
“The Great Commission” 

(Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve been looking over the past several Lord’s Days at the transition from the Old 

Covenant – which was primarily a time of preparation – to the New Covenant – which 

is primarily a time of application – which was brought about through Christ’s having 

laid the foundation for salvation through His earthly ministry.   

2.  To this point, we’ve seen:   

a.  That when Christ was raised, He received His reward:  His own justification and 

eternal life, as well as the ability to confer it to His people.  

b.  That Christ was crowned with the authority to achieve His ends:  to rule the world, to 

advance His kingdom, and to bring His people savingly to heaven.  

c.  And that Christ, having fulfilled the Ceremonial Law, removed and replaced it with 

the more spiritual worship of the New Covenant, to prepare for the building of a 

world-wide kingdom – one that was no longer limited to Jews or to the land of 

Palestine, but would encompass the whole world.   

d.  The Lord was setting up a kingdom that would fill the earth.   

 

3.  One thing I want us to note briefly is that Christ, as King, also instituted the Lord’s Day 

to promote the work of His kingdom (we’re dealing with it much more fully in the 

evening services).   

a.  By His resurrection – by His entering into His rest and glory – He set this day apart 

as holy (Heb. 4:9-10), as a day that belongs to Him (Rev. 1:10).   

b.  That’s why the Lord and His church did special things on this day.   

(i)  Why Jesus often appeared to His disciples on this day (John 20:19).   

(ii)  Why He sent His Holy Spirit to fill and empower them on this day – the Day of 

Pentecost (Acts 2:1).   

(iii)  And why the early church set this day apart as the day of worship, as the 

continuance of the fourth commandment and the Christian Sabbath (Acts 20:1; 1 

Cor. 16:1-2; Rev. 1:10).   

 

c.  The Lord intends this day to be:   

(i)  A tithe of our time to Him:  the time He wants us to devote to Him from all the 

time He gives us, so that we might worship Him.   

(ii)  A day when He wants us to fast from the things of the world and focus solely on 

the things of heaven, to wean us from the world.   

(iii)  A day of rest and spiritual refreshment for us as we travel from earth to heaven.   

(iv)  But also a day to advance His kingdom by both refreshing His army (us) 

through spiritual rest, nourishment and encouragement, and by our giving public 

testimony that the Christian faith is true by our meeting together for worship.   

(v)  The Lord instituted the Lord’s Day as a means further to advance His kingdom 

in us and in the world; and so it is very important that we observe it:  that we keep 
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these twenty-four hours holy to the Lord, resting from our work, and spending the 

day with Him in worship.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  We move on now to the commission Jesus gave His church to take the Gospel to the 

ends of the earth.   

a.  Now that He had received a kingdom and authority, He commissioned and sent His 

apostles to disciple all the nations (Matt. 28:19-20).   

b.  This morning, we’ll want to see what these marching orders mean, and more 

particularly, what they mean for us.   

 

2.  We’ll look at two things:   

a.  His commission to continue the Gospel ministry.   

b.  And His commission to make disciples of all the nations.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see our Lord’s commission to continue the Gospel ministry.  (What it is He 

wanted His apostles to do, namely, continue the work He began).   

1.  Christ began the ministry of the Gospel, but He didn’t finish it.   

a.  His ministry was basically confined to the land of Palestine, and He carried it out 

very effectively.   

b.  During His three and a half years, He thoroughly evangelized and taught all the Jews 

in Israel.   

 

2.  But now that His time on earth was complete, and the scope of the work was increasing, 

He laid its continuance on the shoulders of His apostles.   

a.  We should note that this commission was given to the eleven, not to all the disciples:  

“But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had 

designated.  When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful.  

And Jesus came up and spoke to them” (Matt. 28:16-18).   

(i)  The eleven disciples were the twelve apostles, minus Judas.  All the apostles 

were disciples, but not all the disciples were apostles.   

(ii)  He gave it to the apostles because they were the ministers and elders of the early 

church.   

(iii)  It would be their task to evangelize, make disciples and ordain elders to 

continue the work, since they wouldn’t have been able to complete the 

commission by themselves.  

 

b.  There does seem to be at least two very important differences between the apostles 

and the elders that would follow.   

(i)  First, the apostles were directly commissioned by Christ; but the elders by the 

church.   

(ii)  And second, the apostles seemed to have all the gifts that were necessary to do 

every facet of the ministry, but the elders’ gifts appear to be more specific.   

(a)  In a certain sense, the apostles were like Moses:   
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(1)  Moses had all the gifts of a prophet, priest and king – he spoke God’s 

Word to Israel, made sacrifices to inaugurate the tabernacle (Lev. 8:16-28), 

and ruled God’s people.   

