
“Of the Law of God” 
(WCF 19.5-7) 

 
 
 
WCF 19.5  The moral law doth for ever bind all, as well justified persons as others, to the obedience 
thereof; and that, not only in regard of the matter contained in it, but also in respect of the authority of 
God, the Creator, who gave it.  Neither doth Christ, in the Gospel, any way dissolve, but much 
strengthen this obligation.   
V.  The Moral Law is forever binding on all men.   

A.  How long will the Moral Law be in force?   
1.  The Ceremonial Law was fulfilling by Christ, and therefore is no longer binding on us.   
2.  The Civil Law was for the commonwealth of Israel and expired with that state, except for the 

general equity of that law.   
3.  The Moral Law will forever be in force.   

a.  We will always be bound to love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength.   
b.  We will forever be bound to love our neighbor as ourselves.   
c.  The way we keep this law will be changed when we are in heaven, but the heart of the law will 

still be in effect.   
 

B.  Who is bound to keep the Moral Law?   
1.  Of course it applies to the believer.   

a.  “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled 
the law.  For this, ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you 
shall not covet,’ and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Rom. 13:8-9).   

b.  “By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.  The one 
who says, ‘I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been 
perfected.  By this we know that we are in Him” (1 John 2:3-5).   

c.  “Do we then nullify the Law through faith?  May it never be!  On the contrary, we establish the 
Law” (Rom. 3:31).   

 
2.  It also applies to the unbeliever:   

a.  “But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, realizing the fact that law is not 
made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and 
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 
and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is 
contrary to sound teaching, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I 
have been entrusted” (1 Tim. 1:8-11).   

b.  This is the standard by which God will evaluate and judge their actions.   
 

C.  Why are we to keep the Moral Law?   
1.  Because it’s right:  “So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and 

good” (Rom. 7:12).   
2.  Because God commands us:  “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he 

has become guilty of all.  For He who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not commit 
murder.’  Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a 
transgressor of the law” (James 2:10-11).   

3.  Because Christ, in the Gospel, commands us:   
a.  “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to 

fulfill.  For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke 
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shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.  Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 5:17-19).   

b.  “And He said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.”  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like 
it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  On these two commandments depend the whole 
Law and the Prophets’” (Matt. 22:37-40).   

 
WCF 19.6  Although true believers be not under the law as a covenant of works, to be thereby justified 
or condemned; yet is it of great use to them, as well as to others; in that, as a rule of life, informing 
them of the will of God and their duty, it directs and binds them to walk accordingly; discovering also 
the sinful pollutions of their nature, hearts, and lives; so as, examining themselves thereby, they may 
come to further conviction of, humiliation for, and hatred against sin; together with a clearer sight of 
the need they have of Christ, and the perfection of His obedience.  It is likewise of use to regenerate, to 
restrain their corruptions, in that it forbids sin; and the threatenings of it serve to show what even 
their sins deserve, and what afflictions in this life they may expect for them, although freed from the 
curse thereof threatened in the law.  The promises of it, in like manner, show them God's approbation 
of obedience, and what blessings they may expect upon the performance thereof, although not as due 
to them by the law as a covenant of works:  so as a man's doing good, and refraining from evil because 
the law encourageth to the one, and deterreth from the other, is no evidence of his being under the law, 
and not under grace.   
VI.  Though we are not under the Law as a covenant of works, it is still very useful to the Christian.   

A.  What is the Christian’s relationship to the Covenant of Works?   
1.  In Christ, we have been delivered from its curse.   

a.  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, 
‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ – in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 
might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith” 
(Gal. 3:13-14).   

b.  “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 
the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).   

c.  “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).   
d.  We are no longer justified or condemned by our own works.   

 
2.  The unbeliever is still under that covenant.   

a.  Still guilty in Adam their head:  “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive” 
(1 Cor. 15:22).   

b.  Still guilty of every sin they have committed under that covenant:  “But I tell you that every 
careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment” 
(Matt. 12:36).   

 
B.  What use is the Moral Law to the Christian?   

1.  It is useful as a rule of life:  It shows us God’s will to direct us and our duty to bind us.   
a.  “So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good” (Rom. 7:12).   
b.  “You have ordained Your precepts, that we should keep them diligently.  Oh that my ways may 

be established to keep Your statutes!  Then I shall not be ashamed when I look upon all Your 
commandments” (Ps. 119:4-6; Cf. Gal. 5:14-26).   

 
2.  It shows us our sins.   

a.  We would not know what sin is apart from the Law:   
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(i)  “What shall we say then?  Is the Law sin?  May it never be!  On the contrary, I would not 
have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting 
if the Law had not said, ‘You shall not covet’” (Rom. 7:7).   

