
“The Lord Prepares His Coming” 

(Ezekiel 21:24-27) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, as we moved into the period known as the exile and return of the 

church to Palestine, we considered some of its unique features, namely,  

a.  That the majority of this time frame is not recorded in the historical sections 

of the Bible, but in the prophetic section.   

b.  That during this period there would be four major world powers, three of 

which would be overturned, before the final kingdom would be overturned by 

the Kingdom of God.   

c.  And that the Lord preserved His church through each of these political 

revolutions.   

 

2.  These things reminded us,  

a.  That the Bible truly is God’s Word since He alone can tell us what is going to 

happen before it does.   

b.  That try as Satan will to maintain control of the world, there was nothing he 

could do to stop Christ’s kingdom from coming – he actually helped it come 

by turning the  Jews and Romans against Him.   

c.  And that as God has promised His kingdom would endure and conquer the 

world, so it will come to pass in His time.   

d.  This should encourage us that the things we do and the things we give for the 

work of God’s kingdom will not be for nothing:  the Lord will use us for His 

glory.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’ll begin to look at some of the details of this period, beginning 

with how the Lord used the Babylonian Captivity to promote the work of His 

kingdom by preparing His people and the world for the coming of His Son.  

We’ll see,  

a.  First, that the Lord used this event to cure His people once and for all from 

their idolatry – which was the cause of the exile.   

b.  Second, that the Lord removed what was left of the glory of the Old 

Covenant to make way for the glory of the New.   

c.  Finally, that by removing His people from the Land and dispersing them 

throughout the world, He further prepared not only His people, but also the 

nations to receive the Gospel.   

 

2.  Everything the Lord does has a purpose, even the sins of His people and the 

judgment He brings on them, as we’ll now see.   

 

 



2 

\II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider how the Lord used the Babylonian Captivity to cure His people 

once and for all from their idolatry.   

1.  The first thing that happens in this time frame is that the Jews are taken into 

captivity to Babylon.   

a.  This was the first time the Lord had done something like this.   

(i)  During the time of the Judges, the Lord brought foreign armies against 

Israel, but He never destroyed the whole land, the Temple and the city of 

Jerusalem, and removed all His people hundreds of miles from the land.   

(ii)  Once He had given the ark into the hands of the Philistines, but He never 

allowed His sanctuary to be burned, the ark destroyed, and all the holy 

things taken, ending His worship in the land.   

 

b.  But now He did, and it was actually one of the means He used to move His 

work forward.   

 

2.  First, He used this event finally to cure them of their idolatry.   

a.  When the time was drawing near that He would turn the world from idolatry 

through the Gospel, He began by removing it from His people through their 

captivity into Babylon.  This was a foreshadowing of what the Lord intended 

to do to the whole world through the Gospel.   

b.  The Israelites had been addicted to idolatry for many years, and still were at 

the time of the exile, though the Lord had warned them and judged them 

many times for that very sin.   

c.  But He finally put a definitive end to it with the captivity:   

(i)  It’s not that some didn’t return to idolatry at some point, but the nation 

never did.   

(ii)  They continued to follow the true religion, though for most it eventually 

degenerated into a dead formalism, which is another serious problem.   

(iii)  This was the first positive benefit of the Captivity to the Kingdom, and it 

was meant to be a prelude to a much greater cleansing of the earth, which 

is still being accomplished today and will be completed in the future.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider that the Lord used the Captivity not only to remove their 

idolatry, but also to remove what was left of the glory of the Old Covenant to make 

way for the glory of the New.   

1.  First, He removed the crown from the house of David.   

a.  This is brought out in our text:  “‘And you, O slain, wicked one, the prince of 

Israel, whose day has come, in the time of the punishment of the end,’ thus 

says the Lord GOD, ‘Remove the turban and take off the crown; this will no 

longer be the same.  Exalt that which is low and abase that which is high.  A 

ruin, a ruin, a ruin, I will make it.  This also will be no more until He comes 

whose right it is, and I will give it to Him’ (Ez. 21:25-27).   

b.  The Jews would be dominated by a foreign power nearly 600 years – except 

for about ninety years when they were somewhat independent, during the 

time of the Maccabees.   
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c.  There would no longer be a king seated on David’s throne until Christ would 

come.   

