
 

“The Lord’s Prayer, Part 2” 
(Matthew 6:9) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Jesus tells us that prayer is important to the Christian.  This is why He has 
been showing us in the Sermon on the Mount, especially in what is here called the Lord’s 
Prayer, how He wants us to pray.  He has already shown us that God is not impressed by 
showy prayers.  Nor is He impressed by lengthy prayers.  Nor is He impressed by detailed 
prayers.  Perhaps these are some of the things which we thought pleased God, but Jesus 
says that they don’t.  This is why we must never rely on our feelings to tell us what is 
pleasing to God.  We must always rely on His Word.  Our feelings may deceive us, but His 
Word will not.  What then does our Lord want us to do when we pray?  It’s really quite 
simple.  It’s so simple that Jesus is able to tell us in five short verses.  Here He gives us a 
model prayer which is so concise, that when you pray it, you almost feel guilty that you 
haven’t said more.  But don’t forget that He did not intend that these be the only words we 
say, but that they be a pattern of the different things we should say.  Like the Ten 
Commandment, which pack all of our Christian duty into ten short commands, the Lord’s 
Prayer packs all that we can ask for, especially all we should ask for, into these five brief 
verses.   
  Last week, we began to consider what Jesus instructs us in what is called the 
Preamble to the Lord’s Prayer.  It simply reads, “Our Father, who art in heaven.”  This, I 
suggested to you, shows us the nearness of our relationship with God, and at the same time 
our distance from Him.  Having seen in what sense we may call God our Father and how 
we come into this relationship, I would like to fill out this morning more of the 
implications of this relationship which we have with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
I.  First, when we pray, we may draw near to Him with the confidence that He will 

receive us as His children.   
A.  Jesus, through His work of redemption, has transformed us from sinners and rebels 

against God, into His sons and daughters.  Now think of the implications of this.   
1.  The Bible tells us that we were once in a state when all we did was hate God.   

a.  It may have been for a short time, or for a long time, but at some point in our 
lives, we were all haters of God.   

b.  This is why we weren’t interested in the things of the Lord.  This is why we 
didn’t want to pray, to read His Word, or to go to church to worship Him.  We 
really didn’t love Him.  We, in fact, didn’t even like Him.   

 
2.  But all of that has been changed by His grace.   

a.  The Spirit of God has changed our hearts so that we might now love Him.   
b.  If the Spirit has taken up residence in your soul through faith in Christ this 

morning, you love Him.  This is how you can know that you have passed from 
death unto life.  This is how you can know that you are no longer a child of the 
devil, but now a child of God.   

c.  And how can you know that you love Him?  It’s because now you want to 
pray, you want to read His Word, you want to come to church to worship Him, 
you now love your brothers and sisters in Christ.  If you do these things 
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because you really want to, because it really is something that you love to do, 
then you can know that you really love God.   

 
3.  But now think about this:  what if the Lord had made this change in your heart, so 

that you would love Him more than anything else, and yet He did not allow you to 
come any closer to Him than you were able to before?   
a.  What if the Lord still held you from Him at arm’s distance?  What if He put a 

desire in your heart for Him above anything else, but never allowed that desire 
to be satisfied by allowing you to come into His presence?  Far from being 
made more happy than you were before, you would be much more miserable.  
Before you knew the Lord, you were very happy not to be with God at all.  But 
now, with your heart aching for fellowship with Him, you would not be happy 
at all, but broken-hearted.   

b.  This is what love does to you.  It makes you want to be as close as you can be 
to the one you love.  If you love someone, but you are never able to come near 
to that person, this only increases the yearning, the pain you feel in your heart.   

 
4.  But we need to realize that this is one of the blessings which Jesus has brought 

about for us in His redeeming work.  He not only earns for us the work of the 
Spirit to change our hearts so that we will want to draw near to God, He also 
opens the door so that we can.  As a matter of fact, since there has been a Fall, and 
subsequently a need for a Redeemer, we have the opportunity to draw nearer to 
God now than ever would have been possible in the Covenant of Works.   
a.  First, through His redemption, we are able to draw nearer to Christ than would 

ever have been possible in the Covenant of Works.   
(i)  If there had been no Fall, there would have been no Christ, no redeemer 

who shares in our nature, to take our place in the covenant of works.  There 
would have been no need for redemption, if there had been no sin.   

(ii)  This is not to say that the Son of God would never have existed.  He has 
always existed eternally as the only begotten Son of the Father.  But the Son 
of God would never have needed to become man, if there was no man who 
needed to be redeemed.   

