
“The Just Shall Live by Faith” 
(Romans 1:17) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  We have seen Paul’s desire to come to the Romans.   

1.  He wanted to come and minister his gifts to them.   
2.  He also wanted them to minister their gifts to him.   
3.  But He also wanted to preach the Gospel to them and others to obtain fruit.   
 

B.  Paul was under an obligation to do so.   
1.  He was obligated by the fact that God called him to this.   
2.  But he was obligated by a debt of love – God’s to him, his to God, and his to 

God’s people.   
 

C.  But he had a conviction that helped to keep his eagerness from being quenched:  
He was not ashamed of the Gospel.   
1.  Fear is a powerful barrier that can keep us from sharing the Gospel with others.   

a.  The fear of speaking with others.   
b.  The fear of their thinking we are some kind of gullible fanatics.   
c.  The fear of being rejected by them and by those who are close with us.   
d.  It can create some embarrassment.   
 

2.  But Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel.  Why not?   
a.  It is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.   
b.  It is the way God saves people from their sins, from judgment.   
c.  It is the only way that He does so.   
d.  So Paul was not afraid to tell others about it.  His love to God and to man 

compelled him.   
 

3.  But he goes on now to fill out this idea a little more.   
a.  He was not ashamed of the Gospel because God revealed His righteousness 

in it.   
b.  This righteousness, he says, is revealed from faith to faith.   
c.  This was true even in the Old Covenant, as he quotes from Habakkuk, “But 

the righteous man shall live by faith” (Hab. 2:4).   
d.  What I want us to see this morning is a little more about how faith plays a 

role in our salvation – how we are justified by faith, how the Gospel reveals 
not only how God is righteous, but how He provides righteousness for us 
through Jesus Christ.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel because the righteousness of God was 
revealed in it.  But how is it revealed?  How does the Gospel show us that God is 
righteousness or just?  It does so in at least two ways:   
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1.  It shows us first that He is righteous.   
a.  He doesn’t take sin lightly – we sometimes do, but God doesn’t.   

(i)  To Him it is infinitely hateful.   
(ii)  He cannot allow anyone to enter into His presence who is tainted even 

with the least amount of it.   
(iii)  He must punish all sin.   
(iv)  The Gospel shows us what kind of God He is – a righteous God who 

cannot overlook sin.   
 

b.  But He also insists on righteousness.   
(i)  Only those who are righteous may live with Him.   
(ii)  Being free from guilt is not the same.   
(iii)  A person must keep the Law perfectly, he must be obedient.   
(iv)  The Gospel shows us that God is One who takes obedience seriously.   

 
2.  But it also shows us the righteousness He provided, so that He might be 

righteous and still save sinners.   
a.  Since God is righteous, and since He has also determined to save sinners, the 

Gospel shows us what God did to take care of the sin problem.   
b.  He has provided an objective righteousness – a righteousness outside of 

ourselves, as Luther said, an alien righteousness.   
(i)  For God to be righteous and let sinners into heaven, sin must be atoned 

for.   
(ii)  Righteousness or obedience must also be given.   
(iii)  God has provided both in His Son.  Jesus obeyed and He died to provide 

it.   
(iv)  This is the only righteousness He will accept.   
 

c.  But He has also provided a subjective righteousness.   
(i)  It wouldn’t do to provide cleansing and clothing if there is no change in 

the sinner.   
(ii)  The sinner cannot remain a rebel and be ready for heaven.   
(iii)  And so God provides His Holy Spirit to change the heart, to make it 

conform to His will.  He grants love.   
 

B.  God shows us in the Gospel how He has provided a way for us to be both 
objectively and subjectively righteous through Jesus Christ.  But He also shows us 
how to receive this righteousness in the Gospel – through faith!  “For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the 
righteous man shall live by faith.”   
1.  Faith is the means or the way this righteousness is given.   

a.  Notice the repetition of the word “faith” – from faith to faith.   
b.  This could mean several things, but the most likely is this:   

(i)  This righteousness comes from faith as its beginning and continues to the 
end by faith.   

(ii)  We obtain this righteousness from faith, and it is completed by faith.   
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(iii)  In other words, salvation is from first to last of the Lord.   
(iv)  Faith is the looking away from ourselves and our own works to Christ’s.   
(v)  It is a trusting in Him and His righteousness to save us and not in the 

things we do.   
(vi)  It is all of God and none of us.  Faith looks to Christ alone.   
(vii)  And so salvation is from its beginning to its end a work of God.   

 
2.  And once this righteousness is given, it brings life – eternal life.   

a.  Paul writes, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.”   
b.  Again the idea is by faith and not by works.   
c.  This was true of the Old Covenant saints as well as the New.   
d.  This not only means that the saint will live his life by faith in God.  It also 

means that he gains eternal life.   
e.  This life is not the kind of life we already have, but that which we didn’t – 

eternal life – freedom from sin and the eternal damnation of hell, and the 
right to eternal happiness and blessing in heaven.   

f.  This is the righteousness of God revealed in the Gospel through faith.   
 

III.  Application:  The most pressing question this passage asks is – do you have faith?   
A.  Our righteousness is not enough.   

1.  Not only do we come into the world already sinners, we only sin once we are 
here.   

2.  God says our best works are only filthy rags.   
3.  We are not acceptable to Him in ourselves.  This is humbling, but true.   
 

B.  He will accept only Christ’s righteousness.   
1.  If He could accept us as we are without Christ, He wouldn’t be just.  He also 

wouldn’t have needed to send Christ.   
2.  But He is just.  He needed to send His Son.  He can’t deny Himself.   
3.  Only Christ is acceptable to Him, and if we are to be acceptable to Him, we 

must trust in Him.   
 

C.  And so, do you believe in Jesus Christ?   
1.  Not just that the facts are true.   
2.  Do you believe what the Bible says about Jesus Christ is true and are you 

trusting in Him for His righteousness?  He is the only way.   
3.  He saves from first to last, not only from the guilt of sin, but also from its 

power.  If you are freed from the one, you will also be freed from the other.   
4.  This doesn’t mean we won’t still struggle with sin, because we will.  But it does 

mean that it won’t have dominion over us; we won’t practice it willingly.   
5.  If you haven’t trusted in Jesus, I would invite you to do so now.  The Bible says 

that everyone who believes on Him will be saved, will have eternal life (John 
6:40; Acts 10:43).  Believe in Him now and receive His salvation.  Amen.   


