
“The Ministry of Reconciliation” 
(James 5:19-20) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We saw this morning that spiritual declension is not only possible, but it is real.   
a.  It’s something we all must face in the Christian life.   
b.  Living for Christ is in many ways like an uphill climb.   

(i)  There is the zeal, warmth and affection we feel that compels us forward.   
(ii)  But there is also corruption in our hearts that hold us back.   
(iii)  There is an ongoing struggle in our souls to do what we want to do.   
(iv)  Sometimes it gets the best of us, and we fall for a time.   
(v)  Sometimes the fall isn’t complete, but it holds us back, cools us down, 

keeps us from moving in the direction the Lord wants us to go.   
 
2.  The most dangerous part about it is that often we don’t notice it happening.   

a.  It happens by degrees.   
(i)  Any variation in our beliefs, and consequently in our lives, can make a 

big difference in where we end up.   
(ii)  One degree difference in course may not seem like much, but it can make 

a huge difference in the end if our journey is long.   
(iii)  An airplane that sets out from Los Angeles to Hawaii, if it varies by one 

degree will be far enough off course to miss its destination.   
 

b.  The only safe course is to live by the light of Scripture.   
(i)  To vary from any of its truths will move us off the path.   
(ii)  Sometimes we vary to make room for some sinful practice.   
(iii)  At other times, we tighten things up beyond Scripture because we want 

to exclude something that doesn’t appeal to us.   
(iv)  But any departure from the truth will get us off course.   
(v)  And let’s not forget that we are particularly liable to this when our love 

and affection for God and His Son grow cold.   
 

c.  Let the possible results keep you in bounds:  death.   
(i)  Physical death for the believer – if he doesn’t turn back, the Lord may 

chasten him to that point.   
(ii)  Eternal death for the unbeliever.   
(iii)  These things are a reality that we must face in our own lives and guard 

ourselves against by continuing to press forward in the Christian race.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  But what about our responsibility towards one another?   

a.  As 21st Century Americans, we are very independent.   
b.  But as Christians, we shouldn’t be.   
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(i)  We are members of one body:  the body of Christ.   
(ii)  As members of one body, we have a mutual responsibility:  to care for 

and watch over one another.   
(a)  A single Christian on his own doesn’t have anyone to help him to 

avoid falling or to help him up when he falls.   
(b)  But one who is part of a local fellowship of believers does.   
(c)  Solomon writes, “Two are better than one because they have a good 

return for their labor.  For if either of them falls, the one will lift up his 
companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to 
lift him up” (Ecc. 4:9-10).   

(d)  This is one of the advantages of marriage:  there are two who may 
help each other.   

(e)  This is the advantage of family:  the family members may help each 
other.   

(f)  This is the advantage of the local church:  there are brethren to help us.   
 

2.  This evening, James addresses our responsibility towards one another, and tells 
us:   
a.  What we are to do when we see a brother or sister stray.   
b.  What will happen if we are successful.   
c.  And what will happen if we fail.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is our responsibility towards one another when we stray from the truth?   
1.  We must attempt to turn them back:  “My brethren, if any among you strays 

from the truth and one turns him back” (v. 19).   
a.  We are the means to bring God’s sheep back home:   

(i)  The world can sometimes be one of the means:   
(a)  Sometimes the Lord allows us to get a good dose of the world.   
(b)  It tends to take away our taste for it.   
 

(ii)  But typically, the Lord uses His people:   
(a)  Not the angels, necessarily.   
(b)  But His people, our brothers and sisters, members of the same body.   
(c)  After all, if Christians won’t care for one another, who will?   

 
b.  How are we to do this?  There are several ways:   

(i)  Certainly, we should pray for them.   
(a)  Unceasingly, until they repent.   
(b)  This is a spiritual battle against the flesh, against Satan.   
(c)  But prayer generally isn’t enough.   
 

(ii)  We need to use the sword of the Spirit – the Word of God:   
(a)  We need to remind them of the standard:  they have fallen from grace, 

they have sinned against God.   
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(b)  We need to remind them in a gentle way:  “Brethren, even if anyone is 
caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a 
spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will 
not be tempted” (Gal. 6:1).  No one likes to be confronted in a 
condemnatory way.   

(c)  And we need genuinely to urge them to repent.   
(d)  The Word, coupled with love from a sanctified heart, with prayer for 

the Spirit’s work:  what more can be done?   
 

2.  Is it possible to turn them back?   
a.  Many times it is.   

(i)  This person was among them – “if any among you” – which means that 
they were in the church, the assembly of the saints.   