(iii)  Man would have been the friend of God.  He would have enjoyed the 
friendship of all three persons of the Trinity, and so he would have been the 
friend of the Son and would have enjoyed His friendship.   

(iv)  But because of the Fall, and God’s mercy in sending us redemption 
through the incarnation of His Son, we are brought into an even closer 
relationship with Him.   

(v)  The Fall brought about the need for a Redeemer, the need for the Son to 
become a man.  He had to become man, so that He might be our surety, our 
guarantee in the Covenant of Grace.  He is the One who guarantees that we 
will receive the blessings of the covenant, through His own perfect life and 
atoning death.  Through His work, He has become our Savior.  He has also 
become one with us.   

(vi)  And now that He shares our nature, the possibility of our drawing near to 
him has become even greater.  Christ is now our head, and we are in union 
with Him as the members of His body.  He is our brother, and we have 
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become His brethren.  He is our groom, and we have become His bride.  He 
is our husband, and we have now become His spouse.  Our souls are 
married to Him, and will be throughout all eternity.  Apart from the fall, we 
would be His friends.  But because of the Fall, and the subsequent need of 
His becoming united with our nature, we have entered into the most 
intimate relationship with Christ which is possible.  We are flesh of His 
flesh and bone of His bones (Eph. 5:30).  We are one spirit with Him, as 
Paul writes to the Corinthian church, “But the one who joins himself to the 
Lord is one spirit with Him” (1 Cor. 6:17).   

(vii)  God has taken the most tragic event of all time and has worked it out for 
His greater glory and the far greater good of His people.   

 
b.  But because of this union with Christ, we are also much closer to the Father 

than we would have been otherwise.   
(i)  As I said, we would have been the friends of the Father and would have 

enjoyed His friendship.  But now that He has sent His Son into the world to 
redeem us to Himself, He has also adopted us into His family as His sons 
and daughters.   

(ii)  Paul writes, “But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His 
Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  in order that He might redeem 
those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  
And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our 
hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Gal. 4:4-6).   

(iii)  It is for this reason that Jesus teaches us that we should call God our 
Father.  Jesus told Mary, when He appeared to her after His resurrection, 
“Go to My brethren, and say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your 
Father’” (John 20:17).  Now He is truly our Father, and we are truly His 
children.  This is a far closer relationship than that of a friend.  We could 
never really hope for a closer union with the living God.   

 
B.  And so what does this now mean for us in our prayers?  It means that when we pray, 

we may come to Him with all the confidence of a child who comes to his father.   
1.  When we pray, we are not coming to a stranger, but to one who owns us as His 

own children.  
a.   If you children were to ask any of the adults here who are not your parents for 

something, like a glass of water or something to eat, they may or may not help 
you, depending on how well you know them.  But if you were to ask your 
parents, they would most likely give them to you immediately, because you are 
their child, and they love you.  The more intimately you know someone, the 
more likely it is that they will help you with your needs.  There is hardly a 
relationship on earth closer than that of a parent to a child.   

b.  But if we are in Christ Jesus this morning, then we are God’s children.  And if 
we are His children, then we are in the most intimate union with Him which is 
possible.  Therefore, should we be afraid to ask God for our needs?  No.  He 
tells us to ask and promises that He will answer.  Jesus said, “If you then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your 
Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”  (Mat. 
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7:11).  If we care enough about our children to meet their needs, will God do 
less?  No.  God tells us to cast all of cares upon Him, because He cares for us 
(1 Pet. 5:7).  Be encouraged by this, then, to do so.   

 
2.  But notice one other thing which Jesus teaches us here.  He says that when we 

pray, we should say, “Our Father.”   
a.  This reminds us that we are not alone in this relationship with God.  There are 

others who are members of the same body, who are our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  We should also be praying for them.  They also have many needs.  If 
you don’t think so, then come to a Wednesday night prayer meeting, and you 
will see.   

b.  But this also reminds us that we should pray with them, for we can hardly be 
alone and address God as our Father.  We should be gathering together as the 
people of God to address the throne of grace on a regular basis for the good of 
His people and the glory of His kingdom.   

