
 

“The Gospel Is About Jesus” 
(Romans 1:3-4) 

 
 
 

Paul, who up to this point has been introducing himself to the church at Rome and 
the Gospel, now begins to introduce whom this Gospel is about.  Of course, what he did 
by introducing himself first wasn’t wrong because of the way he did it.  He did it in the 
context of the Gospel.  He called himself a bond-servant or slave of Jesus Christ, and 
what does this mean but that he was completely at the disposal of his Master, to do only 
what He wanted him to do?  He also called himself an apostle, which was a very 
important position in God’s kingdom, but also a position of servant-hood.  It cost him a 
great deal to get that Gospel out to others.  It not only cost him his life – in terms of how 
he spent his time; his whole life was a constant sacrifice of himself – but it also literally 
cost him his life, in that he was often in danger of dying and one time appears to actually 
have done so (Acts 14:19, Cf. 2 Cor. 12).  He was set apart by Jesus Christ for the work 
of the Gospel.  He was a servant of the Gospel, and he set his whole heart to getting that 
Gospel out.  We should see this as a challenge this morning to us, because we are called 
by Christ to follow this same example, not in the exactly the same way, perhaps, but 
certainly in whole-hearted commitment to Christ.  Paul was only trying to be faithful in 
following his Lord, and we are called by this same Lord to do the same thing (Phil. 3:17).   

After Paul introduced himself, he then went on to tell the Romans something 
about this Gospel he was bringing to them:  It was not a new Gospel.  It was the same 
Gospel that the Lord had been promising through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures 
down through the ages.  The only place we can find God’s plan, the only place He has 
spoken to us, is in His Word.  All the other so-called holy writings in the world, whose 
authors claimed to be speaking from God, are really a lie from the devil.  They don’t have 
the truth.  They can’t lead us to the truth.  Only the Scriptures can do this.  The Gospel 
that Paul brought was the same one that God had preached through His prophets 
throughout the centuries in His Word.  Other so-called churches or religious 
organizations can make that claim, but they are liars.  God has not spoken through them, 
which is why we need to beware of them.   

But now what is this Gospel Paul preaches?  What is the good news that Paul had 
to declare to these saints?  Who was it about?  Paul says it has to do specifically with one 
person:  the Son of God, the One who is God and man, the One who was born from a 
descendant of David, and who was at the same time the Son of God.  What I would like 
for us to think about this morning is Jesus – who He is, and why it’s important that the 
Jesus we follow is both God and man.   

First, it’s obvious that Paul tells us here that the Gospel of God is about God’s 
Son.  But what does he mean that Jesus is His Son?  He actually means two things:  Jesus 
is His Son by virtue of the fact that He brought about His conception in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary, but He is also His Son by virtue of the fact that He gave birth to Him from 
all eternity.  In other words, Jesus is God’s Son in two different senses:  He is His Son 
with respect to His human nature and He is His Son with respect to His divine nature.   

We know that Jesus has two natures.  By now this shouldn’t surprise us, although 
there are still many professing Christians in the world who don’t have the first idea what 
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this means.  Jesus has two natures.  He is two different things:  He is a man and He is 
God.  First, He is a man.  Paul writes, “Concerning His Son, who was born of a 
descendant of David according to the flesh,” that is, He was born of a descendant of 
David with reference to His human nature (v. 3).  Paul had to make this distinction 
because Jesus has two natures.  He wouldn’t need to do this if he was speaking about you 
or me or himself because we all only have one nature:  we are only men.  Jesus is not 
only God, He is also a man.  The Bible says, “But when the fullness of the time came, 
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law” (Gal. 4:4).  When it was 
time for His plan of salvation to be worked out, He sent His Son into the world as a man.  
Paul tells us that Jesus was born of a woman, which literally means that He was of her 
substance, of her nature.  Jesus has His human nature from Mary.  Just as the Lord took 
some of Adam’s substance and made Eve, so He took some of Mary’s substance and 
made the human body of Jesus.  Now we know that normally, conception and birth 
requires that two people be involved:  a husband and a wife.  But in this case, Mary 
conceived as a virgin and gave birth as a virgin.  She didn’t have a husband.  This is, by 
the way, how theologians believe that Jesus was born without sin.  Since He didn’t have a 
human father, He wasn’t reckoned by God in the line of Adam.  Adam’s sin wasn’t 
imputed to Him; it wasn’t credited to His account.  Of course, the fact that the Spirit of 
God brought about this conception also had to do with Christ’s sinlessness.  The Spirit of 
God is the Holy Spirit, the author of holiness, and what He creates is holy, so the human 
nature of Jesus could be nothing but holy.  But this conception and birth that He brought 
about is one of the reasons why Jesus is called the Son of God.  Listen to what Gabriel 
said to Mary before this happened, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called 
the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).  Jesus literally is the Son of God because He was conceived 
by God in the womb of the Virgin.  God is the Father of His humanity.   

But notice here as well that this Virgin was not just any virgin:  she was a 
descendant of David.  As a matter of fact, both she and Joseph were descended from 
David (Matt. 1; Luke 3:23-38).  It was important that the Messiah be a Son of David.  He 
had to be to fulfill the Scriptures, because God promised David that the Messiah would 
come from his family.  But He had to be a son of David, specifically, that He might have 
the right to rule upon his throne.  The Lord said to David, “When your days are complete 
and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will 
come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My 
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13).  Jesus is 
the fulfillment of this prophecy.  He was born in the line of David that He might rule on 
His throne over the church.   

