
“The Law Reveals His Will” 
(Psalm 19:7-14) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We looked this morning at General Revelation.   
a.  The revelation of God in nature.   
b.  The revelation that all men see.   
c.  One that leaves them without excuse.   
d.  One that is a powerful tool to help us minister to the lost.   
e.  And one the Spirit works through to convince.   

 
2.  But there is another revelation, one that is greater and even more powerful:  Special 

Revelation.   
a.  General is not through words, but Special is.   
b.  The Spirit works through General Revelation, but especially through Special.   
c.  General Revelation is given to all, but Special only to His people.   
d.  General Revelation can’t save, but Special can:  it has both Law to convict and 

Gospel to show how we can be reconciled to God.   
e.  This evening, we want to consider Special Revelation.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  I think sometimes we forget just how blessed we are to have God’s Word.   
a.  We take it for granted that it has always been there for us.   
b.  So much so that we forget what it would be like not to have it, or having it, not to see 

any value in it.   
c.  It is a blessing, a great treasure:   

(i)  Without it, we wouldn’t know anything about God’s love and mercy in Christ.   
(ii)  Without it, we wouldn’t know precisely what He wanted us to do.   
(iii)  Without it, we would continue to be under Satan’s power.   
(iv)  All we would know is that God is, something of what He is like, that He is good 

and kind, but angry (Creation, conscience) and that all we have to look forward to 
is judgment.   

 
2.  This evening, I want us to consider God’s Word:   

a.  First, that it is a great treasure and blessing to have it.   
b.  Second, why it is such a great treasure and blessing to have.   
c.  Finally, that it is able to accomplish, through the Spirit’s work, what General 

Revelation can’t.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, let’s consider that it is a great treasure and blessing to have it.   

1.  Notice that David is speaking of God’s Word.   
a.  He uses several words to describe it:   

(i)  Law (v. 7):  the direction, instruction of the Lord.   
(ii)  Testimony (v. 7):  used to refer to the 10 words, 10 Commandments.   
(iii)  Precepts (v. 8):  his charges.   
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(iv)  Commandment (v. 8).   
(v)  Judgments (v. 9) 
(vi)  These are all roughly equivalent all pointing to the revelation of God’s will in 

His Word.   
 

b.  These are the things we may only know if God reveals them verbally.   
(i)  We know something of His Law written on our hearts, our consciences bearing 

witness:  “And although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice 
such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty 
approval to those who practice them” (Rom. 1:32).   

(ii)  But we cannot know them in the kind of detail we need to be saved.   
 

2.  David calls God’s Law, this revelation, a great treasure.   
a.  To him they are more desirable than gold, than much fine gold (v. 10).   

(i)  Why did he use gold to compare it with?   
(ii)  This is what most men desire:  money, wealth, power.   
(iii)  But God’s Word is more desirable to him.   
 

b.  He says they are sweet:  sweeter than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb (v. 
11).   
(i)  Here he talks about taste, appetite, affection.   
(ii)  To possess them, read them, keep them, is like the sweetness of honey to his 

soul.   
(iii)  Children, and adults, know what it is to crave sugar/candy:  it tastes good 

because it’s sweet.   
(iv)  When we earnestly desire something and then get it, it’s like food, satisfaction 

to our souls.   
(v)  This is what God’s Law did for David.   
 

B.  Why was it such a great treasure to David?  Why did he have such a strong desire for it?   
1.  Because it shared in God’s attributes, and he loved God.   

a.  It is perfect (v. 7):  only the will of someone perfect could be perfect.   
b.  It is sure (v. 7):  it is firm, established,  confirmed, faithful:  only the Word of an 

infinitely powerful and faithful Being could be this.   
c.  It is right (v. 8):  upright, correct, straight:  again, only a morally perfect and upright 

Being could speak this kind of Word.   
d.  It is pure (v. 8):  morally pure, without falsehood, sincere:  could only be from a 

Being who is perfectly holy.   
e.  It is clean (v. 9):  basically the same idea.   
f.  Enduring forever (v. 9):  it is eternal:  only God is eternal.   
g.  It is true (v. 9):  again no falsehood or lie; only truth itself:  God is truth.   
h.  It is altogether righteous (v. 9):  there is no one truly righteous but God.   
i.  If you love God, how can you not love His Word?   
j.  Especially when this Word can make you make you more into His image.   
 

2.  David found God’s Word to be a great treasure because of what it could produce in his 
soul.   
a.  It restores the soul (v. 7):  it is able to bring us back to God.   
b.  It makes the simple wise (v. 7):  it gives us wisdom for godly living.   
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c.  It rejoices the heart (v. 8):  when you love someone and want to please them it makes 
you truly happy to know what they want.   

d.  It enlightens the eyes (v. 8):  again, it reveals the true wisdom of God.   
e.  It produces fear (v. 9):  the reverential awe and dread necessary to listen to and keep 

God’s commandments/testimony.    
f.  It warns us of danger (v. 11):  it shows us what our sins deserve, so that we might 

fear and turn away from those sins to Christ.   
g.  It brings reward if we keep it (v. 11):  obedience is the narrow path that leads to life 

in Christ; it marks out the race we are to run toward heaven.  
h.  It searches the heart, points out our sins, and points to the One who can cleanse us of 

those sins (v. 12):  “Who can discern his errors?  Acquit me of hidden faults.  Also 
keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not rule over me; then I 
will be blameless, and I shall be acquitted of great transgression” (vv. 12-13).   

i.  It teaches us how to live a life pleasing to God:  “Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 
Redeemer” (v. 14).   

j.  In terms of spiritual warfare, it is able to equip us for the battle by helping us to 
subdue our sins and walk in the paths of righteousness.   

 
C.  Finally, it is able to accomplish, through the Spirit’s work, what General Revelation can’t.   

1.  General Revelation can’t save anyone:  But Special Revelation, made powerful by the 
Spirit, can.  This is what the Spirit uses to save men.   
a.  They need to be shown that they are in danger and need to turn around/repent:  

God’s Word can restore the soul, bring it back to God (v. 7), it warns of danger (v. 
11) and is able to produce godly fear (v. 9).   

b.  They need to know there is forgiveness for their sins:  God’s Word is able to point 
out our errors and hidden faults, and point us to the One who is able to acquit us of 
our sins (v. 12-13).   

c.  They need positive motivation as well, that there is hope:  God’s Word promises a 
great reward if we keep it (v. 11).   

d.  They are ignorant by nature and need wisdom to know how to live:  God’s Word can 
make the foolish wise (v. 7), it can enlighten the eyes (v. 8), it can teach us how to 
live a life pleasing to God (v. 14).   

e.  The Spirit uses the Word to bring about conversion:  “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).   

 
2.  General Revelation is a powerful tool to bring the lost to Christ, but it won’t apart from 

Special Revelation.   
a.  The Lord has entrusted us with this precious deposit; it is our responsibility to get 

that Word out; and so let’s do what we can to get it out.   
b.  Let’s also use it ourselves to continue to equip ourselves for the battle.   
c.  Next week, we’ll begin looking at the book of James, called by some the NT book of 

Proverbs, because it will help us to apply God’s Law to our lives.  Amen.   


