
 

“The Importance of the Resurrection” 
(1 Corinthians 15:1-28) 

 
Introduction:  This morning our minds and hearts are irresistibly drawn to an event which happened almost 2000 
years ago, an event so significant that it changed the whole course of human history, an event which is still 
affectionately remembered by Christians around the world.  That event, of course, was the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the raising again of His dead body to life, after He had been cruelly tortured and put to death on a 
cross.  Now, why is it that we remember this event?  Why is it that we never want to forget it?  Why has it been held 
so steadfastly in the memories of all faithful Christians since it happened so long ago?  The reason is that without the 
resurrection, there would be no salvation, there would be no deliverance from sin, but only the certain expectation of 
judgment in hell for time without end.  This is what I want for us to focus on in this passage this morning, the fact 
that 
 
  If Christ had not been raised from the dead, there would be no salvation.   
 

I.  Now first, in order to help us understand all that Christ did to bring salvation, Paul gives us a summary of the 
Gospel.  He tells us in verses 3-4, “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures.”   

A.  Paul begins by telling us that this is the most important message that he could possibly give us.  It is of first 
importance.  Why?  Our salvation from God’s judgment for our sins depends upon it.   

1.  What is that message?   
a.  First, it is that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, second, that Christ was buried, and third, that 

Christ was raised again on the third day.   
b.  I would remind you that Paul is addressing this message to those who were professing Christ at Corinth.  He is not 

saying that Christ died for everyone’s sins.  What he is saying is that if you have embraced Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior, He died for your sins.   

 
2.  Here, in a nutshell, is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Gospel of grace.   
a.  It is not difficult to understand.  It is so simple that even a child can comprehend it.   
b.  But, in order that we might better understand how it reveals the rich grace of God, it would be good for us to think 

about why it was the Jesus needed to do what He did.   
 
B.  We should first ask the question, Why did Christ need to die for sinners?   
1.  Simply put, He had to die so that God could forgive them.   
a.  The Bible says that all men are sinners.  Paul writes in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God.”   
b.  Why are they sinners?  It is because they were born that way.  When Adam fell in the garden, he plunged the whole 

human race into sin.  Again, Paul writes, “By the transgression of the one the many died” (5:15), “By the 
transgression of the one, death reigned through the one” (v. 17), “Through one transgression, there resulted 
condemnation to all men” (v. 18), and, “Through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners” (v. 19).   

c.  This is why you never need to teach your children how to do the wrong things.  They do these things automatically.  
This is also why it is so often difficult to teach them to do the right things.  They are sinners, and so are we.  And 
because we are, we will sin.   

d.  But the problem is that sin, any sin, even the least sin, is enough to condemn a person to eternal damnation.  Paul 
writes, “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).  What kind of death?  Certainly physical death, for everyone 
will die someday.  But much more seriously, spiritual death.  Spiritual death not only results in a person’s living a 
life of rebellion against the Lord, so that everything they do is sin, but it also ends in eternal damnation.  But isn’t 
that too severe a punishment for just any sin?  No.  Every sin that a man commits against God is an infinite sin, 
because it is committed against an infinitely holy and worthy Being.  Therefore it deserves infinite judgment, which 
is why the Lord will condemn men on the day of judgment to everlasting punishment.   

e.  So then, if all men are born in sin, and all they do is sin, how can they ever save themselves?  The answer is they 
can’t.  But if they can’t save themselves, then how will they be saved?  If any are to be saved, God must save them.  
And the way He did it was by sending Christ.   

f.  The Bible tells us that God sent His Son into the world, the One who is eternally the second person of the Triune 
God, by uniting Him to a human nature.  He was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary and was born of her, yet 
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He had no sin.  He grew up, taught and preached for about three and a half years regarding the kingdom of God, and 
lived a perfect life according to God’s Law.  And when His work was completed, He prepared to do His last and 
greatest act of obedience:  to offer Himself as a sacrifice for sin.   

g.  He rode into the city of Jerusalem, while the crowds cried out, “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21:9).  But by the end of the week, their praise 
turned to curses, as Jesus was betrayed by one of His disciples, delivered into the hands of His enemies, condemned 
to death by Pontius Pilate, and then given over to be crucified.  He was put through one of the most excruciatingly 
painful deaths possible.   

