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The book of Isaiah, as you know, deals with the imminent exile of Israel and 
Judah for their idolatry and breaking of God’s covenant.  God had espoused Judah to 
Himself, but she had forsaken Him, and had joined herself with faithless Israel and Syria.  
She no longer relied on the Lord for her strength.  Because of this, He was going to take 
the land away from them and give it to the Assyrians to make a wilderness of it.  This 
then would reflect the spiritual condition of His people, since, for the most part, they had 
abandoned Him in their hearts.  They no longer desired to be a holy people, but went out 
after the world.  But as we read chapter 34, we see that it’s not only Judah who should be 
concerned.  In that chapter, the Lord announces His judgment on all the nations.  Isaiah 
writes, “Draw near, O nations, to hear; and listen, O peoples!  Let the earth and all it 
contains hear, and the world and all that springs from it.  For the Lord’s indignation is 
against all the nations, and His wrath against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed 
them, He has given them over to slaughter.  So their slain will be thrown out, and their 
corpses will give off their stench, and the mountains will be drenched with their blood.  
And all the host of heaven will wear away, and the sky will be rolled up like a scroll; all 
their hosts will also wither away as a leaf withers from the vine, or as one withers from 
the fig tree” (vv. 1-4).  In language that sound very much like that of the Second Coming, 
the Lord forewarns of judgment on the nations.  We need to remember that the Lord’s 
judgment didn’t fall just on His own people – even though it seemed as though it did 
because they had the greater privileges – it fell on all the nations that broke His 
commandments.  This may be one of the reasons why the Lord is bringing us to war with 
the Islamic nations.  He has allowed them to attack us to judge us for our sins, but He 
may, at the same time, have planned this to bring judgment on them for their sins through 
our retaliation.   

But notice in chapter 34 that He especially singles out Edom, perhaps as an 
example of what He is intending to do to the nations.  Zion has a legal cause.  The nations 
have trampled down God’s people long enough.  Now the Lord will bring vengeance 
upon them.  Notice the language the Lord uses in His prediction of judgment against 
Edom.  He speaks of turning their once fertile and prosperous land into a desert waste.  It 
almost sounds as if He is turning it into the fiery pit of hell.  Isaiah writes, “For My sword 
is satiated in heaven, behold it shall descend for judgment upon Edom, and upon the 
people whom I have devoted to destruction.  The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, it 
is sated with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams.  
For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Edom.  Wild 
oxen shall also fall with them, and young bulls with strong ones; thus their land shall be 
soaked with blood, and their dust become greasy with fat.  For the Lord has a day of 
vengeance, a year of recompense for the cause of Zion.  And its streams shall be turned 
into pitch, and its loose earth into brimstone, and its land shall become burning pitch.  It 
shall not be quenched night or day; its smoke shall go up forever; from generation to 
generation it shall be desolate; none shall pass through it forever and ever.  But pelican 
and hedgehog shall possess it, and owl and raven shall dwell in it; and He shall stretch 
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over it the line of desolation and the plumb line of emptiness.  Its nobles-- there is no one 
there whom they may proclaim king – and all its princes shall be nothing.  And thorns 
shall come up in its fortified towers, nettles and thistles in its fortified cities; it shall also 
be a haunt of jackals and an abode of ostriches.” (vv. 5-13).  Judgment was about to fall 
on Edom and all the nations.  But more importantly, something quite similar was about to 
fall on Judah, which would make it into a wasteland.   

Isaiah uses contrasts throughout his prophecy.  He often speaks of terrible 
judgment before he speaks of restoration.  Judgment is coming – as we’ve seen, it’s not 
only coming on the nations, but on Judah herself.  But the reversal of that judgment is 
also coming through the Gospel, through the good news of Christ.  In the middle of this 
dark prophecy of gloom for Judah and for the nations, the Lord again shines a light:  the 
light of Jesus Christ.   

