
”The Lord Bless You” 
(Numbers 6:24-27) 

Introduction: This evening, we are picking up where we left off on our 
series on biblical worship. Remember, God, through the second commandment, 
tells you how He will be worshiped, and it is your responsibility as 
faithful servants to do things as our Lord commands. This is what the Bible 
means when it says that He is the Lord and you are His servants. The 
servant does not fight with his Lord over obedience, but willingly submits 
to it. So far, you have seen that the Lord commands you to worship Him 
through praise, prayer, listening to His Word, and receiving His sacraments. 
You are to express your thankfulness and praise to Him for all of His 
goodness and lovingkindness to you. You are to praise Him for who and what 
He is, the infinite, eternal and unchangeable Being, who has made you and 
who directs all of creation for your good. You are to pray to Him, lifting 
up your holy aspirations and supplications for your needs and the needs of 
your brethren, thanking Him for every gracious gift that He gives. You are 
to listen to His holy Word, knowing that it was breathed forth by His Spirit 
to be a communication to you of His will. And you are to receive the Word 
as it is preached to you, knowing that your Lord has appointed it for your 
spiritual well-being, and you are to perform His Word with all your heart. 
And you are to receive the holy signs and seals of His covenant grace with a 
joyful heart, knowing that the Lord has appointed them for your spiritual 
nourishment and health. Tonight, I want to show you a further element of 
worship, namely, that of the benediction. That is what the text actually 
is, the Aaronic benediction. And what I want you to see is that, 

The Lord has instituted the benediction to be given by His officers 
as a further a means of grace for His people. 

I. First, It Would of Course Help You Better Understand What the 
Benediction Is, If You Knew What the Word Meant. 
A. The English word comes from the Latin ”benedico” or from one of its 

forms ”benedictus. ” 
I. It is a compound of the word ”bene”, which means well, and 

2. Together it means to speak well of, to praise, or in church 
”dico”, which means to speak. 

usage, to bless. 

B. But it is a blessing directed from God, in whose name it is given, 
to those for whom it is meant. 
1.  The benediction is appointed by God, who is the giver of all 

2. And it is obviously directed to you, if you are one of His 
blessings. 

children this evening. 

11. And this Brings Us to a Very Important Second Point. Who Is It that Is 
Given the Authority by God to Exercise this Ordinance? 

A. First, You Must Realize that in this Age of Decreasing Respect for 
Authority, both in the World and in the Church, The Ordinances of 
God Are Not Put Into Your Hands as Individuals. 
1.  It is not uncommon today to see in broad evangelical churches 

the practice of non-ordained individuals serving the Lord’s 
Supper or baptizing. 
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2. They abolish the separation of laity and clergy, and emphasize 
the priesthood of all believers to such an extent, that any 
member may do anything that any church officer may do. 

3.  The only difference now is that the minister is paid to do what 
he does, and the members not. 

4. But you must realize that the Lord has not placed this authority 
in the hands of all His people. 

5. The church member does have the authority to desire the exercise 
of the ministering gifts, and to elect church officers. But 
they are not to take the administration of the Lord’s ordinances 
into their own hands. 

B. The Bible Tells Us that These Are Placed in the Hands of the Lord’s 
Officers in His Church. 
1.  Remember, that Christ now rules in His church from heaven, but 

through His appointed officers on earth. 
a. Daniel, the prophet, wrote concerning the Son of Man, ”I 

KEPT LOOKING IN THE NIGHT VISIONS, AND BEHOLD, WITH THE 

CAME UP TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS AND WAS PRESENTED BEFORE 
HIM. AND TO HIM WAS GIVEN DOMINION, GLORY AND A KINGDOM, 

MIGHT SERVE HIM. HIS DOMINION IS AN EVERLASTING DOMINION 
WHICH WILL NOT PASS AWAY; AND HIS KINGDOM IS ONE WHICH WILL 
NOT BE DESTROYED” (7: 13-14). 

b. When Jesus met His disciples on the mountain in Galilee, He 
said to them, ”ALL AUTHORITY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME IN HEAVEN 
AND ON EARTH” (Matt. 28:18). He had received this authority 
for His work as Mediator, and it was given to Him to rule 
and govern all things for the good of His church. 

c. He is the Lord of the church. The church is His kingdom. 
And for the good of His church, He gives His ordinances, 
which are the gracious means to your building up in Christ, 
to His officers to administer them in His place. 

