
“The God of Deliverance” 

(Esther 4:14) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we’re going to move back just a few years to look at another way the 

Lord advanced His work of redemption:  through the deliverance of His people from 

their enemies by the hands of Esther and Mordecai.   

a.  This is an event that took place somewhere between 486 and 465 BC.   

b.  To place this for you:   

(i)  The decree of the Persian King Cyrus to allow the Jews to return to Palestine 

to rebuild their Temple was issued in 536 BC, 70 years after the first 

deportation of Judah to Babylon.  This was the time Zerubbabel returned with 

a Jewish contingency.   

(ii)  Ezra came much later - in 459 – to reestablish order; it was at this time the 

Lord sent the revival we considered last week.   

(iii)  Nehemiah came even a little after that – in about 445/446 – to rebuild the 

walls.   

(iv)  The event we’re looking at this morning took place just a few years before 

Ezra and Nehemiah’s ministry; as we’ll see, it also quite obviously made their 

work possible.   

 

2.  One other point of interest is the identity of the Persian king who was ruling at that 

time, who married Esther:  Ahasuerus.   

a.  It can be confusing to sort out these kings:  there was more than one Darius – at 

least 3 mentioned in Scripture – more than one Ahasuerus – again, there were at 

least 3 in Scripture – and at least 2 Artaxerxes.   

b.  The particular Ahasuerus we’re considering this morning is well known to 

history.   

(i)  In secular history, he is called Xerxes, the king who succeeded Darius in 

about 485 BC.  In the LXX, he is called Artaxerxes.   

(ii)  This is the Artaxerxes who invaded Greece with an army of more than 

2,000,000 soldiers and returned with only 5,000.   

(a)  He was first opposed by King Leonidas of Sparta, who was able to hold 

the Pass of Thermopylae against his invasion for six days, with his army of 

300 personal bodyguards, as well as others who had joined him.  In those 

six days, Leonidas and his men killed 20,000 Persians.   

(b)  Ahasuerus was finally defeated by Themistocles of Athens at Salamis.   

 

(iii)  It was after these wars with the Greeks and his return to Persia that the 

events took place that we’ll consider this morning.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  What we’ll want to see this morning in our passage is God’s Providence.   
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a.  Scripture tells us that God is sovereign – that He has planned the end from the 

beginning.   

b.  This account of Mordecai, Esther and Ahasuerus certainly shows us that this is 

true, and not only that, but that He governs all things for the good of His people – 

as we read in Romans 8:28; that was true then and it is still true today.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider:   

a.  First, the Lord’s remarkable providential deliverances of His people through 

Mordecai, Esther and Ahasuerus.   

b.  Second, how this should strengthen our resolve to love and serve Him.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider some of the Lord’s remarkable providential deliverances of His 

people through Mordecai, Esther and Ahasuerus:  here we see that though the Lord 

allows His enemies to appear as though they have the upper hand, He never truly gives 

it to them.   

1.  First, we see the Lord providentially place Esther in a position of great influence 

over the king.   

a.  On a day the king was providing a feast for his officials and others in his 

kingdom, he called his wife Vashti to display her beauty to his subjects.   

b.  When she refused to come, his counselors encouraged him to divorce her that the 

women of his kingdom would not be encouraged to follow her example and rebel 

against their husbands.   

c.  At the same time, they counseled the king to seek for another to take her place.   

(i)  Rather than looking to the royal harem for a replacement, they suggested that 

all the beautiful virgins be gathered and that the king make his selection from 

them.   

(ii)  In the gathering of these young ladies, Hadassah, also known as Esther, was 

taken (v. 8).   

(a)  In God’s plan, her family had not returned to the land of Israel under 

Cyrus, but had remained in Persia.   

(b)  She was Mordecai’s cousin, the daughter of his uncle, whose parents had 

died, and Mordecai had raised her as his own daughter (2:7).   

 

(iii)  She was quickly favored by Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the harem, who 

helped her and transferred her to the best place in the harem.   

(iv)  He also gave her advice as to how she should prepare to go into the king; the 

result was that she was chosen as the new queen:  now in the position to 

exercise influence over the king – not so much from her position as queen, 

since that really wasn’t a position of authority, but because she had the king’s 

heart.   

(a)  Now it’s true that it was unlawful for a Jew to marry outside the covenant, 

but in this case the Lord appears to have made an exception.   

(b)  He could have turned the king’s heart away from Esther; but instead, He 

did just the opposite, raising Esther to a place of prominence, because of 

what He was intending to do.   
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(c)  In God’s ethics, it is lawful to take away a life to prevent an unjust taking 

away of life – here He allows this unequal yoke because of the number of 

lives He was intending to save.   

(d)  We need to realize that this is an exception and not use it as an excuse to 

marry unbelievers, which the Lord has expressly forbidden us to do (2 Cor. 

6:14).   

 

(v)  One thing to note at this point was that Mordecai told Esther to keep her 

nationality hidden (2:10, 20).   

(a)  We don’t know why Mordecai asked this of her – it doesn’t appear that 

the Jews were singled out as hateful to the king.   

(b)  But we will see why the Lord required it of her as the story unfolds.   

 

2.  Second, we see the Lord providentially place Mordecai in a position to influence the 

king by allowing him to save the king’s life.   

a.  As Mordecai was sitting by the king’s gate, he overheard Bigthan and Teresh, 

two of the king’s officials, plotting to kill Ahasuerus.   

b.  Mordecai told Esther, and Esther told the king in Mordecai’s name.   

c.  The king looked into the matter, found it was true, and had both men hanged on 

the gallows (2:21-23).   

d.  Nothing more is said of it here; but this becomes important later on.   

