
“The Gospel Is Preached at Pisidian Antioch” 
(Acts 13:14-41)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw the First Missionary Journey begin:   
a.  The gifted men the Lord blessed Antioch with were seeking to be faithful to 

their calling, ministering the Word, fasting and praying.   
b.  While they were so engaged, the Spirit called Barnabas and Saul – the men 

He had especially equipped – to begin the work of assaulting Satan’s 
kingdom through more extensive evangelism in the Roman Empire.   

c.  And so they were commissioned by the church and sent on their way.   
 

2.  Their first stop was the island of Cyprus:   
a.  They began preaching the Gospel to the Jews at Salamis, without, it seems, 

any notable opposition from the Jews.   
b.  But they continued to preach across the entire island – some 100 miles – until 

they came to Paphos – the Roman seat of government in that province – and 
to a man who wanted to hear the Gospel – Sergius Paulus.   

c.  It was here they met their first significant obstacle:  Bar-Jesus or Elymas.   
(i)  Elymas was very dedicated to his cause and took his stand for his master 

– the devil – seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.   
(ii)  But Paul took his stand for the Lord, pronounced judgment on him, 

leaving him blind, but opening the eyes of Sergius Paulus, showing us that 
the Lord may use even judgment to move His kingdom forward.   

 
d.  The Gospel continued to advance, while the kingdom of darkness continued 

to retreat – but notice that it was not without a struggle.   
(i)  It’s never easy to confront others – for their evil practices, lies, unbelief – 

but this is what’s necessary to advance God’s kingdom.   
(ii)  Paul had the necessary strength through the Spirit, so did Barnabas.   
(iii)  But John Mark didn’t, who abandoned them at Perga and returned to 

Jerusalem.   
(iv)  Sometimes we will face many enemies and suffer defeat before we begin 

to experience victory in our warfare with Satan.   
(v)  But the key is to keep trying and not to be discouraged.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’ll learn a bit more about how to fight the battle through 
confronting others with the Gospel:   
a.  Losing John Mark didn’t stop Paul and Barnabas – they kept pressing 

forward.   
b.  At Pisidian Antioch, they entered a Jewish synagogue on the Sabbath.   
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c.  There they were invited to bring the exposition of the Scripture to the Jews 
and God-fearers who had attached themselves to that place of worship.   

d.  What we’ll see is the message Paul preached, and how he adapted himself to 
his hearers.   

e.  We’ll save the response to this message for this evening.   
 

2.  What we’ll consider now are two things:   
a.  The perseverance necessary to advance God’s kingdom.   
b.  And the message necessary to advance God’s kingdom.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, let’s consider the perseverance necessary to advance God’s kingdom.   

1.  John Mark abandoned the work, as we saw last week.   
a.  The warfare was too intense, the trials too difficult, the work too demanding 

– he left and returned to Jerusalem (v. 13).   
(i)  This doesn’t mean the Lord rejected him – he was useful later on.   
(ii)  But it did mean lost time and opportunity for John Mark.   
 

b.  One thing we need to guard against here is using John Mark’s failure and 
recovery as anything other than an encouragement to us when we fail – not as 
an excuse to abandon the work every time it gets difficult for us.   
(i)  There is grace for those who fall.   
(ii)  But we don’t want to use grace as an excuse to fall into sin (Rom. 6:1).   
(iii)  We need to persevere, we need to keep on trying.   
 

2.  And that’s exactly what we see Paul and Barnabas doing:  John abandoned 
them, but they pressed forward.   
a.  When they arrived at Pisidian Antioch, they went straight to the synagogue 

on the Sabbath.   
(i)  This isn’t the same Antioch they left from:  This Antioch was in the 

region of Pisidia in Asia Minor, just north of Pamphylia.   
(ii)  It was built by Seleucus I – so named in honor of an Antiochus, which 

was a common name in that family – It was one of sixteen cities he built 
by that name.   

(iii)  There was a Jewish community there – as there was in just about every 
city of the empire – and they had built a synagogue – as they did in every 
city they lived:  it was their religious, worship, social, and educational 
center.   

(iv)  On the Sabbath, the first thing they did was go to the synagogue:  And 
notice:  they didn’t spend weeks praying and trying to decide whether to 
go in and speak to them, they simply went:  they were to get the Gospel 
out and the Jews were to hear it first.   

(v)  We often want to find the least offensive way of reaching others, because 
we want to avoid confrontation.  But the direct way is often the best.   

 
b.  And they found the Jews weren’t antagonistic towards them.   
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(i)  The ill will generated by the Jews in Jerusalem hadn’t reached them as 
yet.   

