
“The Greatness of God’s Kingdom” 

(Mark 4:30-34) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Jesus has used several analogies to show us how the kingdom progresses in the 

world.   

a.  We must sow the Word like seed in the ears of our friends and family 

members.   

b.  We must shine His truth into the dark minds of our neighbors.   

c.  We might not fully understand how the Lord will work, but we do know that 

He has promised to work when and where He pleases – we just need to be 

faithful in doing our part.   

 

2.  Remember that He hasn’t left us without encouragement.   

a.  It’s true that the majority of those who hear will reject His Word.   

(i)  They may reject it immediately.   

(ii)  Or they may receive it and fall away when the price becomes too high.   

 

b.  But there will be those who will whole-heartedly receive it.   

(i)  Whose hearts the Spirit has prepared.   

(ii)  Who will bear fruit.   

(iii)  And so the kingdom will advance.   

 

c.  Don’t forget as well His promise both to equip and reward you.   

(i)  He has promised to reveal His truth so that you will have something to 

share with others – so make sure you listen and learn.   

(ii)  He has also promised that the more you give, the more you will receive 

back from Him – so make sure you share a lot.   

 

B.  We come now to the last in this series of kingdom parables:  the Mustard Seed.   

1.  Jesus tells us now how large and powerful the kingdom will become.   

a.  It will begin very small – like a mustard seed.   

b.  But it will grow very large – eventually filling the earth and becoming the 

greatest of all kingdoms.    

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider two things.   

a.  First, the fact that the kingdom of heaven begins small but becomes very 

large.   

b.  And second, that its influence also begins small but eventually becomes very 

great.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the kingdom begins small but will eventually fill the earth.   
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1.  Jesus represents the kingdom in this parable as something that begins small.   

a.  As a mustard seed.   

(i)  He calls it the smallest of all the garden seeds.   

(ii)  There may be smaller seeds, and there may be seeds that grow into 

proportionally greater trees, but this would be the smallest garden seed in 

use in those days.   

 

b.  The kingdom did begin small.   

(i)  It began with that handful of men and women looking for the consolation 

of Israel:  for the coming of the Messiah.   

(ii)  It began with Jesus and the small group of disciples He called to Himself.   

 

c.  At the end of His ministry, it was still relatively small.   

(i)  In Jesus’ lifetime, it seems to have grown to about five hundred – the 

number who saw Him between His resurrection and ascension.   

(ii)  Considering how many millions of Jews there were in Palestine and 

throughout the world at that time, this could hardly be considered large.   

 

2.  But Jesus said it would become very large.  “When it is sown, it grows up and 

becomes larger than all the garden plants” (v. 32).   

a.  We really see it take off in the book of Acts.   

(i)  Before His ascension, He commissioned His disciples to take the Gospel 

to the ends of the earth.   

(ii)  He gave them more of His Spirit that they might have the power to do so.   

(iii)  At the first preaching of the Gospel at Pentecost, 3000 men were 

converted.   

(iv)  At the second preaching (the healing of the lame man) another 5000 

were brought into the kingdom.   

(v)  When Paul was later commissioned, the Gospel reached the whole 

Roman Empire.   

 

b.  Since the days of the apostles, the kingdom has continued to grow.  It has 

literally reached around the globe.   

(i)  It’s true there are still many people groups to be reached, but it’s still far 

larger today than the days of its humble beginning in first century 

Palestine.   

(ii)  This is exactly what the Lord promised would happen:   

(a)  In the days of Solomon, who wrote, “May he also rule from sea to sea 

and from the River to the ends of the earth” (Ps. 72:8).   

(b)  In the days of Nebuchadnezzar, who saw in his dream, “The stone that 

struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth” 

(Dan. 2:35).   

(c)  This kingdom will be more extensive than any kingdom before it:  

more than the Babylonian, Assyrian, Persian, Roman, Napoleonic, 

British, or German Empires.   
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(d)  When it is fully grown, it will be larger than all of the garden plants – 

the kingdoms of this world.   

(e)  The kingdom began small but will become very large.   

 

B.  What is true of its size is also true of its influence:  it also began small, but it will 

eventually dominate the world.   

1.  Let’s not forget there were two reasons Jesus came into the world.   

a.  The first was to save His people:  the angel said to Joseph regarding Mary, 

“She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 

people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).   

b.  But the second was that He might rule this world.  The Lord said through 

Isaiah the prophet, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; 

and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There 

will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of 

David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness from then on and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts 

will accomplish this” (9:6-7).   

c.  Jesus came to rule the world, and He has been ruling it since His death, 

resurrection and ascension.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “But He, 

having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE 

RIGHT HAND OF GOD” (10:12).   

 

2.  How much of an influence will His kingdom have?  The author to the Hebrews 

continues, “[He] SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, waiting from 

that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS 

FEET” (10:12-13).   

a.  The Father not only promised to give Him the people He saved; He also 

promised to bless His rule, extend His kingdom and to bring all His enemies 

into subjection to Him.   

b.  Christ’s kingdom will fill the whole world, bringing every one into 

subjection to Him – it will exert much more of an influence than any of the 

preceding kingdoms.   

