
“The Lord Repays in Kind” 
(Psalm 18:25-29) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning we considered the teaching:  if we want God to listen to us when 
in trouble, we need to listen to Him when things are going well (and when we 
are in trouble).   
a.  The Lord will treat us as we treat Him.   

(i)  If we won’t listen to Him, He won’t listen to us.   
(ii)  But if we will listen, He will listen to us.   
(iii)  Are there exceptions?  Of course.   

(a)  Sometimes the Lord will mercifully listen to us, even when we have 
refused to listen to Him; but we shouldn’t count on it.   

(b)  Sometimes it will appear as though God doesn’t hear us when we have 
been obedient; but this will always be for our good.   

 
b.  The Lord will also treat us as we treat others.   

(i)  If we are unmerciful to others, the Lord won’t show us mercy (Matt. 5:7).   
(ii)  If we are unforgiving, the Lord won’t forgive us (6:14-15).   
(iii)  But if we are merciful and forgive, the Lord will forgive us.   
(iv)  Again, there are exceptions in the mercy of God:  He doesn’t always 

treat us as we deserve.   
 
2.  The bottom line is that to be safe in this life, we must walk in the path of safety.   

a.  Remember Lady Wisdom in the Proverbs.   
(i)  “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains 

understanding.  For her profit is better than the profit of silver and her gain 
better than fine gold.  She is more precious than jewels; and nothing you 
desire compares with her.  Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand 
are riches and honor.  Her ways are pleasant ways and all her paths are 
peace.  She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy are all 
who hold her fast” (3:13-18).   

(ii)  Lady Wisdom is the personification of God’s Law:  that is the only safe 
way to live.   

 
b.  If we walk on the narrow road that leads to life, there is a blessed end, but 

there is also blessing in this life.   
(i)  If we walk in that path willingly, from the heart, it means we are true 

believers through faith in Christ.   
(ii)  We are not bringing the blessings down by our works.   
(iii)  We are only showing that we are the heirs of the promises through the 

evidence of a true and saving faith.   
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B.  Preview.   
1.  This evening, let’s consider the broader principle:  the Lord will be to us as we 

are to Him and others.  Consider again what David says:   
a.  “With the kind You show Yourself kind” (v. 25).   

(i)  Meaning, with those who show kindness to others, the Lord will show 
Himself kind to them.   

(ii)  God will reveal His face of kindness to those who demonstrate they have 
a gracious heart.   

 
b.  “With the blameless You show Yourself blameless” (v. 25):  the same is true 

here – to those who walk uprightly, with integrity in this world, God will 
show Himself to be faithful to them as well.   

c.  “With the pure You show Yourself pure” (v. 26):  to those who are pure in 
heart, He will show Himself to be a God of absolute purity.   

d.  “And with the crooked You show Yourself astute” (v. 26):   
(i)  With those who deal wickedly with others, God will bring their 

wickedness back upon them through others.   
(ii)  One only needs to think of how the Lord brought the wickedness of 

Adonai-bezek back on his own head by moving on the hearts of the men 
of Judah to cut off his thumbs and big toes, since he had done this to the 
seventy kings he had defeated (Judges 1:6-7).   

(iii)  Or of Agag, of whom Samuel said before he cut him into pieces, “As 
your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless 
among women’ (1 Sam. 15:33).   

(iv)  This is what justice is all about.   
(a)  The Lord said to Moses, “If a man injures his neighbor, just as he has 

done, so it shall be done to him:  fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth; just as he has injured a man, so it shall be inflicted on him” 
(Lev. 24:19-20).   

(b)  This is what quid pro quo is all about – this for that – punishment that 
meets the crime.   

 
2.  This what God says He does:  He renders to us what we do to others.   

a.  First, we’ll look at some foundational principles in understanding God’s 
justice.   

b.  Second, the examples David gives of the application of this principle.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we are again faced with the question:  Does God simply respond to us?  Do 

we draw out His kindness by our kindness?  His integrity with our integrity?   
1.  No.  God is the One who initiates, while we respond.   

a.  As John writes, “We love, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).   
b.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).   
c.  Jesus said, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that 

you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain” (John 15:16).   



