
 

“The Lord Protects His Own” 
(Genesis 12:10-20) 

 
 
 

 As long as we are in this world, there will be dangers we’ll have to face.  There will 
always be some uncertainty, either in the area of our personal safety, our health, or with regard to 
our daily needs.  The world is not a safe place in which to live.  There are so many things that 
can hurt us, so many things that can go wrong with our bodies, so many sicknesses, so many 
things that can happen to take away our ability to provide for our needs.  I’m sure that if we 
thought about these things enough, we would be crippled with fear.  Some people can’t stop 
thinking about all the things that can hurt them, and as a result, they spend their whole lives in 
fear.  Now I’m not saying, of course, that there isn’t any certainty or any safety.  Certainly there 
is.  But it can never come from the world.  It can only come from God and is given only to those 
who know Him.  God takes care of His own.  He takes care of us, and He has promised to protect 
us from the beginning of our pilgrimage, even to the end.  But even those who have this blessed 
assurance can still fall prey to this fear.  There are times when we forget who our Protector is, 
times when we look to the world or to ourselves for our safety, instead of to God.  In other 
words, there are times when our sin blinds us to the promises of God, so that we begin to look 
somewhere else for our security.  Our passage this evening deals with a time like this in the life 
of Abram.  Circumstances force him into a very uncomfortable situation, a situation in which he 
believes his life is threatened.  But instead of looking to the promises of God for his security, he 
looks to himself and falls into sin.  Through this, the Lord wants us to learn to trust in Him and in 
His promises for our safety and not in ourselves or the world.   
 Moses begins by telling us that there was a famine in the land where Abram lived.  It was 
sent by God, among other reasons, undoubtedly, to test his faith.  As I said before, Abram had 
just lately come out of idolatry.  His faith had already grown to the point where he was willing to 
follow God to a land he had never seen.  But he still had a lot of growing to do.  The Lord now 
sent a famine to test him to see if he would trust Him further:  to trust Him to take care of him 
even in enemy territory.  The famine became so severe that Abram was forced to go down to 
Egypt.  Of course, there was another direction he could have gone.  He could have gone back to 
the land he came out of.  But he wasn’t willing to do that.  The Lord tells us that when He calls 
us out of the world, and we put our hand to the plow, we must never look back.  How could 
Abram go back to that land of idolatry, back to the pit from which the Lord had called him?  He 
couldn’t.  It’s not that Egypt was such a great place to live.  It too was overrun with false religion 
and idolatry.  But it may not have been as bad as Abram’s own homeland in those days.   
 Now as Abram was drawing near to Egypt, he became afraid.  His wife, Sarai, was a 
beautiful woman.  What if one of the Egyptians saw her and wanted her as his wife?  What 
would they do to him?  They might very well kill him, so they could take her.  This is interesting, 
to say the least, especially since Sarai was now about 65 years old.  It’s true that many woman in 
our culture still have some measure of natural beauty and charm at that age, but it’s highly 
unlikely that any woman in the world today would still be attractive enough to cause this kind of 
attention, and therefore this kind of fear.  To understand this, we need to take into account that at 
that time people didn’t age as they do today.  Sarai died when she was 127 years old, and she 
may have died young, since Abram lived to be 175 -- more than twice the average life-
expectancy today.  Now if Abram’s age was the norm, or even a little above it, and people lived 
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to be about twice the age that we live now, it’s very likely that Sarai may have had the 
appearance of someone only half her age, of a woman of about 32.  If that was the case, and she 
happened to be blessed with an unusual beauty, it’s easy to see why Abram was afraid for her 
beauty, especially coming into a land where there appeared to be no fear of God.  Beauty is a 
blessing from the Lord.  But sometimes it can be a snare, not only to those who have it, but also 
to those who desire it.   
 Well, what was Abram to do?  The Egyptians might kill him to have his wife.  Should he 
trust that the Lord would watch over him?  After all, He had promised that all the nations of the 
earth would be blessed through him.  If he died now, how would this promise come to pass?  Or 
should he trust in his own wisdom?  If he told the Egyptians a half-truth about his wife Sarai, 
they might not only spare his life, but also show him kindness.  We’re not left to guess what 
happened.  Abram chose the second option.  He lied about Sarai, and she lied about herself.  It’s 
true that it wasn’t a complete lie.  After all, she really was his sister, the daughter of his father, 
but not of his mother (Gen. 20:12), but it’s also true that she was his wife, which was the part 
that really mattered, and the part he and she conveniently left out.  I want you to notice that 
Abram’s lack of faith not only caused him to sin, it also involved his wife in sin.  He not only 
deceived the Egyptians, but he asked her to do the same.  She shouldn’t have agreed to this.  
Certainly the Lord wouldn’t have required her to do it and would have been far more pleased if 
she hadn’t.  But she did it anyway.  This shows us that our sin will very often involve others and 
will virtually always affect those around us.  We don’t live in a vacuum.  Whatever we do what 
is wrong, what is not according to God’s Word, it will always affect those we come in contact 
with, which makes our sin worse, because we become responsible for their sin as well as our 
own.   
 Well, Abram’s fears were not unfounded.  As soon as he came into Egypt, “the Egyptians 
saw that the woman was very beautiful.  And Pharaoh’s officials saw her and praised her to 
Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house” (vv. 14-15), undoubtedly to be added 
to his harem.  Eastern kings at that time claimed the privilege of taking into their harem as a wife 
or a concubine any unmarried woman they desired.  The father or brother might not like it, but 
they were never allowed to question it.  And Abram was also right.  The Egyptians, and 
especially Pharaoh, treated him “well for her sake; and gave him sheep and oxen and donkeys 
and male and female servants and female donkeys and camels” (v. 16).  Not only did they not 