(ii)  They went in and sat down – this was a worship service.   
(iii)  And they were invited to speak:  “after the reading of the Law and the 

Prophets the synagogue officials sent to them, saying, ‘Brethren, if you 
have any word of exhortation for the people, say it’” (v. 15).   

(iv)  Notice three things:   
(a)  Part of their worship included a reading from the Law and from the 

Prophets.   
(b)  A. T. Robertson, in his Word Pictures of the New Testament, wrote, 

“The law was first read in the synagogues till B.C. 163 when Antiochus 
Epiphones prohibited it.  Then the reading of the prophets was 
substituted for it.  The Maccabees restored both.  There was a reading 
from the law and one from the prophets in Hebrew which was 
interpreted into the Aramaic or the Greek Koine for the people.  The 
reading was followed by the sermon as when Jesus was invited to read 
and to preach in Nazareth (Lu 4:16f.).   

(c)  “It was the duty of the rulers of the synagogue . . . to select the readers 
and the speakers for the service (Mr 5:22,35-38; Lu 8:49; 13:14; Ac 
13:15; 18:8,17).  Any rabbi or distinguished stranger could be called on 
to speak.”   

(d)  Apparently, since Paul and Barnabas were visiting Rabbis/teachers, 
they were invited to speak.   

(e)  It appears as though they were already aware that they were:  
Literally, he says, “Since you have a word of exhortation, say it” (v. 
15).   

(f)  Who could ask for more than this?  An invitation to preach.   
(g)  When we press forward in God’s work, He opens the doors before us.   

 
B.  Second, let’s consider the message necessary to advance God’s kingdom.   

1.  We should note first how well adapted this message was to his hearers:   
a.  Notice the audience:  “Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said, ‘Men 

of Israel, and you who fear God, listen’” (v. 16):   
(i)  They were Jews and God-fearing Gentiles.   
(ii)  Both would be familiar with the OT history.   
(iii)  Both would be somewhat familiar with the events of late surrounding 

the ministries of John the Baptist and Jesus.   
(iv)  This is what Paul would preach and build upon:   

(a)  He would begin where they were.   
(b)  Then he would build on their understanding, adding to and correcting 

as necessary.   
 

b.  No matter who our audience is, there is always a foundation to build on.   
(i)  Jews have the foundation of the OT.   
(ii)  Those raised with a church background have some biblical foundation.   
(iii)  Those having neither, still have general revelation.   
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(iv)  Granted, they will have a great deal of misunderstanding, but that 
doesn’t mean there isn’t anything we can use.   

(v)  We need to start where they are and bring them to the Gospel.   
 

2.  This is what Paul now does:  We’re not going into a great amount of detail since 
there is so much here, but rather get a broad sweep of how Paul communicates 
the Gospel to them.   
a.  He begins first with a history of God’s dealings with Israel.   

(i)  When he preaches to the Gentiles at Lystra and Athens, he’ll take a 
different tact, beginning with Creation and God’s witness through it.   

(ii)  But here he begins with what the Jews and God-fearers would be familiar 
with:  God’s gracious dealings with Abraham and his seed.   
(a)  God chose Abraham and made His covenant with him.   
(b)  He continued that covenant to Abraham’s seed – to Isaac, Jacob, and 

the 12 Tribes.   
(c)  He caused them to grow as numerous as the sand by the sea and the 

stars in the sky, as He promised, while they were in Egypt.   
(d)  And while in Egypt, oppressed by Pharaoh, He led them out by a 

mighty hand and outstretched arm, through Moses (v. 17) – He 
redeemed them from the iron furnace, from the house of slavery.   

 
(iii)  Even after their rebellion by the Red Sea, at Mount Sinai, and at the 

border of the Promised Land, He still didn’t forsake them, but put up with 
them for forty years (v. 18).   

(iv)  At the end of that time, He brought them into the Promised Land, 
destroying the nations that lived there, and gave their land to His people, 
as He promised Abraham.  So far, we’ve covered about 450 years (v. 19).   

(v)  Then He gave them judges to deliver and rule them until Samuel the 
prophet (v. 20).   

(vi)  After the judges, when they asked for a human king, He gave them one, 
Saul, for forty years (v. 21).   

