
“The Kingdom Advances” 
(Acts 5:12-16)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered the account of Ananias and Sapphira.   
a.  Their sin:   

(i)  Their selling some land and pledging to give the proceeds to the needs of 
the brethren.   

(ii)  But how they held back part of the price for themselves, while saying 
that they were giving it all.   

 
b.  The indictment of their sin:   

(i)  How Peter knew what they were doing.   
(ii) How he knew what was in their heart:  pride and greed.   
(iii)  How he also knew what ultimately motivated them:  Satan.   

 
c.  And finally, God’s judgment on their sin.   

(i)  That the Lord struck them both dead on the spot, without any trial.   
(ii)  How they were immediately taken out and buried.   

 
2.  This reminded us that though things seemed perfect in the early church, they 

weren’t.   
a.  We’re not to expect perfection this side of heaven.   
b.  As the church continued to grow, so did the problems.   
c.  There will always be tares among the wheat, the children of the devil sown 

among the children of light.   
d.  As well as sin in the hearts of God’s people.   
e.  Knowing this helps us make sense of the things that happen in the church.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But now how do you think this would affect the progress of the Gospel?   
a.  You’d think it might stop the Gospel in its tracks.   
b.  But it didn’t.   

(i)  Not only did their deaths not hinder the progress of God’s work, it 
actually advanced it.   

(ii)  Hypocrisy can harm the church’s witness and stifle its growth – if it goes 
unaddressed and unpunished.   

(iii)  But when it is dealt with righteously, it can actually promote its witness 
and growth – in the same way disciplining our children helps them to 
grow.   

(iv)  Not all of God’s signs and miracles were those of mercy, some were of 
judgment.   

(v)  But even these served to promote His glory.   
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(vi)  God is holy, and when He shows Himself to be holy, it strikes holy fear 
in the hearts of men.   

 
2.  This evening, I want us to look at two things:   

a.  The continuing work of our Lord through His church.   
b.  And the continuing effects of that work in His kingdom.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord continued to work through His church.  “At the hands of the 
apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the people” (v. 12).   
1.  The Lord continued to confirm His Word through signs and wonders.   

a.  They were of two sorts:  judgment and mercy.   
(i)  The death of Ananias and Sapphira was an act of judgment, but they were 

also signs pointing to God.   
(a)  They revealed His holiness:  those who approach must be hold.   
(b)  They revealed His justice:  He will not overlook offenses.   
(c)  And they showed He was present.   
(d)  In a certain sense, this kind of miracle was more effective to advance 

the cause of Christ – at least at certain times.   
 

(ii)  But there were far more signs pointing to God’s mercy.   
(a)  As we’ll see in a few moments.   
(b)  The same was true in our Lord’s ministry:  His acts of mercy far 

outweighed His acts of judgment.   
 

b.  Both really are necessary:   
(i)  Judgment brings holy fear.   
(ii)  But mercy brings hope of deliverance from that fear.  (“’Twas grace that 

taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved,” Amazing Grace).   
(iii)  Both point us toward the Lord.   
(iv)  But we’d all admit, if justice was displayed more than mercy, it might 

bring despair.   
 

2.  These miracles were done and they were done openly.   
a.  No one could deny them.   
b.  They all knew in whose name they were done.   
c.  And so they advanced God’s kingdom.   
 

B.  Second, the Lord’s work through His church brought about several good results.   
1.  First, it brought unity:  “They were all with one accord in Solomon's portico” (v. 

12).   
a.  The church was held together through God’s work.   

(i)  The believers met in the Temple, in Solomon’s porch (a cloister probably 
on the Eastern side of Herod’s Temple), for prayer, worship, for teaching 
and fellowship.   

(ii)  Apparently the rulers didn’t stop them, because they feared the people.   
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(iii)  They met there and were all in one accord:   
(a)  Of one mind:  desiring to know God, to know His truth, thinking the 

same thing.   
(b)  They were of one intent and purpose:  to advance the knowledge of 

God among the Jews, to continue the work of Christ.   
 

b.  The death of Ananias and Sapphira didn’t drive them apart or make them turn 
on the apostles.   
(i)  It humbled them for their own sins and brought them all together.   

(a)  Seeing judgment poured out makes you think of your own guilt and 
need of God’s mercy.   

(b)  It tends to humble you, not make you proud.   
 

(ii)  The same happened when God showed His justice in the OT.   
(a)  The death of Korah, Dathan and Abiram brought fear.   
(b)  Fear brought humility.   
(c)  Humility brought them together.   
(d)  It’s pride, the idea that we’re better than others, that drives us apart.   
 

