
“The Lord’s Will Be Done” 
(Acts 21:1-14)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.  Last week, we saw some important principles that will help us not 

only to make sense of what we see this morning, but which show us how to do 
what this text calls us to do.   
1.  First, that we are called to be servants of Christ.   

a.  Our tendency, even as Christians, is still to run our own lives.   
b.  But Jesus called us to lay those lives down when we picked up our crosses to 

follow Him.   
c.  Once picking these crosses up, we are not to lay them down at our 

convenience and take up our lives again:  we have laid them down in service 
to Him.   

d.  And of course, we didn’t do this by our own strength, but by the power of the 
Spirit of God:  He is the One who made us willing and able to embrace Jesus 
and follow Him.   

 
2.  Second, we are to be serving Christ with all our being and resources.   

a.  We considered that we often want to be on the receiving end rather than on 
the giving end in God’s kingdom.   

b.  But Christ calls us to serve, and that for at least three reasons:   
(i)  When we become servants to others, it shows ourselves and others the 

sincerity of our profession:  that we are more than Christians in name only.   
(ii)  It also shows others the truth of the Gospel:  by this all men will know 

that you are My disciples:  by your love for one another (John 13:35) – 
When our lives exhibit a love that goes beyond what is generally seen in 
the world, it proves the existence of Jesus Christ and His ability to change 
men’s lives.   

 
3.  The third reason we are to serve is also our third point, that when we humble 

ourselves to become servants, the Lord blesses us.   
a.  Jesus tells us, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”   
b.  Paul, whose needs far outweighed that of those he ministered to, laid his 

needs aside and served them.   
c.  As a result, he was strengthened and God’s people were strengthened to 

minister to him.   
d.  When we serve, the Lord ministers to us, whether through His Spirit giving 

us comfort and strength, or through His people as they minister to our needs.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This morning, we see Paul continue to progress towards Jerusalem.   

a.  Luke, who was then traveling with Paul, gives us a very detailed travel 
itinerary.   
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(i)  Paul travels from Miletus – where he exhorted the Ephesian elders – to 
Tyre in Syria (vv. 1-4).   
(a)  He basically travels from port to port off Asia minor – from Miletus to 

Cos, to Rhodes and then to Patara.   
(b)  From there they make a longer voyage from Patara toward Phoenicia, 

a strip of land on the coast of Syria.   
(c)  They pass by Cyprus where Paul evangelized on his first missionary 

journey, landing in Tyre in Syria.   
(d)  There they stayed with the disciples seven days.   
 

(ii)  From Tyre, they went Ptolemais, which is further down the coast in the 
region of Galilee.  There they greeted the brethren and stayed a day (vv. 6-
7).   

(iii)  And from Ptolemais, they sailed to Caesarea, 70 miles northwest of 
Jerusalem, and stayed with Philip for some days (vv. 8, 10).   

 
b.  However, it’s not his itinerary we want to focus on, but his resolve.   

(i)  Several times in the course of his journey, the believers warn him not to 
set foot in Jerusalem.   

(ii)  But Paul is determined to serve the Lord and His people even if it means 
he must die.   

(iii)  Though the believers oppose this to begin with, they eventually relent 
and accept that this is the Lord’s will.   

(iv)  Really, neither Paul nor the believers could do this unless they were 
resolved to do one thing:  serve the Lord.   

 
2.  In light of this, we’ll look at two things this morning:   

a.  First, sometimes we may have a hard time submitting to God’s plan.   
b.  But second, we must submit to it knowing it is the only right and safe path.   
c.  And of course, being servants of Christ, we will submit to it.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, sometimes we have a hard time submitting to God’s plan.   
1.  We see this in the disciples’ response to the fact that Paul will be arrested in 

Jerusalem.   
a.  When they arrived in Tyre, they found where they disciples were and stayed 

with them for seven days.   
(i)  During this time they kept telling Paul “not to set foot in Jerusalem” (v. 

4).   
(ii)  They did this “by the Spirit,” which means that the Spirit of God 

revealed this to them through prophecy.   
(iii)  We shouldn’t understand this to mean that the Spirit of God was telling 

Paul not to go to Jerusalem, but that He was revealing to them what would 
happen to Paul there.   

(iv)  The disciples were the ones who didn’t want him to go, because of their 
love for him.   



3 

(v)  We see this exhibited in verse 5, where they all, with their wives and 
children, escorted Paul and his companions out of the city (v. 5).   

(vi)  And we see Paul’s love for them, as well as the disciples’ love for him, 
when they all kneel down and pray before saying farewell (v. 5).   

(vii)  The point is, they knew what the Lord had planned for Paul and didn’t 
want this to happen.  

 
b.  We see this again when they arrive at Caesarea and stay with Philip for a 

while (vv. 8-9).   
(i)  This Philip was one of the seven originally chosen to minister to the 

Hellenistic widows (Acts 6), the one who came to Samaria and preached 
the Gospel, who was directed by the angel to preach to the Ethiopian 
eunuch, and who continued from there preaching the Gospel from Azotus 
to Caesarea (Acts 8).  Apparently, Philip settled down there, married and 
had four daughters, whom the Lord gifted as prophetesses.   

