
“The Grace of Our Lord Be with You” 
(Romans 16:20-24) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We saw two weeks ago that Paul was very jealous for the peace, love and unity 
of the church.   
a.  He sent his heart felt greetings to many Christian there he knew – those who 

had labored hard in the faith.  He wanted them to know how much he loved 
and appreciated them.   

b.  He urged them to greet one another as well with a heartfelt affection and 
open love:  as long as we can do this, we know that our hearts are where they 
need to be towards one another.   

c.  He warned them to keep their eyes on those who caused divisions and those 
who taught things that contradicted the true doctrine and to turn away from 
them.   
(i)  Nothing destroys unity more than gossip:  saying things true or untrue to 

damage another’s reputation.   
(ii)  Nothing destroys doctrinal unity faster than novel ideas.   
(iii)  It’s not that we have nothing left to learn, but it must be consistent with 

what we have already learned from God’s truth.   
 
2.  He said these things for their good.   

a.  If they were successful in maintaining this love and unity, it would benefit 
everyone:   
(i)  The blessing of brothers and sisters who love you.   
(ii)  The blessing of the full ministry of one another’s gifts.   
 

b.  But it would also ensure that Satan’s schemes against them would fail.   
(i)  Satan knows well the strategy of divide and conquer.   
(ii)  He knows that united we will stand, but divided, we will fall.   
(iii)  His whole heart is bent on destroying us and God’s work in us.   
(iv)  He also knows that if we stand, it will mean his defeat.   
(v)  As we stay close to Christ, we enter into His victory over the devil.   
(vi)  Satan cannot stand against us as we resist his schemes and seek to 

destroy his strongholds.   
(vii)  Paul says if we are successful by God’s grace in walking in His truth 

and loving one another, He will crush Satan under our feet.   
(viii)  Better to crush him, than to have him crush us.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But Paul is not done.  There are a couple of things he adds to close his letter:   
a.  He sends greetings from those with him to the saints in Rome.   
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(i)  Since we’ve seen the implications of these greetings before, we won’t 
spend much time on them now.   

(ii)  Timothy, who was with Paul, sends his greetings.   
(iii)  Lucius, Jason and Sosipater sent theirs.   
(iv)  Tertius, who wrote the letter, also greeted them.  Don’t let this confuse 

you.  This simply means Paul used an amanuensis, or a secretary, to whom 
he dictated his letter.   

(v)  Gaius, Erastus and Quartus sent their greetings as well.   
(vi)  Again we see the love and concern these saints had for one another – 

something it would please God for us to imitate from our hearts by the 
power of His Spirit.   

 
b.  Secondly, he expresses his desire for the saints in Rome to be blessed.   

(i)  This statement, “The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you,” in verse 20, 
repeated in verse 24, can be looked at as a benediction, a prayer, or a well-
wishing on the part of Paul.   

(ii)  But no matter how you look at it, it expresses Paul’s desire for the saints 
to receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing.   

 
c.  Lastly, he includes a doxology – a statement of praise to God, to end the 

letter to the Romans.   
 
2.  This morning, I want us to consider Paul’s benediction or prayer for the saints in 

Rome:  that the grace of the Lord Jesus would be with them.   
a.  I want us to be reminded first what that grace is.   
b.  And then second, to be admonished to have the same kind of heart Paul had 

in desiring this blessing to all the saints, especially to one another.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s remind ourselves what the grace of Christ is.   
1.  Grace first of all is unmerited favor.   

a.  We didn’t do anything to deserve it.   
b.  The Bible reminds us that everything we did and do deserves only wrath.  If 

we keep this in mind, it will help us to see God’s grace more clearly.   
c.  Christ is the only One who did anything that deserves the blessings this grace 

gives – this is why it is called the grace of Christ:  He earned it.   
d.  When it is given to those who don’t deserve it, it is called grace.   
 

2.  What is this grace?  First, it’s everything we have in this world.   
a.  Our existence:  God made us and keeps us in being.   
b.  The things that sustain us:  food and drink; clothing and shelter.   
c.  Friends and family.   
d.  Health and strength.   
e.  The ability to think:  to contemplate our own existence, to reason, to have the 

capacity to see God’s glory in nature.   
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f.  These things, for the most part, are common to everyone, but they are all 
gracious:   
(i)  No man deserves them, especially since all are fallen and sinful.   
(ii)  Not even Christians deserve them, except through Christ.   
(iii)  Only Christ deserves them.   

 
3.  But it also includes everything in the world to come and everything that leads up 

to it:  Salvation is the broad term that covers it all of God’s blessings:   
a.  Election:  chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world.   
b.  Effectual calling:  the Spirit’s inward call that brings union with Christ.   
c.  Regeneration:  the work of the Spirit that quickens us to life.   
d.  Faith and repentance:   

(i)  The looking to Christ to receive all His benefits.   
(ii)  The turning away of all our sins to live a life of godliness.   
(iii)  Not only the first time, but every day that we repent and believe.   

 
e.  Justification:  all our sins removed, clothed in Christ’s righteousness.   
f.  Adoption:  counted as members of God’s household/His family.   
g.  Sanctification:  becoming what we are in Christ.   
h.  Perseverance:  the continuing work of the Spirit that will not let us stop 

pressing forward, though there are times when we stray from the path.   
i.  Glorification:   

(i)  Our spirits being made perfect when we die.   
(ii)  Our bodies being made perfect when raised.   
(iii)  Inheriting the kingdom prepared from before the foundation of the 

world.   
(iv)  Being made perfect in love and joy in the presence of God forever.   

 
4.  All these things come from the grace of Christ and are contained in what Paul 

asks for.  But what he must particularly have in mind are the things most 
necessary for their spiritual welfare now:   
a.  The continuing supply of the Holy Spirit:  to fill them with love, joy, peace, 

patience, etc.; i.e., to sanctify them.   
b.  The continuing intercession of Christ:  for their sins as their advocate.   
c.  The continuing protection of the Savior against the enemy of their souls and 

those he controls.   
 
5.  Grace is everything pertaining to life and godliness.  This is what Paul wanted 

for the saints at Rome.   
 
B.  This brings us to the second point, which is, Paul desired this for the saints at 

Rome.   
1.  Paul was not concerned primarily about himself.   

a.  He lived the life of a servant – someone who lived to help others.   
b.  Here he thinks of what is most important for the saints at Rome to prosper:  

the grace of Christ.   
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(i)  This example was preserved for us.   
(ii)  Paul was not concerned about being better than others, more zealous, a 

better preacher or teacher.   
(iii)  He was concerned for the saints, to help them excel and become the best 

they could be in Christ.   
(iv)  The only way they could was if Christ gave them His grace in fullest 

measure.   
(v)  The more grace they had, the more they would be like Christ.   
 

2.  If we love one another, we will desire the best for each other; we will desire this 
same thing from the heart.   
a.  Sometimes we don’t know what to pray for our brothers and sisters.   
b.  How could you summarize everything we need?  In this:  the grace of Christ.  

That’s all any of us need; more of His grace.   
c.  This is what we should be seeking for one another – nothing more, nothing 

less.   
d.  But it comes mainly through prayer – through ministering our gifts, yes, but 

even those won’t be effective without God’s grace.   
e.  Let’s all pray that the Lord will grant His grace to each of us every day and 

see what He will do in our lives.   
f.  Let’s especially pray for Chase, Jennifer and the children, that the Lord would 

grant them His grace in the place where they will be living, in the work 
Chase and Jennifer will be doing, and in the church where He will lead them.   

g.  This is certainly a prayer the Lord promises to answer.   
h.  Certainly, it’s what we should want for each other.  Amen.   


