
 

“The Life of Samson, Part 4” 
(Hebrews 11:32-40) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Over the last couple of weeks we were looking at the life of Samson to see what 
pitfalls he fell into that we might avoid, but more importantly the ways in which his life was a 
picture of the coming work of the Messiah.  In the Old Testament there are what are called 
many “types” of Christ.  They were pictures or ways in which God foreshadowed who His Son 
would be and what He would do.  Now that Christ has been more fully revealed in the New 
Testament, we really don’t need these pictures, as the author to the Hebrews has been constantly 
reminding us, but it is interesting to look at them to see how God had woven these pictures 
throughout the life and history of Israel.  Remember, the whole Bible focuses on God’s 
redemption in history.  It is a history of God’s dealings with man to bring him from a state of sin 
into the state of redemption.  It is therefore a history of Christ.   
  What I would like for us to do this evening is to focus on some of the major events in the 
life of Samson to show how they picture Christ and His triumph over the power of the devil on 
behalf of His people.   
 
I.  First, let’s look again at the events surrounding his marriage to the Philistine woman 

from Timnah.   
A.  First, there is the attack of the lion.   

1.  After Samson convinced his parents that they should agree to the marriage, Samson 
and they went down to Timnah to arrange it.   
a.  When they reached the vineyards which were in that place, a young lion saw 

Samson and came roaring at him.   
b.  Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson mightily, and Samson tore the lion 

as easily as one would tear a kid with his bare hands.   
 

2.  This picture Christ in two ways.   
a.  When Christ came to His own people, the Jews, to gather them to Himself for the 

marriage, they would have nothing to do with Him, but like a lion they turned on 
Him and tried to devour Him.   

b.  John writes in his Gospel, “He came to His own, and those who were His own did 
not receive Him” (John 1:11).  And David writes in Psalm 22, “They open wide 
their mouth at me, as a ravening and a roaring lion” (v. 13).  And so Messiah prays, 
“Save me from the lion's mouth; and from the horns of the wild oxen Thou dost 
answer me” (v. 21).   

c.  And were the enemies of our Lord able to overcome Him?  No.  Jesus turned and 
destroyed them with all the ferocity of a lion.  It was prophesied of the Messiah in 
Genesis 49:9, “Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up.  
He couches, he lies down as a lion, and as a lion, who dares rouse him up?”  The 
psalmist writes of Christ, “You will tread upon the lion and cobra, the young lion and 
the serpent you will trample down” (91:13).   

d.  As in the case of Samson, the Spirit of the Lord was upon Christ, making Him too 
strong and powerful for His enemies to overcome.  The psalmist writes of the 
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Messiah, “Gird Thy sword on Thy thigh, O Mighty One, in Thy splendor and Thy 
majesty!” (45:3), and Isaiah says of Him, “Who is this who comes from Edom, with 
garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, this One who is majestic in His apparel, 
marching in the greatness of His strength?  ‘It is I who speak in righteousness, 
mighty to save’” (63:1).   

 
B.  The second thing we see is the honey which came from the lion.   

1.  When Samson returned later to take the Philistine woman as his wife, he found that 
bees had made their hive in the lion’s carcass.   
a.  When he saw it, he scraped the honey into his hands and ate it as he went along.   
b.  He also gave some to his parents, and they ate it, but he didn’t tell them that it had 

come from the body of the lion.   
 

2.  This too is a picture of the work of Christ.   
a.  A great pastor of old once wrote, “The devil had, as it were, swallowed up Christ, as 

the whale did Jonah.  But it was deadly poison to him: he gave him a mortal wound 
in his own bowels.  He was soon sick of his morsel, and was forced to do by him as 
the whale did by Jonah.  To this day he is heart-sick of what he then swallowed as 
his prey.  In those sufferings of Christ was laid the foundation of all that glorious 
victory he has already obtained over Satan, in the overthrow of his heathenish 
kingdom in the Roman empire, and all the success the gospel has had since, and also 
of all his future and still more glorious victory that is to be obtained in the earth.  
Thus Samson’s riddle is most eminently fulfilled, Jdg. 14:14, ‘Out of the eater came 
forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness’” (Edwards ?).   

b.  Christ and the blessings of salvation He brings is the honey out of the lion.   
 

