
"The Lord is Good" 
(Psalm 100) 

Introduction: Have you ever done something very special for someone 
only to find that that good deed went completely unnoticed or 
unappreciated? Maybe you children cleaned up your room. You parents 
sacrificed what you wanted to get something your children would like. 
Maybe you wives cooked a special meal. You husbands did something 
special for your wife. It is right and proper in those instances for 
the recipients to give thanks. 

God has done many things for you, His creatures, and you also 
often forget or neglect to give Him the proper thanks. What I want 
you to see tonight, is that 

Because of God's goodness to you His creatures, you are 
obligated to offer to God the praise and worship that is His 
due. 

I. The God of Creation is Good (w. 3, 5). 
A. What Do We Mean by the Goodness of God? 

1. First, God is good in Himself. 
a. <Mark 10: 18>: "No one is good except God alone. " 
b. He has absolute perfection in Himself. 
c. He has all bliss in Himself. 
d. He is all that we conceive of as good raised to the 

highest degree . 

2. Because God is good in Himself, He is also the source of 
good to all His creatures. 
a. He is the fountain of all good. 

(il He is the source of all there is. 
(iil Therefore He is also the source of all good 

things. 

b. He deals bountifully and kindly with all His 
creatures. 
(il <James 1:17>. 

(iiil <Psalm 145: 9>. 
(iil <Matt. 5: 43-45>. 

3. And God is the highest good for all His creatures. 
a. He is the desire of all His creation. 
b. He is the highest good to which any may seek to attain. 

B. We See the Goodness of God Displayed. 
1. In creation: Know that the Lord is God [v. 3a, bl. 

(il All are commanded here to acknowledge the 

(iil Elohim means "the strong and mighty One. " 

a. He is the true God of creation. 

covenant Lord as Elohim, the God of creation. 

(iiil This is the name by which He revealed Himself in 
Genes is . 

b. He made all things and all people. 
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2 .  

(il Since He is the God of creation, it follows that 
all that is came from Him. 

(iil All men, all creatures and all things. 
c. Therefore, He also is the One who gives to all what 

they have to enjoy. 
(il He is creation's great Benefactor. 

(iil All that anything enjoys comes from His hands. 

d. And because He made all, all belong to Him. 
(il Because He made them, He owns them. 

(iil And all are accountable to Him. 

But we also see His goodness in recreation: W e  are H i s  
p e o p l e ,  the s h e e p  of H i s  p a s t u r e  [v. 312). 
a. This God who created the world is the covenant Lord 

of Israel. 
(il He is Yahwey, "I AM", the covenant Lord. 

(iil It stresses His unchangeableness. 

relationship to His people. 
(iiil In His Being, and therefore in His covenant 

b. He is the One who calls His people into relationship 
with Himself. 
(il All by virtue of creation are in covenant with 

God. 
(a) All are under the covenant of works. 
(bl But in their fallen condition, they will 

(cl All are, therefore, under its curse. 
never meet its requirements. 

(iil But only those by virtue of their election and 
recreation into the image of God are included 
into 
(a1 

(bl 
(Cl 

(dl 
(dl 

c. Therefore 

the covenant of grace. 
The word "made" can mean creation, or 
recreation. 
God is the One who creates, and recreates. 
God makes us a new creation, and therefore 
His people. 
He sets us free from the curse of the law. 
We enter into relation with God. 

we are His sheep and He is our Shepherd. 
(il He is the faithful tender of His flock. 

(iil He carefully watches over and cares for us 

d. His covenant love toward us will never cease. 
(il From His goodness comes this special covenant 

love. 
God has promised never to remove His 
lovingkindness from His people. 

(iiil It will endure for all time to come. 

(iil 

e. And His faithfulness will ensure this. 
(il God is reliable in all that He has promised. 

(iil The fact that He doesn't change assures this. 
(iiil Therefore it will endure to all generations. 
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(a) 

(bl Throughout all generations, God’s covenant 

(cl <Ps. 3 6 : 5 >  Thy faithfulness reaches to 

A generation was from the birth of a man to 
the birth of his first son. 

promise will endure. 

the sky. 
f. God’s goodness, covenant lovingkindness, and 

faithfulness are His abiding attributes. 

Because God Is Good, the Right Response of His Creatures Is to 
Worship Him (w. I, 2, 4). 
A. All Are 

1. All 
a. 
b. 
C. 

d. 

e. 
f. 

