
“The Lord Our Righteousness” 

(Jeremiah 33:14-21) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  This morning, we again have the opportunity to worship the Father 

and to thank Him for sending His Son into the world to save us.   

1.  Sadly, most in our society rarely think about Jesus, and if they do at all, it’s only 

once or twice a year, usually at Christmas and Easter.   

2.  Most, when they do think of Him, probably see Him as a myth, or at best 

someone who’s real, but irrelevant.   

a.  This morning, we need to remember that He does exist.   

b.  That His coming into the world was not irrelevant, but extremely important 

to everyone, because He is the Lord and the only Savior of mankind.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This is what the Lord wants us to see in our passage.    

a.  This is what He told His people six hundred years before Jesus was born.   

b.  He wanted them:   

(i) To be prepared for the coming of the King.   

(ii)  And He wanted them to know this King was the only One who could 

save them.   

 

2.  Let’s consider this morning that this One who was coming is the Lord our 

righteousness.   

a.  First, we’ll consider that He is the Lord.   

b.  Second, we’ll see that He is our righteousness – our Savior.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that Jesus is the Lord:  We see here the promise God made of 

the coming King.   

1.  This One would be a branch from David’s line:  this means He would have the 

right to rule as king:  “‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I 

will fulfill the good word which I have spoken concerning the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 

Branch of David to spring forth’” (Jer. 33:14-15).   

a.  All of Judah’s kings were descended from David:  they had to be.   

(i)  God had given Judah to David as his inheritance when his son Rehoboam 

forfeited the others (except Benjamin) through his sin.   

(ii)  God reserved the tribe David came from for David.   

 

b.  Some of these kings were good – such as Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah and Josiah – 

but most of them were bad.   

(i)  This was especially true at the time the Lord said this.   

(ii)  He was about to exile them to Babylon because they were wicked.   
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2.  But now on the eve of their exile, the Lord gave them a promise:  the promise of 

another king, One who would be different:  a righteous king, “And He shall 

execute justice and righteousness on the earth” (v. 15).   

a.  He would be a King after God’s own heart, One who would be filled with His 

Spirit and do His will.   

b.  Isaiah wrote of Him about 100 years earlier, “Then a shoot will spring from 

the stem of Jesse [Jesse being David’s father], and a branch from his roots 

will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge 

and the fear of the LORD.  And He will delight in the fear of the LORD” 

(Isa. 11:1-3).   

 

3.  This King, as you know, is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  God 

promised that a great King would arise both from this tribe and from David in 

particular.   

a.  Jesus is called the “Lion of the Tribe of Judah” (Rev. 5:5).   

b.  He is the Son of David (Matt. 1:1).   

c.  He is the righteous King who would rule over all the earth.  Again, Isaiah 

wrote of Him, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and 

the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There 

will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of 

David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness from then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 

will accomplish this” (9:6-7).   

(i)  He is the Mighty God, the Son of God, who became a child.    

(a)  He would be called Immanuel, “God with us” (v. 23).   

(b)  And yet He would be one of us – He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

in the womb of the Virgin Mary, as we saw earlier (Matt. 1:20).   

 

(ii)  And He was born to rule, “And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the leaders of Judah; for out of you shall come forth a 

ruler” (2:6) – and that’s exactly what He did.   

(a)  When He came, He executed His righteous judgment on the Jewish 

leaders by denouncing them and their teachings.   

(b)  After He was crucified and buried, raised from the dead on the third 

day, and ascended into heaven, He was exalted to the right hand of God 

(Acts 2:34-35).   

(c)  He executed His righteous judgment against Israel for their betrayal 

and murder of Him (See Matt. 24-25; Revelation).   

(d)  He is now ruling and reigning in heaven over all the nations of the 

world.   

(e)  And He will return one day to judge the living and the dead.   

(f)  Jesus Christ is the Lord over all the kings of the earth, the One to 

whom we must submit.   
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B.  This Jesus who was coming was to be a righteous King, but He was also to be a 

Savior, “In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell in safety” (V. 

16).  Second, let’s consider that Jesus is the Lord our righteousness.   