 

2.  Second, the glory of the temple was taken away through the captivity.   

a.  Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Solomon’s Temple at the last deportation of 

Judah (2 Kings 25:9; 2 Chr. 36:19; Isa. 64:11).   

b.  It’s true that they rebuilt the Temple when they were allowed to return by 

Cyrus, but that Temple was nothing in comparison.  We read in Ezra 3:10-13, 

“Now when the builders had laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, 

the priests stood in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of 

Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD according to the directions of King 

David of Israel.  They sang, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, saying, 

‘For He is good, for His lovingkindness is upon Israel forever.’  And all the 

people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD because the 

foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.  Yet many of the priests and 

Levites and heads of fathers' households, the old men who had seen the first 

temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this house was laid 

before their eyes, while many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could 

not distinguish the sound of the shout of joy from the sound of the weeping of 

the people, for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard 

far away” (Ezra 3:10-13).  They wept because they could see from the 

foundation that this house would have nothing of its former glory.   

c.  As the time was drawing near that the One the Temple was pointing to should 

come, the Lord removed the glory of that Temple.   

 

3.  Third, they lost the two tables of the covenant the Lord gave to Moses, which 

He wrote with His own finger on Mount Sinai (Ex. 34:1), along with the ark, in 

the captivity.   

a.  These tablets had been preserved in the ark until that time (1 Kings 8:9).  

They were the two copies of the Covenant God made with Israel, and part of 

her glory.   

b.  They were lost along with the ark, during the captivity, though the 

commandments they contained were preserved in the book of the Law.   

c.  As the One was drawing near who would fulfill the commandments and the 

mediation the mercy seat represented, these types were taken away.   

 

4.  Fourth, the Urim and Thummim were lost.   

a.  We don’t know exactly what these objects were, but we do know the high 

priest used them to ask God questions and that the Lord would answer 

through them immediately.   

b.  These were lost in the captivity and never restored (Ezra 2:63).   

c.  They didn’t need to be restored, since the true revelation of God and the true 

High Priest was about to appear.   

 

5.  Fifth, the Shekinah or glory cloud never entered into the second temple as it had 

the first temple at the time of Solomon’s dedication (2 Chr. 5).   
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a.  The reason was that the Lord was intending to fill that Temple with His glory 

in another way:  by Christ’s coming into it.   

b.  “‘I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all 

nations, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the LORD of hosts” (Hag. 

2:7).   

 

6.  Sixth, the Lord didn’t inaugurate the sacrificial system of the second Temple by 

sending fire down from heaven.   

a.  When Moses offered the first sacrifices in the tabernacle, fire came down 

from heaven to consume the offering (Lev. 9:24).  

b.  When Solomon built the Temple, the same thing happened (2 Chr. 7:1).  This 

fire was never to be allowed to go out (Lev. 6:13).   

c.  The Lord never sent fire for the restored Temple – He was planning to send 

another fire on the Day of Pentecost to glorify His name through His people 

as living temples.   

d.  To summarize this point, the glory of the New Covenant was coming, so it 

was time for the glory of the Old to decrease.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider that the Lord used the Captivity to disperse His people 

throughout the world to prepare the world for the coming of His Son.   

1.  The vast majority of the Jews were taken into captivity and were there so long 

that they became settled in the land, which is what the Lord told them to do 

through Jeremiah the prophet (29).   

a.  When Cyrus issued the decree that allowed them to return, many of them 

didn’t want to – they didn’t want to leave their possessions to go to a 

desolated country that many of them had never seen, except for the elderly 

among them – only a small number of them returned with Zerubbabel, Ezra 

and Nehemiah.   

b.  The Jews who remained in Mesopotamia were soon dispersed throughout the 

world.  Haman, when he intended to destroy the Jews, said to the Persian 

king, “There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the peoples in 

all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different from those of all 

other people and they do not observe the king’s laws, so it is not in the king’s 

interest to let them remain” (Est. 3:8).  At that time, the Persian Empire 

extended from India to Ethiopia.   

c.  These Jews continued to worship God according to the Old Covenant Law 

until the time of Christ, as we see in Acts 2 where Jews from every nation 

under heaven came to worship at the feast of Pentecost.   

d.  Wherever the apostles went throughout the Roman Empire, they found Jews.  

