
“The Lord Will Raise Up a Prophet” 
(Deuteronomy 18:15-19) 

 
 
 

The book of Deuteronomy was written by Moses and given to the people of Israel 
just before they entered into the Land of Promise.  The word Deuteronomy means 
“second law,” and the book was called that not because it was a “second law,” but 
because it was the second time the Law was given to that nation.  It needed to be repeated 
and then written down because by that time the first generation who had heard it had all 
died out.  They were the ones who had been unfaithful at the border of the land, who 
didn’t believe the report of Joshua and Caleb, but listened to the ten who didn’t believe.  
Because of this, they were sentenced to wander in the wilderness until they all died – 
except for Joshua and Caleb – now it was now time for their children to enter.  But before 
they did, they needed to be reminded what the Lord’s commandments were, so that they 
might obey them and experience His blessings.   

Our passage deals more specifically with the context of mediums and spiritists, 
those the people of the land would go to in order to get counsel and direction for their 
lives.  The Lord plainly tells them that this isn’t what they are to do.  Rather they are to 
seek God’s wisdom.  But Moses – the spokesman of God – was about to die.  The Lord 
wasn’t going to let him into the land because he didn’t obey Him when He told him to 
speak to the rock.  Moses had struck the rock and misrepresented God.  The Lord still 
gave water to His people, but He told Moses that he wouldn’t be allowed to enter the land 
because of this.  So where would the people go now to find direction for their lives?  
They would have the Aaronic priests and the Levites to teach them the Law of Moses.  
But what about when they stepped out of line, when they became cold towards God, 
when they fell into sin?  Who would be there to warn them and bring them back?  Who 
would be there to counsel them when God brought His discipline?  Moses here gives 
them the answer, and in doing so gives them the promise of the coming One who would 
bring them the greatest revelation of God’s will, the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Last week we saw how this great King the Lord would raise up to reign over the 
world on the throne of David would also be a light to the Gentile nations.  This evening 
we’re going to look at an even clearer prophecy that tells us something about Christ’s 
prophetic office.   

First of all, what was the Lord going to do about this problem?  The people 
couldn’t go to the mediums and spiritists of the land who would only lead them away 
from God.  They would need godly counsel.  Where were they going to find it?  The 
answer was that the Lord was going to raise up a prophet like Moses.  Now in order to 
understand this, we need to look down at the next verse.  What was the role Moses played 
and why did the Lord need to raise up someone else like him?  We read in verse 16, “This 
is according to all that you asked of the Lord your God in Horeb on the day of the 
assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, let me not see 
this great fire anymore, lest I die.’  And the Lord said to me, ‘They have spoken well.’”  
Moses told them more about this earlier in the book, when he told them what happened 
when the Lord originally gave the Law to their parents.  He said in chapter 5:23-33, “And 
when you heard the voice from the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was 
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burning with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes and your elders.  You 
said, ‘Behold, the Lord our God has shown us His glory and His greatness, and we have 
heard His voice from the midst of the fire; we have seen today that God speaks with man, 
yet he lives.  Now then why should we die?  For this great fire will consume us; if we 
hear the voice of the Lord our God any longer, then we will die.  For who is there of all 
flesh who has heard the voice of the living God speaking from the midst of the fire, as we 
have, and lived?  Go near and hear all that the Lord our God says; then speak to us all 
that the Lord our God speaks to you, and we will hear and do it.’  The Lord heard the 
voice of your words when you spoke to me, and the Lord said to me, ‘I have heard the 
voice of the words of this people which they have spoken to you.  They have done well in 
all that they have spoken.  Oh that they had such a heart in them, that they would fear Me 
and keep all My commandments always, that it may be well with them and with their 
sons forever!  Go, say to them, “Return to your tents.”  But as for you, stand here by Me, 
that I may speak to you all the commandments and the statutes and the judgments which 
you shall teach them, that they may observe them in the land which I give them to 
possess.’  So you shall observe to do just as the Lord your God has commanded you; you 
shall not turn aside to the right or to the left.  You shall walk in all the way which the 
Lord your God has commanded you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, 
and that you may prolong your days in the land which you will possess.”  The people 
didn’t want to hear God directly.  It was just too frightening.  And so they asked Moses to 
go and receive God’s word and then bring it to them.  God agreed and appointed Moses 
as His spokesman.  But now that Moses was going the way of all the earth, someone else 
needed to fill his place.  After all, God’s revelation was not yet complete.  There were 
things the people of God needed to know besides what had been revealed.  And they 
needed someone to keep them in line when they stepped out of God’s will.  To help them 
with this, the Lord established here the office of prophet.  He would bring them God’s 
Word.  He would admonish them when they started going astray.  In legal terms, he 
would be God’s lawyer who would prosecute His lawsuit when they broke the covenant, 
the contract they had with God.  And this is what He did, giving them an unbroken line of 
prophets until the closing of the Old Testament canon, only to break that four hundred 
years of silence with the heralding of His Son by John the Baptist.   

But where was this prophet going to come from?  The Lord answered that as well.  
He says, “From your countrymen” (v. 15).  This prophet obviously couldn’t be from 
outside the covenant community, although there was one exception to this in Balaam.  
However, Balaam turned out to be a wicked man, and the Lord destroyed him.  This 
wasn’t the Lord’s usual way of doing things.  We need to be careful that we don’t make 
God’s exceptions our rules or we can run into trouble.  Instead, we should make His clear 
rules our rules, for then we will know how to live.  These prophets would come from the 
household of faith, from the people of Israel, in order to lead Israel in the ways of the 
Lord.   