What I want us to look at this evening again is the ministry of Christ as it’s 
predicted in the Old Testament prophecies, to see the glorious blessings He was bringing 
with Him.  The main thing I want us to see is that the Lord here promised that He would 
pour out of His Spirit to set His people again walking in the right direction:  the direction 
of separation and obedience.  What we will see this evening are more of the positive 
effects of Christ’s ministry.  First, we will see how it is pictured as turning the wilderness 
of their spiritual condition into a paradise; second, we will see the Lord of glory Himself 
revealed,; third, we will see what it was He was coming to do; fourth, how He was going 
to bring it; and lastly, what the result would be for the Lord’s people.   

First, let’s consider the transformation of the their spiritual wilderness into a 
paradise.  Isaiah begins by picturing the land of Judah as a wilderness as a wasteland, 
because of the exile, but that is about to change.  Isaiah writes, “The wilderness and the 
desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it will 
blossom profusely and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy.  The glory of Lebanon will 
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon” (vv. 1-2).  God is known in Israel as a 
God of reversals.  The psalmist writes, “He changes rivers into a wilderness, and springs 
of water into a thirsty ground; a fruitful land into a salt waste, because of the wickedness 
of those who dwell in it.  He changes a wilderness into a pool of water, and a dry land 
into springs of water” (Ps. 107:33-35).  He turns the fruitful land into a desert because of 
the sins of those who live in it.  But in His mercy, because of His gracious promise 
through the covenant, He also restores and turns them back.  This is what would take 
place in Judah.   

But what was it that was going to bring this about?  It was the coming of the Lord.  
Isaiah continues, “They will see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God” (v. 2).  
Now certainly there are different ways that the Lord reveals His glory to His people.  
Sometimes He does it by bringing judgment through foreign armies.  But in this case, He 
does so by coming to bring it personally.  In those days, He was referring more 
immediately to His judgment on Assyria and Babylon for the oppression they would 
bring upon His people.  He would come and set them free.  But He was also looking 
beyond this event to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we will see.  God was about 
to reveal His glory and majesty in the face of His Son.   

We know this, thirdly, because of what was going to happen when the glory of the 
Lord was revealed.  There would be encouragement, strength, and deliverance from 
oppression and affliction.  Isaiah continues, “Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the 
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feeble.  Say to those with anxious heart, ‘Take courage, fear not.  Behold, your God will 
come with vengeance; the recompense of God will come, but He will save you.’  Then 
the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  Then the 
lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb will shout for joy” (vv. 3-6).  
Though the first part of this fits fairly well with the exile, the last part doesn’t.  It 
describes the healing ministry of the Messiah.  When John was imprisoned by Herod, 
because he was preaching against his adultery, he appears to have begun to wonder about 
whether Jesus was the Messiah or not.  And so he sent messengers to Him.  Luke tells us, 
“And when the men had come to Him, they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to You, 
saying, “Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?”’  At that very time 
He cured many people of diseases and afflictions and evil spirits; and He granted sight to 
many who were blind.  And He answered and said to them, ‘Go and report to John what 
you have seen and heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have the gospel preached to them.  And 
blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me’” (Luke 7:20-23).  The signs showed 
that He was the Messiah, because this is what Isaiah said He would do when He came.  
Of course, far more importantly than healing them physically, He was also showing them 
that He had the power to do these things spiritually as well.  He was the One through 
whom the spiritually blind would see, the lepers cleansed, the deaf hear, the crippled 
walk, the dead be raised again to life, and the poor would be made rich, and all through 
the Gospel.  But what about the coming of the Lord with vengeance to save them and to 
pay back their enemies?  What was He talking about here?  With regard to the exile, the 
Lord was referring to the Assyrians.  At the time of Christ, He was referring to the one 
behind the Assyrians and every other evil thing:  the devil.  It’s true that in Christ’s day, 
His people were enslaved to Rome, but they weren’t their real enemies:  the devil was.  
He had gained control of the leaders of the people.  The hearts of most of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees were under his control.  Jesus told the Pharisees, “You are of your father 
the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father” (John 8:44).  But the Lord was 
coming to destroy this enemy and to set His people free forever by taking away that by 
which he had a hold on them:  their sin and corruption.  He was about to take away their 
guilt and free them from God’s judgment.  He was about to pour His Spirit into their 
hearts and give them a love for righteousness, instead of the things of the devil.  He was 
about to crush the devil’s head on the cross and pull out his teeth, by satisfying God’s 
justice on their behalf.  But again notice to whom this promise is directed:  the exhausted, 
the feeble, those with anxious hearts.  The Lord didn’t set out to comfort those whose 
unrepentant sin led to this exile or this spiritual declension, but rather to those who were 
weary in their battle against their sins and the enemy of their souls; those who were 
anxious regarding whether or not they would win.  To these He sends encouragement and 
strength, and the message, “Take courage, fear not.  Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance; the recompense of God will come, but He will save you” (v. 4).  Christ was 
coming to destroy the works of the devil, but to save His people from their sins.   