(ii)  If they are an erring brother, most likely, they will eventually return:   
(a)  Hopefully to the same fold.   
(b)  Sometimes to another.   
(c)  If they genuinely return, it doesn’t matter.   
(d)  Only if they have sinned against their original church or members of 

it, they need to repent and ask their forgiveness.   
(e)  As I mentioned earlier, they might not repent and the Lord might take 

them out of the world – this is part of James’ warning.   
 

(iii)  We need to remember that not everyone who falls into sin or away from 
the Lord for a time has committed the unpardonable sin.   

 
b.  But sometimes it isn’t possible to turn them back.   

(i)  A person might be among us, but not really a part of us:   
(a)  John writes, “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; 

for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they 
went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us” (1 John 
2:19).   

(b)  Their going out from the church is sometimes the evidence that they 
are not converted and perhaps not elect.   

(c)  They may simply be showing their true nature.   
 
(ii)  They might not be committing the unpardonable sin, except that to 

continue to deny the Lord is unpardonable.   
(a)  The unforgivable sin is to blaspheme the Holy Spirit.   
(b)  It is to be so hard of heart as to attribute the works of the Holy Spirit 

to the devil.   
(c)  There is a state of hardness a man can fall into where there is no 

return.   
(d)  If you’re concerned that you have ever committed it, remember:  a 

person in this condition doesn’t care whether he has committed it or 
not.  If you’re concerned, you haven’t.   
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(e)  But even if they haven’t, it’s still possible for them to perish, if they 
don’t repent.   

 
(iii)  But again, we are the primary means to reclaim our brothers, and we are 

the primary means to bring the lost savingly to Christ.   
 
B.  Second, what will happen if we are successful in turning them back to the truth?   

1.  First, we will save them from death.  
a.  If a believer, then from physical death.   
b.  If an unbeliever, then from eternal death, as we’ve seen.   

 
2.  Second, we will cover a multitude of sins.   

a.  Obviously, we don’t cover their sins, Christ’s atoning death does.   
b.  If the person is a believer, then by turning them back, we will make it clear 

that their sins are covered/forgiven by Christ.   
c.  If they are an unbeliever, then by bringing them to the fountain of cleansing, 

we will help them to find forgiveness and cleansing for their mountain of sin.   
(i)  This is something we must remember when it comes to Evangelism.   
(ii)  There is not only the command to bring the Gospel to everyone.   
(iii)  There is the result:  a soul saved, sins forgiven, Christ glorified.   
(iv)  Yes, it’s hard, it’s uncomfortable, it’s inconvenient.   
(v)  But unbelievers risk their lives to save the bodies of people they don’t 

even know.   
(vi)  How much more should we risk what’s necessary to save the souls of 

those for whom Christ died.   
 

d.  One other note:  notice that James says their sins are covered.   
(i)  When a person turns from their sins – whether believer or unbeliever – 

and they must turn if they are to experience this – their sins are covered 
over.   

(ii)  These sins will not be brought against them on the Day of Judgment.   
(iii)  Our Lord tells us that He removes them as far as the east is from the 

west and remembers them no more (Ps. 103:12; Jer. 31:34).   
(iv)  If you want to be certain of what will happen to you on that day – turn 

from your sins, repent of them all, trust in and follow Christ, and He will 
present you blameless on that day (Jude 1:24).   

 
C.  Finally, what will happen if we fail to turn them back.   

1.  If we fail, they will perish.   
a.  The believer may die.   
b.  If the person wasn’t a believer, and he goes the way of the world for the rest 

of his life, he will perish in hell forever.   
(i)  Words cannot describe the misery these will endure.   
(ii)  And it will continue for all eternity.   
(iii)  Isn’t this another reason to try and save them?   
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2.  How long should we try to save them?   
a.  This is always a difficult question:  but we should try as long as we have 

opportunity.   
b.  But we mustn’t forget:  there are many out there – even in our nation with 

many churches – who are perishing for lack of knowledge.   
c.  We can’t spend our lives trying to save one or a few persons.   
d.  Jesus told His disciples when they weren’t received in one town or city to 

wipe the dust off their feet and move on (Luke 10:10-11).   
e.  If one doesn’t receive you, that doesn’t mean no one will.   
f.  Even the one who rejects you might still be saved.   

 
3.  Realizing that we are God’s ordained means to the salvation of others, let’s set 

our hearts to do what we can.   
a.  We can’t turn everyone back, but perhaps we can a few.   
b.  We can’t evangelize the whole world, but we can those around us.   
c.  Let’s do what we can, what God gives us to do.   
d.  If we all do what we can, God’s work will be done.   
e.  Let’s renew our resolve to be agents of reconciliation.   
f.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of 

God” (Matt. 5:19).  Amen.   