 
II.  But having said these things, I don’t want you to forget the second major truth the 

Preamble to the Lord’s Prayer teaches us, and that is our distance from God.   
A.  It is true that God is our Father, but this does not mean that we may treat Him 

anyway that we please or presume upon Him.   
1.  If you as parents are raising your children correctly, you understand that there is 

both a nearness in your relationship with them and a distance:  you are their 
friend, and you are their authority.   
a.  I’m afraid that we often spend far too much time being their friends and forget 

that we are supposed to be their authority figures.   
b.  There needs to be some distance.  There needs to be the exercise of authority 

as well as of love.  If your children do not understand this, then they will never 
respect you or learn to respect authority.  Perhaps this is why some of you have 
had difficulty getting your children to obey you.  They view you as a peer and 
not as the one whom they are to obey.   

 
2.  But are we not guilty of treating God in the same way that our children treat us?  

We more often treat God as a peer, than as the infinitely Holy One.  But Jesus 
wants us to understand that He is infinitely higher than we are.  He teaches us to 
pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven.”   
a.  Now God does love us as His children.  We have entered into a very intimate 

relationship with Him in Christ.   
b.  But this doesn’t mean that we can treat God any way that we please.  It is far 

too common today to hear ministers treating God and Christ as though they 
were at the same level.   

c.  We need to remember who God is:  He is the Holy God, who is great and 
awesome and infinitely exalted above us.  He is not our peer.  Christ, though 
He may be a brother and a friend, is not on the same level with us.  He is the 
God of the universe and the King of all Creation.  He is the One who holds the 
power of life and death, and who exercises the keys of His kingdom in 
admitting into heaven and forever excluding in hell.  They are to be feared.   

d.  We must therefore approach the Lord with reverence.  Notice how the godly 
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man approaches God in these examples.  The psalmist writes, “To Thee I lift 
up my eyes, O Thou who art enthroned in the heavens!   Behold, as the eyes of 
servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to the hand of 
her mistress; so our eyes look to the LORD our God, until He shall be gracious 
to us” (Psa. 123:1-2).  Isaiah writes, as though representing the prayers of 
God’s people, “Look down from heaven, and see from Thy holy and glorious 
habitation; where are Thy zeal and Thy mighty deeds?  The stirrings of Thy 
heart and Thy compassion are restrained toward me.  For Thou art our Father, 
though Abraham does not know us, and Israel does not recognize us.  Thou, O 
LORD, art our Father, our Redeemer from of old is Thy name.  Why, O 
LORD, dost Thou cause us to stray from Thy ways, and harden our heart from 
fearing Thee?  Return for the sake of Thy servants, the tribes of Thy heritage” 
(Isa. 63:15-17).  And Nehemiah writes, after he heard about the condition of 
Jerusalem’s walls, “I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was 
fasting and praying before the God of heaven.  And I said, ‘I beseech Thee, O 
LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the 
covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His 
commandments, let Thine ear now be attentive and Thine eyes open to hear the 
prayer of Thy servant which I am praying before Thee now, day and night, on 
behalf of the sons of Israel Thy servants, confessing the sins of the sons of 
Israel which we have sinned against Thee; I and my father's house have 
sinned’” (1:4-6).  These men surely did not treat God as a peer.   

e.  God is dwells in heaven.  He is awesome in His judgments and fearful in His 
wrath.  He is the One who sovereignly holds the temporal and eternal destiny 
of everyone living in His hand.  Therefore when we approach Him, we may 
not do so in a casual or cavalier way.  We must come with the greatest respect 
and awe.  We must come with reverence and humility.  And we must come 
only through the name and in the authority of Christ.  Let us not forget to 
worship in fear.   

f.  In closing, I would ask you what has God revealed to you this morning 
regarding your standing with Him?  Has He confirmed to you that you are His 
child?  Has He shown you again that He has adopted you into His family?  Has 
He given you the confidence, both by His Word and Spirit, to boldly address 
Him as your Father?  Has He given you a holy fear and reverence of His 
awesome power and majesty?  If not, then I would invite you to come to Him 
now, through Jesus Christ, and receive His gift of eternal life and adoption into 
His family.  Jesus has commanded that the message of the Gospel be preached 
to every creature under heaven that He might gather His people to Himself.  
And so I tell you now in His name, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
shall be saved.  But I also warn you, if you refuse to come, if you refuse to bow 
your knee before Him and receive Him as your Lord and Savior, you will 
surely perish.  Don’t harden your heart against Him.  Christ is the only 
begotten Son of God.  It is only through union with Him that you can become a 
child of God.  Believe on Him now.  Trust in Him now.  And through Him 
receive the Spirit of adoption by which you too may cry out, “Abba, Father!”  
Amen.   