(vii)  But after all Saul’s failings, and God’s deposition of him, He chose 
David, a man after His own heart, one who would do all His will (v. 22).   

 
b.  So far, God’s gracious dealings with His people.  Much more took place, 

even after David; but from here he moves into the fulfillment of the seed – 
God blessed Israel and made them numerous, He gave them the land – as He 
promised Abraham – but He also raised up the seed through whom all the 
nations would be blessed:  Jesus Christ.   
(i)  From David, according to His promise – both to Abraham and David – 

God has raised up the Savior, Jesus, truly a King after His own heart (v. 
23).   

(ii)  He calls to their minds what they had heard about John the Baptist, that 
he came, calling Israel to repentance (v. 24), preparing the way for Jesus, 
pointing beyond himself to the One coming after him, whose sandals he 
was not worthy to stoop down and untie (v. 25).   
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(iii)  This is the One he wants to pause now to consider; this is the One they 
must know about, believe in and receive.   

(iv)  He reminds them of what Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost – the 
Word of this salvation has been sent to you – the children of Abraham – 
and to those who fear God – the Gentiles (v. 26).   

(v)  Those who lived in Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Him, 
they did not understand the message of the prophets, such as was just read.   

(vi)  They actually fulfilled the prophecies concerning Jesus by condemning 
Him and insisting that Pilate execute Him, though He had done nothing 
worthy of death (vv. 27-28).   

(vii)  And when they had rejected Him, when they had crucified Him, when 
the Scripture was fulfilled by His death, they took Him down and laid Him 
in a tomb (v. 29).   

(viii)  “But God raised Him from the dead” (v. 30).   
(a)  This is the crux of the Gospel message.   
(b)  Jesus died, but rose again – He overcame death and now He may give 

us eternal life.   
(c)  He is the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham and His descendants:  

“God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up 
Jesus” (v. 32).   

(d)  Even as the Lord through the psalmist in Psalm 2 promised:  You are 
My Son, today I have begotten You” (v. 33).   

(e)  And His resurrection was not temporary as it was in the case of the 
son of the woman of Zeraphath (1 Kings 17:22-24), or the Shunammite 
woman’s son (2 Kings 4:27-37), or the son of the widow of Nain (Luke 
7:12-16), or Lazarus (John 11:40-45), or those raised when He was 
raised (Matt. 27:52-53).   

(f)  His was once and for all:  He was raised to reign on David’s throne, 
which would be established forever, and He would never return to the 
grave to undergo decay (vv. 34-35).   

(g)  Paul said that these passages didn’t refer to David, but to David’s 
greater son, since David stayed in the tomb and his body decayed (vv. 
36-37).   

(h)  And so they might know this is true and not something he made up, he 
tells them that there are many witnesses – every fact is to be established 
on the testimony of two or three witnesses (Deu. 19:15), but in this 
case, there are the twelve apostles and over five hundred additional 
witnesses (v. 31).   

 
(ix)  This is the content of Paul’s message, which we assume is a summary 

and not the entire sermon, otherwise the sermons of those days lasted only 
about two minutes.   

(x)  But this is enough to give us an idea, an outline of what he preached.   
(xi)  It also shows us how best to approach someone with a Jewish 

background to communicate the Gospel.   
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(xii)  But the same principle can be used to reach anyone:  build on the 
foundation the Lord has laid.   

 
c.  He closes with an invitation and warning:  the Gospel isn’t complete without 

these.   
(i)  First the invitation:  “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that 

through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and through Him 
everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not 
be freed through the Law of Moses” (vv. 38-39).   
(a)  The Law was never meant to save you, but to be a tutor to lead you to 

the One who could save you (Gal. 3:24).   
(b)  Only by trusting in Jesus can you be forgiven of all your sins and have 

an inheritance in heaven.  
(c)  That is the promise to them and to each one of us today:  believe on 

the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved.   
(d)  Make sure you invite the one you’re speaking with to trust in Jesus.   
 

(ii)  But finally, the warning:  “Therefore take heed, so that the thing spoken 
of in the Prophets may not come upon you:  ‘Behold, you scoffers, and 
marvel, and perish; for I am accomplishing a work in your days, a work 
which you will never believe, though someone should describe it to you’” 
(vv. 40-41).   
(a)  If you ridicule God’s work through Christ, you will perish.   
(b)  But if you trust and submit to Him, you will live.   
(c)  What will you receive:  the blessing or the curse?   
(d)  Trust in Jesus and be saved.   
(e)  Again, make sure you help people to see the consequences for 

rejecting Jesus.   
(f)  This evening, we’ll see the reactions to this message.   


