
 

“The Last State Is Worse than the First” 
(Matthew 12:43-45) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  In Matthew 12, Jesus has been reproving the Pharisees and all the Jews for their unbelief.  They 
weren’t willing to believe that He was the Messiah, even though He had given to them many infallible proofs, many 
signs that He was whom He claimed to be.  What more could He have done?  Think about this for a moment:  If you 
had never seen the president of our country -- you didn’t know what he looked like --, what would he need to do to 
prove to you he was the president?  Could he show you a picture I. D.?  No, because even if it did have his picture 
on it, and it said that he was the president, you still wouldn’t know whether it was genuine or not, because you still 
don’t know what the president looks like or whether his I. D. is forged or real.  What could he do to prove it then?  
You would either need to hear the testimonies of eyewitnesses that you trust, or he would have to do something that 
only the president could do, something that was unmistakable and irrefutable.  That’s what Jesus had and did.  He 
had the testimony of His Father, of John the Baptist and the Scriptures; and He did the things that only Messiah 
could do:  He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, caused the lame to walk, the deaf to hear and the dumb to 
speak; He cleansed the lepers, raised the dead, and He cast demons out of the demon-possessed.  Now this last 
miracle, above all others, proved that He was the Messiah, because in establishing His kingdom in the world, the 
kingdom of the evil one had to fall.  By casting out demons, Jesus showed that He had wrestled with the strong man 
and won.  He was now beginning to plunder his house.  But did these Jews accept the evidence?  A few of them did, 
but most of them did not.  This is why Jesus has been saying to them what He has.  He pronounced condemnation on 
those who blasphemed the Holy Spirit, while He called the others “an evil and adulterous generation,” because they 
would not accept the evidence and submit to God’s purpose for their lives.  This is also why He refused to give them 
any more signs.  They already wouldn’t accept anything He had done.  They were just looking for another reason to 
reject Him.  Instead He gave them a sign of destruction in His resurrection, that after He was raised, He would turn 
to the Gentiles; and a warning that because they had already rejected a great deal of His light and truth, that they 
would be judged more severely in the day of judgment and would even be condemned by those Gentiles that had 
responded righteously to much less light.   
  But now Jesus goes on to tell them something else they could expect, something in this life, because they had 
rejected Him.  He tells them in a very short time, before that generation died, things would become far worse for 
them.  What He tells them is that because they had rejected His truth, they were going to fall into a far worse 
spiritual condition than they already were.  This warning still stands for everyone today.  It tells us that  
 
  If we know God’s will and turn away from it, it will cause us to become more hardened against the truth.   
 
I.  Jesus begins with an illustration of a man who is demon-possessed, who is set free from that possession, but 

then who is later repossessed with more demons who are even more wicked.   
A.  Let’s think about this man for a moment, before we see how Jesus applies this illustration to the situation the 

Jews were in.   
1.  First, we are told that the spirit the man was possessed with was an unclean spirit.   

a.  An unclean spirit is a demon, a fallen angel.  He is called unclean because he has no moral good left in 
him.  He is corrupt and filthy.  When the angels were first created by God, they were good.  At the 
end of the Creation week when God had finished making everything that He was to make, He said 
that everything was very good (Gen. 1:31).  But after the rebellion in heaven, which happened very 
soon after the sixth day, the devil, and all the angels who supported him in that rebellion were cast out 
of heaven and became completely evil.  They lost the Spirit of God, the only One who could make 
them good.  The same thing happened to man when he fell.  He lost the Spirit of God, the source and 
spring of his original righteousness, the One who worked in him to make him good and to make him 
want to do good things.  Fallen man and angels now only want to do the things that are wrong, the 
things that are against God’s Law.  They don’t want anything to do with the holy God, and they 
certainly don’t want to be holy themselves.  They only want evil, because God’s Spirit has departed 
from them.   

b.  These fallen angels are also called spirits, because they are not made out of anything that you can see 
or touch.  They are immaterial, and because of this, they are able to live in a human body the same 
way that our immaterial spirits are able to live in our bodies.   

c.  In this parable, this unclean spirit is living in the same body or house with the man’s spirit or soul.  
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The Bible often refers to our bodies as a place where our souls live.  It is called a house, or a tent, or a 
dwelling place.  In this case, not only was the man’s soul living in that house, but also this unclean 
spirit.   