(ii)  “Because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the 
Law comes the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20).   

 
b.  The Law convicts us, humbles us, and engenders a hatred in our hearts against sin.   

(i)  “I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive 
and I died” (Rom. 7:9).   

(ii)  “Hate evil, you who love the LORD, who preserves the souls of His godly ones; He 
delivers them from the hand of the wicked” (Psalm 97:10).   

(iii)  “From Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way” (Psalm 
119:104).   

 
3.  It shows us our need of Christ and of His perfect obedience.   

a.  “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by 
faith” (Gal. 3:24).   

b.  “Wretched man that I am!  Who will set me free from the body of this death?  Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the 
law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin” (Rom. 7:24-25).   

 
4.  It retrains our corruptions.   

a.  By forbidding sin:  “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has 
become guilty of all.  For He who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not commit 
murder.’  Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a 
transgressor of the law” (James 2:10-11).   

b.  By showing us what our sins deserve:   
(i)  The afflictions of this life:  “After all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and our great 

guilt, since You our God have requited us less than our iniquities deserve, and have given us 
an escaped remnant as this, shall we again break Your commandments and intermarry with 
the peoples who commit these abominations?  Would You not be angry with us to the point 
of destruction, until there is no remnant nor any who escape?  O LORD God of Israel, You 
are righteous, for we have been left an escaped remnant, as it is this day; behold, we are 
before You in our guilt, for no one can stand before You because of this” (Ezra 9:13-15).   

(ii)  Though freed from its curse:  “If his sons forsake My law and do not walk in My 
judgments, if they violate My statutes and do not keep My commandments, then I will 
punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with stripes.  But I will not break 
off My lovingkindness from him, nor deal falsely in My faithfulness.  My covenant I will not 
violate, nor will I alter the utterance of My lips” (Psalm 89:30-34).   

 
5.  Its promises encourage us by showing God’s approval and blessings on obedience:   

a.  “The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of the LORD are true; they are 
righteous altogether.  They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; sweeter also 
than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.  Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; in 
keeping them there is great reward” (Psalm 19:9-11; Cf. Lev. 26:1-14).   

b.  “Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), so that it may 
be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:2-3).   

c.  “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5).   
d.  Remember these blessings are not earned by our works, as though we were under the Covenant 

of Works, but they are rewards of grace:  “So you too, when you do all the things which are 
commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have 
done’” (Luke 17:10).   
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6.  It is also a way for us to show the Lord our love and thankfulness for His mercies:  “What shall I 

render to the LORD for all His benefits toward me?  I shall lift up the cup of salvation and call 
upon the name of the LORD.  I shall pay my vows to the LORD, oh may it be in the presence of all 
His people” (Psalm 116:12-14).   

 
C.  What use is the Moral Law to the unbeliever?   

1.  The same in many ways as the believer.   
2.  There are some differences:   

a.  It shows what God requires of them, but they will not submit.   
b.  It convicts them when they sin, though they hate this conviction.   
c.  It shows them their need of Christ, though they don’t want to receive Him.   
d.  It restrains their corruptions, though they resent it.   
e.  They would desire the promised blessings, but for a selfish reason.   
f.  Obviously, they could not keep it out of thankfulness.   

 
D.  If we submit to the Moral Law in these ways, does this mean we are under the Covenant of 

Works?   
1.  If we are trying to earn our own righteousness and justify ourselves before God, then yes.   
2.  But if we are doing it for the reasons listed above, then no.  There is a great difference between 

legalistic obedience and evangelical obedience.   
a.  “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on 

presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of righteousness; but present 
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness to God.  For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under 
grace” (Rom. 6:12-14).   

b.  “Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by 
which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a 
consuming fire” (Heb. 12:28-29).   

 
WCF 19.7  Neither are the formentioned uses of the law contrary to the grace of the Gospel, but do 
sweetly comply with it; the Spirit of Christ subduing and enabling the will of man to do that freely and 
cheerfully, which the will of God revealed in the law requireth to be done.   
VII.  Is the Moral Law contrary to grace?   

A.  If the Law is considered from the standpoint of the Covenant of Works, then yes.  But 
considered from the standpoint of evangelical obedience (as above), then no.   
1.  The law, used in this way, is not opposed to grace, but agrees with it.   
2.  “Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!  For if a law had been given 

which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law” (Gal. 
3:21).   

 
B.  God’s purpose in giving us His Spirit was that we might obey the Law.   

1.  Before, we were rebels against God.   
2.  But He gave us His Spirit to subdue our hearts and cause us to obey.   

a.  “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the 
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put My Spirit within you and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances” (Ezek. 
36:26-27).   

b.  “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares 
the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people” (Jer. 31:33; cf. Heb. 8:10).   