1.  He wasn’t coming to save the Jews from their political enemies – at least not in 

the way they thought.   

a.  He wasn’t coming to save them from the tyranny of Babylon.   

b.  When He finally came, He didn’t throw off the yoke of their Roman 

oppressors.   

c.  It’s true that His kingdom would eventually do this – but not through force of 

arms, rather through the power of changed hearts:  His kingdom would be a 

spiritual kingdom.   

 

2.  He wasn’t coming to save them from the Romans, but from their greatest 

enemy:  their sin.   

a.  It was hard for the Jews to be under Roman oppression.   

(i)  There were Roman garrisons in every city.   

(ii)  There were Roman governors over every province.   

(iii)  They had to pay Roman taxes and submit to Roman rules.   

(iv)  Their Jewish leaders had some authority, but it was limited.   

(v)  The Jews hated this situation and wanted to be free.   

 

b.  But this was nothing compared to the enemy Jesus came to free them from:  

their sins.   

(i)  Sin is a much crueler and more dangerous task master than any man.   

(ii)  It was the power behind Babylon, that which moved Rome brutally to 

conquer the world.   

(iii)  It began with Lucifer, transforming the greatest angel the Lord had made 

into the most dangerous and malignant spirit the world has known.   

(iv)  Through him, it spread to the first man and through him to the whole 

human race, including us, condemning all of us to hell.   

(v)  Babylon and Rome may have slain their millions, but sin it’s billions.   

(vi)  The most frightening thing about it is that sin has the power, once it has 

killed us, to condemn us to hell forever:  hell is more agonizing painful 

than being burned at the stake for the rest of eternity.   

 

c.  It’s from sin and hell that Jesus came to save His people.   

(i)  How do we know?   

(a)  When He came, He didn’t gather an army to fight against Rome.   

(b)  He went throughout Judea doing good:  healing the sick, opening the 

eyes of the blind, and raising the dead.   

(c)  He taught the Jews God’s will.   

(d)  And He preached that they should turn from their sins and trust in 

Him if they were to be saved from God’s wrath.   

 

(ii)  We know because this is what Jesus said He came to do.   
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(a)  Sometimes we don’t realize it, but Jesus is the One who spoke these 

familiar words, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 

eternal life” (John 3:16).   

(b)  He didn’t come to overthrow a political tyrant, but to conquer sin 

through His obedience and His death on the cross.   

(c)  All we need to do to be freed from sin and hell is to trust Jesus and His 

work to save us.   

(d)  If we do, His obedience/righteousness will become ours, and we will 

know that His death on the cross was for us.   

(e)  Jesus is the Lord our righteousness.  Everyone who trusts in Him 

becomes part of His holy city, the New Jerusalem, and so inherits His 

name, “And this is the name by which she will be called:  the LORD is 

our righteousness” (Jer. 33:16).   

 

d.  Our passage goes on to tell us that Jesus ever lives to save those who will 

come to Him.   

(i)  He sits on David’s throne forever, “For thus says the LORD, ‘David shall 

never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel’” (v. 17).   

(ii)  His sacrifice on the cross will never lose its ability to cleanse, “And the 

Levitical priests shall never lack a man before Me to offer burnt offerings, 

to burn grain offerings and to prepare sacrifices continually” (v. 18).   

(iii)  God has given us a King and Savior who will outlast day and night (vv. 

19-21).   

(iv)  Jesus is forever the Lord our righteousness:  the One who can make us 

acceptable to God.   

 

e.  Is He your Lord this morning?  Is He your righteousness?   

(i)  If you are to be saved from your sins – if you are to escape God’s wrath 

against you in hell forever – you must trust in Jesus Christ to make you 

right with God.   

(ii)  You must be willing to receive Him as your only Savior – your only 

hope of heaven – and you must be willing to submit to Him as your Lord.   

(iii)  If you do, He will save you.  He will bring you safely to heaven.  He 

guarantees it.   

 

f.  If He already is your Lord and your Righteousness, then prepare now to come 

to the Table to give Him the glory and to renew your faith in His sacrifice 

and submission to His will.  Amen.   
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