But Jesus was also the Son of God in another sense.  He was not only begotten in 
time, as to His human nature, He was also begotten in eternity, as to His divine nature.  In 
other words, in eternity, God gave birth to the Son.  Now I know that this is difficult to 
understand.  No one can really understand it fully.  But the Bible says that the Son of God 
is eternally the Son of God, that He is eternally begotten of the Father.  Notice the verse 
that I quoted earlier from Galatians, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law” (Gal. 4:4).  He was already God’s 
Son, when God sent Him into the world.  Now how do we understand the fact that the 
Son of God was eternally begotten?  First, we need to make sure that we don’t think of 
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Him as suddenly being created, because He wasn’t created; He is the Creator.  We also 
need to be careful not to think of this as the Father deciding one day to give birth to a son, 
as though it was a decision He made and as though the Son didn’t exist before that 
choice.  The Father didn’t decide to have a Son.  Instead, as best we know, it was the 
Father’s nature to eternally beget the Son, even as it was both the Father and the Son’s 
nature to send forth the Spirit.  We don’t understand completely what these things mean, 
but we do know that this is the way that God has chosen to reveal Himself to us.  The 
three persons of the Trinity are the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  The Father is 
called the Father, because He begets the Son.  The Son is called the Son, because He is 
begotten of the Father from all eternity.  And the Spirit is called the Spirit, because He 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  He is the breath of God, or as Jonathan Edwards 
saw it, He is the love of the Father and the Son breathed forth to each other eternally, and 
yet He is personal.   

But there’s one more thing Paul wants us to see here regarding the fact that Jesus 
is the Son of God, and that is that the Father wanted us to know that He was.  Jesus told 
the Pharisees and the people of Israel that He was, but they didn’t believe Him.  Instead, 
they wanted to kill Him, because when He claimed to be God’s Son, they correctly 
understood that He was also claiming to be God.  But the Father wanted them to know 
and He wanted us to know that Jesus was His Son.  This was one of the reasons why He 
raised Jesus from the dead.  Jesus couldn’t have remained dead, if He was to save us from 
death, so His Father raised Him from the dead.  But the Father wanted to show us 
something else through the resurrection, and that was that Jesus is His Son.  Paul says 
that He “was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, 
according to the spirit of holiness,” or, as I believe this means in this case, according to 
His divine nature.  God wanted to show the world that this was His Son.  The way He did 
it was in a very powerful way.  Paul says, He did it with “power,” which is the same 
Greek word used for miracle.  He did it through a mighty miracle, through something 
only God could do – through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  This was His 
declaration and vindication that what Jesus said was true:  He really was God’s Son.   

Now this is who Jesus is:  He is the Son of Man – the Son of David – and He is 
the Son of God.  But why is this important?  Why does Paul bring this up in the first 
place?  Well, certainly, He wanted his readers to know who Jesus is.  He wanted them to 
know that He is the fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures, which tell us again and 
again that the Messiah was to be born a Son of David and that He was to be the Son of 
God (2 Sam. 7:12-13; Isa. 11:1; Psalm 2).  He wanted them to know that He has the right 
to rule, both by virtue of the fact that He is the Son of the King of Israel and the Son of 
the King of the Universe.  Certainly, he also wanted them to know who this Jesus is so 
that they won’t be deceived by false Christs or false Messiahs.  There were false Christs 
that were about to arise in their day even as there have been throughout history and still 
are today.  Jesus said that just before His coming in judgment against Jerusalem there 
would be false Christs and false prophets who would arise and would show great signs 
and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect (Matt. 24:24).  Satan is always 
throwing his counterfeits into the world to try and deceive those who live in it.  At the 
center of every false religion, there is a false messiah, especially within what we call 
Christian cults.  I told you that Paul wanted them to know that the Gospel he preached 
was the same one that God had promised.  This is important for us to know because of all 
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the false gospels in the world today.  But we need to remember that at the center of every 
false gospel is a false Christ.  Islam has reduced Jesus Christ to the status of a prophet.  
He was only one among many.  Mohammed is the one who takes his place at the center 
of their religion, even though he is not God.  The Mormons also make Jesus out to be 
merely a creature, whose soul was conceived by Elohim and one of his many wives, and 
whose body was conceived by his having relations with the virgin Mary – which of 
course means that she was no longer a virgin when she conceived and gave birth to Jesus 
– and that he eventually became a god by obeying the Mormon the religion.  And the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, of course, also believe that Jesus is merely a creature, that He is 
perhaps Michael the archangel made into a man, but that He is certainly not God.  Paul 
wanted the Romans to know who Jesus really was so that they might believe in the true 
Christ.  We are not saved by believing in a mere name, but in a person – in a very specific 
person – in the Jesus of the Bible, the One who is both God and man.   

But of course the most important reason Paul wanted us to know this was so that 
we might know that this Jesus has the power to save us.  Man sinned and owed the debt.  
But only someone as worthy as God could pay it.  So the One who would save us had to 
be both God and man, and that is what Jesus is.   

People of God, Jesus is the perfect Savior.  He is the only Savior of mankind.  We 
must trust in Him to save us – not in one who is only a man, or who is an angel made into 
a man, or who is merely a creature – and we must not trust only in a name, if what we 
mean by that name is something less than the true Savior.  We must trust in the real Jesus, 
the One who is the Son of David and who is the Son of God.  Only He can save us.  If 
you are trusting in this One as your Savior this morning, then you are truly saved.  But if 
you are trusting in anything less, then you’re not.  If that’s the case with you, then turn to 
the One who can save you, trust in Jesus, the Son of David and the Son of God, and 
receive His gift of eternal life.  Amen.   


