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Grace OPC High School Sunday Class Topic Summary 
Year:     1 of 4  Date:  Weeks 1-4 
Quarter: 1 of 4 Theology 
Lesson Title: The Holy Scriptures 
Lesson Purpose: To examine the doctrine of Scripture so that we understand what it is, 

where it came from and how, together with its authority, completeness and 
its uses 

1. Lesson 1 
q God has revealed Himself to us generally through nature and more explicitly and specifically 

through His Word. 
q Without His Word, we could not have known His will and the way of salvation 
q His Word serves several other purposes also 
q It comprises 66 books given by inspiration and called the canon (rule) of Scripture 
q It does not include the books of the Apocrypha, though the Roman church accepts them. 
q The church did not create the canon of Scripture but recognized it with the aid of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Lesson 2 
q All Scriptures are inspired of God (plenary inspiration).  The Holy Spirit is the agent. 
q The very words used in the original tongues were inspired (verbal inspiration) 
q Inspiration does not mean dictation 
q The Written Word is a mysterious product of the divine and the human and in this and other 

ways resembles Christ, the Living Word 
q Because Scriptures are fully and verbally inspired, the original manuscripts were also inerrant in 

all areas upon which they touch – and we have access to remarkably preserved copies of the 
originals 

q Nevertheless, to grant ready access to the Word of God, it is to be translated into the languages 
of peoples around the world.  We have warrant to do this since Christ and the Apostles made 
free use of a translation (the Septuagint) in their ministries. 

3. Lesson 3 
q The authority of Scripture does not rest on any man or on any organization but on God alone.  

He is Truth and cannot lie and He tells us this is His Word and we are to obey it. 
q Scripture contains many internal evidences that it is God’s Word and could not be man’s work 
q Nevertheless, a full assurance of its authority and infallibility come through the witness of the 

Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer, as he or she sets the Scriptures to the test of experience. 
q God has completed His revelation in His Word and nothing should be added to it 
q The work of the Holy Spirit is necessary to a saving understanding of Scripture 
q In some areas, where God’s Word does not give specific rules, we are to proceed on the basis 

of general rules in the Bible, the light of nature and Christian prudence. 

4. Lesson 4 
q The essential truths of faith and practice contained in the Scriptures may be understood by the 

unlearned 
q Each believer is obligated to study the word and interpret it for themselves and not to depend on 

any human agency as a final authority in Biblical interpretation 
q The interpretation of the harder passages of Scripture is to be obtained by reference to the 

simpler passages that deal with the same subject. 
q In view of its inspiration, inerrancy and authority, the Bible is our final rule and the judge by 

which all controversies in the church are to be resolved. 

5. Further Reading 
The Inspiration and Authority of Scripture. René Pache.  Moody Press.  ISBN 0-8024-4091-6 
The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible. B. B. Warfield 


