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 Reference: REV 2:1-7 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 01/21/00 

Letter to Ephesus 
 
Purpose: to show that intolerance of wickedness and hatred of evil practices is 
right in the church.  To call the church back to deeds done in first love, not to 
deeds done from formalistic duty. 

1. Introduction 
Begin a series on the letters to the 7 churches 
John on Patmos – in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day 
Glorious vision of Christ  
Includes Him holding 7 stars (1:16) and walking among the 7 
lampstands (1:12-13) 
Explained to him in 1:20 
Angels of the churches generally taken to be their ministers 
Angel means messenger – ministers give God’s message to church 
Churches are lampstands – shine in a dark place, giving light 
Christ walks among them – intimate interest and connection 
Begins each letter with “I know… ..” 
Seven churches are mentioned – geographical ordering 
Many have speculated – different phases in a church 
Others think they applied to those churches but no others 
But they are all relevant to every church 
7 is perfect number – all churches 
Note the ending of each letter to each church 
What the Spirit says to the churches 
All churches in all ages are the recipients of all these letters 
They all deal with situations churches can and do experience 
Jesus Christ has written a letter to Grace Church! 
The King of Kings has written to us!  Listen 
Rev 2:1-7 "These are the words of Him"  hear what the Spirit says 
to the CHURCHES" vs 7 
We ought to listen very carefully to it 

He only writes if He has something important to say 
 
What did Jesus want to tell the Ephesian church, therefore us? 
Note the letter is addressed to the leaders – answerable to Him 

2. You are doing a lot of things vs 2-3 
The Lord knows this church - He cares. 
He knows everything but highlights some things 

2.1. You are working hard 
There were deeds 
There was hard work 

2.2. You are persevering  
Site of one of 7 wonders of the world - temple of Diana 
Riot in Acts 19 - Ephesians were jealous for their god 
Much idolatry - persecution 

1 Corinthians 16:8-9 But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a 
great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who 
oppose me. 

They endured hardship for the name 
Their perseverance is mentioned twice 
Kept on doing their deeds in hard times 
They didn't grow weary 
Didn't give up 
Could Christ write the same way to us? 

2.3. You are concerned to be pure in life and teaching 
Did not tolerate wicked men 
Identified false apostles - knew God's Word 
Hated practices of Nicolaitans –  
sexual sin, idolatry (probably related to Balaam- Rev 2:14-15) 
This was a doctrinally sound church 
Note that their intolerance and hatred were right! 
Tolerance and acceptance are in vogue today 
Are we tolerant here?  Would Christ commend us like this? 
Exorcise the spirit of the age! 
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2.4. What an outstanding church this seems! 
Outwardly, Ephesus should be shining example to us 
You would have it high on the list of churches to join! 
They were doing a lot of things that were right 
But the Lord doesn't look on the outward things 
Neither should we 
There are churches just like this today 
Sound in teaching, doing many things 
But the Lord is not pleased with them 

3. You have forsaken the most important thing vs 4 
Because He cares, He tells them of their problem: 
You have left, or forsaken, your first love 
This is agape love - deep, faithful, loyal, determined love 
Not just a warm feeling, but a whole approach in life 
Not lost it, but left, forsaken it.  It was no accident 
Church 40 years old when letter written 
2nd generation believers 
They had moved or been led away from ardent love and zeal 
Their love was actually in decline, not growing as it should 
Their love had not completely gone, but had cooled 

Matthew 24:12-13 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most 
will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. (NIV) 

They had embraced a cold formalism 
Going through the motions 

Isaiah 29:13     The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their 
mouth and honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their 
worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men. (NIV) 

Their deeds were lacking love as a motive - just duty 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3     If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have 
the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I 
give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have 
not love, I gain nothing. (NIV) 

For example - how did you come here this morning? 
Full of love, longing to meet the Lord & His people? 
Anxious to enter fully into the worship, hear His word? 
Bed early last night so you would be at your best for this service? 