(2)  In a similar way, the apostles had all the gifts:  they exercised a prophetic 

role, they evangelized, they taught, they ruled, they shepherded.   

 

(b)  But it seems as the church was transitioning away from the supernatural gifts, 

the gifts that would remain became more diversified.   

(1)  We read in Ephesians 4:11-12, “And He gave some as apostles, and some 

as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for 

the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the 

body of Christ.”  All of these men were elders, but not all had the same 

gifts.   

(2)  When the Lord withdrew His gifts of apostle and prophet, the work had to 

be done more collectively through the remaining gifts:  evangelists did the 

work of evangelism, both home and abroad; while the pastors/teachers did 

the work of teaching and ruling; discipling and shepherding.   

 

3.  This evangelism and discipleship had and has a particular goal:  to gather in the Lord’s 

sheep and make them productive workers.   

a.  The reason the Lord gave these gifts to His church was “for the equipping of the 

saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:12).   

b.  In other words, the Lord wants us to grow spiritually, so that we can support the 

work of the church; and He has given us gifted men to help us do just that.   

(i)  For this to happen, we need to sit under the preaching and teaching ministry that 

He has appointed.   

(ii)  We need to take what we learn and put it into practice.   

(iii)  It’s only when each part of the body of Christ does its particular work in the 

body that the kingdom of heaven advances.   

(iv)  And so let’s first be exhorted and encouraged to attend the ministry of the 

church so that we can be built up; and then join in the ministry of the church, so 

the kingdom can advance.   

 

B.  Second, we see the commission to make disciples of all the nations.  (We see the scope of 

this task:  they were to carry the Gospel to all the peoples of the earth).   

1.  The Lord was now expanding their vision:  they had been focusing all their energy on 

Palestine; but now it was time to reach the world.   

a.  They were still to go first to the lost sheep of Israel, but now to those sheep that were 

scattered among the nations.   

b.  When the Jews rejected the Gospel, they were to go to the Gentiles – to those outside 

their culture, to those outside their ethnicity.   

c.  When their message was rejected, they were to move on.   

d.  But when it was received, they were to disciple.   

(i)  They were to baptize them.   

(ii)  They were to teach them.   

(iii)  And they were to raise up leadership among them.  
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(iv)  This work was to continue until the whole world had been reached, until all the 

nations had been discipled.   

 

2.  And here we have the scope of our work.   

a.  We are to reach those who are near and those who are far with the Gospel.   

(i)  It’s true that we have a first responsibility to those who are nearest:   

(a)  Jesus told His disciples that they were to begin with those closest to them 

(Jerusalem, since that’s where they were), then Judea (next closest), then 

Samaria (next closest and the beginning of cross-cultural work), and then the 

remotest part of the earth (furthest and cross-cultural).   

(b)  And so we must begin with those closest to us:   

(1)  Our families:  our children and extended family.   

(2)  Our neighborhoods and workplaces.   

(3)  Our local fellowship:  to build one another up in truth and tangible acts of 

love.   

 

(ii)  But we also need to reach those who are far away.   

(a)  We need to look beyond our own family, our own friends, our own country.   

(1)  We need to desire the salvation of all men, women and children, 

everywhere.   

(2)  We need to pray that the Gospel would advance, that it would bear fruit, 

that souls would be converted to Christ.   

(3)  We need to work – in whatever capacity the Lord has gifted us to work – 

to further this cause.   

 

(b)  We also need to remember that it isn’t enough that the world be reached once:  

every generation needs to be reached in every place until the kingdom is 

established there.   

(1)  There are some areas that once heard the Gospel, that need to hear it again.   

(I)  Palestine was once evangelized by Jesus and His disciples, but they 

need it again.   

(II)  England was once the center of Puritanism, but it needs to be 

evangelized again.   

(III)  The Great Awakening took place in New England – but that light is 

gone, and they need the Gospel again, as does America.   

 

(2)  There will always be people that need to be reached, and so we need to 

pray, to join the work with our gifts, and to give for the spread of the 

Gospel everywhere.   

(3)  We need to have the burden Jesus gave us in the Lord’s Prayer – that all 

men everywhere would reverence Him, obey Him – that His kingdom 

would come and powerfully affect everyone in every land.   

(4)  This is one of our main purposes as members of Christ’s church:  to 

advance His kingdom.   

(5)  May the Lord encourage us to do so and to use the opportunity we have 

when Dr. Hartnett comes next Lord’s Day.  Amen.   
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