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ce:

JOHN 1:29-36

Church: GRACE Date: 07/27/2014

The Lamb of God
Purpose: To call the attention of believers and unbelievers to Jesus as the Lamb 
of God, and to see what that name should mean to us.

1 Introduction
In Bible times, your name was a big deal
It said something about your character and often your family
Abram to Abraham, Boanerges
Even for us in the last centuries, names often referred to profession
Chandler, Butcher, Baker, Shepherd
Don’t do that anymore – Mr Brainsurgeon, Mrs Webdeveloper
Though some do look at meanings of names and choose one as a desire
One Name never enough to encompass Jesus’ character – 110
Each name tells us something more about Him
So a good way to know Jesus better is to meditate on His names
Man of Sorrows, Friend of Sinners, Immanuel
Today, “The Lamb of God”
The name by which Jesus was introduced at the start of His ministry

John 1:29— The next day he [John] saw Jesus coming to him and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! 

Let me introduce Him to you this morning using this name
Look at Him - the Lamb of God, Who takes away sin!
What does it tell us about Jesus in the light of the Bible?

2 Sacrifice
Primary - John was saying: “Look - the Sacrifice of God!”
A lamb was always among the acceptable offerings to God

Genesis 4:4 —  Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of 
his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for 
Abel and for his offering;

A daily reminder in the burnt offerings of the temple service
Numbers 28:3 —  “You shall say to them, ‘This is the offering by 
fire which you shall offer to the LORD: two male lambs one year 
old without defect as a continual burnt offering every day.

Perhaps most vividly in the Passover:
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Exodus 12:6–7 — ‘You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of 
the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel is to kill it at twilight. 7 ‘Moreover, they shall take some of 
the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. 

Hundreds of thousands of lambs offered to God by men
Since the beginning, every day, every year in the important feasts
Never cleansed sin from the conscience, kept being offered
But look, here is The Lamb of God! One God has specially provided
Jesus will be an offering made by God and to God
Jesus will give up His life, His blood will be poured out
As God’s offering for sin, will achieve more than all lambs of men
His sacrifice will take away the sin of the world! 
His sacrifice will put away all other sacrifices
So pay attention to Him this morning!  Jesus, God’s sacrifice for sin!
But what kind of Sacrifice, Savior would He be?
The name gives us a very clear picture

2.1 Spotless Sacrifice
John was saying: “Look - the sinless Sacrifice of God!”
The lambs for burnt offerings, Passover had to have no blemishes

Numbers 28:3 —  “You shall say to them, ‘This is the offering by 
fire which you shall offer to the LORD: two male lambs one year 
old without defect as a continual burnt offering every day.

Not the blind, lame, sick, deformed, but perfect
When John called Jesus “the Lamb of God,”
It meant Jesus was spotless, unblemished, perfect

1 Peter 1:17–19 —  If you address as Father the One who 
impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct 
yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things 
like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished 
and spotless, the blood of Christ.

He was righteous, morally perfect, pure of heart
No one would find a single sin He ever did
They would never find witnesses with a valid accusation
Because Jesus had no sin
To put it another way - He had no cause of death within Himself
He had to be perfect, sinless, so He could die for others, for you
Of course, He is and always has been the perfect 2nd person of Godhead
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But He had to live blamelessly under the Law as the man Christ Jesus
He had to do this to save you
His sacrifice was not like any that came before
His blood was not just any blood
God offered up a perfect life, poured out precious, priceless blood
So infinitely precious it could save a countless multitude
And this is implicit in His name, “The Lamb of God”
No flaws or imperfections, able to save the likes of you and me.
Look at Him!  The Spotless Lamb of God!

2.2 Submissive Sacrifice
John was saying: “Look - the submissive Sacrifice of God!”
Would Jesus fight and struggle against oppression on earth?
Would He give His life in armed combat, a sacrifice, a casualty of war?
Would He free Israel from Roman tyranny?
No – He offered no resistance to His captors

Isaiah 53:7 —  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did 
not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like 
a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His 
mouth.

Told His disciples to put away their (2!) swords, healed servant’s ear
Yielded Himself to His enemies
Would not defend Himself before the authorities

Matthew 27:11–14 —  Now Jesus stood before the governor, 
and the governor questioned Him, saying, “Are You the King of 
the Jews?” And Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 12 And while 
He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He did not 
answer. 13 Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear how many 
things they testify against You?” 14 And He did not answer him 
with regard to even a single charge, so the governor was quite 
amazed.