C.  And lastly we see the marriage feast itself.   
1.  After Samson arrived in Timnah, he made a feast there to celebrate his wedding.   

a.  This was the custom of those days.   
b.  And it didn’t last for only one afternoon, as is our custom today, but for seven days.   
 

2.  But when Christ comes again to take His bride to Himself, there will be the greatest 
wedding feast of all time.   
a.  Isaiah writes, “And the LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples 

on this mountain; a banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, and refined, 
aged wine” (25:6), and, “Behold, My servants shall eat . . . My servants shall drink . . 
. My servants shall rejoice . . . My servants shall shout joyfully with a glad heart . . . 
(65:13, 14).   

b.  It will be a time of great celebration when Christ returns to take His church to that 
glorious wedding feast.  And you and I, through faith in Christ, will also participate 
in it.   

 
II.  But let us move on to look at the warfare Samson wages after he is betrayed by his 

wife.   
A.  First we are told that Samson kills thirty men, then brings about a great slaughter, then he 

kills a thousand men.   
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1.  During the feast, Samson tells his companions a riddle.   
a.  “Out of the eater came something to eat, and out of the strong came something 

sweet” (Judges 14:14).   
b.  And they agree that if they cannot solve the riddle during the seven days of the feast 

that they will give him thirty linen wrappings and thirty changes of clothes.  And if 
they can, then he will give them the same.   

c.  After three days, they couldn’t figure it out, so they came to Samson’s wife and 
threatened her to find out the answer, or they would burn her and her father’s house 
with fire.   

d.  She was so frightened that she cried to Samson for four days until he finally told 
her.  She then told them, and they told him.   

e.  Samson knew that she had betrayed him, but he kept his end of the bargain anyway.  
He went down to Ashkelon, killed thirty Philistines, and then gave their thirty linen 
wrappings and sets of clothes to his guests, but then he departed in anger.   

f.  His wife’s father was so certain that Samson now hated her, that he gave her to one 
of his companions.  But he shouldn’t have done that.   

g.  Samson came back later to go into her, but her father wouldn’t allow it.  He tried to 
explain that he thought Samson hated her, so he gave her to another man, and then 
offered him her younger sister instead.   

h.  At this, Samson went out seeking revenge.  He caught three hundred foxes, took 
them by twos, tied their tails together with a torch in between, and then set them lose 
in the Philistines fields, with the result that their standing grain, vineyards and groves 
were all burned up.  When the Philistines found out why Samson did this, they took 
his wife and her father and burned them with fire.  At this, Samson struck them with 
a great slaughter.   

i.  Finally, the Philistines came against Judah with all their troops to find and bind 
Samson.  And the men of Judah, instead of defending Samson, were afraid, and not 
wanting to risk getting hurt themselves, they agreed to bind Samson and turn him 
over the Philistines.  When they came to him, Samson agreed to be bound, as long 
as the men of Judah did not kill him.  But when they brought Samson to the 
Philistines, the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him so that the ropes melted 
from his hands.  He then picked up a fresh jawbone of a donkey and with it, killed a 
thousand men.   

 
2.  Now all of these judgments of the Lord through Samson upon the Philistines are 

pictures of Christ’s destruction of His enemies.   
a.  Christ, like Samson, is also a judge, but He is the Judge over all the earth.  He is 

now ruling and reigning with a rod of iron, lifting up one kingdom and smashing 
another to bits, according to His sovereign good pleasure.   

b.  But Christ is coming again one day in glory with the armies of heaven following 
close behind Him.  He will once and for all vanquish His enemies with the sword of 
His mouth and cast them all into the lake of fire, where they will be tormented day 
and night forever and ever.   

c.  His enemies thought that they had overcome Him at His death, but through His 
resurrection and ascension, He has been exalted as Lord over all.  And one day 
every knee shall bow to Him, and every tongue confess that He is Lord, to the glory 
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of God the Father.   
 

