
”The Incomprehensible Love of Christ” 
(Ephesians 3: 14-21 1 

Introduction: The illuminating power of the Spirit is necessary to 
discern the beauty of God. A blind man may know about color, but 
doesn’t really experience it unless he sees it. So we may know of it 
and not experience it apart from the Spirit. We also need the Spirit 
to experience its depths. 

Paul first prayed that they might know God through the hope of His 
calling, His inheritance, and His power. Now he prays that they might 
know His love behind the grace. 

And what I want you to see this evening is, 

The love of Christ for His own is so great that the Spirit’s work 
of illumination is necessary for you to begin to comprehend it. 

I. Paul Prays for the Spirit’s Illumination. 

A. Context. 
1. He began to pray in verse 1. 
2. He then digressed to affirm God’s intention. 

a. By sending them an inspired apostle. 
b. To reveal His wisdom to the angels. 

3 .  He now resumes that prayer. 

B. He Kneels to Seek the Father. 
1. Because He is the apostle to the Gentiles. 

a. Paul was uniquely set apart. 
b. Paul takes seriously the charge. 

2. He assumes a posture of humility. 
a. He earnestly seeks God for their benefit. 
b. His kneeling shows his humility before God. 

(il In ourselves we deserve nothing. 
(iil By God’s grace, we come boldly. 

(iiil Yet with reverence. 

3 .  To seek the Father’s blessing upon them. 
a. He directs his prayer to the Father. 

(il He is Christ’s Father. 
(iil And our’s by covenantal union. 

b. Christ taught His disciples to pray. 

4. From whom all fatherhood derives its name. 
a. The word actually means fatherhood. 
b. God is the archetypal father. 
c. It is as our’s should be. 

(il God is the eternal Father. 
(iil He loves more perfectly than earthly fathers. 

(iiil In Him we find a model. 
(a) Physical/covenantal. 
(bl Spiritual/covenantal. 
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C. That the Saints Would Be Strengthened. 
1. According to the riches of His glory. 

a. There are degrees of blessing and blessedness. 
b. Paul appeals to the superlative. 
c. As a starving man needs to eat meat. 

2. By the agency of the Spirit. 
a. The Spirit communicates Christ’s benefits. 
b. He is the channel of all God’s blessings. 
c. The spiritual bond uniting us to Christ. 

3 .  In their souls. 
a. The inner regenerated man. 
b. That which is renewed day by day ( 2  Cor. 4: 16). 
c. Regeneration takes place in the soul. 
d. Corruption yet remains in the soul. 
e. It is the seat of spiritual transactions. 
f. That is why he asks God to empower them there. 

4. This is the indwelling of Christ. 
a. Christ dwells in your hearts. 
b. By the instrumentality of faith. 
c. In the person of the Holy Spirit. 

(il Explained by the doctrine of the Trinity. 

(iiil Where One is, they all are <Rom. 8:9-lo>. 
(iil They all share the same substance. 

d. This is not a prayer for their regeneration. 
e. But that Christ would richly dwell in them. 
f. So he prays specifically for the purpose, . . . 

11. That They May Know the Love of Christ. 

A. First to Attain to an Understanding of That Love. 
1. Having been rooted and founded in love. 

a. Like a well-established tree. 
b. Or like a well-founded building. 
c. To be established in love. 

(iil And our love for God. 

(ivl It is a love not quickly shaken. 

(il Our love for the saints. 

(iiil In experiencing it, we apprehend Christ’s. 

2. Along with all the saints. 
a. Along with the rest of God’s people. 
b. Particularly the Jews. 
c. Because love is exercised in community 

(il It is a mark of discipleship. 
(iil It is the fruit of the Spirit. 

3 .  To understand its dimensions. 
a. Paul describes it in spatial terms. 
b. To impress upon us its immensity. 
c. The same describe God’ s infinity <Job 11 : 7-9>. 

4. And to experience it personally. 
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a. To know it is to experience it. 
b. It is the love which Christ has for His own. 
c. It is discernible only by the spiritual man. 

5. That which is beyond human comprehension. 
a. Christ’s love surpasses human understanding. 

(il Christ is infinite in His divine nature. 
(iil Therefore His love is infinite. 

(ivl If we could, Paul would not need to pray. 
(iiil We are finite, we cannot comprehend it. 

b. But we can know something of it. 
(il We experience it to various degrees. 

(iil There are exceptional revelations. 
(a) 

(bl When in our darkest moments it breaks through. 

When the contemplation of the cross greatly 
warms our affections. 

(iiil There are times when it seems to vanish. 
(a) Discipline for sin. 
(bl When He desires we seek Him more fervently. 

B. That They Might Be Filled to the Fullness of God. 

1. His presence is a matter of degrees. 
a. A true Christian is never void of the Spirit. 
b. Any sin can grieve the Spirit. 
c. The means of grace increases the degree. 

2. Paul prays they would experience His fullness. 
a. The goal: the fullness of God’s presence. 
b. This fullness resides in Christ. 
c. By our union with Him, in us as well. 
d. It is not our deification. 
e. But fuller manifestation of God’s presence. 
f. Filled with Christ means filled with all God has for us 
g. But it is progressive. 

Conclusion: 

1. Paul prays that they would have a greater measure of the Spirit. 
2. That His divine illumination would reveal Christ’s infinite love. 
3 .  Do you sense Christ’s love in your lives? 
4. Or are your sins choking out the Spirit’s ministry? 
5. May God grant you to forsake all that quenches the Spirit. 
6. And may you experience a greater revelation of the love of 

Christ . 