But lastly, how should they respond to these prophets?  The answer is, they 
should listen to them.  The NASB translates this, “You shall listen to him.”  We are not to 
understand this as though it was certain that they would.  The history of Israel shows us 
that they rarely listened to the prophets.  More often than not, they persecuted them.  
Stephen said to the Sanhedrin, “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.  
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Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?  And they killed those who had 
previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers 
you have now become” (Acts 7:51-52).  They even persecuted and killed the greatest 
prophet of them all, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Moses didn’t mean that they necessarily 
would listen to him, but that they should listen to him.  The Lord was going to raise up a 
prophet like Moses, who would bring them God’s Word.  When he came, they were to 
pay close attention to what he said.  After all, the Lord would put His Words in their 
mouths.  He would commission them with the words to speak (v. 18).  To refuse to listen 
to him would be the same as refusing to listen to God.   

But how could they know whether or not the prophet came from God, so that they 
knew they had to listen to him?  The Lord gave them some guidelines.  First, He gave 
them a warning, so that no one He called to this office would be tempted to say what he 
wanted to say, as well as warning those who would come in the name of other gods.  He 
said, “But the prophet who shall speak a word presumptuously in My name which I have 
not commanded him to speak, or which he shall speak in the name of other gods, that 
prophet shall die” (v. 20).  But how could they know whether or not the prophet was 
speaking presumptuously on his own authority, rather than God’s?  The Lord said, 
“When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or 
come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken.  The prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him” (v. 22).  When the prophet came to them 
to enforce what the Lord had already told them, they needed to obey based on the fact 
that they already knew it was God’s Word.  But when he came with new revelation, they 
would need to pay attention to the sign that the Lord gave – which He usually would 
when He was giving new revelation.  If that sign came to pass, they should receive and 
obey the new revelation.  But if not, they should not be afraid of the prophet, but put him 
to death as the Law of Moses required.   

But what if they refused to listen to the prophet who came in the name of the Lord 
with His Word, and the signs he gave came true?  The Lord said, “And it shall come 
about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I 
Myself will require it of him” (v. 19).  In other words, if they didn’t have a good reason 
for refusing to listen to this prophet – and God told them what the good reasons were – 
they would have to face God.  There were times when they obeyed, and when they did, 
God blessed them and they prospered.  But again, more often than not they didn’t obey.  
They didn’t listen to God.  And God required it of them.  Time and time again He 
brought judgment on them, until finally He carried them out of the land into exile.  The 
people wouldn’t listen, and so they had to pay the price.   

But the Lord was still gracious to them – not because they deserved it, but 
because He had made Abraham a promise.  He raised up prophets in the captivity to show 
them where they went wrong, to call them to repentance, and to prepare them to go back 
into the land.  He finally brought them back into the land after seventy years.  He restored 
their Temple and their worship.  After four hundred more years, He raised up another 
prophet to prepare them for the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant:  John the Baptist.  
And then He raised up the greatest prophet of all, the One whom Moses promised, the 
One that all the rest pointed to, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus was the fulfillment of that 
prophecy of Moses.  He was the prophet, the One like Moses, the One who came from 
the covenant community of Israel.  He would be the One who would establish the New 
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Covenant, even as the Lord had used Moses to establish the Old Covenant.  God put His 
Word in His mouth (John 7:16), and He went everywhere proclaiming that message.  His 
signs came true, so that the people of God were bound to listen to Him.  The five 
thousand recognized Him after He fed them with the five barley loaves and two fish.  
John writes, “When therefore the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, 
‘This is of a truth the Prophet who is to come into the world’” (6:14).  He was the light of 
God’s truth shining in the darkness.  Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world; he who 
follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life” (John 8:12).  
But what about those who didn’t listen to Him?  The warning still held true.  They would 
eventually be destroyed.  Listen to the message Peter preached at Herod’s Temple, after 
the Lord healed the lame man through Peter and John.  After he explains that they didn’t 
heal the man, but Jesus did, the same Jesus they disowned and wanted crucified, he says, 
“And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also.  But 
the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His 
Christ should suffer, He has thus fulfilled.  Repent therefore and return, that your sins 
may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must 
receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth 
of His holy prophets from ancient time.  Moses said, ‘The Lord God shall raise up for 
you a prophet like me from your brethren; to Him you shall give heed in everything He 
says to you.  And it shall be that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly 
destroyed from among the people.’  And likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, 
from Samuel and his successors onward, also announced these days.  It is you who are 
the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, saying 
to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’  For you 
first, God raised up His Servant, and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you 
from your wicked ways” (Acts 3:17-26).  Some of the Jews responded in faith and found 
forgiveness in Christ.  But others didn’t and had to face the consequences of their sins – 
the attack by Rome in A. D. 70.   

Christ was the greatest of the prophets.  He is the One that all the prophets were 
pointing to.  It is His Word that we are to listen to.  If we will listen to it and submit to it 
– turning from our sins and trusting in Him – we will be blessed – the Lord will forgive 
all our sins, adopt us into His family and give us a place in heaven.  But for those who 
won’t listen, they will eventually be destroyed.  Can you think of a better reason for 
evangelism than this?  It’s true that those who hear the words of Christ and turn away 
from them will suffer more for it than if they hadn’t heard.  But Christ has told us to get 
the message out to everyone.  And we know that it’s the only way that anyone will 
ultimately be saved.  And so let’s be encouraged by this to listen to the words of Jesus for 
our salvation, for our marching orders to the lost, and for the sake of those who haven’t 
yet heard.  Jesus is the light of the world.  It’s only by shining His light to others that they 
will be saved.  Amen.   