 
2.  But something happens.  This unclean spirit goes out of the man.   

a.  Why he goes out, we’re not really told.  But after he leaves, he isn’t able to find any other place to go.  
He is like someone wandering in the desert.  He looks for water and for a place to rest, but he doesn’t 
find either.   

b.  In the case of the demon, this means he goes out looking for someone to harass, someone to torment.  
He goes out looking for trouble, to cause more mischief.  He can’t rest unless he is hurting someone 
or doing whatever he can to attempt to frustrate God’s work.   

c.  In the book of Proverbs, we read this warning, “Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not 
proceed in the way of evil men.  Avoid it, do not pass by it; turn away from it and pass on.  For they 
cannot sleep unless they do evil; and they are robbed of sleep unless they make someone stumble.  For 
they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence” (4:14-17).  This really describes for 
us the same wickedness that is in the heart of a demon, because they have the same evil nature that 
unconverted men have.  The only difference is that evil men are held back somewhat in their hearts by 
God’s Spirit, whereas the demons are not.  The Spirit may hold the demons back from doing all the 
evil that they would like to do, but He doesn’t do anything to restrain their hearts.  They’re just as 
wicked and evil as they can be.  Remember the man possessed with the legion?  He was so violent, no 
one was able to pass by on that road.  Demons hate all men and want to destroy them.  They will even 
try to destroy those they’re living in.  Not only did the man with the legion constantly cut and gash 
himself with stones, but after the demons were cast out of him and entered into the swine, the first 
thing they did was kill their hosts by causing the pigs to rush down the bank into the water to drown 
them.   

d.  But there’s a problem.  This demon isn’t able to find anyone to harass, anyone to torment, any evil 
things to do, and so he decides to go back to his house, back to the person he had possessed before.   

e.  When he arrives, he finds that his house is still vacant.  No other spirits had moved in.   
(i)  If Jesus was speaking here about someone who had been delivered through His ministry, he had 

not been converted, for if he had, the Holy Spirit would have been living there.  He would have 
taken up residency there.  And if He had, the house would have been occupied, and there wouldn’t 
have been anything that the unclean spirit could have done to get the Holy Spirit to move out.  But 
the Spirit isn’t there.  The house is “empty, swept, and put in order.”   

(ii)  Notice also that this house isn’t the way he left it.  Evil spirits only know how to destroy.  They 
are not orderly, but disorderly.  Something has happened, which is why we should probably 
assume that this person had been exposed to the Gospel and the common work of the Spirit in 
conviction, and that the unclean spirit had not left because he wanted to, but was forced to leave.  
The person’s life was cleaned up, it was now orderly, but it was still void of the Spirit of God, and 
so he was still lost.   

 
f.  But instead of simply moving back into the house, this spirit first goes out and find seven more spirits 

more wicked than himself.   
(i)  Apparently, even though every spirit is just as wicked as he can be, this doesn’t mean that he is as 

wicked as another.  Some demons appear to have a greater capacity to be evil, even as some saints 
have the ability to do more good than others.   

(ii)  In heaven the saints will all experience different levels of blessedness, and yet all will be as full as 
they can be.  And so also all in hell, all will be as full of evil as they can possibly be, the demons 
included, although there will be some who are more evil than others.  The demons are already in 
hell, which is why they are as full of evil as they can be.   

(iii)  These unclean spirits now all move into the house.  They all possess the man together, and his 
last state, or his condition now that they have moved in, is far worse than it was when he only had 
the one demon.   

 
B.  Jesus says that what is true of this man will also be true of the Jews.  “That is the way it will also be with this 

evil generation” (v. 45).  What does Jesus mean?   
1.  Before Jesus came, the Jews were in darkness.  They were like the man possessed with the unclean spirit.   
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a.  Remember that they had earlier been carried away into exile, into a foreign land because of their 
idolatry, and they stayed in exile for about seventy years.   

b.  But after that the Lord brought revival under Ezra and Nehemiah.  The Jews were allowed to return to 
Jerusalem, to build their wall and their temple, and to begin their worship again, as the Lord was 
preparing to send His Son.   

c.  But quickly after that, they began to fall away from the Lord again.  They married foreign wives, 
which was one of the main reasons they fell into idolatry in the first place.  Those who had money 
began to take advantage of the poor, loaning them money at interest, instead of giving them what they 
needed.  By the time Jesus came, for the most part they had rejected the Gospel of God’s grace, and 
had embraced salvation by the works of the Law.  Their religious leaders were like the blind leading 
the blind into the pit of eternal torment.  They had brought the people under the curse of the Law.   

d.  One of the indicators that the situation was so bad was the fact that there was so much demon-
possession.  Satan had gained a strong foothold among these people.  And this is all the more sad 
when you consider that these were the covenant people of God.   

