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We come now to the conclusion of Matthew’s Gospel where Jesus is just about to 
finish His earthly ministry by telling His disciples that it’s time for them to begin theirs, 
without His being physically present.  Jesus had just finished the work He had to do on earth 
to make salvation a reality.  He had just been raised from the dead, which as we saw last 
week, was not only His justification – that the Father had accepted what Jesus had done – 
but it was also ours – for what Jesus did, He did for us.  Now the just basis for salvation had 
been accomplished.  Of course, He had already been forgiving His people in the past 
because of what Jesus was going to do.  But now Jesus had done it.  It was finished.  But 
there was still another work to be done, one that Jesus had started earlier, but had not 
finished, and that was to gather His sheep together through the Gospel.  The only thing that 
was left for Him to do now was to give instructions to His disciples as to how they were to 
carry on this work, until the time when He would come again.  Now these instructions were 
not only for them, but also for us.  Jesus gave this work to the church as a whole.  It is what 
we are to be doing between Christ’s first and second coming.  This is one of the most 
important reasons for the church’s existence on earth.  This is why the Lord does not take us 
home immediately when we’re saved.  It’s because He wants us all to do our part in 
fulfilling this command.   

This morning I want us to look at The Great Commission.  These are our Lord’s 
marching orders to His church until He comes back to take us home.  This is what we are to 
be doing while we are waiting for His return.  What I want us to see are three things:  1) 
First, the authority behind this command, which is the authority of Christ Himself, 2) 
second, the command itself:  Make disciples, and 3) third, the promise of help our Lord gave 
us to fulfill this command:  I will be with you.   

First, let’s consider the authority behind this command.  After the women left the 
tomb, and after they had been instructed by Jesus, they went and did what Jesus told them to 
do:  they went to the disciples and told them that He would meet them at the mountain in 
Galilee.  I mentioned in earlier sermons that there seemed to be a particular mountain in 
Galilee that was singled out by Jesus.  Jesus preached His Sermon on the Mount – which 
was His manifesto, or program, for godly living – on the mountain in Galilee (5:1).  He fed 
the five thousand with the five loaves and two fish – which, of course, pointed to Jesus as 
the source of true spiritual food – at the base of the mountain.  After He fed the five 
thousand, He went to the top of the mountain to spend the night in prayer, and it was from 
this mountain that He descended in order to show His disciples that He was the Lord over 
the wind and waves – the Lord of creation – with the result that they worshipped Him 
(14:13-33).  It was here that He later returned and healed the multitudes from all their 
afflictions, so that they marveled and glorified the God of Israel (15:29-31).  It was also here 
that our Lord fed the four thousand men with seven loaves and a few small fish (15:32-39).  
And now it seems to be at this same mountain that our Lord appeared for the last time to 
give His disciples this Great Commission.   

Now when the disciples saw Him, they worshipped Him.  They recognized Him as 
the Lord of life.  Death could not hold Him, as He said.  He was alive again.  This was also 
His vindication in the eyes of His disciples that He was indeed the Son of God.  This served 
to strengthen the faith they already had, and so they worshipped Him.  But some doubted.  
This either means that they had doubted before they saw Him – such as Thomas, who 
wouldn’t believe until he could to put his fingers into the nail prints and place his hand in 
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Jesus’ side (John 20:25), or as the rest of the disciples who were slow to believe what the 
women had seen (Mark 16:9-14) – but now had all their doubts removed, or it means that 
even after all the times Jesus had appeared to them – as we read about in the other Gospels – 
and even while He was appearing to them then, there were still those who were weak in 
faith.  Sometimes it’s amazing how much the Lord can do for us and how much of His glory 
He can reveal to us, and yet we can still doubt Him.  The Lord tells us not to be weak in 
faith, but strong.  He has certainly given us enough proof, more than enough evidence to 
show us that He is faithful and worthy of our trust.   

But now Jesus comes up to them to dispel their doubts and to give them instructions.  
And as He does, He begins by saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and in 
earth.  Go therefore . . .” (v. 18).  Here is the authority behind the command – the authority 
of the One who has power over all things in heaven and earth.  This is the power that was 
given to Him by His Father.  Now we might ask, “Didn’t Jesus already have this authority as 
the eternal Son of God?  Is this really anything new?”  Yes, it is.  Now it’s true that Jesus, as 
God, has always had absolute authority over all of His creation.  But as man He didn’t.  The 
Son of God humbled Himself and took upon Himself our nature.  And being made in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself to the point of death on a cross.  But now, 
because of His obedience, the Father has exalted Him over all power and authority in heaven 
and in earth (Phil. 2:6-11).  He exalted Him not as God, but as the God-man.   