(i)  Paul tells us that everyone in the world will eventually kneel before Him.   

(a)  Because Jesus humbled Himself, “God highly exalted Him, and 

bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the 

name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).   

(b)  There’s no reason to think this is referring only to the final judgment – 

it seems to have in view the present situation where there are those in 

heaven, hell and on the earth.   

(c)  The psalmist writes, “Because of the greatness of Your power Your 

enemies will give feigned obedience to You.  All the earth will worship 

You, and will sing praises to You; they will sing praises to Your name” 

(Ps. 66:3-4).   
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(ii)  Paul tells us that during Jesus’ reign, all His enemies will be subdued 

under Him, “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His 

feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is death” (1 Cor. 15:25-26).   

(a)  Paul tells us that the Father will subdue all His enemies under His feet 

– but also that the last enemy subdued is death.   

(b)  But death, he tells us at the end of the chapter, won’t be vanquished 

until He returns.   

(c)  That means that all His other enemies will be subdued before He 

comes again – they will either be converted or submit for other reasons 

(give feigned obedience).   

(d)  What will this look like?   

(1)  Every nation will serve Him:  we read in Daniel 7, “I kept looking 

in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like 

a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days 

and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, 

glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every 

language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which 

will not be destroyed” (vv. 13-14).   

(2)  Every king will worship Him, “All the kings of the earth will give 

thanks to You, O LORD, when they have heard the words of Your 

mouth.  And they will sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the 

glory of the LORD” (Ps. 138:4-5).   

(3)  All nations will learn from Him, “Now it will come about that in 

the last days the mountain of the house of the LORD will be 

established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above 

the hills; and all the nations will stream to it.  And many peoples 

will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that He may teach us 

concerning His ways and that we may walk in His paths.’  For the 

law will go forth from Zion and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem” (Isa. 2:2-3).   

(4)  And as the nations submit to His ways, the Lord will grant 

worldwide blessing:  Isaiah continues, “And He will judge between 

the nations, and will render decisions for many peoples; and they 

will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into 

pruning hooks.  Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and 

never again will they learn war” (v. 4).   

 

(e)  This is what Jesus has in mind where He says, “Yet when it is sown, it 

grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large 

branches; so that THE BIRDS OF THE AIR can NEST UNDER ITS 

SHADE” (v. 32).   

(1)  The Lord used this same imagery of a tree with birds nesting in its 

shade to describe Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom (Dan. 4).   
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(2)  It was also a world-dominating empire that brought under its 

protective shade all the kingdoms of the earth.   

 

(f)  What we see here is the fulfillment of the command the Lord issued to 

all the leaders of mankind in Psalm 2, “But as for Me, I have installed 

My King upon Zion, My holy mountain. . . .  Now therefore, O kings, 

show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth.  Worship the 

LORD with reverence and rejoice with trembling.  Do homage to the 

Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, for His 

wrath may soon be kindled.  How blessed are all who take refuge in 

Him!” (vv. 6, 10-12).   

(g)  This is the fulfillment of the Great Commission, “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age” (Matt. 28:19-20).  Before Jesus returns, all the nations will be 

discipled.   

(h)  This is what the Lord told us we should be praying for in the Lord’s 

Prayer, “Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your 

kingdom come.  Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 

6:9-10).   

(i)  This is the way the Father has chosen to honor His Son – by granting 

Him this vindication in history to overshadow the rejection He endured 

while in this world.   

 

C.  Now how does this apply to you today?   

1.  As you sow His seed and shine His light – as you do your best to advance His 

kingdom through sharing the Gospel – you will meet with opposition – there 

will be those who reject the Gospel, even those who seem to follow for a time 

and then fall away; but the kingdom will advance – the elect will be saved, and 

the rest will be subdued.   

2.  His kingdom will grow and fill the earth through your efforts – the Lord has not 

sent you on a fool’s errand.   

a.  He has not commanded you to disciple the nations only to fail; He has not 

told you to pray that His will would be done on earth as in heaven only to see 

it continually frustrated.  He will accomplish these things.   

b.  The Father is subduing His Son’s enemies through the Gospel – the more you 

share it with others, the more His kingdom will advance.   

c.  Not only will there be fewer and fewer who dishonor the Lord, not only will 

more and more saved from the misery that sins creates in this life and the life 

to come, not only will many be able to look forward to the joys of heaven, 

His kingdom will fill the earth and influence all nations, and bring worldwide 

peace and prosperity – the blessings that come when people walk in 

obedience to the Lord.   
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d.  That’s encouraging; that’s something to look forward to; that’s one of the 

things you should always have before your eyes as you set your heart on 

doing His will.   

e.  May the Lord grant that each of us might see these things by faith and begin 

to pursue them with all our heart and mind and soul and strength.  Amen.   
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