 

3.  Third, we see the Lord providentially allow Haman to hatch a plot to kill Mordecai 

and all his people, the Jews.   

a.  For reasons we’re not told, the king decided to promote Haman, the Agagite, 

over all his princes.   

(i)  When he was promoted, all the king’s servants were required to bow down to 

him, but Mordecai refused.   

(ii)  Why did he refuse?   

(a)  It wasn’t that he was rebellious:  he must have shown honor to the king 

and the other princes, otherwise, he would have been imprisoned or killed 

by this time.   

(b)  It could have been that Haman demanded more than what Mordecai’s 

conscience would allow.   

(c)  Or it may have been that Haman was descended from the royal line of 

God’s enemies – the Amalekites – he was after all, an Agagite.   

 

b.  When Haman saw that Mordecai refused to bow to him, he sought to exterminate 

him and all of his people, throughout Ahasuerus’s kingdom.   

(i)  Again, he might have done this because he was an Agagite and hated all the 

Jews because of what they had done to his people, or he did it simply because 

he hated Mordecai.   

(ii)  He went to the king and convinced him that this would be good for his 

kingdom.   

(iii)  The king, not knowing that this law would condemn his own wife – since he 

didn’t know Esther was a Jewess – agreed.   
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4.  Finally, we see the Lord overrule this situation not only to deliver His people 

through whom and for whom He would send His Son, but also to destroy His 

enemies.   

a.  When Mordecai learned of the situation, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 

ashes, and went out into the middle of the city weeping bitterly.   

(i)  When Esther sent her servant to find out why, Mordecai sent him back with 

the explanation and a command to go to the king and plead for her people 

(4:8).   

(ii)  But Esther had not been summoned by the king for thirty days, and to go to 

the king without being summoned meant certain death unless he showed 

mercy by extending his golden scepter.   

(iii)  But Mordecai told her that if she didn’t attempt it, the Lord would deliver 

His people in another way, but she would perish; he also strongly suspected 

that this was the reason the Lord raised her up to be queen in the first place 

(4:14).   

(iv)  Esther and her maidens fasted for three days and nights, and asked that 

Mordecai assemble the Jews to do the same.   

 

b.  Then Esther went to see the king.   

(i)  By God’s grace, the king extended the scepter to her.  When he asked what 

she wanted, she invited him and Haman to a banquet, at which time she would 

make her request.   

(ii)  On the first day of the banquet, she asked him to come to another banquet 

the next day with Haman.   

(a)  The Lord apparently prevented her from making her request, because the 

time wasn’t quite right.   

(1)  Later that day, Haman became more incensed by the fact that Mordecai 

wouldn’t bow down to him, and that in light of the fact that he appeared 

to be the king and queen’s favorite; so he had a gallows built, intending 

to ask the king the next day to let him hang Mordecai on it (6:4).   

(2)  That night, when Ahasuerus couldn’t sleep, he ordered the chronicles 

to be brought and read (6:1), and was reminded of how Mordecai saved 

his life by exposing the plot of Bigthan and Teresh.   

(3)  He asked what honor had been bestowed on Mordecai for this.  Just 

after they told him that nothing had been done, Haman entered the court 

intending to ask the king for permission to hang Mordecai.   

(4)  Before he could make his request, the king ordered him to take 

Mordecai, put the king’s robe on him, set him on the king’s horse, and 

parade him through the city, all the while announcing that this is what is 

done for the man the king desires to honor.   

 

(b)  Now the time was right for Esther’s request.   

(1)  When Haman was finished honoring Mordecai, before he could do 

anything else, he was whisked away to Esther’s banquet.   
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(2)  At the banquet, she finally told the king what she wanted – deliverance 

from the man who intended to destroy her and her people.   

(3)  When the king asked who that man was, Esther pointed to Haman.   

(4)  When one of the king’s servants also told him that Haman had built a 

fifty cubit high gallows in order to hang Mordecai – the man who had 

saved the king’s life – the king ordered that Haman be hung on it 

instead.   

(5)  Haman was hung; his house and office was given to Mordecai; the 

Jews were given the right to fight back against their enemies; and many 

of their enemies died instead of them, including 10 of Haman’s sons 

(9:10).   

 

(c)  Haman never had a chance, and neither does anyone who desires to harm 

those who belong to the Lord.   

 

B.  We really don’t need to add anything to this wonderful example to show that the Lord 

works all things together for the good of His people.  This is what He promises to do 

for us (Rom. 8:28).   

1.  When Satan, our flesh, or the world rises up against us, the Lord will be with us to 

help us.   

a.  Satan attacked the Jews in their captivity through Haman and sought to destroy 

them; but the Lord providentially placed Esther in the king’s palace and 

Mordecai in the king’s favor to protect them.   

b.  He will also overthrow Satan’s plans to destroy us.   

(i)  We will go through difficult times, as the Lord said we would.   

(ii)  But He will bring us through them better than we were before, and more 

thankful.   

 

2.  But don’t forget, there is one condition:  we must love Him, we must be called by 

Him.   

a.  “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28).   

b.  We must be called by God’s Spirit through the Gospel to faith in His Son.   

c.  And we must respond to that call by loving Him and embracing Him through 

Jesus Christ as He is offered to us through the Gospel – we can know that He has 

called us through this loving response.   

d.  And so if you haven’t trusted Jesus to save you, do so now.   

e.  But if you have, and your life shows that you have by your love for Him, then 

draw encouragement from this passage.   

f.  The Lord will never place you in a situation that will ultimately harm you.  He 

will work all things together for your good.   

g.  If you love the Lord, I would also ask you to spend a few moments in prayer as 

we prepare to come to His Table to express our love for Him and each other, and 

to receive His love.   