h.  Many have pointed out what Jesus must have had to endure on the cross.  But that which caused Him the greatest 
pain was not the stripes laid on His back, it wasn’t the crown of thorns on His head, it wasn’t the nails driven 
through His hands or feet, nor was it the length of time He hung on the cross.  Rather, it was the pain of having the 
sins of His people laid upon Him, it was the pain of becoming a curse for them, it was the pain of suffering the 
Father’s wrath against those sins, as He hung on the cross.  The Lord Jesus cried out on the cross, “My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt. 26:46).  This is what was most painful to Him.  The perfect fellowship 
which He enjoyed with the Father since His birth was broken.  When the sins of His people were laid to His account, 
the Father turned His face of blessing from Jesus, for He is of too holy eyes to behold sin, and instead revealed His 
face of holy wrath against sin.  And yet, even during this time of the Father’s wrath, He knew that the hand which 
was punishing Him still loved Him, for Jesus said, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”   

i.  And when His suffering was over, when the debt to God’s justice was paid, His fellowship was restored.  All that was 
left was for Him to die.  And so the Lord Jesus said, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit” (Luke 24:46).  
And having said this, He bowed His head and died.   

j.  Jesus died to save His people.  He bore their sins in His body on the tree.  And God accepted His suffering in their 
place, for Jesus is infinitely more valuable than any number of sinners.  Now God had the just basis upon which to 
save His people.  Now God’s justice could be vindicated for all whom He had already forgiven, for He was 
forgiving them on the basis of what Jesus was to do on the cross.   

 
2.  But let us not forget that in His death, Jesus not only freed His people from the guilt of their sins, He also freed them 

from its power.   
a.  With the removal of guilt comes the gift of God’s Spirit to take away their desire for sin, and to give them a love for 

holiness.   
b.  This change the Spirit makes in them causes them to hate sin more and more, and to love righteousness more and 

more.  It delivers them from the dominion of sin, that they might walk in newness of life.  Jesus not only frees His 
people from the consequences of their sins, but also from its power now.   

 
C.  But His death is not all that Paul tells about in our text.  After Christ died on the cross, He was also buried.   
1.  When they came to Jesus to break His legs to speed His death, so that the prisoners might die before the Passover, 

they found that He was already dead.   
2.  And when Joseph of Arimathea, a secret disciple of Jesus for fear of the Jews, saw this, he came to Pilate and asked 

for His body.  And after Pilate ordered it to be given to him, he took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and 
laid it in his own new tomb, which had been carved out of a rock, in order to fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah, “His 
grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with a rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, 
nor was there any deceit in His mouth” (Isa. 53:9).  Jesus had been crucified between two thieves, one of whom 
repented and believed while on the cross.  But in His death, He was with a rich man, Joseph of Arimathea.   

3.  He was buried that He might fulfill prophecy, that He might be in the bowls of the earth for three days.  The Lord 
had told the Pharisees, when they had asked Him for a sign, “An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; 
and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND 
THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth” (Matt. 12:39-40).  He also told His disciples, “The Son of Man is to be delivered into 
the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three days later” (Mark 9:31).   

4.  But He was also buried to finish His humiliation.  For the salvation of His people, He not only became a man, lived 
the life that the Lord requires of all men, and died to pay for the sins of His people, He also was buried and was 
under the power of death for three days, that He might overcome death for them.   

 
D.  And this He did on the third day, when He rose again, according to the Scriptures.   
1.  As we read this morning, on the first day of the week, which was the third day since the death and burial of Christ, 

Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away, and Jesus’ body was gone.   
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2.  She then ran to tell Peter and John what she had found, and they too came and looked into the tomb and saw that He 
was missing.   

3.  But after they went away, as Mary stayed there and wept by the tomb, she again looked inside and saw two angels.  
They asked her why she was weeping.  She said it was because someone had taken away her Lord, and she didn’t 
know where they had laid Him.  But when she had said this, she turned around and saw Him.  At first she didn’t 
know it was Him.  But when He said her name, she recognized Him.  Jesus was no longer dead.  He was standing 
before her alive.  He had risen from the dead on the third day, just as He said.   

 
II.  But now let us consider the resurrection of Christ?  Why has it remained in the memory and affections of 

God’s people for nearly 2000 years?  Why is it so important?  The answer is:  If Christ had not been raised 
from the dead, then nothing else He had done would do anyone any good at all.   

A.  Look at what Paul tells us would have happened if Christ had not been raised.   
1. Apparently, there were some among the Corinthians who were saying that there was no resurrection.   
a.  Just like today, there were some who did not believe that the dead could, or ever would be raised.   
b.  But Paul says to them, Let’s think this through.  If there is no resurrection, then even Christ has not been raised.  But 

if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching will do no good, for we are preaching a Christ who is alive, who has 
risen, a Christ to believe in for everlasting life.  If He has not been raised, then not only are we liars, but your faith is 
worthless, your sins have not been forgiven, and those who have already died among you trusting in Christ have not 
been saved, but have perished eternally.  If this is the case, if we are hoping in something which has not really 
happened, then we are the most miserable people on earth and are to be pitied, for we are undergoing persecution 
and suffering and hardship for trusting in Christ, when we will still share the same destruction with the wicked in 
hell.   