(iii)  Also, when hypocrites are put out of the church, it doesn’t weaken the 
church:   
(a)  It strengthens the church.   
(b)  It’s only when we tolerate hypocrisy that the church is weakened.   
(c)  Church discipline is a blessing.   

 
2.  Second, it brought respect:  “But none of the rest dared to associate with them; 

however, the people held them in high esteem” (v. 13).  These signs also 
affected those outside the church.   
a.  It made them afraid:  they didn’t want to associate with them.   

(i)  Literally, this means they weren’t brave or bold enough to join them.   
(ii)  This holy fear of the Lord’s people was one of the ways the Lord was 

protecting them.   
 

b.  But it also made them respect these believers.  
(i)  They were criminals in the eyes of their spiritual and temporal leaders.   
(ii)  But this holy fear gave them a greater esteem for them:  God was at work 

in their midst, and they knew it.   
(iii)  When God is at work among His people, it often causes the world to pay 

attention.   
 

3.  Third, it brought growth:  “And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of 
men and women, were constantly added to their number” (v. 14).   
a.  Church membership increased:  more were added to the church.   

(i)  Ananias and Sapphira’s example didn’t scare them away, but invited them 
in by way of holy fear.   
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(ii)  The miracles of mercy convinced them that God was inclined to be 
merciful if they would repent.   

 
b.  From all these conversions it almost appears as though more were saved than 

not.   
(i)  But those on the narrow road are always fewer than those on the broad.   
(ii)  The vast majority of Jews were still unconverted.   
(iii)  However, the number of the elect was still large:  thousands were being 

converted.   
(iv)  Luke even notes for the first time that there were multitudes of women 

being converted as well.   
 

c.  More and more were responding to the Gospel:   
(i)  Not all were true believers; many were confessing the faith because of 

fear or because it was popular to do so.   
(ii)  Persecution would later winnow some of these out later.   
(iii)  But the kingdom was advancing.   

(a)  It’s interesting that the ministry of our Lord seemed to produce 
relatively little fruit in the way of conversion:  there were 500 to whom 
Jesus appeared, and 120 in the upper room .   

(b)  But His was a ground-breaking and planting ministry.   
(c)  Now the Spirit waters and gives life and the apostles are harvesting.   
(d)  In the same way, when we don’t see many conversions, it may be that 

the Lord is simply using us to break ground, plant and water for a 
future harvest.   

 
4.  Finally, the Lord’s work was bringing response:   

a.  We see the response of the people within the city:  “To such an extent that 
they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and 
pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any one 
of them” (v. 15).   
(i)  Many were brought to the apostles to be cured.   
(ii)  Those in Jerusalem brought their sick, laid them in the streets on cots and 

pallets, so that Peter’s shadow might touch them.   
(a)  Peter’s shadow – it must have healed them, otherwise they wouldn’t 

have been doing this and Luke would have rebuked the procedure.   
(b)  Jesus said those who believed in Him would do greater works (John 

14:12).   
 
(iii)  Later, we’ll see people receiving miracles from Paul handkerchiefs 

(19:12).   
(iv)  Things like this may have led to relic worship, but it was faith in Christ 

that healed them, not any virtue in Peter’s shadow or Paul’s handkerchiefs.   
 

b.  We see the response of the people from the surrounding cities:  “Also the 
people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, 
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bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were 
all being healed” (v. 16).   
(i)  Those in the cities around were coming and being healed from sickness 

and unclean spirits.   
(ii)  Through these acts of mercy and the preaching that accompanied them, 

many were brought to the Lord.   
(iii)  The Lord continued to extend His hand in signs and wonders.   
(iv)  It was again as it was in Jesus’ day:  people were coming from all over 

to be healed, demons were being cast out, all of them were being healed.   
(v)  This again showed the presence of the kingdom of God and its 

advancement.   
(vi)  And it shows us the difference between the so-called faith healers of 

today and what was happening in those days:  they were all healed.   
(vii)  Again, when God is at work among His people, it causes the world to 

pay attention.   
 

c.  Things are not always like this in the church, but when God extends His hand 
to save, they are.   
(i)  This is what we should be desiring in the church.   
(ii)  These are the fruits we should want to see:  unity, fear, growth, response.   
(iii)  Let’s set our hearts to seek the Lord for these mercies and ask that He 

might use us to glorify His name in advancing His kingdom, either in 
breaking ground or in bringing in a harvest.   

(iv)  Certainly, He is worthy of our best efforts.  Amen.   