The battle Jesus had to fight was not in this realm
He had to overcome the Prince of Darkness to set his captives free
To do that He had to be spotless first to be their righteousness
Then He had to cancel their debt to God’s Law, by dying on the cross
This was God’s will, and He had to be submissive to it
He therefore had to be submissive before the authorities of this world
Even though He could have called 12 legions of angels to rescue Him
But the Scriptures had to be fulfilled
Or Satan would not be defeated
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There would be no Sacrifice of God to save anyone.

Look at Him! The submissive sacrifice of God
See Him willingly submit to His Father’s will
Offering no resistance to Jews & Romans so that you might be saved
See the Creator nailed to a cross by His creatures
As God offers up His Son to be your Savior!

2.3 Substitutionary Sacrifice
John was saying: “Look - the substitutionary Sacrifice of God!”
We know what a substitute is 
Someone who comes in to do what you can’t do
Soccer – Neymar crippled and couldn’t play – someone else stepped in
Lamb of God contains the idea of substitution
That Jesus stepped in to do for us what we could never do

Isaiah 53:4–8 — Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our 
sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through 
for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The 
chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging 
we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us 
has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity 
of us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, 
And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not 
open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken 
away; And as for His generation, who considered That He was 
cut off out of the land of the living For the transgression of my 
people, to whom the stroke was due? 

All the OT sacrifices carried with them the idea of substitution
Of the death of a spotless, submissive one that had done no wrong
To provide blood to cleanse the sinner, whose life is forfeit
So the Lamb of God was destined to take our place, 
Put on the filthy rags of your sins and own them before God
Assumed responsibility for them
Bore in His body and in His soul their just punishment
Received the wages from God that they deserved 

Look at Him! The substitutionary Sacrifice of God!
God offering up His Son to die in your place so you might be set free
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See Him on the cross?  It’s for you!
It’s your fault! It’s my fault! We should have suffered Hell, not Him!
Yet Jesus pours out His lifeblood for you, in your place
This is my body, which is for you
He endured Hell in our place. 

2.4 Saving (Redeeming) Sacrifice
John was saying: “Look - the Sacrifice Who buys you back for God!”

Deuteronomy 9:26 — “I prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord God, 
do not destroy Your people, even Your inheritance, whom You 
have redeemed through Your greatness, whom You have brought 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 

The Passover Lamb redeemed (bought) Israel back for God
They were slaves in Egypt and God bought them for Himself

We are born the possessions of Satan, the “strong man armed”
Willing slaves of his rule
But the blood of The Lamb redeems Satan’s slaves for God

1 Peter 1:17–19 —  If you address as Father the One who 
impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct 
yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things 
like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished 
and spotless, the blood of Christ.

He gave His life so that He might own yours
So that He might set you free from sin and Satan to be His slave

Look at Him! The saving Sacrifice of God – the Redeemer!
Paying the price to set miserable prisoners free
See Him paying the price for you
You are not your own as a Christian – He bought you, you are His
[Some here are still Satan’s slaves. You think you are free!
But you have no freedom – you are not free to stop sinning
I challenge you to try to stop, and you will see how free you are
You’ll see pride, jealousy, malice, envy, lust, anger quickly come out
You’ll see your hatred and contempt for God in a matter of moments!
You can’t stop sinning, and you don’t want to
If you think you are free without Jesus, you are a fool! (Bible)
You need Him to redeem you if you want to know true freedom]
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3 So What?
John introduced Jesus to Israel:
Look! The Lamb of God!
God’s Spotless, Submissive, Substitutionary, Saving Sacrifice!
I want to introduce Him to you who haven’t met Him yet
Look! God’s Spotless, Submissive, Substitutionary, Saving Sacrifice 
Will you receive Him as such? He is reaching out to you today
It’s an offense not to shake an offered hand on earth
What about when Jesus offers you His hand of salvation & fellowship?
Don’t you want to know Him? What reason to say “no”?
No one else can set you free, save you.
Will you take His hand? 
Don’t turn your back on Him, but on your sin – He can free you!

Believers, let me re-introduce you
Look at Him! The One God offered up for you!
Spotless for you
Submissive for you
Substituting for you
Paying the price to save you, to own you & to set you free to serve Him
Look – the Lamb of God, Who takes away your sin!
Don’t you want to know Him better
Don’t you want to serve Him better?
Come to Him then, gratefully take His hand of fellowship
Live in the light of His character as the Lamb of God

4 Safety?
One last word…
Soft and cuddly lamb.  Jesus is safe. Right? Yes, for a time
Didn’t come to destroy people but to save
BUT, He is The Lion of Judah – He will come in anger and wrath
He will come as Judge
Will vent His fury on those who have rejected Him to keep sinning 
We will look at this next time
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