B.  Next we are told that Samson breaks down the gates of a city.   
1.  Samson went to Gaza, and there a harlot and went into her.   

a.  This was certainly a great moral failure on his part.  We are warned again and again 
by Solomon, in the book of Proverbs, that the harlot’s door is the way to Sheol.  
There are few who enter through it who ever escape.   

b.  But this is what Samson did.  And when the Philistines knew about it, they closed 
the gates and surrounded the city and waited for him to come out.   

c.  But at about midnight, he got up, grabbed onto the doors of the city and pulled them 
with their two posts out of the ground and carried them to the top of a mountain, 
which was opposite Hebron.  And this was no small feat, for Gaza and Hebron were 
about 36 miles apart!  We are not told what the soldier did.  Perhaps they were so 
overcome with fear that they didn’t dare attack him.  Or perhaps the gates of the city 
were used as a shield which the Philistines couldn’t penetrate.   

 
2.  But this too is a picture of Messiah’s work.   

a.  It looked as though Christ was overcome through His crucifixion and subsequent 
burial.   

b.  But then He rose up from the dead on the third day, defeated His enemies, ascended 
into heaven, and led captivity captive.   

c.  Christ was not overcome, nor was He helpless.  He only submitted to the cruel 
death of the cross that He might destroy His enemies and deliver us from eternal 
death and destruction.  May His name be praised!   

 
C.  Lastly, we see his betrayal by Delilah.   

1.  Samson went to the valley of Sorek and fell in love with a woman by the name of 
Delilah.   
a.  When the Philistine lords found out about it, they offered her money if she could 

find out the secret of his strength.   
b.  And so she asked him again and again, but each time he tricked her.  Finally, when 

he could stand her nagging no longer, he told her the secret.  He said, “A razor has 
never come on my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb.  
If I am shaved, then my strength will leave me and I shall become weak and be like 
any other man” (16:17).   

c.  And so while Samson slept, Delilah had a man come and shave the seven locks of 
his hair off, and his strength left him.   

d.  Then the Philistines seized him, put out both of his eyes, and then brought him 
down to Gaza where they made him grind in their prison.  But his hair began to 
grow back.   

e.  Now one day, when the Philistines had assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon 
their god, they called for Samson to be brought, so that they might make fun of him.  
So Samson was brought, and they made him stand between the pillars.  “Then 
Samson said to the boy who was holding his hand, ‘Let me feel the pillars on which 
the house rests, that I may lean against them.’ . . . Then Samson called to the Lord 
and said, ‘O Lord God, please remember me and please strengthen me just this time, 
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O God, that I may at once be avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.’  And 
Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which the house rested, and braced 
himself against them, the one with his right hand and the other with his left.  And 
Samson said, ‘Let me die with the Philistines!’  And he bent with all his might so 
that the house fell on the lords and all the people who were in it.  So the dead whom 
he killed at his death were more than those whom he killed in his life” for the house 
of Dagon was full of men and woman, and all of the lords of the Philistines were 
there, and there were about 3,000 men and women on the roof (16:26-30).   

 
2.  Now, what does this tell us about Christ?   

a.  Jesus, like Samson, was betrayed by a false companion, Judas.   
b.  Samson was delivered into the hands of His enemies to be mocked and treated 

cruelly, just before they killed him, so was Christ.   
c.  Jesus died partly through the cruelty of His enemies and partly through his own act 

of giving up His spirit to God, just as Samson pulled down the temple upon his own 
head as well as that of the Philistines.   

d.  Samson destroyed more of his enemies in his death, than he did in his life.  Christ 
overcame all of His enemies in His death.   

e.  And Samson, through his death, overturned the temple of Dagon, while Christ 
through His death overthrew the devil, and will eventually overturn all false worship.  
By the way, Dagon, who is nothing other than one of the many faces of Satan, also 
took another beating at the hands of a type of Christ.  When the Philistines took the 
ark of the covenant in battle, they put it in the temple of Dagon.  Once, when the 
Philistines entered, they found Dagon on the ground bowing before the ark.  The 
second time, they found Dagon fallen to the ground with his head and hands cut off 
(1 Sam. 5:1-4).  This too pictured Satan’s coming defeat, the crushing of his head at 
the hands of the Messiah.   

f.  Samson’s life gives us such a clear picture of what the Messiah would do when He 
came.  But Christ has come, and He has conquered death, hell and the grave for all 
who trust in Him.  He has defeated the enemy of our souls and has rescued us from 
certain destruction.  Let us then offer to Him a sacrifice of praise and give glory to 
the One who has died and risen again for us.  Amen.   