And so we see that the Lord was about to turn the spiritual wilderness of His 
people into a spiritual paradise by coming in the flesh to destroy their enemy.  Fourth, 
how was He going to do this?  The answer is by His Holy Spirit.  Christ was anointed 
with the Spirit without measure.  It was by the Spirit He performed His miracles.  It was 
by the Spirit He preached the Gospel.  It was also by the Spirit He would strike down His 
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enemy and the enemy of His people.  The Spirit is often pictured as water in the 
Scripture, and this appears to be how He is seen in this prophecy of Isaiah.  Isaiah writes, 
“For waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in the Arabah.  And the 
scorched land will become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of 
jackals, its resting place, grass becomes reeds and rushes” (vv. 6-7).  The Spirit of God 
would be poured out on the land, transforming it from a spiritual desert to an oasis, as we 
saw at the beginning.  In Christ’s day, the Spirit was poured out in revival.  After He 
ascended into heaven, He again poured out of His Spirit to promote the work of His 
kingdom throughout the world.  This is what we need today in this land.  We are also a 
spiritual desert in need of the showers of the Spirit from heaven to transform this country 
into that which honors the Lord.   

Lastly, what would the result be for God’s people.  Well very briefly, the results 
would be salvation, sanctification, safety, and everlasting joy.  Isaiah says that a highway 
would be built in the desert.  Roads were ordinarily not built in the deserts, but in the 
fertile land, where there were cities.  But the Lord was going to build one here, because 
He was going to transform this desert, one on which those who were unclean could not 
walk, but only those who were cleansed by the blood of Christ.  He says, “The redeemed 
will walk there” (v. 9).  This is the narrow path that leads to life (Matt. 7:14).  It will be 
called the “Highway of Holiness,” because only those who are holy will walk on it.  But 
this too is what the Lord provides for His people through Christ.  Those who walk on it 
will be safe.  The Lord will not allow any lion on it or any vicious beast.  In Christ, our 
souls will be kept safe from our spiritual enemy.  And it will eventually lead us to Zion, 
to the heavenly mountain, and to everlasting joy and peace in the presence of God.  Even 
as the Lord made a road for the captives of Zion to return there, so He has provided a 
road to heaven in Christ.   

People of God, we need to see this evening that Christ is the answer to all of our 
spiritual problems.  He turns our spiritual dryness into an oasis.  He opens our eyes, 
unstops our ears, heals our spiritual uncleanness and lameness.  He pours out of His Spirit 
into our souls, saving us from our enemies, keeping us safe from the enemy of our souls, 
bringing us safely to heaven, where we will be perfectly filled with the Spirit’s joy and 
peace for all eternity.  These are the effects of Christ’s ministry, and all we have to do to 
receive them is only trust in Him.  May the Lord grant us the grace to do so throughout 
our whole lives and be received safely in the end into heaven.  Amen.   