 
2.  But in the midst of this situation, a light began to dawn.   

a.  John the Baptist came preaching a message of repentance, turning the people from their sins, and 
preparing them for the One who was about to come.   

b.  Then Jesus appeared, bringing the good news that the kingdom had arrived, and going about doing 
good to all, so that, for the most part, all disease and sickness and demon-possession was banished 
from Israel.  Israel, who appeared to have an incurable wound, suddenly seemed to be healed.  The 
demons were cast out and everything was put back in order.   

 
3.  But they rejected their Messiah.   

a.  The religious leaders put Him on trial and condemned Him.  They took Him before Pontious Pilate and 
demanded His execution.  And when He was set before the people by Pilate, with the hope of gaining 
His release, the people of Israel called out for His crucifixion.   

b.  In rejecting Christ, they also lost their only hope of gaining God’s Spirit, and with that hope lost, when 
the evil spirits returned, it was far worse for them than it was at the start.  Their hearts became so hard 
towards God and His messengers, that God sent His armies to Jerusalem and destroyed those 
murderers in 70 A. D., and gave His Kingdom to another nation that would produce its fruit.   

c.  It happened as Jesus said here, “The last state of that man is worse than the first.  That is the way it 
will also be with this evil generation” (v. 45).   

 
II.  Now what are we to learn from this?  We are to learn what I said at the beginning:  The more of God’s 

light that a person has and rejects, the harder his heart will become in this life.  Now I know that this 
sounds frightening, but we need to remember that God doesn’t give us His Word to tickle our ears, but to 
show us the truth.  What we do with it will also be the cause of either softening or hardening our hearts.  
What I would like to do in closing is to consider an application of this principle on a public and personal 
level.   
A.  First, we need to realize that these things can happen corporately, or on a national level.   

1.  Historically, wherever the Lord has given a great deal of light, and has greatly poured out His Spirit, and 
when His light and Spirit have been rejected, He has withdrawn that light almost entirely leaving the 
people in darkness.   
a.  Consider the Jews.  Consider how hard their hearts were when Jesus came.  This is why John was sent 

before Him to prepare His way.  Consider also that nearly two thousand years after their rejection of 
Jesus, for the most part, they still hate Him.  To this day, those who haven’t abandoned supernatural 
religion all together are still laboring under the Old Testament shadows that can never save them.  
They are still blind, and their teachers are blind guides of the blind.   

b.  Consider Europe.  Do you know that in those same countries the Lord sent His great revival during the 
Protestant Reformation, the Enlightenment took place, that movement which rejected the Bible as 
being God’s revelation?  Where did the Reformation begin?  In Germany.  Where did the 
Enlightenment begin?  Also in Germany.  Where did the theological Liberalism begin which has 
destroyed just about every mainline denomination?  Also in Germany.   

c.  Consider New England.  Here is where our Puritan forefathers landed and established the true religion 
of God.  Here was once a mighty force that powerfully promoted Christianity and raised up many 
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colleges for the training of men for the ministry.  But now this same area is one of the most immoral 
and theologically liberal in the United States.  The Colleges that once trained ministers for the Gospel 
ministry, such as Yale and Harvard, still exist, but the men they are turning out these days are in no 
way fit for the ministry.   

 
2.  The Lord has given to this nation as a whole a tremendous amount of light, but we have rejected it as a 

nation, and because we have, the Lord is giving us over in His judgment to hardness of heart.  You know 
that He is.   
a.  Why are we as a nation killing our babies?  Why are the leaders of our nation passing ungodly and 

wicked laws to protect the rights of women and doctors to do this?  Why is homosexuality rampant; 
drunkenness, child abuse, spouse abuse, adultery, fornication, drug abuse, prostitution and 
pornography flourishing?  It’s because God gave us a great light, but we loved the darkness more than 
the light, so He is giving us over to the darkness of our hearts (Rom. 1).   

b.  Why is the church doing so precious little about it, spending most of its time developing new 
theologies that allow us to stay uninvolved with a clear conscience?  It’s because God is giving us 
over.  If we will not live according to the light God gives us, He will take away what light of His we 
have.   

