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Grace OPC High School Sunday Class Teaching Notes 
Year:     1 of 4  Date:  09/14/2003 
Quarter: 1 of 4 Theology 
Lesson Title: The Holy Scriptures - Part 3 
Lesson Purpose: To examine where the authority of Scripture comes from, and how we can 

know that the Scriptures are indeed the Word of God 
 

1. Introduction 
What did we see last week about the Holy Scriptures? 

q All Scriptures are inspired of God (plenary inspiration)  
q The very words used in the original tongues were inspired (verbal inspiration) 
q Inspiration does not mean dictation 
q The Written Word is a mysterious product of the divine and the human and in this way resembles Christ, the Living 

Word 
q Because Scriptures are fully and verbally inspired, the original manuscripts were also inerrant in all areas upon which 

they touch – and we have access to remarkably preserved copies of the originals 
q Nevertheless, to grant ready access to the Word of God, it is to be translated into the languages of peoples around the 

world.  We have warrant to do this since Christ and the Apostles made free use of a translation (the Septuagint) in their 
ministries. 

This week we are going to look at where Scripture gets its authority from, and how we can 
know that it is the Word of God 

2. What Does the Authority of Scripture Depend on? (WCF 1.4) 
We have been learning about the inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture 
We have seen that it is given as the complete rule for faith and life  
Does Scripture have this place and this authority because your Sunday School teacher says so? 
Because your parents or your Pastor tell you?  Because the church says so? 
In other words, does the authority that Scripture has depend on these mere human declarations? 
The answer, of course, is that the authority of Scripture rests entirely on God, Who is Truth 
itself and cannot lie.  We do not look to any man or any organization to tell us about the 
authority of Scripture.  God claims that this is His Word and that we are to receive it as such:  

2 Peter 1:19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of 
all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an 
act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  
2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training 
in righteousness;  
1 John 5:9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, 
that He has testified concerning His Son.  
1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God 
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which 
also performs its work in you who believe.  

3. How do we know that the Scriptures really are God’s Word? (WCF 1.5) 
How can we know that this book is truly God’s Word (other than the fact that it says it is)? 

3.1. The Testimony of the Church 
We may indeed be helped by the Testimony of the Church, which is the pillar and support of 
the Truth; one purpose of the church is to hold up and defend the Scriptures as the Word of 
God. 

1 Timothy 3:15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the 
household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.  
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3.2. The internal evidence of the Bible 
The Bible gives many internal proofs that it is God’s Word: 
The heavenliness of its contents.  It is exactly what we would expect to find if an infinite and 
Almighty, Spiritual Being were revealing Himself to finite creatures using their language.  It 
contains exalted descriptions of the heavenly and the spiritual realm.  These are not found in 
human creations, even those of a “spiritual” nature. 

Isaiah 6:1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of 
His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, 
and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, 
Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.” 4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled 
at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  
Daniel 10:5 I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a certain man dressed in linen, whose waist was 
girded with a belt of pure gold of Uphaz. 6 His body also was like beryl, his face had the appearance of lightning, 
his eyes were like flaming torches, his arms and feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his 
words like the sound of a tumult. 7 Now I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, while the men who were with me did not 
see the vision; nevertheless, a great dread fell on them, and they ran away to hide themselves. 8 So I was left 
alone and saw this great vision; yet no strength was left in me, for my natural color turned to a deathly pallor, and 
I retained no strength. 9 But I heard the sound of his words; and as soon as I heard the sound of his words, I fell 
into a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground.  
1 Corinthians 15:50 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does 
the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will 
have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. 55 “O 
DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of 
sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Revelation 1:12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe 
reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash. 14 His head and His hair were white like 
white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has 
been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held 
seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its 
strength.  

The efficacy of the doctrine.  The Bible alone gives a reasonable explanation for the cause and 
purpose of created things.  It accurately diagnoses the condition of the human heart and 
explains how this situation came about.  It reveals who God is and what He is like – His anger 
and justice, His grace, love and mercy and His plan of salvation.  It indicates something of 
God’s plans for the future.  When practical trial is made of these teachings, they are found to be 
totally trustworthy.  There is no human work of which this can be said. 

Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!  
1 Peter 2:6 For this is contained in Scripture: “Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And 
he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.”  

The majesty of the style.   There is a glory and majesty in the very style of the Scriptures that 
cannot be imitated in human writings. 

Isaiah 53:1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For He 
grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty 
That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and 
forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He 
was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet 
we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His 
scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the 
LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.  
John 17:1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom 
You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 “I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You 
have given Me to do. 5 “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before 
the world was.  