(ii)  While they were staying there, Agabus – the one who earlier had come to 
Antioch from Jerusalem and had predicted through the Spirit the famine 
that was coming (Acts 11:27-28) – came down from Judea (probably 
Jerusalem) and prophesied again.   

(iii)  He took Paul’s belt and bound his feet and hands – as prophets often 
used different objects to help them communicate God’s truth – to show 
that the Jews would bind Paul in Jerusalem and hand him over to the 
Gentiles (vv. 10-11).   

(iv)  But again, what is their reaction?   
(a)  Luke, the rest of Paul’s companions, as well as the local residents, all 

began begging him not to go up to Jerusalem (v. 12).   
(b)  Luke had already seen Paul’s resolve earlier – to go to Jerusalem, 

even if it meant his death – yet he still tried to dissuade him.   
(c)  This shows two things:   

(1)  Their great love for Paul.   
(2)  And yet their own weakness – they knew it was God’s will, but 

they had a hard time letting go.   
 
2.  Just because we know something to be God’s will doesn’t necessarily make it an 

easy thing to submit to.   
a.  We’ll always be fighting our sin nature that has certain things it doesn’t want 

to give up:  comfort, protection, those we love.   
b.  At times like this, what should we do?  We simply need to submit.   

(i)  There are many things outside of our control.   
(ii)  There are many things we don’t want to go through, because we don’t 

like pain, suffering and difficulty – even as these disciples didn’t want to 
experience these things by losing Paul:  he was a bulwark for them.   

(iii)  But we need to, if the Lord has ordained them:  we must go through 
them.   

(iv)  Basically, we have two simple choices:   
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(a)  We can either resist, pretend that what’s happening is not the Lord’s 
will, or that He really doesn’t want us to go through what it appears we 
must.   

(b)  Or we can submit to what He is doing.   
(c)  The godly response is the latter.  

 
B.  And this brings us to our second point:  even though we may have a hard time 

submitting to God’s plan, we must, believing that it is the only right and safe path.   
1.  We see first that Paul was fully resolved to go to Jerusalem, even though it 

might cost him his life.   
a.  This was evident from the fact that he continued to press forward to 

Jerusalem, knowing what would happen.   
b.  It was also evident in what he said.   

(i)  “Then Paul answered, ‘What are you doing, weeping and breaking my 
heart?  For I am ready not only to be bound, but even to die at Jerusalem 
for the name of the Lord Jesus’” (v. 13).   

(ii)  He knew the cost, he saw the tears and concern, but he was not 
dissuaded.   

(iii)  Serving the Lord is what he lived for, and if he had to die in the Lord’s 
service, he was willing to do that as well.   

 
2.  By God’s grace the church also submitted to the Lord’s will.   

a.  “And since he would not be persuaded, we fell silent, remarking, ‘The will of 
the Lord be done!’” (v. 14).   

b.  When they saw that they had done all they could and that Paul was still 
resolved to follow the Lord, they finally relented.   

c.  They didn’t know how Paul’s arrest and abuse would be best, but they trusted 
that if this is what the Lord had planned, it must be.   

 
3.  We need to submit to God’s plan as well.   

a.  It’s true that we can’t change it anyway, so why fight it?   
b.  But it’s also true that it is the only and right path to take.   

(i)  We might not think it was for Paul from one perspective:   
(a)  He was going to Jerusalem to be bound and afflicted, possibly to die.   
(b)  But he didn’t:  The Lord worked this out for good.   

(1)  He opened the door for Paul to testify before governors and kings; 
to officials, soldiers, and prisoners; even to Caesar’s household.   

(2)  Eventually, Paul would be released and continue his work in other 
areas.   

(3)  What if he had chosen not to obey Christ?  Not only would these 
good things not have happened, he would have disobeyed Christ, 
grieved the Spirit, lost his peace of conscience.   

(4)  If you asked him today if he was sorry that he submitted to Christ’s 
will, or whether he would have preferred that Jesus had done it 
differently, what do you think he would say?   
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(ii)  God’s path is the right path; it’s the best path, both for God’s glory and 
for our good.   
(a)  It’s also the only safe path – as long as we are on it we know that 

whatever we face is a part of God’s plan for His glory and our good.   
(b)  If we are His and off the path, the same may be true, but we won’t 

know it as confidently.   
 

(iii)  But how can we find the strength to submit to God’s will, especially 
when the path He takes us on is a hard and painful one?   
(a)  Only by remembering that we are called to be servants, and as 

servants we must submit, even though we may be called to suffer for 
Christ’s glory.   

(b)  Christ has given us the strength to be servants – He did this when He 
changed our hearts and made us willing to pick up our crosses.   

(c)  We must embrace the promise that no matter what He might call us to 
give in His service, we will always be more blessed for doing so than if 
we resist.   

(d)  May the Lord confirm His Word to our hearts this morning and give 
us the strength to follow Him no matter where He might lead us.  
Amen.   