c.  People of God, this passage calls us first of all to pray for the church of God as a whole and for our 
nation.  We cannot afford to sit idly by while this nation sinks down into the pit.  We must not think 
that there is nothing for us to do.  We must not think that because we might be dead before it gets 
really bad that it doesn’t matter.  We must not allow ourselves to think that our new president will be 
able or willing to overcome it by himself.  We must pray.  We must pray that the Lord will open our 
eyes to see our situation and to seek His face, before it’s too late.  There is nothing that is impossible 
for God.  He has told us in His Word, “If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I 
command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, and My people who 
are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” (2 Chr. 7:13-14).  
This must first be done by those who are awake in light, before it will ever happen with those who are 
asleep.   

d.  If you are awake this morning, begin earnestly to seek the Lord.  Jesus told us that when we pray, we 
should ask that His kingdom would come and that His will would be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
He has told us that if we seek Him earnestly, we will find Him.  We need to find Him before this 
nation is forever lost, before it rises up to persecute us or our children for believing and holding to the 
truth.  But more than that, we need to seek Him for this that He might be glorified.  This nation does 
not glorify God, but is full of wickedness and deceit.  May the Lord grant to us a Spirit of prayer, and 
may He be pleased to do great and mighty things for His glory in our generation.   

 
B.  But second, we need to realize that the problem runs even deeper.  It is in our own hearts.   

1.  Why is it that this nation is in the state that it is in?  For the most part, it is because of the weakness of the 
church.  But why is the church so weak?  For the most part, it’s because of the weakness of the people 
who make up the church.  But why are the people so weak?  For the most part, it’s because the people of 
God have not been seeking Him or living for Him, but have been living for themselves.   

2.  Those who call themselves Christians have been turning a deaf ear to the Word of their Lord.  They have 
not listened to Him, or if they have, they have only been listening selectively.  They don’t really care to 
do what God says, and so if they hear what they don’t want to hear, they either go somewhere else where 
they will get what they want, or they will find someone else to preach to them.   

3.  This is a sign of hardness.  It is a sign of judgment.  If we don’t listen to what God tells us and submit to 
it, then the Lord will take what little light we have away as well, and harden our hearts.   
a.  The more light a person is given by God and rejects, the more severe his punishment will be in this 

life.  Peter writes, “For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than 
having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them.  It has happened to 
them according to the true proverb, ‘A dog returns to its own vomit,’ and , ‘A sow, after washing, 
returns to wallowing in the mire’” (2 Pet. 2:21-22).  It is far better not to have know the way of life in 
the first place, than to know it and reject it.  Even the true believer will face greater hardships, for the 
more of God’s Word we know and don’t do, the greater will be our chastisement at the Lord’s hands.   

b.  This stands as a warning to each of us this morning that we do not sit week after week under the 
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preaching of God’s Word and reject it.  We often excuse ourselves by saying, “It’s not really as the 
pastor says.  The Christian life is really much easier than he makes it out to be.  God just wants us to 
go to church and be nice to everyone and not get into too much trouble, and everything will be alright 
in the end.  We really don’t have to do what God says, after all, Jesus did it all, there’s nothing left for 
me to do but believe.  And if I believe, it doesn’t matter what I do or don’t do, I’ll still make it to 
heaven.”   

c.  We need to realize this morning that these are the lies of the enemy.  God means what He says in His 
Word.  He will not hold us accountable for what we think His Word means, but for what it really 
means.  When He tells us that we need to die to ourselves, pick up our crosses and follow Him daily; 
when He tells us that we must hate our father and mother, and husband and wife, and children, and 
even our own lives; when He tells us that we must give up all our possessions to follow Him, or we 
cannot be His disciples, He means it.  Furthermore, if we harden our hearts against these commands, 
instead of falling at the foot of the cross, asking Christ for the strength to do them, then we are in 
danger of falling into this category Jesus warns us of here.  Our last state will be worse than the first.   

d.  If this is the case with you -- whether you are young or old, man or woman, boy or girl, whether you 
profess Christ or not --, you must turn from your sins, call upon the Lord Jesus to set you free from 
this bondage, and ask Him to give you a new heart, a new inclination to do what He calls you to do 
and to be what He calls you to be.   

e.  If you find that you were once very zealous for the things of the Lord, but that your zeal has grown 
cold and that you have become too involved in the things of the world and have left your first love, 
then make this a time of a new beginning.  Every Pilgrim on his way to Mount Zion turns off into 
Bypath Meadows sometimes, but it always leads to Doubting Castle and Giant Despair.  If your feet 
have wandered off the path, and you are now despairing of the goodness and kindness of the Lord, 
may He grant you the grace to get back to where you turned off of the straight path in the first place, 
and start you on your journey again.  May the Lord grant us all the grace to hear and receive His 
Word and not to harden our hearts against it.  Amen.   