CLOUDS OF HEAVEN ONE LIKE A SON OF MAN WAS COMING, AND HE 

THAT ALL THE PEOPLES, NATIONS, AND MEN OF EVERY LANGUAGE 

2. But you must be called of the Lord before you may take this 
privilege to yourself. 
a. No one of you can decide that one day you will simply begin 

to exercise that authority. The author to the Hebrews 
writes, ”AND NO ONE TAUES THE HONOR TO HIMSELF, BUT RECEIVES 
IT WHEN HE IS CALLED BY GOD, EVEN AS AARON WAS” (5:4). 

b. Do you remember what happened to the company of Korah, 
Dathan, Abiram and On when they intruded into the priestly 
office and its functions? They were consumed with a burning 
fire and the earth opened and swallowed their households 
( Num . 1 6 ) . 

complained against the special relationship and authority 
that Moses had from God? Miriam was stuck with leprosy 
(Num. 12). 

d. Even Christ did not take this honor to Himself, but was 
called of God. ”SO ALSO CHRIST DID NOT GLORIFY HIMSELF SO 
AS TO BECOME A HIGH PRIEST, BUT HE WHO SAID TO HIM, ’THOU 
ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN THEE’; JUST AS HE SAYS IN 
ANOTHER PASSAGE, ’THOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE 
ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK’ ” (Heb. 5; 5-6). 

c. Do you remember what happened when Aaron and Miriam 
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e. The priests did not take this office to themselves, nor did 
Christ take His office to Himself. And so it is with the 
Lord's church today. Christ calls His officers to 
administer the ordinances of His kingdom. 
(i) His call is an inward call, where He gives a man the 

desire to pursue that office, as Paul tells Timothy, 
"IT IS A TRUSTWORTHY STATEMENT: IF ANY MAN ASPIRES TO 
THE OFFICE OF OVERSEER, IT IS A FINE WORK HE DESIRES TO 
DO" ( 1  Tim. 3: I). 

(ii) And it is an outward call, as well, through the people 
of God who desire the ministry of one who is called by 
the Lord, attesting to the fact that his ministry will 
be beneficial to them. 
No one may presume to take this office upon Himself and 
the authority to exercise His ordinances without being 
called of Christ. 

(iii) 

3. The benediction, being one of those ordinances, is therefore to 
be administered to you only by one of His officers. 
(i) It was first administered to man by God in the garden (Gen. 

I: 28). 

Most High, to Abram (Gen. 14:18-20). 
Then it was administered by the patriarchs when the church 
was governed by them in families (Gen. 27: 27-29; 48: 15-16). 

the function of the priest, as our text shows us. 
And with the bringing in of the New dispensation of the 
Covenant of Grace, it has been entrusted to the officers of 
the church, as you can easily tell by seeing how many of 
the apostolic letters end with a blessing (Rom. 16:20; 1 
Cor. 16:23; 2 Cor. 13: 14, etc. ). 

(ii) It was secondly given by Melchizedek, the priest of God 

(iii) 

(iv) With the establishment of the Aaronic priesthood, it was 

(v) 

III. Lastly, Having Seen What the Benediction Is and Who It Is that Is 
Authorized by the Lord to Administer It, I Want You to Know What Can 
You Expect from It. 

A. You May Expect What the Word Says, a Blessing. Moses writes, "SO 
THEY SHALL INVOKE MY NAME ON THE SONS OF ISRAEL, AND I THEN WILL 
BLESS THEM" (v. 27). 

B. What that Blessing Consists of Is Laid Out in Our Text This Evening. 
1.  First, the one standing in Christ's place calls upon the Lord to 

bless you and keep you. 
a. "To bless in the OT means 'to endue with power for success, 

prosperity, fecundity, longevity, etc. '" (TWOT 132). 
b. The minister calls upon the Lord to help you succeed in the 

matters of this life, and in the life to come. 
c. The Lord knows your needs. He knows both your physical and 

spiritual necessities. 
d. He knows that you have need of food, clothing, and shelter. 

And He is the One who empowers you to gain these things. 
Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 5:18-19, "HERE IS WHAT I HAVE 
SEEN TO BE COOD AND FITTING: TO EAT, TO DRINK AND ENJOY 
ONESELF IN ALL ONE'S LABOR IN WHICH HE TOILS UNDER THE SUN 

FOR THIS IS HIS REWARD. FURTHERMORE, AS FOR EVERY MAN TO 
WHOM COD HAS GIVEN RICHES AND WEALTH, HE HAS ALSO EMPOWERED 

WRING THE FEW YEARS OF HIS LIFE WHICH a n  HAS GIVEN HIM; 
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HIM TO EAT FROM THEM AND TO RECEIVE HIS REWARD AND REJOICE 
IN HIS LABOR; THIS IS THE GIFT OF GOD.” 

e. He is also the One who empowers you with spiritual blessings 
so that you might walk before Him in strength in His 
kingdom. Paul writes, ”BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO HAS BLESSED US WITH EVERY SPIRITUAL 
BLESSING IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST” (Eph. 1:3). 
Peter writes, ”GRACE AND PEACE BE MULTIPLIED TO YOU IN THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD AND OF JESUS OUR LORD; SEEING THAT HIS 
DIVINE POWER HAS GRANTED TO US EVERYTHING PERTAINING TO LIFE 
AND GODLINESS, THROUGH THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM WHO CALLED 
US BY HIS OWN GLORY AND EXCELLENCE” (2 Pet. 1:  2-3). 

to bless you, but also to keep you. 

the man in the garden to work it and to keep it. It 
literally means to guard, to watch over. 

watching over you for good at all times, the evil one would 
destroy you in an instant. 