kill him, they honored him and increased his riches on account of Sarai.   
 However, what Pharaoh did, though it may have seemed good to him and acceptable to 
Abram, was displeasing to the Lord.  “The Lord struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues 
because of Sarai, Abram’s wife” (v. 17).  God doesn’t take the violation of His people or of the 
marriage covenant lightly.  The Lord is the avenger of every wrong.  Now I don’t believe that the 
Lord allowed Pharaoh to touch Sarai, just as He also won’t in the case of Abimelech, king of 
Philistia, when Abram tells him the very same lie.  But still Pharaoh had done what was evil by 
taking another man’s wife and had to be punished.  In light of this, I want you to notice two 
things.  First, Pharaoh did not know that Sarai was Abram’s wife.  If he had, he may never have 
taken her, at least, I think we could assume that this is the case from what he says when he finds 
out in verses 17 and 18, “What is this you have done to me?  Why did you not tell me that she 
was your wife?  Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my wife?  Now then, 
here is your wife, take her and go.”  Now he might have said this because he didn’t want to 
commit immorality.  Or it may have been because of the consequences his sin brought on 
himself and his house.  But either way, the Lord judged him even though he didn’t know what he 
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was doing was wrong.  Ignorance is no excuse for sin.  An action, a word or a thought is still 
wrong, even if we don’t know it is, and God will still judge it.  He might be more merciful 
because we don’t know, but He doesn’t have to be.  In the case of Pharaoh, He judged him more 
harshly.  He and his whole house were struck with plagues.  This was probably because of 
Pharaoh’s position as king of Egypt.  The greater authority a person has, the more responsible he 
is to do what is right.  But the second thing I want you to notice is that the Lord struck not only 
Pharaoh, but also his whole house.  As I said, no one sins in a vacuum.  Our sins will nearly 
always have consequences on other people.  Look at what Abram’s sin did to Sarai -- it caused 
her to be taken into another man’s house.  Look at what his sin did to Pharaoh -- it caused him to 
take another man’s wife.  And look at what Pharaoh’s sin did to him and his family -- they were 
all struck by the Lord with great plagues.  We’re not told specifically what they were, but they 
don’t sound very pleasant.  In light of this, it’s important for us to keep away from all sin, not 
only for our own sake, but also for the sake of those around us.  It’s especially important for 
covenant heads of households to be careful how they conduct themselves, for what we do affects 
not only us, but also our those under our authority.   
 Lastly, once Pharaoh realized what was happening and what it was that brought this 
trouble upon him, he called Abram, questioned him as to why he did this, restored his wife Sarai 
to him, and had him escorted out of Egypt.   
 Now did Abram really need to be deceitful about his wife?  No.  As I said, God made him 
a promise, a promise that all the nations would be blessed through him.  He was the chosen one, 
the one through whom the Messiah was going to come.  He didn’t need to be afraid.  God was on 
his side, and if God is for us, who can be against us? (Rom. 8:31).  What greater promise can any 
man have than this?  But the promises don’t do us any good, unless we believe them and act on 
them by faith.  John Owen, a great minister and theologian of the 17th Century, once wrote this 
very insightful statement (which you’ll find printed on the back of your bulletins), “For the most 
part we live upon successes, not promises: —  unless we see and feel the print of victories, we 
will not believe.”  In other words, he was saying that we tend more to live by sight and not by 
faith, which is just the opposite of what the Lord wants us to do:  to live by faith and not by sight.  
We will do only what we’ve done before, things that we believe are safe and can be safely done, 
without venturing out of our safety zones to do even greater service for the Lord.  Why is this?  
It’s because of fear.  We’re afraid of what the world might think of us, but especially of what 
they might do to us.  We’re afraid of being martyrs for the faith, even to the point of suffering 
even the least inconveniences for the faith.  Fear keeps us from being more upfront about our 
Christianity.  It keeps us from witnessing to our family members and to those around us as we 
should; from speaking the truth when it’s not popular to do so, and from doing what’s right when 
those around us are doing what’s wrong.  How many times have we as children or adults hidden 
our belief in Christ while those around us spoke out boldly for their own ungodly beliefs?  How 
many times have we been strangely quiet when we should be speaking out for our Lord?  Far too 
many times, I fear, because we’re afraid.  But should we be afraid?  No.  We should not fear 
man, but God alone.  Jesus said that if we confess Him before men, He will confess us before the 
Father.  But if we deny Him before men, He also will deny us before the Father.  Sometimes our 
denial isn’t outright.  It is much more subtle.  But it is still denial.  If we’re afraid to stand up for 
the Lord’s truth and His cause around others, we are denying Him.  But the point is we shouldn’t 
be afraid.  God is for us.  He will protect us.  His promises are yes and amen in Christ Jesus (2 
Cor. 1:20).  There is nothing that anyone can do to us which the Lord does not allow.  We are 
immortal until the Lord decides to take us home, and if He desires to take us home, who are we 



4 

 

to tell Him we won’t go?  Let’s learn from this event in the life of Abram this evening not to 
make the same mistake that he made.  Let’s not fear man and hide behind a mask of deceit.  
Instead, let’s be bold with the truth.  We know that on the day of God’s judgment, we’ll be happy 
that we did.   
 Well, we see here that Abram, the friend of God, sinned, and his sin brought about a great 
deal of trouble, both for himself, for Sarai, for Pharaoh and his family.  But God still overruled 
his sin for good, as He will always do in the lives of His people.  Abram and Sarai survived the 
famine.  They became richer.  And they even had an armed escort back to the land of Promise.  
Even though Abram did what was wrong, God still advanced His interests and the interests of 
His people, showing that what Paul said under the inspiration of the Spirit is certainly true, “God 
causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28).  Amen.   