The consent of all the parts.  They all agree together.  Scripture was written by about 40 
different writers over some 1500-1600 years.  Yet there is complete agreement between them 
(including a remarkable fulfilling of prophecy), and a consistency of understanding and 
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agreement that could never be true of a human effort, even by less writers working at the same 
time! 
The scope (purpose, goal) of the whole (which is, to give all glory to God).  If this were a 
human production, it would not seek to give all glory to the creator but at least some would go 
to the creature.  Yet Scripture describes man as wicked, corrupted, helpless and hopeless – 
entirely dependent on the grace and mercy of God for salvation.  

Isaiah 42:8 “I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.  
Romans 11:36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.  

The full discovery it makes of the only way of man’s salvation.  It tells us everything we need 
in order to be saved.  Nothing that is necessary has been left out.  The Divine remedy for the 
sinfulness of man fully meets the need of his desperate situation.  It is the only possible answer 
to the problem of sin. 

Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
Psalm 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD gives grace and glory; No good thing does He 
withhold from those who walk uprightly.  
2 Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that 
His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of 
Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through Me.  
Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given 
among men by which we must be saved.”  
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  

The perfection of it.  It has a perfection and glory about it, and an absence of error, that is not 
found in human writings 

Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise 
the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; 
they are righteous altogether. 10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than 
honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.  

3.3. The Witness of the Spirit 
But the full assurance that this is God’s authoritative and infallible Word comes as the Holy 
Spirit (who wrote it, and who lives in all believers) testifies in God’s people that this is the 
Word of God.  

1 John 2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.  
1 John 2:27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for 
anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it 
has taught you, you abide in Him.  
1 Corinthians 2:10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the 
depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in 
him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  

“The Scriptures to the unregenerate man are like light to the blind. They may be felt as the rays 
of the sun are felt by the blind, but they cannot be fully seen. The Holy Spirit opens the blinded 
eyes and gives due sensibility to the diseased heart; and thus assurance comes with the 
evidence of spiritual experience. When first regenerated, he begins to set the Scriptures to the 
test of experience; and the more he advances, the more he proves them true, and the more he 
discovers of their limitless breadth and fullness, and their evidently designed adaptation to all 
human wants under all possible conditions.”1  

4. The completeness of God’s revelation (WCF 1.6) 
The revelation that God has given us of Himself, His purposes and His way of salvation is 
complete.  Nothing can or should be added to what has been given us in His Word. 

                                                
1Hodge, A., Hodge, C., & Hodge, A. (1996). The confession of faith : With questions for theological students and Bible classes. With an 
appendix on Presbyterianism by Charles Hodge. Index created by Christian Classics Foundation. (electronic ed. based on the 1992 Banner of 
Truth reprint.). Simpsonville SC: Christian Classics Foundation. 
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2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training 
in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  

This can only be true if Scripture is complete 
Galatians 1:8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 
preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to 
you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!  
Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and 
are of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy 
temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.  

The Apostles and Prophets laid the foundation of the Church – we do not keep laying a 
foundation but get on with building the structure. 

2 Peter 1:3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through 
the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  

He has given us everything we need for life and godliness  
Revelation 22:18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which 
are written in this book.  

As John pens the last book given in the New Testament, these are the words of the last verses.  
We are not to add anything to Scripture or put anything alongside it as equal. 

5. The Illumination of the Spirit 
Nevertheless, due to the blindness of sin, fallen man can only understand Scripture in a saving 
way if the Holy Spirit illuminates his mind and gives him the ability to do so.   

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.  
1 Corinthians 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  
2 Corinthians 4:3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  
 

6. What to do when God’s revelation does not give specific details 
Although God’s revelation is complete, in some areas it is general rather than specific.  In the 
areas where the Word is more general in dealing with issues, we are to use whatever general 
rules Scripture may contain, the light of nature and Christian prudence (sanctified common 
sense!).  For example, we know the elements of Biblical worship (prayer, preaching, public 
reading of Scripture etc.) and that our worship is to be done decently and in order but Scripture 
does not contain a precise template for an order of worship. 

7. Conclusions 
q The authority of Scripture does not rest on any man or on any organization but on God 

alone.  He is Truth and cannot lie and He tells us this is His Word and we are to obey it. 
q Scripture contains many internal evidences that it is the Word of God and could not be a 

human production 
q Nevertheless, a full assurance of its authority and infallibility come through the witness 

of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer, as he or she sets the Scriptures to the test 
of experience. 

q God has completed His revelation in His Word and nothing should be added to it 
q The work of the Holy Spirit is necessary to a saving understanding of Scripture 
q In some areas, where God’s Word does not give specific rules, we are to proceed on the 

basis of general rules in the Bible, the light of nature and Christian prudence. 