Many of them were placed there by Antiochus the Great, 200 years before 

Christ.   

 

2.  This dispersion helped promote the work of the Gospel.   

a.  It raised the expectation of the coming of the Messiah throughout the world, 

since the Jews carried copies of the Scripture with them wherever they went.  

We find in Virgil’s writings – a poet from Italy, who lived a little before 
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Christ came – the expectation that a great prince would be born who would 

bring righteousness and peace.   

b.  The dispersion also helped promote the Gospel by showing that the 

ceremonial law – the Old Covenant way of worship – had to be abolished and 

a new way had to be established.   

(i)  The ceremonial law would only work as long as the people were in the 

land with their temple, since so many things depended on this – the first 

fruits, cities of refuge, etc.   

(ii)  Many of the Jews lived more than a thousand miles away from the 

Temple by the time Christ came, which means they could no longer 

observe the sacrificial laws.  A new worship was needed that wouldn’t be 

tied to the land but would be suitable for the world.  That’s what the Lord 

brought through the Gospel.   

 

c.  It helped promote the kingdom by providing a channel through which the 

Gospel could be communicated throughout the known world.   

(i)  During Christ’s ministry, the Jews, who saw what He did while in 

Palestine for the feasts, brought the word back to their homes when they 

returned (John 12:19-21).   

(ii)  The same was true of His crucifixion:  The disciples on the road to 

Emmaus were amazed when Jesus appeared to be unaware of it (Luke 

24:18), since it was talked about everywhere.   

(iii)  And of course, the Jews who had come to Jerusalem at Pentecost, who 

witnessed the outpouring of the Spirit, who were converted and discipled, 

took the Gospel back to their homes.   

 

d.  The dispersion helped through the establishment of synagogues.   

(i)  The synagogues the Jews built throughout the Roman Empire provided 

places the apostles could go to preach Christ wherever they went.   

(ii)  From there it was a small step to reach the Gentiles, who had already 

learned something of the Messiah through their Jewish neighbors.   

 

3.  In all these ways, the Captivity, far from being a defeat for the kingdom of 

heaven, became a way to promote it by preparing for Christ’s coming and 

advancing His Gospel.   

 

III.  Application.  The fact that the Lord could use the Captivity to further the work of His 

kingdom is certainly enough for us to consider this morning, as we see again the 

infinite wisdom of God in working all things together for His glory and the good of 

His church.  But here are a few more things to think about more personally:   

A.  First, consider what was necessary to cure the Jews of their idolatry:   

1.  It took the Captivity for them finally to set the world aside and to turn back to 

the Lord.   

2.  Are you putting the Lord first and worshiping Him as you should?  Do you love 

God more than the world?  Do you show that you do by worshiping Him as you 

should in your families, during the week, in your closets, on the Lord’s Day?   
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3.  If not, what will the Lord need to do to remove the things that are constricting 

and supplanting your love for Him?   

4.  We all need to put those things aside before He deems it necessary to deal with 

us in a way that will make us give them up for good.   

 

B.  Second, consider the glory of the New Covenant and how precious it should be to 

you.   

1.  The Lord removed the glory of the Old Covenant to bring in something far 

greater.   

2.  If the Old Covenant was so precious to the true saints then, how much more 

should the New be to you?   

3.  This is another reason you should be willing to part with everything for Christ.  

Let go of the things in this world that are holding you back and embrace Him 

and His kingdom fully.   

 

C.  Finally, consider how the Lord was careful to disperse His people so that His 

Gospel might reach the whole earth.   

1.  He still wants that Gospel to get out; the whole world has not yet been reached; 

He wants us to do what we can to promote this work.   

2.  The Lord dispersed His people from Jerusalem to get the Gospel out to the 

world.  He has also placed us in areas where we are to influence those around us 

with His truth.  We are to break ground, sow seed, water, and harvest.  Let’s 

seek to be faithful to that calling.   

3.  To help us, the Lord has given us His Table, both to remind us of the price He 

paid for our allegiance, as well as to give us the strength we need to carry out 

His will.  Let’s bow for a few moments and ask Him to prepare us to come and 

receive His gracious help.  Amen.   

 