Now Jesus had begun to reign, and in the power of this new authority – the authority 
to rule over all things, both over spiritual principalities and powers in the heavenly places, as 
well as over the kingdoms of man, to rule over these things for the good of His church – in 
this power, He now gives the command, which is the second thing I want you to see:  “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” 
(Matt. 28:19-20).  This, in a nutshell, gives to us everything that we are to be about as the 
church:  We are to make disciples.  Well what’s involved in making disciples?  Jesus tells 
us.  First, we need to go.  We need to remember that we are the disciples who are supposed 
to do the work.  The disciples that are to be made are out there.  In other words, Jesus is 
telling us that we are the workers, not the work.  When He saves us, we are to be discipled, 
but not for the rest of our lives.  It’s true that we will continue to grow until the Lord takes 
us home.  But there is to be a time in our lives when we move from spiritual infancy to 
maturity, when we move from being children to adults, when we aren’t so much the work 
anymore, but now the workers in God’s kingdom.  We are to be reproducing ourselves, 
reaching out and bringing others to Christ.  In order to do this, we need to go where those 
potential new disciples are – to our neighbors, to those we work with, to those in our own 
families, to those in our community, and to those who are in the other countries of the world.   

But having gone, we need to evangelize them.  We need to communicate the Gospel 
to them.  We need to bear witness to the truth and reality of Jesus Christ.  The farmer knows 
that if he doesn’t sow any seed, he’s not going to get any crop.  In the same way, if we don’t 
go and sow the seed of the Gospel, we can’t expect to see any harvest.  This may very well 
be the main reason why we see so little results in our own church.  Now it’s true that when 
we contribute to the work of others, we also share in their harvest.  When we give to the 
work of missions – whether foreign or at home – and those missionaries bring others to 
Christ, we share in their reward.  But we need to remember that this isn’t our only 
responsibility.  The Lord has providentially placed each one of us where we are – in the 
places we live, in the families we are a part of, and in the places we work.  He has done this 
so that we would be an influence for His kingdom there.  Sometimes we might question 
whether we’re the right person for the job, but we shouldn’t.  The fact that the Lord has put 
us where we are should settle the question.  For some reason, we’re the best applicant for the 
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position.  The only question we should be asking ourselves is this, Are we being faithful to 
do what the Lord has called us to do where He has put us?  Are we being faithful to sow the 
seed of the Gospel?  Are we being good witnesses and representatives of Christ?  If we are 
faithful to do this, the Lord will be faithful to His Word – He will bless our efforts.  He will 
bring His elect to faith.  But we must be steadfast and we must be faithful.   

Now once the Lord does use us to bring some to Him, then as a church we are to 
disciple them.  We are to baptize them in the name of the Triune God – to put the mark of 
His covenant on them.  And then we are to teach them to observe all that Christ has 
commanded us, which includes everything that He teaches us in His Word.  Something that 
seems to be very rare today is to see someone come to Christ who has yet to learn anything 
of what the Bible teaches.  Usually when we receive members here, they’ve had a previous 
church background.  Now this isn’t always bad.  We share many things in common with our 
brethren of other denominations.  But we don’t share everything in common.  We have 
certain distinctives that we believe are true and important.  What a blessing it would be to 
see someone learn these things the first time, especially realizing that the Lord used us to 
bring that person out of darkness into light.  But again the goal is to make them disciples 
who can reproduce themselves, who can go out and begin to affect others with the Gospel of 
Christ.  And what is the long-term goal of the church?  How far are we to reach out?  How 
many disciples are we to make?  Jesus will tell His disciples in Acts 1:8, just before His 
ascension, that after they receive the power of the Holy Spirit, they will be His witnesses 
“both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”  
Jesus wants us to take this Gospel to all the nations of this earth, and He doesn’t want us to 
stop until all the nations have been discipled.  Again I would point out that Jesus doesn’t tell 
us here to make some disciples out of all the people of those nations, but rather to disciple 
the nations themselves.  The goal is that all nations would learn His ways and submit to His 
lordship.  Consider what I read this morning from Psalm 72.   

Now we might say, “That’s a pretty tall order.  How are we going to be able to do 
this?”  Well the answer is that we can’t do it on our own.  We need help.  And this brings us 
to our last point.  Jesus, who has all authority, who has commanded us to make disciples of 
all the nations, has also promised that He would be with us to help us.  He says, “And lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age” (v. 20).  Jesus will be with us by the power 
of His Spirit to help us do this work until it is done.  He wants us to know this.  This is why 
He says, “Lo.”  The word means “look!” “see!” or “listen!”  He says, “Pay attention to this.  
I know this is an overwhelming task.  I know the world is a big place.  I know that it’s hard 
to tell those who hate you things they don’t want to hear.  I know the enemy’s going to do 
everything he can to stop you.  I know that you will even struggle and fight among 
yourselves.  But I will be with you.  I will strengthen you.  I will encourage you.  I will help 
you and support you.  You don’t need to worry or be afraid.  I will do this work through you, 
and I will be with you, until it is done.”  Jesus was with His disciples until the end of the Old 
Covenant age.  He helped them to preach this Gospel to every nation, before He brought that 
age to an end (Matt. 24:14).  But He still promises to be with us today, until He has gathered 
in the very last of His elect and returns to bring in His everlasting kingdom of righteousness.  
And so let’s trust Him.  Yes, it’s a difficult task.  Yes, it will take all that we have to give.  
But, Jesus promised to give us everything we need to carry it out.  Let’s not be afraid any 
longer, but trust Him.  Jesus has also provided a spiritual meal further to strengthen and 
encourage us.  So let’s prepare our hearts now to come to the table and receive that grace to 
do the work He has called us all to do.  Amen.   