AND THE EVIL ONE DOES NOT TOUCH HIM” (1  John 5: 18). 
i. And so the minister first asks that the Lord would bless you 

and prosper you both physically and spiritually, and that He 
would guard and watch over you. 

f. Furthermore, Christ’s officer not only calls upon the Lord 

g. It is the same word which is used by the Lord when He placed 

h. The Lord is also your source of protection. If He was not 

John writes, ”WE KNOW THAT NO ONE 
WHO IS BORN OF GOD SINS; BUT HE WHO HAS BORN OF GOD KEEPS HIM 

2. Secondly, he calls upon the Lord to make His face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

”The light of the face refers to a cheerful face,” which 
expresses good will (TWOT 25). Job said, in 29: 21-24, ”TO 
ME THEY LISTENED AND WAITED, AND KEPT SILENT FOR MY COUNSEL. 

DROPPED ON THEM. AND THEY WAITED FOR ME AS FOR THE RAIN, 
AND OPENED THEIR MOUTH AS FOR THE SPRING RAIN. I SMILED ON 

AFTER MY WORDS THEY DID NOT SPEAU AGAIN, AND MY SPEECH 

THEM WHEN THEY DID NOT BELIEVE, AND THE LIGHT OF MY FACE 
THEY DID NOT CAST DOWN.” 
To have the light of God’s face shine on you is for Him to 
look favorably upon you for the sake of blessing you. 
But furthermore, he asks that the Lord might be gracious to 
you, that is to show you pity and unmerited favor. It is 
asking that the Lord who have so much to give, would give 
blessings to the one who has no claims on them. 
And you as well as I know that we as sinners always stand in 
need of the grace of God, not as an excuse to make it easier 
for us to sin, but as the remedy for our mortal sickness 
which threatens all the time to destroy us, but which by the 
grace of Christ is healed. 

3.  And lastly, he calls upon God to lift up His face upon you and 
to give you peace. 
a. To lift up one’s face is an indication of favor. It can 

mean that one lifts up his head in confidence or a good 
conscience, such as where Abner said to Asahel, ”TURN ASIDE 
FROM FOLLOWING ME. WHY SHOULD I STRIKE YOU TO THE GROUND? 

Sam. 2: 22). If Abner were to kill Joab’ s brother, then how 
HOW THEN COULD I LIFT UP MY FACE TO YOUR BROTHER JOAB?” (2 
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could he receive him well? 

divine pleasure and acceptance (TWOT 600). 
lifts up His face to you, it is because you have found favor 
in His eyes. 

it is revealed by he peace He gives. 

completeness, and safety. It is the idea of "unimpaired 
relationships with others and fulfillment in one's 
undertakings" (TWOT 931). And it only comes from God. The 
psalmist writes, "I WILL HEAR WHAT THE LORD WILL SAY; FOR HE 

THEM NOT TURN BACK TO FOLLY" (85: 8). 

these are the blessings which the minister of Christ 
beseeches the Lord to bestow upon His people. And 
needless to say they are rich blessings. But in order to 
receive them, you must receive them in faith. You must 
believe that the Lord does intend to grant them to you. 
That is why He appointed the blessing in the first place. 

b. However, when it has reference to God, it is a sign of His 
When the Lord 

c. And when you find favor in the eyes of the Lord, very often 

d. The Hebrew word <<7JjR means "peace, prosperi ty, heal th, 

WILL SPEAU PEACE TO HIS PEOPLE; TO HIS Gomy ONES; BUT LET 

e. Blessedness, safety, favor and grace, acceptance and peace, 

4. But there is one thing that you must not forget. These 
blessings are only for the people of God. 
in Christ Jesus. 
a. If you are outside of Christ, the Lord does not speak peace 

They are found only 

to you, but only judgment. 
(i) There are no blessings for you, but only curses, the 

curses of the broken covenant of God. 
(ii) The Lord is not protecting you, but only keeping you 

unto judgment. 
(iii) There is no light shining in gracious acceptance upon 

you, but only thick blackness reserved for you. 
(iv) There is no favor from the Lord and peace, but only 

disfavor and fear. 
If you are outside of Christ, the Lord is at war with 
you, and you may only reconcile with Him through 
Christ Jesus, by laying aside your deeds of sin, and 
embracing Him in loving faith. If that is your 
situation this evening, come to Christ and find life. 

(v) 

b. But if you are in Christ, know that the Lord has these 
blessings stored up for you. 
(i) They may be intermitted because of your sin, or because 

of His providence, but they are never gone forever. 
(ii) Keep trusting in Him. Don't stop believing in Him. 

Look unto Christ and wait upon Him, and receive His 
blessings which He so richly has for you. Amen. 


