
“Fullness of Humiliation vs. Fullness of Sin” 
(Job 42:1-6)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, Shepard pointed out how the converted and unconverted view God’s 
grace, at least in relation to themselves:   
a.  The unconverted deny any difference between common and saving grace:   

(i)  They want to drag saving grace down to what they have experienced in 
their own lives, so they can maintain in their minds that they are Christians.   

(ii)  There’s really no advantage to this, but a great disadvantage:  if they don’t 
heed the warning this gives them, they will very likely end up being lost.   

(iii)  It’s far better to admit you don’t have grace and then go to God through 
Christ to receive it, than to convince yourself your whole life that you have 
it, only to stand before God in the end without it.   

 
b.  The converted, on the other hand, do just the opposite:   

(i)  They tend not to believe that their experiences are anything different than 
what the unconverted have.   

(ii)  The sense of their own sins makes them very cautious to prematurely 
conclude they are true believers.   

(iii)  Carefulness can be a good sign that you are converted.   
 

2.  Shepard even showed us some ways we can conclude we’re not Christians when 
we really are:   
a.  Do you struggle with sin?  That doesn’t mean you’re not a Christian; every 

Christian has spiritual warfare going on in his heart between the flesh and 
Spirit.   

b.  Do you not see any grace at work in your heart?  That might only be because 
you’ve been careless – you haven’t been as cautious as you should against sin 
or haven’t been using the means of grace as you should.   

c.  Do you not feel spiritual?  Feelings are not what determines whether we’re 
Christians.  Faith does.  Don’t forget, Job might not have felt very spiritual 
when he went through his trials, but he was still a believer.   

d.  Do you not see the Lord’s blessings?  Sometimes God hides His face of 
blessing so that we’ll seek Him more, again as He did with Job.   

e.  Are you going through rough times?  Don’t judge your condition too quickly; 
wait and see what the Lord does in the end.   

f.  Has Satan or your flesh convinced you that you’re not saved?  Don’t listen to 
what they have to say, but listen to what God says about your condition in His 
Word.  God has given you the marks of His grace to testify to your sonship.   

g.  On the other hand, do you think you deserve eternal life?  There’s no quicker 
way of losing your assurance than by thinking that you should have it.  
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Humble yourself and acknowledge that your assurance is purely of God’s 
grace, as is eternal life:  God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  The way one thinks about his or her spiritual experiences with grace is not the 
only difference between the converted and unconverted.   
a.  Flavel goes on to show us six more differences:   

(i)  He writes, “Now, there are six things every man is full of: – 1.  Sin; 2.  
Darkness; 3.  Unbelief; 4.  Satan; 5.  Self; 6.  World.”   

(ii)  “So,” he says, “there is answerably in every saint, – 1.  A fullness of 
humiliation for sin.  2.  A fullness of illumination and revelation in the room 
of darkness.  3.  A fullness of faith, in the room of unbelief.  4.  A fullness 
of the Spirit itself, in the room of Satan.  5.  A fullness of sanctification in 
acting for God as their last end, in the room of self-seeking.  6.  A fullness 
of glory and consolation, instead of the world” (302-303).   

 
b.  By showing us how every saint is different because of the grace that is in him, 

he will also show us how to distinguish the one who truly believes from the 
one who doesn’t.   

 
2.  Tonight, we consider the first difference:   

a.  First, how the false professor is not humbled by his sin.   
b.  But second, how the true believer is.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the false professor has a heart that is full of sin, but he doesn’t experience the 
humility he should for that sin.   
1.  Shepard notes that he can and does experience some humility, but not nearly 

enough for the sin he is guilty of (303).   
a.  One very serious error that can destroy our soul forever is thinking that we are 

truly sorry for our sins, when we have really experienced nothing more than 
the sorrow of the world.   

b.  Shepard writes that hypocrites err “in judging some trouble of mind, some 
light sorrow for sin, to be true repentance; and so, thinking they do repent, 
hope they shall be saved.  For sin is like sweet poison; while a man is drinking 
it down by committing it, there is much pleasure in it; but after the committing 
of it, there is a sting in it, (Prov. xxiii. 31, 32;) then the time cometh when this 
poison works, making the heart swell with grief; sorry they are at the heart, 
they say, for it; and the eyes drop, and the man that committed sin with great 
delight now cries out with grief in the bitterness of his soul, O that I, beast that 
I am, had never committed it!  Lord, mercy, mercy! (Prov. v. 3, 4, 11, 12)” 
(Sincere, 78-79).   

c.  There is a big difference in being sorry for what our sins have cost us, and 
being sorry because we’ve offended the holy and righteous God that we love.   

