent Tychicus to 
Timothy, most likely that Timothy would be freed up 
to come to him at Rome. 

C. The Point I want you to see is that Tychicus Was Faithful 
in the Discharge of His Duty, and as such the Lord Honored 
Him. 
1.  Relatively little is said about him in Scripture at 

all. 
a. We have just surveyed the whole revelation of 

b. Really to be included at all in God’s revelation 
Scripture on his life. 

with His benediction, would be a tremendous honor. 

2. But what is said about him reveals that he was a 
faithful brother in the Lord. 
a. He was a true Christian which is manifested by 

Paul’s assessment of him as a beloved brother in 
the Lord. 
(il The phrase ”in the Lord” means that Tychicus 

was one who was born from above. He was one 
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in whom the grace of God was active. 

which followed. 

(a) 

(bl Rather, the love of Christ was so evident 

(iil This was evident from the fruits of his life 

(iiil He was called by Paul the ”beloved brother.” 
This was not a platitude to flatter an 
unfaithful servant. 

in his life that it engendered a similar 
regard for him. 

b. And he was a faithful minister in the things he was 
called by the Lord to do, so that he was honored 
with more responsibility. 
(il It appears from the events of his life that 

there was an increase in the importance of 
duty that was given to him of the Lord. 
He began as a messenger of a Gentile church to 
accompany Paul to Jerusalem with the gift. 

(iiil He remained faithful even in the midst of 
persecut ion. 

deliverer of God’s inspired Word to a couple 
of churches. 

(vl Still later, he was undertaking the pastoral 
ministry in the place of Titus and Timothy so 
that they might be freed up to go to Paul. 

Lord gives us more responsibility. 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

(iil 

(ivl He later was a minister to Paul and a 

(vil When we are faithful with a few things, the 

(viil Tychicus was such a faithful servant of the 

11. The Lord Expects You to Be Faithful in the Exercise of Your 
Gifts as Well. 

A .  The Lord Has Given to Each of You at Least One Gift and a 
Command to Minister It. 
1.  A s  members of the Body of Christ, you too have been 

given a gift to build up your brothers and sisters. 
a. The body is composed of many members each with 

gifts that vary. (Rom. 12:4-6). 
(il ”FOR JUST AS WE HAVE MANY MEMBERS IN ONE BODY 

AND ALL THE MEMBERS DO NOT HAVE THE SAME 
FUNCTION, SO WE, WHO ARE MANY, ARE ONE BODY IN 
CHRIST, AND INDIVIDUALLY MEMBERS OF ONE 
ANOTHER. AND SINCE WE HAVE GIFTS THAT DIFFER 
ACCORDING TO THE GRACE GIVEN TO US, LET EACH 
EXERCISE THEM ACCORDINGLY” (Rom. 12: 4-61. 
When you heard the Gospel of your salvation, 
you were quickened by the Holy Spirit and 
enabled to receive Christ as your all in all. 

(iiil And at that time, you were endowed with a 
spiritual gift for His service. 

(iil 

b. It was given to you to build up your brethren; it 
is for the good of the whole covenant community. 
(il As we saw earlier in Ephesians, the gifts are 

given to strengthen the whole body. 
( i i 1 ”BUT SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE, WE ARE TO 
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GROW UP IN ALL ASPECTS INTO HIM, WHO IS THE 
HEAD, EVEN CHRIST, FROM WHOM THE WHOLE BODY, 
BEING FITTED AND HELD TOGETHER BY THAT WHICH 
EVERY JOINT SUPPLIES, ACCORDING TO THE PROPER 
WORKING OF EACH INDIVIDUAL PART, CAUSES THE 
GROWTH OF THE BODY FOR THE BUILDING UP OF 
ITSELF IN LOVE’’ [Eph. 4: 15-16). 
And so each of you have been given a gift to 
minister for the common good. 

(iiil 

2. And God commands that you diligently minister that gift 
as a faithful minister of Christ. 
a. All of you are not ultimately serving one another, 

but Christ. 
(il You may not be inclined to lay down your life 

in service for your brethren here. 

weaknesses of your brothers and sisters. 
You must realize that whatever good thing you 
do for another, it is unto Christ that you 
perform it. 
Christ will say to the sheep of His flock on 
that great day, ”’COME, YOU WHO ARE BLESSED OF 
MY FATHER, INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR 
YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. FOR I 
WAS HUNGRY, AND YOU GAVE ME SOMETHING TO EAT; 
I WAS THIRSTY, AND YOU GAVE ME DRINK; I WAS A 
STRANGER, AND YOU INVITED ME IN; NAKED, AND 
YOU CLOTHED ME; I WAS SICK, AND YOU VISITED 
ME; I WAS IN PRISON, AND YOU CAME TO ME. ’ 
THEN THE RIGHTEOUS WILL ANSWER HIM, SAYING, 
’ LORD, WHEN DID WE SEE YOU HUNGRY, AND FEED 
YOU, OR THIRSTY, AND GIVE YOU DRINK? AND WHEN 
DID WE SEE YOU A STRANGER, AND INVITE YOU IN, 
OR NAKED, AND CLOTHE YOU? AND WHEN DID WE SEE 
YOU SICK, OR IN PRISON, AND COME TO YOU?’ AND 
THE KING WILL ANSWER AND SAY TO THEM, ’TRULY I 
SAY TO YOU, TO THE EXTENT THAT YOU DID IT TO 
ONE OF THESE BROTHERS OF MINE, EVEN THE LEAST 
OF THEM, YOU DID IT TO ME’ ” [Matt. 25: 34-40]. 
(a) You who do these things for Christ’s 

brethren, are doing it unto Him. 
(b) But what about those who don’t? 
(c 1 ”’ TRULY I SAY TO YOU, TO THE EXTENT THAT 

YOU DID NOT DO IT TO ONE OF THE LEAST OF 
THESE, YOU DID NOT DO IT TO ME. ’ AND 
THESE WILL GO AWAY INTO ETERNAL 
PUNISHMENT, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS INTO 
ETERNAL LIFE’’ [v. 45-46). 