3 

d.  Paul writes, “We . . . were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  But 
God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Eph. 2:3-5).   

e.  And again, “For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, 
enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, 
hateful, hating one another.  But when the kindness of God our Savior and 
His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which 
we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing 
of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:3-5).   

f.  Our kindness, our faithfulness/integrity, our love is the result of God’s mercy.   
g.  The woman who anointed Jesus’ feet with her tears and wiped them with her 

hair showed this love because she had experienced the love of God first.  
Jesus said, “For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been 
forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little” (Luke 
7:47).   

h.  She was not justified by her love:  her love showed that she was justified.   
i.  God initiates, we respond.   

(i)  It’s only in the case of the wicked that man can be said to initiate, while 
God responds.   

(ii)  God planned that the wickedness would arise, but that it would arise 
through man’s free choice:  man is solely held responsible for it.   

 
2.  But there is a sense in which, God having initiated, we respond, drawing out a 

response from God.   
a.  We love, because He first loved us (1 John 4:19).   
b.  Now that we love, our love brings a response from God.   

(i)  As the author of Psalm 91 writes, “Because he has loved Me, therefore I 
will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known 
My name.  He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him 
in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.  With a long life I will satisfy 
him and let him see My salvation” (vv. 14-16).   

(ii)  The Lord loves and blesses those who love Him, and cause love to be 
returned to them.   

 
c.  But He is at war with those at war with Him, even though He did not initiate 

the war, He does respond to it.   
 
B.  And so how does this work itself out in real life?   

1.  David gives us some examples of the application of the principle:   
a.  “For You save an afflicted people, but haughty eyes You abase” (v. 27).   

(i)  He comes to the relief of those unjustly afflicted and delivers them.   
(ii)  He humbles those who raise themselves up against His people.   
 

b.  “For You light my lamp; the Lord my God illumines my darkness” (v. 28).   
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(i)  To those who are in the darkness of oppression, the Lord lights a lamp of 
hope.   

(ii)  But He plunges those who think they are in the light into the darkness 
they themselves inflicted on His people.   

 
c.  And He brings destruction on the wicked at the hands of those they sought to 

destroy.  “For by You I can run upon a troop; and by my God I can leap over 
a wall” (v. 29).   
(i)  Those threatened by a multitude are strengthened to defeat a multitude.   
(ii)  When once the Lord determines to judge a people, there is no wall that 

can protect them from His justice.   
 

III.  Application.   
A.  First, negatively:  God will return the evil of the wicked on their own heads.   

1.  Those who kill others will be killed “Those who take up the sword shall perish 
by the sword” (Matt. 26:52).   
a.  Murderers may find themselves murdered.   
b.  Certainly the Lord will require the blood of every one murdered – even that 

of the unborn – from the hands of those who murder them, unless they repent.   
 
2.  Those who oppress others, will be oppressed.   
3.  Those who steal from others will have everything taken from them.   
4.  Those who lie and slander others will be lied about and slandered.   
5.  The Lord will cause the wickedness of the wicked to fall on their heads, unless 

they repent and turn to Christ.   
 
B.  Positively, those who deal righteously and in love will be dealt with righteously 

and in love by the Lord.   
1.  Those who deal in kindness with others will be dealt with kindly by the Lord 

and He will cause the same by others.   
2.  Those who walk blamelessly and faithfully will find God to be faithful and 

blameless with them.   
3.  Those who walk in purity will find a God of purity and a family of saints 

seeking purity on this earth.   
a.  Again, we can only be this way/do these things with God’s blessing.   
b.  But having His blessing, and growing in this direction by His grace, the more 

we exhibit these godly characteristics, the more we will receive these 
blessings.   

c.  As we saw this morning, the Lord rewards obedience with blessing:  the 
blessings that we give to others will come back to us.   

d.  Let us seek then to trust in the Lord and be faithful to do His will.   
e.  Let us love Him and love our neighbor – obey the commandments – by His 

grace, then we will have nothing to fear.  Amen.   