OR, did you come because it's Sunday and you always come? 
The deed outwardly the same, quality very different to the God 
Same with all our Christian lives - Bibles, prayer, witnessing 
Ephesians' deeds & activity possibly a symptom of their problem 
NOTE “I know your deeds - do the things you did at first!” 
We can so easily cover up lack of spirituality with activity 
as a church or individuals - DO THINGS 
Is this you?  Is this us?  Any alarm bells ringing in your heart? 
Particular problem for reformed churches – cold orthodoxy 
The very truths which should fire our hearts with love & zeal 
Can make us cold, clinical, analytical 
Make all our deeds of lesser values in Christ’s sight. 
The question is not what we will do in 2000 – it is HOW 
How will we come to prayer meetings, services,  Harvest etc. 
Beware sound dutiful, hard working, persevering, COLD 
Christianity! 

4. Remember and repent, or else vs 5 
How are the Ephesians counselled? 

4.1. Remember the height you have fallen from 
Remembrance is the key to the way back - what were Ephesians 
like? 

4.1.1. What did they do when they had their first love? 
Made costly sacrifices 

Burned scrolls  
Acts 19:19 A number who had practised sorcery brought their scrolls 
together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the 
scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 

No sacrifice too great for the Lord who had saved them - $8000 
Caused riots - left the world and its gods 
costly, zealous deeds, fired by love 
What were you like?  Can you remember? 

4.1.1.1. Spent time learning 
2 years – Paul taught every day in a lecture hall 
The disciples were there – just like Acts 2:42 
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remember those prayer times?  Early morning? 
remember how precious & thrilling the Bible was? 
How is it with you now? 

4.1.1.2. Loved each other deeply 
Ephesians 1:15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord 
Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints, 

This is a mark of loving Christ 
The more we love Him, the more we love His children 
How about you? 

4.1.1.3. Talk to others - anyone! 
Gossiped the Gospel – Amazing things done 
Seven sons of Sceva 

Acts 19:17-18 This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in 
Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was 
being magnified.  18 Many also of those who had believed kept coming, 
confessing and disclosing their practices. 

Couldn’t stop talking about what they had seen and heard 
How about you? 

4.2. Repent and do the things you did at first 
Jesus said to the Ephesians -  
When you have remembered how you used to love me, 
How you used to serve me 
Do the things you did at first! 
Has your love for Jesus grown cold? 
Will you repent? 
Get back to deeds done in zeal, warm & radiant love? 
We can so easily excuse our coldness - be satisfied 
Condemn emotionalism but emotions?, despise zeal - fanatical 
If we can't be fanatical about Jesus, something is very wrong! 
Let's help each other!  That's why we're a fellowship! 

Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
towards love and good deeds. (NIV) 

4.3. Or else 
Or you will no longer bear the light for me 
Jesus will take away the true church 
There may be a building 
There may be people meeting in it on a Sunday 

But it won't be a church; There won't be light 
And there is no church at Ephesus now 
We need to take this warning seriously 

5. Conclusions 
It is right to work hard 
It is right to be a pure church 
Right to discern Truth from Error 
To be intolerant of heresy and wickedness 
It is right to persevere and not grow weary. 
BUT we must be in love with Jesus! 
We are commanded to do all these things out of deep love for Him 
He doesn’t want cold formalism 
Proverbs 23:26 Give me your heart, my son, And let your eyes delight in my ways. 

Examine our hearts – are we growing in love for Him or not? 
Let's fall in love with Him again!  OR FOR THE FIRST TIME! 
Note His promise to us in closing -  
The one who overcomes sin will eat from the tree of life in Paradise 
All the blessings lost in Eden wil be restored and more 
This is a symbol of Jesus - the author of life 
The overcomer will be with Christ in the glory 
In Him the sons of Adam boast more blessings than their father lost 
Look forward 

Ephesians 6:24 Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying 
love. (NIV) 

Tonight look at a passage to stir us up to love God more 
Look at His love for us 
After all, we only love because He first loved us! 