(iil But you need to look beyond the faults and 

(iiil 

(iv) 

b. Every great saint of the church who has loved 
Christ has been faithful even unto death. 
(il Both David Livingston and George Whitefield 

died on their knees in prayer, seeking to 
further spend and be spent for their Lord. 

(iil Many saints such as Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, 
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and Tyndale ended their lives being martyred 
for their steadfastness in the work of the 
Lord. 

end, ”BE FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH, AND I WILL GIVE 
YOU THE CROWN OF LIFE’’ [Rev. 2: 10). 

(iiil All of you are commanded to be faithful to the 

c. But you must also realize that the strength to 
diligently minster your gift does not come from 
yourself, but from Christ. 
(il You must remember that Christ does not leave 

you helpless to labor in your own power. 
(iil He secured for you all that you need to 

continue on for His glory. 

(iiil Christ is your life, the source of your 
strength and your daily source of nourishment. 

the inner man. 

daily sustenance from Him, and He will give 
you the power to persevere and He will 
preserve you. 

(ivl You are continually sustained by His life in 

(vl Christ is all you need. And so you must seek 

d. And so you have both the command to persevere and 
the promise of gracious provision that enables you 
to do so. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

Are you being faithful to love your Lord by 
ministering to your brethren? 
When you are aware of a need in the church, 
such as serving food, cleaning the building, 
teaching the children in Sunday School, 
showing hospitality to visitors, serving on 
committees, or sharing Christ with 
unbelievers, do you volunteer your time and 
effort? 
Or do you feel as though you have put in your 
time, I’ve done enough, no one has thanked me 
lately for all my effort, so let someone else 
do it? 
Listen to Jesus’ words again, ”’TRULY I SAY TO 
YOU, TO THE EXTENT THAT YOU DID NOT DO IT TO 
ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE, YOU DID NOT DO IT 
TO ME.’ 
Christ calls you to remain faithful to the end. 

B. And You Will be Honored By the Lord in Relation to How 
Faithfully You Persevere in Using Your Time and Talents for 
His Glory. 
1.  God will only hold you accountable for the gifts which 

you possess. 
a. He does not call you to do the work of an apostle 

Paul with the gifts of a Tychicus or a Trophimus. 
b. Rather, He only expects you to be faithful with the 

things entrusted to your care. 
(il In the parable of the talents, each of the 
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(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

(vi 1 

(viil 

Lord’s servants was entrusted with so much in 
accord with his abilities. 
Those who faithfully put those things to use, 
made a profit for their Master. 
And on the day their Lord returned, they were 
generously rewarded. 
The wicked slave did not lose all because he 
was handed too much and didn’t know what to do 
with it. 
Rather, it was because in the wickedness of 
his heart, he did not desire to profit his 
Master with his best effort, but became a 
lazy and unprofitable servant. 
Don’t let your heart become callous in your 
service to Christ! 
Serve the Lord with gladness and joy, out of a 
heart of thanksgiving. 

2. And as you persevere in the exercise of your gifts for 
the Lord’s glory, He will richly reward you now and on 
that day. 
a. As we saw with Tychicus, if you are faithful in the 

small things, the Lord will honor you with more 
fruitful service for His glory. 
(il Christ said, ”HE WHO IS FAITHFUL IN A VERY 

LITTLE THING IS FAITHFUL ALSO IN MUCH; AND HE 
WHO IS UNRIGHTEOUS IN A VERY LITTLE THING IS 
UNRIGHTEOUS ALSO IN MUCH” [Luke 16: 10). 

(iil If you are faithful with the small tasks that 
He gives you to perform, He will entrust more 
service to you. 

(iiil If you are faithful as a deacon, and the Lord 
has given you the requisite gifts for 
eldership, He will entrust you with a greater 
off ice. 

b. And if you exercise these stewardships faithfully 
for the Lord’s glory throughout your life, He will 
give you a full reward on the great day. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

You must persevere if you are to reap a full 
harvest ”AND LET US NOT LOSE HEART IN DOING 
GOOD, FOR IN DUE TIME WE SHALL REAP IF WE DO 
NOT GROW WEARY” [Gal. 6:9l. 
Do not rest in the works of the past, but move 
forward to what the Lord would do through you 
today, ”NOT THAT I HAVE ALREADY OBTAINED IT, 
OR HAVE ALREADY BECOME PERFECT, BUT I PRESS ON 
IN ORDER THAT I MAY LAY HOLD OF THAT FOR WHICH 
ALSO I WAS LAID HOLD OF BY CHRIST JESUS. 
BRETHREN, I DO NOT REGARD MYSELF AS HAVING 
LAID HOLD OF IT YET; BUT ONE THING I DO: 
FORGETTING WHAT LIES BEHIND AND REACHING 
FORWARD TO WHAT LIES AHEAD, I PRESS ON TOWARD 
THE GOAL FOR THE PRIZE OF THE UPWARD CALL OF 
GOD IN CHRIST JESUS” [Phil 3: 12-14]. 
Use faithfully the talents that the Lord has 
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entrusted to you and He will graciously reward 
you. Amen! 