 
2.  Why is it that the false professor doesn’t experience greater humility for his sins?   
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a.  It’s because his sin nature – what the Bible calls the flesh or the old man – is 
still reigning in him (303-304).   

b.  Shepard likens our corruption to soil and our individual sins like plants in that 
soil that take root and grow.   

c.  The net effect is that if this corruption is not crucified by the grace of Christ, it 
causes us to want to disobey every command and to resist every warning the 
Lord gives us to repent (304).   
(i)  Paul writes in Romans 8:6-8, “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but 

the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh 
is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it 
is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”   

(ii)  The man who is unregenerate, who hasn’t been born again by God’s Spirit, 
can never entirely turn away from their sins because they love sin too much.   

(iii)  Shepard writes in his Sincere Convert, “No unregenerate man, though he 
go never so far, let him do never so much, but he lives in some one sin or 
other, secret or open, little or great.  Judas went far, but he was covetous.  
Herod went far, but he loved his Herodias” (62).   

(iv)  This is why the unconverted can never humble himself for his sins:  how 
can you be sorry for something you love?   

 
B.  The saint, on the other hand, is just the opposite:  his heart is full of humility for his 

sins.   
1.  This is because he has the regenerating and sanctifying power of the Spirit of God 

working in his soul.   
a.  “When the Spirit of God humbles the soul indeed, he strikes the head, and 

wounds the heart of this sin; he doth not only cut off some limbs of it, not only 
bind it, but slay it of its life and power” (305).   
(i)  This is the same thing Owen speaks of.   

(a)  The Spirit doesn’t simply knock some of the fruits of sin from the tree, 
He strikes at the root, causing the whole tree to begin to wither and die.   

(b)  Sin is like a beast inside us that is not only be wounded, but mortally 
wounded, by the working of the Spirit.   

 
(ii)  That’s why as Christians, our lives won’t change in one area only:   

(a)  We become new creations (Gal. 6:15), new creatures in Christ:  “The 
old things passed away; new things have come” (2 Cor. 5:17).   

(b)  Our old way of doing things is passing away, and in their place we are 
putting on Christ.   

 
b.  Once this is accomplished, Shepard writes, “let Satan sow his seeds of pride, 

or lust, or passion in a man whose nature is changed, it is impossible they 
should come to any perfection there, but they will die away within a time, 
because the heart of the soul is gone, and power of sin removed” (304).   
(i)  The soil is no longer conducive to those kinds of plants.  They can’t thrive 

there; they can’t grow there for long, but will die off.   
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(ii)  Our interest has changed:  our desire for sin has grown weaker, and 
continues to weaken – at least they do if we continue to grow in grace by 
faithfully using the means of grace:  the Word, prayer, worship, and 
fellowship.   

 
2.  Finally, how can we know that the Lord has done this in us?  How can we know 

that God has given us a gracious humility for our sins?  Shepard gives us two 
ways:   
a.  First, when they “doth not only see this sin . . . nor do they only feel this as an 

evil, and so be much troubled with it,” but when they see it and feel it as the 
“greatest evil, so long as it remains in its being, (as it will,) worse than death, 
than hell, than all afflictions, and miseries” (Ibid.).   
(i)  All our afflictions and miseries are not moral evils, but natural evils, the 

just results of our sin.  The same is true of death.   
(ii)  Hell is the just punishment of evil we commit; it is not evil in itself.  

That’s why the Puritans said:  they would rather be cast whole into hell than 
commit one sin.   

(iii)  The corruption in our hearts is evil and the source of all the sin that brings 
God’s just affliction, misery, death and condemnation in hell.   

(iv)  Do we see it as the source of these others?  Do we see it as a holy offense 
to God that provokes His justice to dispense these?  Do we hate it for that 
reason?  Do we see it as the greatest evil, because it is moral evil?   

(v)  This is one way we can know God has worked His gracious humility in us.   
 
b.  Secondly, he may know when his conscience is stilled and quieted by an 

assurance or sense of the Lord’s love, and when he experiences an enjoyment 
of God in Christ, “in his holiness, and in the love and delight of his whole will” 
(309).   
(i)  This is the opposite of hating sin:  loving righteousness, when we know we 

are loved by God and that we love God.   
(ii)  Sometimes we can only know the first by the second.   

(a)  How can we know we are loved by God?  By knowing that we love 
God, because we could not love Him, unless He first loved us.   

(b)  We must know that we love Him – not merely for what He gives us and 
does for us (although we will love Him for these things), but for His 
holiness, as it is expressed in His Law.   

(c)  If we can say with the psalmist, “O, how I love Your Law!  It is my 
meditation all the day” (119:97) and mean it in our hearts, then we can 
know we love God, and consequently, that we are loved by Him.   

 
(iv)  And so examine your hearts this evening for these three things:  for the 

hatred of sin as the greatest evil, for a great humility because of that sin, and 
for a genuine love of God as He is in Himself.  If you have these, then you 
may know you are a true believer.  If you don’t, then come to Christ this 
evening and receive them.  Amen.   