Called Upon to Praise Him. 
are called to shout in acclamation to Him. 
All are commanded to come before the Great King. 
He is the One by whose power all exist. 
He is the One by whose grace and blessings His people 
exist. 
The nations too are invited to sing praises to the 
Lord and worship Him. 
They are commanded to shout in acclamation. 
It is a free offer to all peoples, forshadowing 
Gentile inclusion. 

2. What is more, all are called upon to serve Him. 
a. This is the proper response to His goodness. 
b. And they are to do so with joy. 

(il This should be the response of a heart in 
submission to His rule. 

the Creator/Redeemer/King. 
(iil This is the result of living in harmony with 

3 .  What is more, all are called upon to come before Him. 
a. All are invited to come into His presence. 
b. It is again to be accompanied with a shout of joy. 

(il Singing songs of praise is the proper approach 
to God. 
One should be moved by His goodness so to shout, 
and not to be cold and ungrateful. 

(iil 

4. All are invited; none are excluded. 
a. The command goes out to all the inhabited earth. 
b. All are His vassals; all are obligated by virtue of 

their covenant with God. 

B. But Only Those Whose Hearts Are Cleansed By Faith Will. 
1. The wicked hate God and will not come to Him. 

a. They will not thank the Lord for His goodness. 
b. They will not yield the control of their lives to 

c. They will avoid His presence because it reveals 
His rule. 

their sinfulness. 

2 .  Only those whose hearts have been cleansed by faith will. 
a. God alone is the cure for this spiritual disease. 
b. One must come to Christ in faith to be cleansed of 

sin. 
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c. But apart from God’s mercy, this is impossible. 

3 .  But for the saints it is their heart’s desire [v. 4). 
a. Verses 1-2 stressed the joyful acclamation of God’s 

b. But verse 4 the communal act of worship. 
kingship over all the earth. 

(il 

(iil 
(iiil 

The OT saints entered the Temple gates giving 
thanks. 
His courts with songs of praise. 
And they blessed His name. 
(a) They declared that He is the source of all 

their ability for success and prosperity. 
(bl From the harvest of their fields, to the 

fertility of their wombs. 
(cl They blessed God for all of His blessings. 

c. They knew that all they possessed came from Him, and 
they were not remiss in praising Him and using those 
blessings for His service, and neither should we. 

Application: 
1.  Do you recognize that all that you have you owe to God’s goodness? 

a. You exist only because of His soverign good pleasure. 
b. You are what you are--a man and not an animal--by His 

c. All that you possess--your food, clothing, shelter--all 

d. And if you are in Christ--saved from the flames of hell and 

e. Do you recognize this? 

sovereign good pleasure. 

things come from Him. 

everlasting destruction--it is only by His kindness and mercy. 

2. If so, are you rendering Him the praise that is His due? 
a. God never ceases to deal with you in goodness, covenant 

b. You therefore have much reason to offer thanksgiving 

c. 

mercy and faithfulness. 

and praise with joyful shouting. 
You should meditate on His goodness every Saturday 
night before His Sabbath Day’s worship. 
(i) 

(ii) 
Prepare yourself to give thanks. 
Don’t wait for the worship service to dwell on His 
goodness. 

(iii) Meditate on it all week. 
(iv) It is there in a thousand different ways, if you 

will only take the time to recognize it. 

d. To be the constant recipients of His goodness and not 
give thanks reveals an ungrateful heart. 
(i) It is a slap in the face of God. 

(ii) You don’t like it when those you love fail to 

(iii) You mustn’t think that God doesn’t care if you 
recognize the special care you take toward them. 

praise Him or not either. 
He commands you to render thanks. 

(v) And as we saw, not because he needs it, but because 
it is right and fitting that you do. 
You must not be ungrateful for God’s goodness. 

(iv) 

(vi) 
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3.  And if your heart is one of consistent ingratitude, it 
reveals a heart not yet softened by grace. 
a. The goodness of God is to lead you to repentance. 
b. But if you continue to harden your heart against His 

goodness, He will remove it all from you forever in that 
great day of judgment. 

4. Beloved of God, do not fail to give God thanks for all of His 

5. But take time to reflect on His goodness toward you and lift up 
good gifts. 

praise to Him for all eternity, for He is worthy. Amen. 