 
2.  Paul says that if Christ was not raised, then everyone is lost, and those who have trusted in Christ are the most to be 

pitied, for they are suffering now, hoping for heaven, but will end up in hell like the rest.  If Christ is not raised, then 
there is no salvation.   

 
B.  But, he reminds them, Christ has been raised from the dead.   
1.  The grave could not hold Him.  Death could not keep Him.  He broke the bonds of death and overcame it, to save 

His people.   
a.  When Jesus came into this world, He not only came to do everything that His people needed to do to be saved, He 

also came to suffer all the consequences which their sins deserved:  God’s wrath on the cross, and the power of 
death.   

b.  But Jesus needed to overcome this as well.  He could not have continued under the power of death, and still have 
saved us from it.  Remember, that everything Jesus did, He did for His people, for those who would believe in Him.  
The life that He lived, He lived in their place.  The death that He died, He died in their place.  And the death that He 
conquered, He conquered for them.  If Jesus had not done all these things, then His people would have no hope of 
life at all, but only the certain expectation of judgment.   

c.  But Jesus did rise from the dead.  Death could not hold Him.  And this is important for two reasons:   
(i)  First it means that the Father has accepted Christ’s work on behalf of His people.  If the Father had left Christ in the 

grave, then that would be the same as saying that He deserved to die.  But Christ’s resurrection is His vindication 
from the Father that Jesus is who He said He was, and that He has done what He said He would do.   

(ii)  But it also important because it means that those who have trusted in Jesus will also be raised from the dead.  Paul 
says that He is the first-fruits of those who are asleep (1 Cor. 15:20).  Adam brought death to all men, but the second 
Adam, Christ Jesus, will bring resurrection and life to all who trust in Him (vv. 21-22).  Jesus not only raises the 
souls of His people from spiritual death to spiritual life by His Spirit, but one day He will also raise their dead bodies 
from the grave.  This will happen, Paul tells us, at the end of time, after He has subdued all His enemies under His 
feet.  The last enemy which He must subdue is death.  He has already defeated death once and for all when He rose 
from the dead.  But one day He is coming to put an end to it for all time, when He raises His saints from the dust, 
and transforms them, and those who are yet living, into the likeness of His own glorious and glorified body.   

 
d.  This, friends, is the importance of the resurrection.  If it had not happened, if Christ had not been raised, then there 

would be no hope, there would be no life, there would be no salvation from the consequences of our sins, but only 
damnation.   

 
2.  The only question remaining this morning is whether or not you have received this life of Christ, whether or not you 
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are in Him and will participate in His resurrection.   
a.  Throughout this sermon, I have said that what Jesus did, He did for His people.  He came into this world for them, 

He lived for them, He died for them, and He was raised for them.   
b.  But the question I ask you now is whether or not you are one of His people, whether or not you are one of His sheep.  

What He did, He did for them, and for no one else.   
c.  Was Christ raised for you?  Ask yourself these questions?  Do you believe in Jesus?  I don’t mean do you believe 

that the facts about Him are true, but are you trusting in Jesus to save you?  Are you turning from all your sins, not 
just some of them, but all of them?  Do you hate sin?  Do you love righteousness?  Are you growing in your 
obedience to Christ, are you becoming more like Him?  Do you love God?  Do you love Christ?  Do you love His 
people, those who are being recreated in His image?  Do you love the things which have to do with God, His Word, 
His Church, His commandments?   

d.  If you can search your heart and honestly say yes to these things, then rejoice, for the things which Christ has done, 
He has done for you.  Christ lived for you, He died for you, and He was raised for you.  His resurrection is your 
resurrection.  Be thankful then, and renew your commitment with Him this morning to die to sin and to live as one 
who has been raised from the dead to do nothing else but to serve Him in newness of life.   

e.  But if these things are not true of you this morning, then please listen carefully to this warning.  Jesus said that many 
would come to Him on the day of judgment and claim to be His children.  But He will reject them and tell them, “I 
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness” (Matt. 7:23).  No one is saved simply by believing 
the facts about Jesus.  No one is saved merely by having their heart stirred by the story of Christ and of His 
resurrection.  The only ones who are saved are those who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for their salvation, who 
forsake all sin, and who pursue holiness of life.   

f.  If you realize this morning that you are without Christ, then reach out and take hold of Him now, believe in Him, 
trust in Him, yield yourself fully to Him.  The Lord says that if you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, you shall be 
saved!”  But if you are unwilling to trust in Him, then may the Lord have mercy on you, and graciously open your 
eyes to your need of Him.  May the power that He exerted to raise Christ from the dead also be exerted upon your 
heart to raise you from the slumber of spiritual death, and to give you spiritual life.  Amen.   


